
By Kelly McCullough

What do you get with jumping 
balloons, puppet show, popcorn, 
good food and music? Family Fun 
Day at the Park – that’s what!  On 
Saturday, June 1st Servants of the 
Most High Ministry held this special 
day at the park for families and indi-
viduals young and old. 

The day included preaching from 
the Word by Pastor Larry Wilson, two 
Praise and Worship bands – Chain 
Breaker from Austin, and Alabaster 
Jar from El Paso, announcement and 
blessing with the Shoffar with teach-
ing in Hebrew from Rabbi Avila and 
Talmidim, and prayer teams avail-
able to pray with attendees.

There were many fun things for 
kids to enjoy – the jumping balloons, 
puppet show, covered tents where 
bible teachings were held, along with 
face painting and temporary tattoos. 

Everyone enjoyed plenty of great 
cook-out food: hamburgers, hot dogs, 
beans, and chips and plenty of cold 

water through faithful donations. 
Richard Wright donated 1336 hot 
dogs, Larry Wilson, 480 hamburger 
patties, and Sunbeam donated 1200 
hot dog buns and 400 hamburger 
buns. 

There were also donations of food 
boxes and clothing for those in need. 
Many were involved in the event ei-
ther by helping physically, donating 
items, or monetarily: Del Sol Church, 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Cielo 
Vista Church, CME Baptist, Messi-
anic Church, and several other small 
ministries. Tables and chairs for the 
day were provided by AVX Audio 
Visual Technology, and Cielo Vista 
Church. Casa Ford donated the use of 
a van for the day to aid in transport-
ing people with no transportation to 
and from the event.

Many accepted the Lord as their 
Savior following the preaching from 
the Word. There were seven mem-
bers of the prayer team who also 
prayed with attendees throughout the 
day wishing to accept the Lord. “I’ve 

prayed with eight people myself who 
accepted the Lord, and many others 
have done so with the other six on the 
team.” stated Blanca Ugarte.

The highlight for me was speak-
ing with ten year old, Angel Ferrell 
who quoted Matthew 6:33, “But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” He explained 
that the Servants of the Most High 
Ministry comes to his neighborhood, 
Suntrack Mobile Home Park on Sat-
urdays. “They bring hot dogs, play 
games, run, and give out Scripture 
balloons, and give out books,” Angel 
said, “We memorize the Scriptures 
on the balloons, and I ALWAYS read 
all my books.”  There are six chil-
dren in Angel’s family and those old 
enough, along with all the other kids 
in the park always look forward to 
the ministry day when the folks show 
up to play and minister to them.

Servants of the Most High Minis-
try is seeking individuals, churches, 
organizations or other ministries that 
would like to join and partner with 
them in street ministry projects. If 
interested in working with them OR 
making donations to this ministry 
for future projects contact Richard 
Wright at (915) 549-0469 or Larry 
Wilson at (915) 790-8992.

View all the photos from this 
event on The Messenger’s Face-
book page.

By Kelly McCullough

The women, along with a couple men, of 
First Baptist Church El Paso enjoyed a brunch in 
the true Parisian fashion to celebrate 125 years of 
the church’s Woman’s Missionary Union. A deli-
cious meal of plain and spinach with mushroom 
crepes, fruit and muffins was served.

Woman’s Missionary Union® is an organi-
zation which strives to challenge Christian be-
lievers to understand and be radically involved in 
the mission of God. Since its beginning in 1888, 
WMU has been true to its basic purpose – mis-
sion involvement and mission education.
On display were tables promoting just a few of 

the ministries the women and church are involved 
in. Those on display were: Food Pantry, FBC Quil-

ters, Shoes for Orphan Souls, Clothes Closet, Border Ministry, Crossing Borders, 
International Student Ministries, and Ciudad Nueva Community Outreach. These 
are just a few of the 26 missions listed on their brochure.

