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By Samantha Munoz

In today’s society “single” 
seems to play off as a curse word. 
There are many films that mock 
single people or virginity like, 
“The 40 Year Old Virgin.” This is 
a common mindset to the people 
of the world, but what happens 
when this mindset starts to 
sneak into the church? We have 
come to see that there are many 
single Christians over the age of 
30 and 40 who are still waiting 
to be married. Do they face less 
temptation because they are 
older and more mature? Many 
Christians say, “no way!” Some 
Christians, like Bishop Henry 
Jackson, senior pastor at Hope 
Christian Church in Beltsville, 
Maryland says, “If young people 
wait that long before they are 
married, they are more likely to 
either have multiple sex partners 
or an addiction to pornography 
by the time they are married.”  
So what is the older Christian 
called to do? Marry anybody 
that is willing in order to resist 
temptation?

Still being single at the age of 
22, the “prime time” of my life 
has not been an easy journey 
(especially when my circle of 
friends are all paired up). When 
I was seeking encouragement 
about this, I went to a fellow sister 
in Christ named Marina Bittle. 
Marina Bittle just got married 
this past July to her husband 
Michael Bittle …at the age of 42. 
Like me, she went through many 
years of friends pressuring her to 
date around. 

“When people would try to 
‘hook me up,’ cause that’s what 

they do, I would just say ‘no 
thank you,’ or I would be polite 
but not go along with whatever 
they wanted because I knew 
whatever God wanted was more 
important.” Marina explained, 
“In my case, I just felt that if God 
wanted me to have someone, He 
would bring him into my life, 
[and] I didn’t have to push it or 
turn myself inside out in order to 
make something happen.”  

As believers, we should always 
remember that the best life 
lessons and potential leaders to 
look up to can be found in God’s 
word. Marina was inspired by 
Mary Magdalene. 

“I mean, it’s hard for us in our 
times, but in their time it was so 
much more difficult because if 
you didn’t have a husband, you 
pretty much didn’t exist. I looked 
up to her faithfulness and her 

love for Him and the willingness 
to serve Him despite all those things.”

In Marina’s life, waiting 
was not a bad thing like some 
Christians may think. There are 
positive aspects to being single. 
Marina recalled her “prime time” 
days with a cheerful laugh. 

“You have all the freedom in 
the world to serve God however 
you want, to live your life however 
you want. That was a blessing 
to me, that freedom and that 
peace.” Marina was very active in 
mission trips to Veracruz. 

“The cons of being single 
are that you are alone. There 
comes a point where you do 

want somebody to talk to and 
somebody to carry your burdens 
with, somebody to help you out 
with the things you can’t do. 
Some ministries, like children’s 
Sunday school, prefer that you 
are married.”  

There were times during her 
ministry when Marina prayed 
and cried wondering if she would 
ever be married and able to have 
kids at her age. She had reached 
her breaking point. With a crack 
in her voice and glossy eyes, 
Marina explained that she finally 
came to full submission to God 
and the lifestyle He wanted her 
to have.

“Right before I met Michael, I 
was going to pray and fast for a 
husband, but instead of praying 
for a husband, I told the Lord, 
‘You know what Lord? It’s ok. I 

don’t need a husband.  I’m ok.  
If this is my life, this is my life.’ I 
was ok with it because I had Him. 
Maybe two or three weeks after 
that, I met my husband.” 

She further explains that in 
order for the single Christian to 
come to that “breaking point,” she 
thinks it “requires a submission 
to the Lord that says, ‘your will is 
better than my will.’”

Being single at the age of 22 
doesn’t sound so bad anymore. 
As a society, we tend to get caught 
up in the movie version of what 
love and marriage is. We think 
being married will keep us happy 
and fulfilled. That is not the case! 
We know that the only One who 
can take away any sadness and 
loneliness is God; single or not. 
I love the way Marina put it, 
“Finding someone isn’t going to 
fill you because that filling comes 
from God. Once you’re filled 
completely because you trust and 
love God, then you can find that 
other person that feels the same 
way. 

