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Interview with Felicia
By Kelly McCullough

With Felicia’s departure 
approaching, I was blessed to 
spend time with her to learn 
more about the call on her life 
into ministry, followed by Pas-
toral service. 

Felicia joined the Army in March 
of 1983 and was a Morse Code 
Copier on active duty, went 
to OCS to become an of-
ficer, became a Military 
Police Officer; then got 
out in December 1989. 

In the spring of 
1992 she worked for 
Wal-Mart as the Area 
Manager in Receiv-
ing. She was recov-
ering after having 
been sick for some 
time. As she 
walked the facili-
ty at Wal-Mart one 
night she heard 
an audible voic e 
asking, “What-
ever happened to 
better?” This reminded her that while sick she had 
told God if He helped her get better she would do 
better. “I didn’t make a deal with God or anything 
like that,” she said, “I just said I would do better. I 
had been in and out of church all my life, but had 
gotten lax.” 

She got involved at Jackson Chapel in San Mar-
cus, TX. The Pastor – Pat Spearmin, was the first fe-
male Pastor Felicia had known and they often talk-
ed and prayed together. Felicia worked in many 
areas in the church. She had felt called to ministry 
earlier, and felt God calling her to more. Around 
Easter 1992 she felt called into Pastoral ministry.

Felicia went to Seminary and continued to work 
nights at Wal-Mart, as well as going back in the 
Army as a Chaplain Candidate in 1992. She was 
able to do this as a Reservist position and return 
as a Captain, the rank she was when leaving pre-
viously. After a time she went back into Inactive 
status. 

After receiving her Master of Divinity degree 
at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary Feli-
cia became a part-time Pastor at Parkalane United 

Methodist in Austin. She got appointed to Wes-
ley Foundation United Campus Ministry in 
1996, and got a full time job at UTEP. “Some of 
my fondest memories are of my core group of 
students I worked with – they will always bring 

a smile to my soul. I love those kids to this day. 
I have baptized their babies, married them, we’ve 
stayed in touch over the years,” she said. While 

there she also ran a community based ser-
vice program called Praxis. 

After 9/11 Felicia was called back 
up to Active duty. She served at 

Beaumont Army Hospital until 
2003, followed by nearly a year 
serving at a hospital in Germa-
ny as a Trauma Chaplain dur-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Upon her return she was still 
on active duty and returned 
to preaching at St. Mark’s.

Felicia published her first 
book, Halfway Home: War 

Stories that Healed My Life, in 
2008. Her second book, P.O.T.S. 

– Praying on the Spot, is due out 
soon. Felicia explained, “It is to be 

an encouragement not just to learn 
how to pray but to be available to pray 

for folks every day. To help people take on pray-
ing for people in their families, at their jobs, their 
friends, wherever they are.”

Having served 14 years at St. Mark’s people 
hearing of Felicia’s departure told her their hearts 
were broken. “My heart is broken also. I have given 
people in El Paso my heart. But now, I must go and 
give them (people of Abilene) my heart. I love and 
have loved the people here at St. Mark’s, and in the 
city and community. I am sad to go, but even in 
my sadness I know there is a season for all things, 
and therefore know it is time to go.” Felicia stated 
in closing, “I wish everybody the best that God has 
to offer. And I want everyone to know I will see 
you again. For me this is not goodbye, or the end. I 
WILL see you again! The true testament to a leader 
is not how well you do when they are there – it 
is how well you do when they are not there. And 
so… people will be watching.”

There is not enough room here for all the de-
tails I gleamed from this interview. Read the 
extended version of this article, nearly double in 
length at www.hismessenger.wordpress.com

Teen Challenge 
Spring Fundraiser

By Kelly McCullough

Felipe Solis was the Master of 
Ceremonies at this year’s spring 
fundraiser on April 13th. Pastor 
Albert Ibarra welcomed everyone 
and opened in prayer. A wonder-
ful lunch was provided by Cris and 
Theresa Green, owners of Great 
American, 701 S. Mesa Hills. 
President of the Board, Daniel 
Rodriguez and Director of Wom-
en’s Facility, Betty Aguilar spoke 
briefly, and then announced two of 
the current female students.