Special guest speaker was Robyn Lowrie who shared experiences from her 
four months of living in Paris while working on her Master’s Degree. Robyn shared 
photos of her small apartment, museums, friends and classmates as well as stories 
of opportunities she was given to share her testimony and the love of Christ with 
those she encountered. Robyn blogged her experiences at Frenchguest.wordpress.
com for those interested in reading. Robyn closed by saying, “Bloom where you’re 
planted, whether it’s in El Paso or elsewhere.”

The brunch was closed by honoring long time members of the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union, of which four were present, the eldest being 99 years young! Sever-
al shared fond memories of times past in the Union.  Those present were Nancy Di-
eter (Mrs. George Dieter), Reida Stewart, Jo Ruth Wosika,  and Dr. Lola Dawkins. 
Not present were Mary Ann Carameros, Louise Cross, and Margaret McDaniel.

View all the photos from this event on The Messenger’s Facebook page.
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By Wally Chapman

1990’s Loaded with Crime
The violence in the city was escalating and 

the police could not control it. Drive by shoot-
ings occurred across the city. Gangs were in our 
high schools and neighborhoods, demonstrated 
by the large amount of graffiti in our city.  (Graf-
fiti Busters began to help with that problem). One 
Saturday morning a teenage boy, about 15-16 years 
of age, was standing in the middle of our street 
shooting a pistol down the street toward Memorial 
Park. He shot five times and then ran up the street 
and around the corner. I called the police and they 
said they were investigating a gang fight that had 
just occurred at Memorial Park. The police did not 

have time to come by my house even though I told 
them I could identify the person. No one was shot 
in this incident and they did not have the manpow-
er to pursue this.

130 cars were stolen each week (Estella Casas, 
10p.m. news, KVIA, August, 2012). Vehicles were 
stolen from restaurants as their owners ate inside, 
hijacked from people while they were filling their 
cars with gas; one man said he was in downtown 
El Paso stopped at a red light when a man smashed 
the drivers-side window with a tire iron, put a 
gun in his face, told him to get out and stole the 
truck. Those installing auto alarms made a lot of 
money. “The Club” was developed and available in 
all auto parts stores and large discount stores. They 
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From His Messenger ….

To all who so faithfully follow the 
Ask Christian Leaders section, you 
will notice it is missing in this is-
sue. I did not receive a question until 
deadline time and wasn’t time to get 
responses in time for printing this 
issue. However, in case the person 
who emailed the question is reading 
– don’t fret, the question was sent to 
our leaders and will be published in 
the July 11th issue.

Remember, if you have a ques-
tion in regards to faith, prophesy, the 
Bible, etc. that you would like our 
Christian leaders to answer – email 
them to:  media4him@yahoo.com 
or send via snail mail to: The Mes-
senger, PO Box 3367, El Paso, TX 
79923. 

****
Do you have a business, service, 

church, event or product that you 
could advertise in The Messenger 
and support this ministry reaching 
multiple communities? We are al-
ways in search of those who are in-
terested in helping us reach not only 
Christian readers – but more impor-
tantly the unchurched, or nonbeliev-
ers who regularly read The Messen-
ger. To continue to reach out in all the 
communities we reach, there is need 
for those willing to help financially 
support our efforts through advertis-
ing and/or donations.  Are you in-
terested in and willing to help reach 
others for the kingdom of God? If so, 
please find my contact information 
above and we can discuss how you 
would like to help.

ALSO – we are always seeking 
those who are interested in writing, 
and especially someone interested 
in helping in advertising sales (this 
would be on commission basis only). 

Again, if interested use the contact 
information above.

****
THANK YOU to my son, 

Shawne who has purchased a plane 
ticket to Illinois for me. I haven’t 
been home since 2011 so am look-
ing forward to seeing friends and 
family again. I wish Shawne could 
make the trip with me. My daughter 
Jenna, son-in-law Andrew and pre-
cious grandbabies Kelsey, Jacob and 
Aiden (in the womb) will be exiting 
the military on the 23rd and are mak-
ing a trip to Illinois before heading 
back to live in El Paso. So, I will fly 
to Illinois and connect with them and 
we will see as many folks as possible 
while there and I will ride back to El 
Paso with them. I am SO excited at 
the thought of holding my grandkids 
and “kissing them all over their fac-
es” as I keep telling them I will do! 
Please pray for travelling mercies for 
us all; safe flight for me and driving 
time for the Foix’s there and all of us 
back to El Paso.