Have we forgotten that God is 
our husband before any man or 
woman? Doesn’t God call us His 
bride and say that He is jealous 
for us? (2 Cor.11:2) Brothers 

and sisters don’t look to man 
to fulfill you. Run back to the 
Father. If some of you are saying 
that you have and you still feel 
empty, examine your heart and 
make sure it’s fully His. If it is, 
remember Habakkuk 2:3b “It 
may seem like a long time, but be 
patient and wait for it, because 
it will surely come; it will not be 
delayed. (NCV). 

Being Single
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915.533.8890
1731 Montana Ave.

@ Williams,
1 block west of Cotton
El Paso, Tejas 79902

www.latierracafe.com

 
 

 

* Salmon Adventure *Zing Caught Tilapia *Green Tuna Tacos

 *Shrimp Pasta *Tortellini Mamamini *Tortellini N’ Veggies *Crossing Borders 

*Veggie Good N’ Cheese * Chicken Chipotle Spaghetti Squash *Mexican Pizza

*“Albondiga” Bowl *Picadillo Wrap *Creamy Chicken Chipotle Enchiladas 

+11 sandwiches + 12 salads + 8 desserts +more than just tea and sodas

 
 

 

Salads: For the Gallo in you * More & Merry * Chilled & Spiced 
* Mi Antipasto * Dreaming Tuna * and * 6 more

Sandwiches: Wild November * Just Lucky * The Squeeze
* Gary's BLT * Tender Veggie * and * 6 more

 + 12 entrees + 8 desserts + more than just tea and sodas

Two Free
Tacos*

No purchase Necessary

J660
*Regular Tacos. Coupon valid through February 28, 2014 at El Paso and Las 
Cruces Jack in the Box Restaurants. Please present coupon when 
ordering. One coupon per guest, per visit. One offer per coupon. No 
duplicates accepted. Not valid in combina�on with any other offer. 
Jack in the Box is a registered trademark of Jack in the Box Inc.



If you prayed this prayer or would like more information, please call Pastor Larry Lamb (915) 595-0288 

january 23, 2014 - february 5, 2014

If you enjoy this  issue of  The Mes-
senger, you could have future issues 
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InTereSTeD In
SubSCrIbInG?

As I sit to write this, I am hit 
with the realization that although 
at times I’ve thought I was 
‘freezing’ this winter, we’ve really 
been blessed with a mild winter 
in El Paso thus far. I have become 
such a wimp I suppose over the 
past 14 plus years since I’ve lived 
here. My family in central Illinois 
report up to 22 inches of snow in a 
week’s time, recently experiencing 
power outages of 20 to 22 hours. I 
thank God for the weather we’ve 
been blessed with, and feel guilty 
my family and others in bad 
weather areas experience what 
they do. So many areas have been 
hard hit with extreme weather, it 
gets worse each year it seems. Be 
sure to keep the folks in these areas 
in your prayers, as you thank the 
Lord for our lack of the extreme.

****
As a reminder, or in case you 

were not yet aware – Franklin 
Graham, son of the great Evangelist 
Billy Graham, will be in El Paso 
April 5th and 6th.  Ads have run 
in The Messenger pertaining to 
events leading up to The Festival 
of Hope. Many churches in the 
area are participating in one way 
or the other. See their ad on page 3 
of this issue in regards to Christian 
Life and Witness Courses being 
offered to provide practical help in 
sharing the hope of Jesus to people 
you know. Keep watching for 
other information as we approach 
the event. Also join in praying 
that this event will bring a much 
needed, great revival to El Paso 

and surrounding areas and that a 
large number of unbelievers will 
find their Salvation in Jesus Christ 
during this time. 

****
Precious Heavenly Father,

Thank You Father for all You 
do and provide for each of us on 
a daily basis. You know what we 
need before we know it, and You 
take care of all our needs. Thank 
You for providing us in the El Paso 
area with such a mild winter, 

Father, I lift up my family and 
everyone living in the areas that 
have been hit by the extreme 
weather. Protect them Lord, keep 
them safe, warm, well fed and 
hydrated. Provide their every need 
Lord and help them to know that 
You are with them, even through 
and at the moment of the storm.

I lift up all the events, classes 
and organizing leading up to the 
Festival of Hope Father. I pray 
You bless all involved, and to help 
this event roll out smoothly. I pray 
Father that through this event a 
great revival will swarm our area 
and that great numbers of people 
accept Your gift of Salvation. I 
pray that through this event Your 
love and light will change our lives, 
and our communities. I thank 
You in advance for what You will 
bring about during those days and 
beyond.