Cristy Palacius who has been at 
the facility for six months stated, 
“Coming to Teen Challenge has 
been the best choice I have ever 
made in my life. I tried secular fa-
cilities to get help from my addic-
tions, but they didn’t work. I’m so 
thankful I found Teen Challenge. 
I would just tell others - there is 
hope for the hopeless – seek God 
with all your heart!”

Alex Peralta shared, “I came to 
Teen Challenge because I strug-
gled with many addictions for 
many years. I lost hope. It is such 
a blessing to be here, I’ve been 
learning a lot. I’m learning a lot 
about God. I give God all the glo-
ry. After this I plan to to go back 
to school, I’m really excited about 
my life now and getting hope for 
my life. I’m just thankful for Teen 
Challenge.”

The Honorable Judge Oscar 
G. Gabaldon, Jr. CWLS was the 

guest speaker. He told the story 
of a 5th grade teacher who had a 
young boy she picked out at the 
beginning of the year would be 
her “trouble student for the year.” 
Sure enough – he was. One day 
she reviewed his previous school 
records. She couldn’t believe that 
all previous teachers stated he was 
a good student with good grades. 
She couldn’t believe it was the 
same boy.

She then learned the boy’s 
mother had recently passed away. 
Shocked by this revelation, she 
then understood the change in 
the boy and changed the way she 
viewed him, and worked with him. 
She became very caring and giv-
ing and helped him greatly. The 
boy ended up inviting her to his 
High School graduation, College 
graduation, to his wedding – all 
the important moments of his life. 
This once troubled boy became a 
doctor!

Just a portion of what Judge 
Gabaldon had to offer in encour-
agement:

“We should be Character 
driven (CD) as opposed to Emo-
tional driven. CD people do the 
right thing. They are commitment 
driven, they make decisions based 
on principle, and they create mo-
mentum.”

“Emotional driven (ED) people 
are likely to increase the chances 

Honorable Judge Oscar G. Gabaldon, Jr., CWLS

Continued on page 3



Since the last issue my son and I, as 
well as my son-in-law’s family re-
ceived a package in the mail of owl 
shaped, chocolate covered, cake pops 
with a note that read, “Whoooo wants 
to know what the next little Foix will 
be? Take a bite and you will see!” My 
daughter had a sonogram and learned 
the sex of my newest grandchild. Upon 
taking a bite – the cake inside was ……
blue. So I have a new grandson on the 
way! CONGRATULATIONS Jenna 
and Andrew on your new son on the 
way – and to Kelsey and Jacob on their 
new little brother. 

****
 I’d like to introduce and say WEL-
COME to BPG – Bauer Printing and 
Graphics, owned by John Bauer. Be-
ginning with this issue they will be 

doing the graphic design and layout 
of The Messenger. John has 28 years 
experience in graphic design, and 16 
plus years experience in the printing 
industry. At BPG he is available to do 
graphic design, provide digital print-
ing, and also does book binding, re-
pairing of old Bibles and other books, 
etc. If you are in need of design, digital 
printing or book binding be sure to 
contact John and let him know The 
Messenger sent you!  For inquiries call 
John at (915) 307-6227 or visit BPG at 
155 McCutcheon Lane, El Paso.

