
Several El Paso churches came 
together on Friday July 12 to host 
an evening of music, and testimo-
nies at Grace Gardens. The Grace 
and Peace Outreach featured Pas-
tor Pancho Juarez from Calvary 
Chapel Montebello, Actor Juan 
Paul Jones and the Gutierrez broth-
ers.

To some this was just another 
cliché revival right down to the 
3,000 folding chairs set up beneath 
a white tent.  It could have been a 
scene right out of a movie. 

However, there was nothing cli-
ché about this night. Before each 
speaker made their way to the stage 
they spent time mingling amongst 
the crowd of people. It was evident 
in their low key attitude and their 
eagerness to meet with the people 
that they were here not just to pro-
mote their church, or band. 

“There is nothing I can really 
say because Pancho is not here to 
teach Panchism. I’m here to teach 
Christianity.” Pancho Juarez said.

When Pastor Juarez stepped up 
to the stage to speak to the crowd 
he told the story of his past before 
he became a Christian. He spoke of 
his struggles and heartache grow-
ing up raised by a single mother, 
his time in the Marines, struggles 
with drug abuse and even abortion. 
The words of his testimony reached 

to every type of person present that 
night. 

When Pastor Juarez was asked 
what he thought of Atheism he re-
sponded, “The receptacle of God’s 
Word is the heart. We were created 
by God to search for eternity. Ec-
clesiastes 3:11 says so. So the cyni-
cal people like me, perhaps those 
involved in drugs, need to know 
this. You’re talking about me. I 
responded like that before I knew 
God.”

Juarez went on to say that he 
hoped the people would store up 
the Word they heard that night. He 
said, “Life has a way of being mis-
erable. Life has a snake and it bites. 
When it bites there is no antidote 
for the venom. But then the Word, 
Lord willing, will come back to 
their mind.”

For Chris Candelaria this was 
not just another church revival. He 
felt the importance of this night and 
decided to take on the challenge 
that embodied the night. When 
Pastor Juarez presented the oppor-
tunity to stand and be reconciled 
for every wrong committed in their 
life Chris shot up from his chair. 

Chris said, “Jesus acknowledg-
es that I accept him, and I acknowl-
edge that He died for me to save us. 
And I want to live for Him.”

When Chris and his brother 

were young their parents died unex-
pectedly. They went to their pastor 
seeking answers and the pastor told 
them, “God wanted your mother.” 
This was something that didn’t sit 
well with Chris and caused him to 
drift from God. It was clear to him 
that the decision made this night 
was something that had been brew-
ing for a while. 

His girlfriend Amber Ingrim 

had been praying for this moment 
for a long time.

“I am the happiest girlfriend 
on the planet Earth right now,” In-
grim said, “Now we will be able 
to encourage each other, and talk 
through things.”

If Chris had been the only per-
son to stand up and receive redemp-
tion the night would have been 
worth it. Even with all the people 
who came to understand faith, Pas-
tor Martin Arriola knows that this 
event was not just about sharing the 
Gospel but also about bringing to-

gether the Church. 
Pastor Arriola truly felt that this 

event wasn’t hosted by his church, 
but THE Church. Several denomi-
nations came together to serve in 
childcare, ushering, counseling 
and coordinating food. Over 200 
churches were invited to the event.

Pastor Arriola truly believes 
that if the community can continue 
to die to self, put differences aside 
and to come together the city of El 
Paso will receive the true love of 
Christ.

• Christ-centered, quality education

• Majors in business administration, Christian studies,  
criminal justice and general studies

• Location: First Baptist Church, 805 Montana Ave., El Paso

• Find out more at www.hputx.edu/elpaso or by calling 915-533-8500
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The Gutierrez Brothers play while Pancho Juarez leads in prayer. 
Photo by Alexine Garcia.

Spiritually Anything Goes
Let’s now look at the spiritual 

condition of El Paso in the late 1980’s 
to the early 1990’s. During this period 
of time, Dallas’ population was 50% 
larger than El Paso. Dallas had 2700 
churches and El Paso had 400 (Prot-
estant and Catholic combined). Most 
of the Protestant churches consisted 
of less than 100 members. These 
churches had little to do with each 
other and often spoke negatively 
about each other.