****
Prayer Requests:

Pastor Mueller, the family and 
church family of Del Sol Church 
(El Paso) Following the loss of Dena 
Mueller. 

Martha Escajeda (El Paso) Fac-
ing weeks of recuperating and heal-
ing from broken bones due to a re-
cent fall. 

The Foix’s (soon to be El Paso) 
Pray for smooth transition as they 
exit the military and return to civil-
ian life and El Paso. Pray they find a 
new home quickly that is affordable, 
and in a good school district. And 
preferably near me!

****
Precious Heavenly Father,

Thank You for Your faithfulness 

in supplying our needs and for Your 
mercy, grace and forgiveness.

I am so thankful Father for all 
You do for me, my family and this 
ministry. Help me in the quest to 
find ways to continue to finance the 
efforts of the paper and lead me to 
those willing to help in any manner 
– writing, selling ad space, purchas-
ing ad space, donations… any way 
that would support the furthering of 
this ministry.

I thank You Lord for all the ad-
vertisers and subscribers to this 
point who have willingly supported 
The Messenger. I thank You as well 
for those who have shown support 
by submitting articles and poetry 
for publication. I pray that You bless 
all of these who have helped in the 
success of this ministry. Bless their 
finances, families, health, relation-
ships, and spiritual lives. 

I lift up Pastor Mueller, the fam-
ily and church family at Del Sol 
Church following the loss of their 
loved one, Dena Mueller. Comfort 
each of them and provide Your peace 
as they each grieve their loss over 
the coming days, months and years 
ahead of them.

I lift up Martha Escajeda and 
pray Father that You help her to heal 
very quickly following this fall so 
that she can get back to her normal 
routine. Bless her with comfort and 
lack of pain.

I lift up the Foix family Lord and 
ask that You provide a smooth and 
easy transition from military back 
to civilian life, and settle back in El 
Paso. Please help them to find their 
new home in a great school district 
area, quickly and for Andrew to be 
able to find a good job quickly as 
well.

I ask Father that You provide 
travelling mercies for the Foix’s as 
they leave Fort Bragg, NC to Illinois 
and for my safe flight from El Paso to 
Illinois; then for all of us as we drive 
back to El Paso. I ask Lord that You 
also provide us with great weather, 
and wonderful blessings as we catch 
up with family members and friends 
in Illinois we’ve missed so much.

I lift up our local and national 
political leaders and pray Father that 
You help lead them in how You de-
sire our city, state and nation to be 
run. By the printing of this issue we 
will have a new mayor along with 
other new council members. I pray 

Father that You help them make 
the decisions necessary to lead our 
city in the correct manner. I pray 
the same for our national leaders, 
Father – may they turn to You and 
seek Your guidance and Your will. 
There is so much scandal in the news 
nearly daily. Help us Father as a na-
tion to repent of our sins and the 
wrongs we’ve committed. Please 
bless our nation and bring us back to 
the Christian nation we once were.

I love You Lord and thank You 
for the opportunity to serve You 
through this ministry. May it glorify 
You, and be a conduit in helping to 
bring the lost to know You, and to re-
ceive the gift of Your Salvation.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

Continued from cover

were a hot seller.
Wrought iron bars on windows 

and doors became commonplace. 
The comment by many was “I feel 
like a prisoner in my own home. I 
have the bars to protect my things 
and myself and the criminals are 
the ones that have the freedom.”  
If a garage door was open while 
someone was working outside and 
they left it open and went inside to 
get a drink, sometimes when they 
returned, things in their garage had 
disappeared.  A friend of mine in 10 
minutes had lost 2 sets of golf clubs, 
a weed eater, and a bicycle. This was 
in the middle of the day.