****
Since the last issue, Heaven has 
gained two very special people. April 
12th, Sharma Brown’s fight with can-
cer ended, and she went to be with 
the Lord. Sharma was an exuberant, 

vivacious person always filled with 
joy, love and excitement. She was a 
person who loved the Lord and lived 
life to the fullest at all times, and made 
people smile and laugh whenever she 
was around – you just couldn’t help 
yourself!  I attended her memorial 
service at Immanuel Baptist Church 
on the 14th and the Sanctuary was 
packed, with people standing and the 
balcony filled. She was truly loved by 
many.
I learned just today that Pastor Hubert 
Hughes (retired) went to be with the 
Lord on April 28th just days prior to his 
85th birthday party. He was a true ser-
vant of the Lord’s and always showed 
God’s love to everyone he met. Were 
it not for Pastor Hughes and the love, 
care and concern he extended to me as 
a single mom and my two small chil-
dren over 20 years ago, I don’t know 
when or if I would have found my way 
back to the Lord. I was truly saddened 
to hear of his loss – but I know it is no 
loss to him as he is thrilled to be with 
Jesus and his wife Irma. 

****
Prayer Requests:
Lori Knipp (El Paso, TX) Recently 
diagnosed with Breast cancer went 
in for surgery on the 24 not knowing 
if it would be a lumpectomy or mas-
tectomy. Praise God it ended up as a 
lumpectomy. Last word was that she 
would also do intensive radiation. Pray 
that all cancer was removed and there 
will be no recurrence.
Socorro Salas (El Paso, TX) Devel-
oped infection following her second 
mastectomy and had an extended hos-
pital stay. Pray the Lord heals her once 
and for all and there will be no more 
recurrence.

Family of Sharma Brown
Family of Hubert Hughes

****
Precious Heavenly Father, 

Thank You for all you do for each one 
of us, and for providing all our needs. 
You know our hearts and minds and 
know our needs before we know our-
selves. Thank You Father for Your for-
giveness, and unconditional love. Help 
us each to extend those same qualities 
to those around us.
I lift up Lori Father and am so thank-
ful, and praise You that a lumpectomy 
was all that was needed. I ask that all 
trace of cancer was removed, and that 
there will be no recurrence. I ask that 
You be with both Lori and Eddie as 
they go through yet another medical 
ordeal. Help them as they take care 
of one another and help each other 
through their treatments and doctor 
appointments.
I lift up Socorro Lord, she has gone 
through so much for over a year bat-
tling breast cancer, losing both breasts 
and then now with the infection. I ask 
that You heal her completely and that 
she experience no more problems or 
recurrence. I ask that You also be with 
her three daughters as they help take 
care of her and her needs.
I lift up the families of Sharma and 
Hubert and ask that You comfort them 
as they grieve their loved ones. Of 
course they would love to still have 
them here with them – but they know 
without doubt that Sharma and Hu-
bert are praising You and celebrating 
in their heavenly bodies – free of pain 
and suffering. 
Father I pray for all my friends and 
family, and all the readers who don’t 
yet know You as their personal Sav-
ior. I pray that their eyes and ears be 
opened to the truth; that they are will-
ing to listen and accept the truth, and 
then ultimately to accept Your free gift 
of Salvation and a life spent knowing 
they will reside with You in eternity 
when it is their time to pass from this 
life.

Does it frustrate you when 
you are talking to someone and 
the person can’t or won’t give you 
his or her attention? Perhaps the 
person you are trying to com-
municate with is interrupted re-
peatedly with a cell phone, or is 
glancing at the time or just look-
ing around the room. Whereas 
we have all experienced this with 
other people, let’s make sure we 
are building attentiveness into 
our own lives. 

According to a New York 
Times report, it takes our brains 
15 minutes to return to the task 
we were working on before a 
phone call, email or text. Though 
some pride themselves with mul-
titasking, the human brain was 
wired to focus on one thing at a 
time. We must learn to focus to 
get things done well and on time.

Attentiveness, our character 
quality focus for May, is con-
centrating on the person or task 
before me. The opposite of this is 
distraction.

Let’s look at key concepts for 
building attentiveness:

1. Set Boundaries- There is a 
time to work and a time to play.

2. Look at People When They 
Speak- And stop what you are 
doing when someone addresses 
you to digest what they are say-
ing.

3. Learn to Listen- Refrain from 
drawing attention to yourself. By 
listening, you will earn the right 
to be heard. Asking questions 
when something isn’t clear will 
save time and money.