I love You Father and I 
thank You for Your love, mercy, 
grace, protection, provision and 
Salvation. 

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen

Listen to the Word of God for you 
in Song of Solomon 7:6. “How beautiful 
you are and how pleasing, O love, with 
your delights!”

Set your spiritual compass heading 
to these words of God to you. You are 
his precious one, and he takes pleasure 
in you. Be blessed to be enlarged 
with his deep love. Be blessed with 
knowing that you delight his heart.  

Listen as the Love of your life tells 
you from the Song of Solomon 4:9-10 
that he loves you. “You have ravished 
my heart, my sister, my bride with one 
look of your eyes... How fair is your 
love, my sister, my bride! How much 
better than wine is your love, and the 
scent of your perfumes is better than 
all spices!” 

Listen to his words in Song of 
Solomon 2:11-13. “See! The winter 
is past; the rains are over and gone. 
Flowers appear on the earth; the season 

of singing has come, the cooing of 
doves is heard in our land. The fig tree 
forms its early fruit; the blossoming 
vines spread their fragrance. Arise, 
come, my darling; my beautiful one, 
come with me, for your voice is sweet, 
and your face is lovely.”   

You have faithfully endured the 
hardship of winter. Even in winter 
months, the earth is not completely 
dormant. The process of life continues. 
And now the spring has come. Let go of 
any fear or unbelief and fully embrace 
the spring. Rejoice! Sing! Breathe in 
the fragrance of new life. It is time to 
put the winter behind and arise in the 
new abundance that this season has for 
you.   

You are the object of heaven’s 
love. He calls you precious one, his 
beautiful one. His love for you can 
never diminish, because he is the 
eternal I AM. He loves you freely with 

unchanging love (Hos 14:4). How can 
you doubt God’s love for you? He 
doesn’t give you some of his love; he is 
love, and he gives you himself (1 John 
4:16). You have all of him, so you have 
all his love at all times. Receive his love, 
just because you are his. His great love 
for you is bathed in rich mercy (Mic 
7:18; Eph 2:4). What more can God do 
to prove his love than by giving you his 
Son in exchange for your life (Gal 2:20; 
Eph 5:25)? Be blessed in the wonder of 
such an amazing love story.  

   Be blessed in the name of the God 
of love who is with you.

(2 Cor 13:11).
 

   © Sylvia Gunter. Taken  from You Are 
Blessed  In The Names Of God,  page 90. 
Available  at  www.thefathersbusiness.com. 
An archive of past devotionals is available 
on the website www.thefathersbusiness.com. 
Used by permission.

Dear Character Builders,

We started our new CHARACTER 
LEGACY LUNCHEONS on January 
15, 2014. Future Character Legacy 
Luncheons will be held on the second 
Wednesday of each month as we have 
done in the past.

What’s new- Southwest Character 
Council can no longer use the 
Character First materials, but we 
will continue our character focus by 
looking at a different character quality 
each month from a Biblical perspective. 
This morning I kept seeing in my 
Bible reading that certain men were 
called “honorable.” Jabez, for example 
was called more honorable than his 
brothers.

Then someone sent me this- and I 
paraphrase; We are often in a hurry to 
reach our dreams and goals. God in 
more interested in seeing us develop 
spiritual maturity and character. He 
will often lead us on long, circuitous 
routes in order to teach and prepare 
us for what lies ahead.

Character development is about 
pursuing what is right. Whoever 
pursues righteousness…finds life, 
prosperity and honor. Proverbs 21:21. 
This scripture will bethe mission of 
Southwest Character Council. Good 

for you and good for our community.
In January the Character Quality 

is Decisiveness. Decisiveness is a 
necessary trait in leadership and life. It 
is the ability to make decisions quickly 
and clearly. The opposite would be 
procrastination or hesitation.

Our building blocks to pursuing 
Decisiveness:

Start with the facts. “Ask, seek and 
knock” so that your decision will be an 
informed, unbiased one.

Be settled in your decision and have 
confidence. After you have considered 
what you know to be true, move ahead 
without hesitation. If you don’t appear 
confident, your peers will question 
your decisions.