A teenage boy was driving one 
night in the desert in northeast El 
Paso and saw a fire. As he drove to-
wards the fire, a bullet went through 
his windshield. He turned around 
and fled the scene. He called the 
police to report what happened and 
was told to stay away from those 
places as animal sacrifices occurred 
periodically and it wasn’t safe.

Teenage girls were being kid-
napped and many bodies were found 
buried in the desert near northeast 
El Paso. (James Leonard Woods 
was eventually convicted for some 
of these murders.)  As a father of 4 
girls, I was always concerned for 
their safety. We would always tell 
them to be in groups and not travel 
or walk around alone.

See Part 3 in the July 11th issue.

June 20, 2013 - July 10, 2013

Musings 
of a
Growing
Boy:
Fire Ants
Oh boy! Did I get in trouble!
It seemed like a perfect idea at the time.

Listen to this.
 My buddy Rob lives next door. 
 We usually hang out in the front yard. 
 Everything would have been OK except 
for Jerry. Jerry who lives on the corner, is 
only four. When he saw us outside, he’d 
come over wanting to play with us. He just 
didn’t understand older boys like us don’t 
hang out with little kids like him. We just 
couldn’t get rid of him!
 One day Rob and I were outside smash-
ing fire ants in the driveway when, of 
course, Jerry showed up. That’s when I had 
this perfect idea. 
 “Hey, Rob, let’s put ants down his neck,” 
I said. 
 “Jerry, turn around,” I ordered as I picked 
up an ant and he obeyed. 
 I put one ant down his neck, then another, 
and another. Jerry just stood there, happy 
that we were including him in our game. But 
all of a sudden, Jerry let out a scream and 
bolted.
 It had worked. We had gotten rid of the 
little pest!
 But then … here came Jerry’s mother up 
the sidewalk, fuming.
 Without even looking our way she 
banged on the front door. When mother 
opened it she got yelled at, was told what a 
monster of a son she had, what a bad mother 
she was.
 Poor mother! She tried to defend me. “I 
can’t imagine him doing anything like that. 
Are you sure it was him? If he’s guilty, I am 
sorry.” By then, I was hiding behind the car. 
Rob had disappeared. 
 As soon as Jerry’s mother calmed down 
and left, it was my turn to get it. Mother 
called me inside to hear my version. When I 
told her, she was as furious as Jerry’s moth-
er. She marched me straight to Jerry’s house.
 It felt weird when Jerry’s mother invited 
us in. When I saw Jerry I knew why she had 
asked us in. There he was, bare to the waist, 
eyes swollen and still full of tears. Then 
Jerry’s mother turned him around and I saw 
his back! That’s when I realized what I had 
done!!! He was full of hot red swollen welts 
from his neck to his waist. Terrible! 
 My mother had marched me over there 
to say I was sorry. Now I was! When I told 
Jerry I was sorry he tried to smile, which 
made me feel worse.
 Lord, I acted without thinking. I didn’t 
mean to hurt Jerry.  
 I didn’t think about how painful the ant 
stings would be. 
 I didn’t think of the bad feelings I would 
cause between our mothers. 
 Please forgive me because I am truly 
sorry!
 And please help me think of the CONSE-
QUENCES of the things I do. 
 Can you give me a word to remember 
when I’m about to do what I shouldn’t?
 The Lord answered:
“Whatever you do, do it… as to the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:23).

(From SEÑOR, NO ME DEJES RODAR by Josie 
Smith. Illustration by Kenneth Evenson)



Do you know what Matthew did 
after Jesus called him to be a dis-
ciple? He threw a party and invited 
his friends over to meet Jesus. How 
would you like to introduce your 
friends to Jesus? You can through 
My Hope with Billy Graham, a na-
tionwide outreach equipping Chris-
tians to share their faith.
Meetings are taking place now 
with pastors in the area to provide 

tools that can be used to train mod-
ern-day “Matthews” in their own 
churches. Let your pastor know, or 
if you are a pastor visit online at 
www.myhopewithbillygraham.org.
Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion Training will be taking place in 
El Paso on Thursday, June 27th at 
1:00 pm at First Baptist Church, 805 
Montana Avenue. For more infor-
mation call (915) 533-1465.