The mindset of many in El Paso 
spiritually was, “if it works, I’ll try 
it.” Guidance was sought in many 
different places. Some went to palm 
readers. Some used tarot cards, oth-
ers pursued automatic writing (where 
a person would ask an angel/demon 

a question on paper and then put the 
pen in your left hand and it would 
move and give an answer). Ouiji 
boards were sold in the game depart-
ment of stores and people would try 
to contact the dead. Horoscopes were 
used for guidance. (I always won-
dered why someone would get guid-
ance from a bunch of stones floating 
around in the sky rather than from the 
One who put them there.) There were 
witches covens in many of our high 
schools, and this was reported in our 
local television news. Some planted 
garlic around the house of newlyweds 
to help drive evil spirits away so the 
couple would be fertile. A good friend 
and one I trust completely stayed with 
a family for the night. The baby in the 
crib had a high fever and my friend 

suggested they take the baby to the 
hospital. The parents assured him ev-
erything would be alright. They de-
cided that night they would put a raw 
egg on a plate under the crib so that 
the fever would leave the baby’s body 
and cook the egg. The next morning 
the egg was cooked and the baby had 
no fever. Occult activity and super-
stitions were commonplace in many 
lives. If it works, it must be OK.

Our church was broken into and 
robbed. This had happened before, 
but this time was different.  The 
things stolen were perfume from the 
secretary’s desk drawer (but the mon-
ey was left), a book from my library, 
a tape from a collection on Satan, 
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Dear Ms. McCullough, 
While Alexine Garcia’s informa-

tive article “The History of Dating and 
Why it Matters” (July 11-24 issue) is 
helpful in its initial endeavor (speak-
ing to the historical development of the 
term and practice of dating), it fails to 
sufficiently develop its second task in 
two key respects. 

First, while it is true that modern 
dating practices have been shaped in 
part by falling moral and social norms, 
Ms. Garcia’s words would have the 
reader believe that one still has a choice 
between such modern practices and a 
historical, Christian alternative. How-
ever, such a view fails to also take into 
account the historical and social con-
texts of both ‘true courtship’ (Garcia’s 
words) and modern dating. Historical 
courtship overwhelmingly occurred 
in communities during historical peri-
ods where mobility was not yet a fact 
of life - an individual would grow up 
in a community with a handful of eli-
gible partners, and trusted members of 
that community (parents, pastors, and 
even politicians and business leaders) 

who knew both individuals would as-
sist in setting up the match. Modern 
dating practices have been influenced 
as much by the globalized, incredibly 
mobile pace of society as by changes in 
accepted morals. In today’s society, a 
teenager often moves hours away from 
any family, and is immediately thrust 
into a world dominated by his peers 
(college) in which he has few, if any, 
trusted connections. Upon graduation, 
he will again make the move to a city 
to find work, and will come upon the 
same situation. While the current aver-
age ages for marriage in our society (28 
for men, 26 for women) do have some-
thing to do with our dating culture of 
preference, they also have to do with 
the fact that our post-college man, now 
in a new city hours away from home, 
has (statistically) tens of thousands of 
dollars in student loan debt and a me-
nial job attempting to break into a dif-
ficult market in which he works 60-70 
hours weekly.  His ability to pursue a 
‘historical family life’ is incredibly 
limited. 

Second, I question the title, “…Why 

it Matters” when the only application 
given to the article is that we should 
question whether or not our dating ritu-
als have been influenced by worldly 
standards. Of course our dating rituals 
have been shaped by these standards! 
Yet the article implies that all of our 
Christian young people are sinfully 
‘choosing to date’ when a viable alter-
native exists. And no viable alternative 
is given! Thousands of young adults 
are indeed ‘seeking God’s voice’ when 
it comes to the ‘big decision’ of dating, 
yet they still find themselves in incredi-
bly difficult situations with little Godly 
counsel - and this is not anyone’s fault, 
but is simply due to changing contexts. 