Expect criticism or push back. 
Often what a leader sees, followers 
cannot. Stay the course but watch for 
signs for any needed adjustments.

Life is a series of making decisions. 
Recently a friend lamented that she 
had made some wrong decisions about 
employment. We all have missed the 
mark at some point. We can choose 
to give up and have a pity party, or we 
can look for the next opportunity and 
try again.

Finally, as we begin the new year, 
ask yourself what one thing should you 
intentionally pursue to make 2014 the 

best year ever for you, your family or 
your business. Write it down so that 
you can intentionally pursue that one 
thing. Not sure of what you need to do? 
Another way of looking at this is- what 
is the elephant in the room blocking 
your blessing?

The decisions you make today 
will determine the legacy you leave 
tomorrow.

We are designed by God to conquer 
our mountains. God bless you and we 
hope to see in 2014.

 There is so much more we want to 
share. Make plans to join us as we start 
the year with our Character Legacy 
Luncheons on the second Wednesday 
each month  from 11:45 AM to 1 PM. 
Lunch, networking and testimonies 
continue monthly. The new cost is $15 
per person. Cash or check only.

We are expecting a most exciting 
and blessed year for you and your 
family!

Laurraine Huffman
Southwest Character Council, President
10920 Marconi Lane
El Paso, Texas 79925
Phone: 915.269.7719 or 915.740.0836

Be Enlarged By The Love of God

Decisiveness January 2014

From His Messenger...

$13.00 for 13 issues



Questions are sent to 42 Christian Leaders 
and  all  that  respond  by  deadline  are 
published. Those  that  come  in  late will  be 
included with the others on The Messenger’s 
blog  site  at  http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  If  you  are  a  Christian  Leader  and 
would  like  to  be  considered  to  join  this 
panel  – OR  -  if  you have  a  question  you 
would like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please  email  your  contact  information  to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My sister accepted the Lord as a teen but 
as an adult she married and converted 
to Hinduism at her husband’s request. I 
am very concerned about her place in 
eternity. On one hand I feel she’ll be OK 
because we were taught “Once saved, 
always saved.” On the other, we also 
were taught that “No one comes to the 
Father, except through Jesus Christ.” 
In speaking with others the past few 
months I’ve gotten very conflicting 
answers as to if my sister will go to 
heaven or not. I’m reminded repeatedly 
that Jesus is the only way to the Father, 
thus to heaven and that any who don’t 
accept Jesus as the Messiah and haven’t 
trusted in Him as their Savior - won’t 
have a place in heaven. Can you provide 
insight: since she did accept Jesus once 
is she still saved and go to heaven? Or, 
since she has now denounced Him, will 
she perish? Is there Scripture you would 
suggest I share with her that would be 
more clear on this matter?

Answers:
You will find passages in the 

scriptures (Old Testament and New) 
that support either position quite 
frankly (“once saved always saved” 
or the life-long freedom of believers) 
-- and I have been studying this issue 
for decades!  Make no mistake about 
it:  Jesus in the New Testament Gospels 
and all those who wrote about Him 
or interpreted His life and teaching 
have an extremely high view about 
the necessity of dedication to Him.  
Belief in Jesus is obedience to Jesus.  
Commitment to Jesus is obedience 
to Jesus.  Faith means obedience.  So 
it is no wonder Jesus Himself took an 
extremely dim view of those who had 
in fact been His disciples, but then who 
deliberately turned away from Him 
whenever His person and teaching 
became offensive (as happened in John 
6:60-69).  You are right to be worried 
about your sister!  All you can do now 
is pray for her and love her just as she 
is.  God may use your prayers and your 
Christian love to turn her around, and 
finally save both her and her husband.  
But that will ultimately be their 

decision; and their final judgement is 
in fact in God’s hands and no one else’s, 
according to the Bible.  In other words, 
your sister has made a very serious 
mistake!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