Send info about your 
upcoming events to me-
dia4him@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings 
online at https://hismes-
senger.wordpress.com.

Tuesday, June 18th
Latino National Republi-
can Coalition Meeting - 
Fuddruckers Restaurant, 
7942 Gateway East Blvd. 
in the meeting room. 
Social at 6:30 pm, Meet-
ing at 7:00 pm. Guest 
Speaker is Jesus Barona 
Attorney on Immigration 
Laws and the future on 
immigration events. Will 
also review the passed 
Amendments of the City 
Charter and what is in 
store for the City Govern-
ments. Everyone is wel-
comed, bring a friend. For 
info call (915) 591-6442.

Saturday, June 22nd
Summer Bash – Open 
Gate Church, 9821 Mc-
Combs, El Paso, 1:00 pm 
– 4:00 pm. Join in a day 
of fun and bring the sum-
mer in with a bash and be 
prepared to get wet! For 

more info call (915) 751-
2403.

Thursday, June 27th
Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association Training – 
First Baptist Church, 805 
Montana Avenue, El Paso, 
1:00 pm. Would you like 
to introduce your friends 
to Jesus? Learn how, or 
how to be more comfort-
able doing so with My 
Hope with Billy Graham, 
a nationwide outreach 
equipping Christians to 
share their faith. Open to 
all who wish to attend. For 
more info call (915) 533-
1465.
All Pastors visit online 
at www.myhopewithbil-
lygraham.org.

Thursday, July 11th
El Paso’s Northeast Quil-
ters Guild – Grace Pres-
byterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 
pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time, 7:00 pm – 
9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Beginner friend-
ly, experienced welcome. 
Please come and bring a 
friend and ideas. For more 
info call (915) 751-2132.

$2.00 OFF *
Purchase of ANY
Entrée w/Drink

Summer Saturday SpecialSummer Saturday Special

Enter to win $50
Summer Gas Card

Name___________________
Phone___________________

Plus

Coupon valid Saturdays ONLY. One 
person per coupon. *Expires 8/31/13

A Pledge to Fight Child 
Obesity and Bullying

Long hair, a nice tan and a wide smile is not the picture 
one sees as a former bully victim. For this same person to 
be a successful, vibrant and thriving 20-year-old student 
seems even more unlikely.  Yet this is the founder of the 
Nutrition and anti-bullying camp being run at the SAC 
from 8am to 12pm, where about 65 children attend daily.

Pencil-legs was a nick-name given to Prissilla Esco-
bar, a UT Austin student, when she was young. Now years 
later, she has created a summer camp to prevent kids from 
going through the same thing. 

Prissilla’s Pledge Camp: A Pledge to be Healthy, is a 
place kids can come to get in shape, learn about nutrition 
and hear stories of people who were bullied. 

Prissilla is trying to create a permanent change. Her de-
cision to have the children engage in everyday games was 
done in the hopes that they would carry on the behavior af-
ter camp ends. The children are taught about healthy food, 
and quizzed daily. The camp incorporates games like tag 
and ninja as well as dancing to show and teach that staying 
active can be fun.

“All this is done in the hopes of lowering El Paso’s 
high child obesity rates,” says Prissilla. The inspiration for 
her camp came during her internship with a nutrition clinic 
here in El Paso. She said that finding how prevalent child 
obesity was the question rose, “What can I do?” And her 
motivation came from frustration. “I was tired of people 
just talking but not doing anything.”

Prisilla turned in a proposal to Socorro Independent 
School District, which was approved. She then spent her 
Spring break recruiting volunteers and getting sponsors. 

Prissilla believes that health and body image are very 
related to bullying. “I know bullying is big problem in 
school these days, and I know that overweight kids get 
bullied more. Another big reason I started this camp is be-
cause I was bullied like crazy when I was a kid. I was bul-
lied for the opposite reason, for being too skinny.” 

Prissilla went on to explain that it wasn’t until high 

school that things calmed 
down. “I seriously didn’t 
start wearing shorts until 
my freshman year of high 
school.” 