4. Align Your Spine- Proper 
posture enhances attentiveness 
and promotes optimum health for 
the body. Slouching, fidgeting or 
looking away communicates dis-
respect and a lack of interest.

5. Avoid Distractions- You know 
what slows you down or causes 
interruptions when you are try-
ing to get something done. Learn 
to say no and ignore the impulses 
that try to get you off track, know-
ing that these things impede your 
productivity.

Attention to details fosters 
success. The primary benefit of 
attentiveness is that you have the 
correct information and skills to 
do a task right the first time. In re-
lationships, you communicate es-
teem by giving your attention to 
others when they are speaking.

Finally, paying attention to 
what is going on around you may 
save your or someone else’s life. 
Practice attentiveness by listen-
ing closely and watching care-
fully- for your welfare and the 
welfare of others.

No one ever listened them-
selves out of a job- President Cal-
vin Coolidge.

Learn more.  RSVP for our 
monthly Character Luncheon on 
May 8 at Great American Land 
and Cattle Co., 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso at 11:45 AM. Cost is $10. 
Call 779-3551 with the names of 
those attending.

Laurraine Huffman, President
Southwest Character Council
Info and definitions used by per-
mission, Character First. Visit 
www.characterfirst.com.
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Let’s connect:

     Hi, my name is Robert Cormell, and I want 
to be your next Mayor. I believe in El Paso, not 
just for who we can become but for who we 
are now.  We are strong, proud, hard working, 
and independent.
     New malls and parks might make a city 
fun, but they are not what make a city great.
It’s the people, our families and friends that 
make us who we are.  I love El Paso.
     I have been a job creator for over 17 years, 
and as your next Mayor; Job Growth is Job 
#1. We must strengthen our job creators by 
cutting the red tape, holding the line on 
taxes and encouraging local hiring.   
     For a city to succeed, its citizens must have 
con�dence in their public servants.  As your 
next Mayor, I Will Work to Restore Public 
Trust. I will lead with integrity, and respect 
and include the opinions of El Pasoans. 
We must have fair rules for fair play. 

              I believe in El Paso! 
     Let’s take ownership of our great city and 
Put the Unity Back in Community.  Let’s 
celebrate El Paso history and culture, honor 
our Ft. Bliss family and adopt a spirit of 
service.  I would be honored to have your vote.

headquarters: 
2004 Montana, 79903 
phone: 
915.694.1299
facebook: 
/RobertCormellforMayor
twitter: 
@robert4epmayor
instagram: 
@robert4epmayor
email: 
robertcormellformayor@gmail.com 

web: RobertCormellforMayor.com
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When you became a believer, you also became God’s messenger. God wants to speak to the world through you. Paul said, “We speak the truth before God, as messengers of God.”  
2 Corinthians 2:17b NCV

Ms. Kelly McCullough

Please send comments, letters, 
opinions or suggestions. Email to:
Media4Him@yahoo.com

or Snail Mail to:

P.O. Box 3367
El Paso, TX 79923

Phone (915) 329-0824
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com

Graphic Design & Layout by  
Bauer Printing and Graphics

From His Messenger

Attentiveness 
vs. Distraction   

Continued on page 3
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Questions are sent to 49 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by dead-
line are published. Those that come in 
late will be included with the others 
on The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you 
are a Christian Leader and would like 
to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
I have a friend whose adult child 

(after being raised in a Christian 
home) claims to be an atheist. There 
was a major traumatic incident that 
changed this person’s whole life 
many years ago, and because of that 
they can’t believe there possibly is a 
God. This person has recently been 
talking about suicide. The mother 
and others have tried to witness to 
them about God - but to no avail. Is 
there anything specific you can ad-
vise to help in the witnessing? Spe-
cific scriptures or what to say that 
can turn this around for them?