You are correct in stating 
that “No one can come to the 
Father...”  However, the last part needs 
clarifying.  The Scripture states that 
“No man can come unto the Me, except 
the Father (Spirit) which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6:44).  Verse 65 of 
the same chapter reiterates “And He 
said, Therefore said I unto you, that no 
man can come unto me, except it were 
given unto him of my Father (Spirit)”.   
These verses indicate that there needs 
to a move (wooing) from the Holy 
Spirit for upon the person before can 
receive the salvation.  Also, Salvation 
belongs to God (Titus 2:11, Rev. 19:1).  A 
person’s confession is between them 
and God, but is evident through 
their life (Matt. 15:8).  We must also 
remember that Jesus said they if you 
confess me before me, I will confess you 
before my Father which is in Heaven 
(Matt.10:32).  We need to understand 
that confession in more than just words 
spoken, it is a life style.  Your sister, if 
she really has confess Jesus as Lord 
and Savior, God will deal with the 
life she has chosen.  This assessing 
(judging) other individual’s salvation 
is one of the biggest mistakes we as 
Christians make.  We can assess the 
life they life to see if it reflects the life 
of Jesus and if they are living contrary 
to the life they confessed, then pray 
the God will intervene, then be there 
when she returns.  There are times 
that Christians take the prodigal son 
path, but when the error of their way 
is realized, the will return back to their 
first love (Jesus).  Don’t give up on God, 
just believe that His Word is Truth and 
man’s word is just words. 

Director Mark A. Rawlins
El Paso International School of Faith 

(El Paso, TX)

This question is one we should all 
understand.  When a person comes 
to Christ, they are a new creation, 
see 2 Corinthians 5:17.  That means 
that Jesus is the Lord of our lives.  Just 
because we prayed a prayer does

not mean we are saved.  Philippians 
1:6 says “He who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.”  God also said I 

will have no other gods before Me.  
Matthew 10:33 says “Whoever

denies Me (Jesus) before men, him 
will I also deny before My Father who 
is in heaven.” It does not appear that 
your sister truly embraced the Lord.  It 
does not appear that a true marriage 
between the bride and Groom ever 
took place. It this case the Groom, 
Jesus, has been forsaken.  You should 
be in prayer for your sister and speak 
the Word of God to her.

God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis
First Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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Cómo Vivir y
Compartir la
 Vida Cristiana

Curso 

Reignite your faith and find power 
to live a life that radiates God’s love. 
This dynamic course will give you 
practical help in sharing the hope of 
Jesus with people you know.

EstudiantEs
MiércolEs
Febrero 12, 19 & 26
Comida, 6 p.m. 
Ablanza y adoración,  
   6:30 p.m.
Preparación, 7–9 p.m.

First Baptist Church 
805 Montana Ave. 
El Paso, TX 79902

Curso en ingles

adultos  
JuEvEs
Febrero 13, 20 & 27
7–9 p.m. 

Mision de Gracia
1385 Northwestern Dr.
El Paso, TX 79912

Curso en español

adultos  
sabados
Febrero 15 & 22 y Marzo 1
10 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Centro Vida
1335 Henry Brennan Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936

Curso en español

For the latest information, please call 915-219-7991, email elpasofestival@bgea.org,  
or visit us at ElPasoFestival.org. 

ENGLISH CourSE LoCatIoNS • FEBruarY 10–MarCH 1

adults  
MondaYs
February 10, 17 & 24
7–9 p.m. 

Cielo Vista Church
3585 N. Lee Trevino Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936

adults  
tuEsdaYs
February 11, 18 & 25
7–9 p.m. 

Church of St. 
Clement
810 N. Campbell St.
El Paso, TX 79902

7–9 p.m. 

Park Hills Christian 
Church
5701 Alabama St.
El Paso, TX 79904

studEnts
WEdnEsdaYs
February 12, 19 & 26
Food, 6 p.m.
Praise and worship, 
   6:30 p.m.
Training, 7–9 p.m. 

First Baptist Church
805 Montana Ave.
El Paso, TX 79902

adults 
thursdaYs
February 13, 20 & 27
7–9 p.m. 

Harvest Christian 
Center
1345 New Harvest Pl.
El Paso, TX 79912

adults 
saturdaYs
February 15 & 22  
and March 1
10 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Immanuel Baptist 
Church
1207 Hawkins Blvd.
El Paso, TX 79925

>> Attend one class per week for three weeks.  
      All classes are free; no registration necessary. 