It was then that she made 
a good friend who helped in-
still a positive image of her-
self. Prissilla has incorporat-
ed guest speakers and special 
activities to show the kids 
that they have too much in 
common to bully each other. 

Who would have guessed 
that a tall, beautiful, slim young woman would ever have 
encountered the pains of bullying? The pain from looking 
back on her past is helping shape the future of kids in El 
Paso. Instead of letting the pains get her down into a world 
of depression she gives other kids an opportunity to share 
their pain and “exercise” their right to be proud. 

There are times in life that seem unfair. The question 
constantly arises, “Why me?” When in reality, it should 
be, “What can I do to help others?” 

During the camp activities an interesting revelation 
came to light. The camp leaders asked the kids if they had 
ever been bullied and only three raised their hands. Prissil-
la then talked to them about a movie they all could remem-
ber, “Mean Girls.” She then told then to close their eyes 
and asked them again. This time everyone raised his or her 
hand. They opened their eyes and were amazed to see that 
each and every one of them shared this experience. 

The activity didn’t end there. She asked them to close 
their eyes one more time and asked, “How many of you 
have done the bullying?” The same result came to light. 

Prissilla explained to the kids that bullying back is a 
defense mechanism to try and protect ourselves from the 
words others are throwing at us. However, it’s not produc-
tive and causes the very cycle that they just witnessed. 

Along with these activities kids also got to hear testi-
monies from people who grew up obese and took the posi-
tive steps to loose weight. 

When it came to the kids’ response many agreed that 
this camp was a good thing in their lives. One young girl 
said the next time a bully makes fun of her appearance she 
will embrace who she is and be proud rather then become 
ashamed.

To see pictures of the camp and learn more about 
what is going on in Prissilla’s Pledge Camp be sure to 
visit their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/prissil-
laspledgecamp.

Touching Graduation
By Michele 

Watson

Was there a 
college gradua-
tion this week-
end?  I know I 
attended one at 
University of 
Texas-Arlington 
for my son, John. 
But, my memory 
(and heart) cling 
to a 15 second 
event that happened at the end.   

John was seated next to the 
only other graduate in a wheel-
chair. That is how it always goes 
at assemblies, all wheelchairs to-
gether.  (Incidentally, Kathleen 
aced the guess on the number of 
students graduating in wheel-
chairs. She bet two:  John and 
an E-chair (motorized). Troy 
guessed five (??).  He even tried 
to include the seeing-eye dog and 
blind student when he realized he 
was losing the bet).

E-chair crossed the stage first, 
with his classmates. He needed an 
assistant, but still moved smooth-
ly. I noticed that he couldn’t really 
reach the control with his hands 
and short arms.  I also noticed his 
smile – ear to ear. 

John fell into line with his ma-
jor and rolled across the stage; 
Powerful and proud. The rest of 
that moment I saw through flood-

ed eyes. John’s 
cheering section 
was pretty emo-
tional. 

Finally, the 
best part of any 
commencement, 
Tassel Turning! 
But, when the 
grads were told to 
turn their tassels, I 
saw 27 years roll 
into 15 seconds.  

Instead of turn-
ing his own tassel, John reached 
over to turn his fellow graduate’s 
tassel first.   What would’ve been 
an impossible task for E-chair 
or a routine task for the assistant 
was done with respect and mutual 
celebration.  I am pretty sure John 
then turned his own tassel, but I 
am only guessing. Eyes flooded, 
again. 

There it was, in 15 seconds, 
everything Troy and I dreamed 
for our son: a selfless, kind heart. 
A gentleman who puts others’ 
needs first. And, an athlete with a 
college degree. 

Thank you, Dear Lord, for 
prayers answered.  

John is paraplegic due to a spi-
nal cord injury at age 11 months. 
He plays for the UT-A B.ball and 
tennis teams and was named First 
Team All-Tournament (top 6 out 
of 300 players).

John Watson receives diploma from University of 
Texas - Arlington.  Photo provided by Michele Watson

My Hope America
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Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934

Music provided by

Special appearance by