Answers: 
Any talk of suicide should be taken 

seriously. Encourage the person to 
seek immediate help from a trained 
profession. Do a web search, if neces-
sary, but quicker is better than later. 
They are in depression and it can be 
treated.

Some think believers will not have 
trouble in life. A casual reading of 
the Bible reveals that is not the case. 
Christians suffered because they were 
followers of Jesus. If we have trouble 
that does not mean God is nonexistent. 
It is our trust or faith in God that gives 
us the strength and courage to get 
through difficult times. 

Hope is what keeps us going. After 
experiencing great loss, some doubt 
there is hope and ask, “What is the 
use?”  Note the thoughts of Job: “Why 
did I not perish at birth, and die as I 
came from the womb?” Job 3:11 NIV

Your friend should be reassured 
there is hope after tragedy and that 
they are an important part of a family.  
Prov 13:12 “Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a 
tree of life.”

Even the apostle Paul had his strug-
gles “I eagerly expect and hope that I 
will in no way be ashamed, but will 
have sufficient courage so that now as 
always Christ will be exalted in my 

body, whether by life or by death.” 
Phil 1:20

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ in East-

wood (El Paso, TX)

It is actually not uncommon for 
someone who is raised in a Christian 
home with active Christian influences 
to go away from Christ and the truths 
of His Church.  I know of several per-
sons who, though raised in Christian 
homes, yet abandoned the faith and 
became atheists (unbelievers in God).  
But when such persons begin to speak 
openly of suicide, then we must always 
take them very seriously!  I would 
help this person by reminding them 
that belief in God does not guarantee 
anyone an easy life.  The Son of God’s 
horrible, unjust death shows exactly 
what can happen to any of His follow-
ers today.  As an act of Christ’s love, 
find immediate professional counsel-
ing help for this person, and offer to go 
with them to the first sessions.  Above 
all, pray in Jesus’ name that God will 
become real to them, and that they 
will begin to recover the roots of faith 
which they have abandoned.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church (Las Cruces, NM)

We are living in times when many 
who have been raised in the faith 
have turned away. The battle here is 
a spiritual one, so it has to be fought 
through the spirit. The first thing you 
claim is Proverbs 22:6 which says 
if achild has been raised in the faith, 
when he is old he will return to it.  The 
second thing to be done is pray against 
Satan, who desires to take life.  Never 
let a day go by that you don’t pray for 
life and the desire to live where your 
child is concerned.  Also if the child 
is open to it, make an agreement to 
pray about an issue and wait on God 
to bring the answer.  The child has to 
know what it is that you are praying 
about.  Many times God will answer 
prayers to show the doubting that He 
is still working.  Remember, so often 
we want to change situations in our 
strength.  You have to depend upon 
God to take care of this.  Also don’t 
get impatient.  It takes time to move 
mountains.

 May God bless you,
Pastor Brooke David

Greenup First Baptist 
Church  (Greenup, IL)

of failure and to do more harm than 
good. ED people have to feel good 
in order to do the right thing. They 
are convenience driven; make 
popular based decisions; and wait 
for someone else to create momen-
tum.”

“Your desire determines your 
destiny. Good attitude is conta-
gious. Attitude not aptitude deter-
mines your altitude. Don ‘t listen to 
those who tell you ‘you can’t do it’ 
or ‘you can’t turn things around’”.

“Watch your thoughts. Your 
thoughts eventually become our 
words. Your words eventually be-
come your actions. Your actions 
eventually become habit. Your hab-
its eventually become your char-
acter. Your character eventually 
becomes your destiny.”

“It’s a very rare person that 
doesn’t become discouraged. We 
are called to be maestros to those 
in need. Love does not rejoice over 
others’ hurting.”

“If you can conceive it – it is 
possible.”

A silent auction was held to help 
raise funds for Teen Challenge, as 
well as a raffle for a Tempur-pedic 
mattress donated by Mattress 
Firm.

Teen Challenge provides a recov-
ery and a restoration program based 
on faith. The teachings of Jesus are 
applied in all Teen Challenge cen-
ters - lives restored through Christ 
are changed forever!