Para más información: 915-219-7991  
ElPasoFestival.org

LuGarES dEL CurSo dE ESpañoL • FEBrEro 10–Marzo 1

>> Asista una clase 
por semana por 
tres semanas. Las 
clases son gratis, no 
necesita pre registro. 

Reavive su fe y encuentre el poder para vivir una vida que irradia el amor de Dios. 
Esta dinámico curso el dará ayuda práctica para compartir la esperanza de Jesús  
con las personas que conoce.

There is solid empirical evidence that an 
attitude of thankfulness can improve 
our well-being. There have been a 

number of well-run studies which show that 
a variety of activities expressing gratitude 
makes people happier. Making a gratitude 
visit has been suggested by studies done 
by Martin Seligman at the University of 
Pennsylvania. The gratitude visit consists of 
writing a letter thanking someone who has 
helped you or been influential in some way 
and then hand-delivering it. Other activities 
which bring lasting happiness are a gratitude 
journal, where you list five things you have 
to be thankful for. This can be done daily or 
weekly. Starting and ending each day with 
a short prayer of gratitude is a great way 
to “bookend” your day with an attitude of 
thankfulness. This can be as short and simple 
as “Thank you, Lord, for this day, and for this 
chance to serve You and my fellow man.” 
Make up your own prayer of thanks or devise 
other means of showing gratitude. As social 
beings gratitude reinforces our connection 
with our fellow man as well as with God. 
Be creative and daring with your gratitude 
exercises and change them up periodically 
to keep them fresh. Discover new ways to 
express the attitude of gratitude.
—Christopher Simon

Start and End Each 
Day by Thanking God

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4: 2

Sponsored by
Southwest Character Council



Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934

Saving people money on more than just car insurance.®

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Homeowners, boat, PWC and flood coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and 
are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. The GEICO Personal Umbrella Policy is provided by Government Employees Insurance 

Company and is available to qualified Government Employees Insurance Company and GEICO General Insurance Company policyholders and other eligible persons, except in MA. GEICO is a registered service mark of 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2013. © 2013 GEICO. 
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Daniel Lucas
915-779-2489

6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 • El Paso 

LOCALLY GROWN SAVINGS.
See how much you could save on car insurance today.

At The Father’s Feet
Our Refuge 
(Psalm 46)[1]

God’s Presence Within

 Good Day Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

When we have courage, living a 
courageous life, we can do so because we 
have streams of blessings overflowing 
giving eternal life.  The psalmist also 
declares that the secret of courage is the 
presence of God in the city, spiritually 
speaking our lives.  Our inner lives are 
organized, indwelt, fed and watered by 
God; further, since He is in the midst 
of our lives, we are safe because He is 
with us and within us.  It is pretty well 
known that it is darkest and coldest just 
before dawn; likewise, God is there to 
help us at the extremity of our need, 
just as the new day begins to dawn.  He 
miraculously supplies our need, thus 

giving us courage and peace within.
Knowing God’s presence is always 

with you as a Christian, you can face life 
courageously giving you a peace within 
that nobody can destroy!

 “God is in the midst of her; she shall not 
be moved; God will help her when morning 
dawns.”   (Psalm 46:5)

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless otherwise 
noted. (Bracket and capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.) Archives 
of At the Father’s Feet can be found 
at atthefathersfeet.wordpress.com. 
Spanish translation of archives can be 
found at alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. To add someone to our contact 
list contact me at bwoolleycpa@msn.
com or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com.

[1] Based on Scripture Press 
Sunday School lesson from 1985.

Story and Photo by Kelly McCullough

The ‘Maiden Voyage’ of 
the new Character Legacy 
Luncheons took place on 
Wednesday, January 15th at 
Great American, 701 S. Mesa 
Hills, El Paso. Formerly known 
as the Southwest Character 
Council Monthly Luncheon, 
the meetings have been on 
hiatus since holding their last 
meeting in May. 

The meetings are still a 
function of the Southwest 
Character Council (SWCC), 
however, they will no longer 
be utilizing materials from 
Character First as they seem 
to be taking a new direction. 
Since the Council was set to 
start anew on the journey into 
helping individuals, families, 
companies and organizations 
build good character within 
the realm of their reach – it 
was decided a new name 
for the luncheons/meetings 
was due. Thus, the idea of 
Character Legacy was born. 
After all, when we all draw our 
last breathe, we will leave our 
legacy behind. Good or bad – 
we will leave a legacy. We will be 
remembered by either having 
good character, one that our 
loved ones desire to emulate; 
Or by having bad character, 
one that people strive to 
differentiate themselves from. 