There are currently 50 people 
from 23 churches in El Paso that 
volunteer with Teen Challenge. It 
costs an average of $1500 per stu-
dent in the program. They provide a 
live-in facility free of charge to the 
students. Teen Challenge is totally 
community and church donation 
funded.

If you would like to help by vol-
unteering your time or by donat-
ing to help with expenses you may 
do so by contacting Pastor Albert 
Ibarra at (915) 757-1885. To learn 
more go to www.teenchallengeel-
paso.com.

View all the photos from this 
event on The Messenger’s Face-
book page.

Send info about your upcoming events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.com.

Wednesday, May 8th
Southwest Character Council Monthly Luncheon – Great American, 
701 S. Mesa Hills Drive, El Paso, 11:45 am to 1S:00 pm. Your res-
ervation helps the restaurant to be prepared for your meal service. Call 
the Southwest Character Council office at (915) 779-3551 to RSVP.  
Join us for a time of character building, character recognitions, sharing 
stories and networking with others working on Character First!

Thursday, May 9th
El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 

Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time, 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. Beginner friendly, Experienced 
welcome. Please come and bring a friend and ideas. For more info 
call (915) 751-2132
.
Saturday, May 11th
Who is my Neighbor – First Baptist Church, 805 Montana, El Paso, 
10:00 am  - 2:00 pm. Join with other Christians across the Border-
plex for a Christian immigration forum.  Lunch and childcare (through 
5th grade) is available. This is a free event, however, donation towards 
lunch is accepted. Please register at ccdaneighbor.eventbrite.com.

Wednesday, May 29th
Seventh Day Slumber Concert – Vineyard El Paso Church, 6115 
Transmountain Road, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm. Event is open to 

the public but seating is limited so pre-order your tickets now. General 
admission $10.00; Group rate for 10 or more is $8.00 each; VIP 
tickets $30.00 (limited quantity). This is event is hosted by Awaken 
Young Adult Ministries. For more info call (915) 757-3700.

Saturday, June 1st
Family Day at the Park – Nations Tobin Park, 8831 Railroad Drive, 
El Paso, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. All are invited to enjoy this family day 
at the park hosted by Servants of the Most High Ministry. There will 
be Barbeque, children’s games and jumpers, live praise and worship, 
fun for all. Free clothes and food boxes available for those in need. 
For more info call Larry Wilson (915) 790-8992 or Richard Wright 
(915) 549-0469.

Upcoming Events …. 

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 2
I thank You and praise You Lord for 
my daughter Jenna’s pregnancy go-
ing well. She is now over half way 
through and doing well. After losing 
two and being high risk with the last 
child – this was a concern. I thank 
You for her health, and the health of 
my new grandson. I pray You pro-
vide them with a safe and trouble-
free delivery and birth as well.
Help us Lord to each remember why 
we are told in Your Word repeatedly, 
“Do not fear” or “Do not be afraid.”  
In our humanness it is hard to not 
fear the unknown when in medical, 
financial or relational struggles. But 
we are told to not fear or be afraid 
– because You were aware of these 
situations before they came about. 
You go before us in every situation. 
You are there to go through every 
trial, struggle or battle we must face. 
We are never alone; You are by our 
side, with us even when no one else 
is, will or can be.  I pray that anyone 
reading who doesn’t know this as re-
ality in their life at this time – soon 
will – and will have the peace and 
comfort come over their soul than 
only comes when You have entered 
in.
Thank You Lord for saving me, for 
loving me no matter what; for for-
giving me time and again, and for 
showing Your love, grace and mercy 
to me every day.
Thank You Father for the privilege 
of serving You through this news-
paper. I pray that every reader be 
blessed through their reading of 
these pages and that all the glory and 
honor is Yours alone.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen



Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934
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Daniel Lucas
915-779-2489

6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 | El Paso
(Between Airway & Sioux)
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