Jerry Odom, Council 
member opened the meeting 
and explained the change in 
format for the meetings. He 
then went on to explain about 

our leaving a legacy. Just a 
few he named for leaving 
a bad legacy were Adolph 
Hitler, President Nixon, Pete 
Rose – and from the Bible, 
Judas Iscariot. A few who left 
a good legacy were George 
Washington, Martin Luther 
King, Bill and Melinda Gates 
– and from the Bible – Jesus 
Christ is the best example. 
Our legacy proceeds us even 
prior to our passing such as the 
Gates’ legacy. 

There are also those who for 
a large part of their lives have a 
bad legacy but manage to turn 
their lives around and by the 
time they left the earth, left a 
good legacy. Jerry reminded us 
of Chuck Colson, he had been in 
prison for his part in the ordeal 
surrounding Nixon. While in 
prison Chuck came to know 
the Lord. Over time he started 
a prison ministry, then went on 
to become a very strong, well 
known Christian. He turned 
his life around completely and 
led many unbelievers to Christ 
– therefore leaving a great 
legacy, overcoming the bad. 
Or, from the Bible Paul spent 
many years killing Christians, 
then came to know the Lord 
and then became an Apostle 
and began leading others to 
Christ.

One exercise Jerry 
mentioned we could do to 
determine what type of legacy 
we would leave once they’re 
gone, is to write our own 
obituary, write out what people 
would say about us. If we don’t 
think they would have much 

good to say, it’s time we check 
our character and make big 
changes.

Mr. Odom ended his portion 
by talking about the Apostle 
Paul stating in Timothy 4:7, “I 
have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith.”   “Like Chuck 
Colson,” Jerry stated, “We want 
to finish well.” He also quoted 
Paul from Philippians 2, “Don’t 
look after only your interests, 
but the interests of others.”   

Ralph Sanchez was the 
presenter for January, speaking 
about the Character quality of 
Decisiveness. Ralph explained 
that when the Council was 
discussing the new name of 
Legacy luncheons – it hit him 
because a legacy is something 
you pass down, something you 
are remembered by. He talked 
about the legacy his father left, 
how good he lived, how good 
he loved and taught his family. 
He stated how thankful and 
blessed he was by his father.

Decisiveness is very 
important in making important 
decisions. To do this you need 
to make an informed decision 
by starting with the facts. You 
must be sure to have accurate 
information. You need to 
ask others who may know 
more about the situation than 
yourself, do some research. 
You need to make moral, sound 
choices, evaluate the pros and 
cons, and determine what the 
risks are. You must verify the 
information you were given, 
and seek out advisors that you 
can trust to tell you the truth 

NOT just agree with all you say 
and think.

Once you’ve made the 
decision, if you’ve done the 
research, gotten advice from 
trusted advisors or role 
models, then you must move 
ahead without hesitation. You 
must follow through with the 
decision you’ve made and move 
forward. You need to be sure 
to proceed with confidence 
because if not your peers, 
employees, family members or 
whoever else is involved will 
question your decision and 
authority. Others trust your 
decision when the see you 
committed to investing time 
necessary, resources and your 
effort to assure the outcome 
will be successful.

Mr. Sanchez gave some 

tips to keep in mind when in 
the position to make difficult 
decisions: Confidence is 
contagious, so is lack of 
confidence. Follow through 
with what you say and decide. 
You must be able to accept 
criticism. Difficult decisions 
make criticism inevitable. 

Local business owner, 
Randy Huffman then gave a 
brief testimony about his life 
as a Christian business owner. 
Most important to running 
a business as a Christian he 
stated, was being sure to pray 
every morning, and evening. 
He then read Psalms 107:23-
31 which he said has always 
spoken to his heart and he feels 
should and would do so for 
other business owners.
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SWCC member, and Pastor of Sun City Christian Center, ralph Sanchez was 
the presenter for january.
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