For a truly ‘God-centered’ ap-
proach to dating, we must affirm what 
was wise about ‘true courtship’ - a 
community of individuals who could 
provide informed counsel and accept-
ed accountability to couples - while 
acknowledging that such communities 
do not naturally exist easily in today’s 
world. Christian young people must 
seek out such wisdom in the context 
of their local churches and college fel-
lowships. They must actively seek to 
reject what truly are ‘worldly standards 
of dating’ which go against Biblical 
instructions concerning moral and sex-
ual norms. However, we as the church 
must also seek to mentor them in these 
areas instead of simply accusing them 
of being of the world. We must ac-
knowledge the difficult economic and 
social situations individuals find them-
selves in in our modern age, and show 
them different ways of meeting, find-
ing entertainment together, and slowly 
developing the emotional bonds which 
lead to marriage, in the context of de-
veloping their Christian commitment 
to the church, their communities, and 
a broken world. That, and not an empty 
accusation without application, is why 
rethinking dating matters. 

Sincerely,
Stephen Yates
Assistant Pastor to Youth and Families
University Presbyterian Church
Las Cruces, NM

The word “justice” evokes an im-
age of a set of scales symbolizing the 
impartial weighing of two sides of a 
legal dispute. Whether we are talk-
ing about the legal system, business, 
politics or our private lives, the issue 
of justice is one that ells so much about 
our character.

The character quality of justice is 
our focus in July – taking personal 
responsibility to uphold what is pure, 
right and true in our everyday deci-
sions. The opposite of justice is cor-
ruption.

Good business owners strive to be 
fair in dealings with employees, ven-
dors and clients. That would mean not 
withholding compensation when there 
is the ability to pay, assisting those 
who are poor or in need, and treating 
all fairly, sincerely and honestly.

What is right, is right. We know 
that stealing, for example is a crime. 
It’s just as wrong for an executive to 
steal from a company as it is for an 
employee to steal, regardless of the 
amount.

Unequal weights and measures be-
come unjust gain. Giving gifts to gain 
favor with “important” persons is cor-

rupting. Bribery has led high-profile 
people in our community into very 
serious trouble.

Let’s weigh in and see how we can 
build justice and pass it on with these 
key concepts:

• Think about the matter. Gather 
the facts before making a decision. 
Sometimes preliminary information 
doesn’t tell the whole story and there-
fore wrong judgments will be made.

• Take personal responsibility. You 
demonstrate justice when you take 
responsibility for your thoughts and 
actions, and past behavior. Use your 
resources and the opportunities before 
you to uphold what is right.

• Face injustice. It is easier to avoid 
dealing with injustice than to face a 
complicated situation. Remember that 
corruption grows wild in the shade and 
hurts people.

• Speak out. Know it will take cour-
age to stand up for what is right and 
just, and against what is wrong.

• Promote reform and restoration, 
not revenge. Help family members and 
associates at work to recognize and re-
ject wrongdoing.

The late Sheriff Leo Samaniego 
was very highly respected in the El 
Paso community, leading his depart-

ment to receive numerous rewards 
over the years. His motto was simple: 
“Do the right thing because it is the 
right thing to do.”

In these days of multiple opinions 
in media bombarding us, where are the 
timeless moral compasses needed in 
business and at home? Everyone can-
not be right. One can begin to discover 
what is right and just by looking at the 
fruit of the matter. And true justice 
will stand the test of time, because true 
justice brings peace, goodness, order 
and stability.

“Success is a good thing; wealth is 
a good thing: honor is better, but jus-
tice excels them all.”

David Dudley Field
REMINDER: There will be no 

Character Luncheons this summer.
Call the SWCC office if we can 

serve you in any way. We are open! 
Have a great summer!

Laurraine Huffman, President
Southwest Character Council
Info and definitions used by permis-
sion. See www.characterfirst.com.
10920 Marconi Lane, 
El Paso, TX 79935
(915) 779-3551

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

Justice in July
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From His Messenger ….
PRAISE GOD for the wonderful rain we have been getting at my house the past few days!  How 

glorious, and what a great and much needed blessing this has been. Not to mention how it has cooled 
things off this week. 

THANK YOU to my daughter and son-in-law for buying me a washing machine!  Mine conked 
out about nine months ago, so after nearly 30 years of owning my own machines, I’ve had to go to the 
laundry mat. But, recently they found a nice, used one on Craigslist and surprised me with a working 
machine when I came home one day. I did several loads of laundry before leaving the house today – it 
was so awesome to once again be able to do it in the luxury of my own home, rather than dragging 
everything out to the laundry mat. What a HUGE blessing this is for me. Thanks again you guys 

CONGRATULATIONS to my daughter, son-in-law, and precious grandkids – as their search for 
a new home came to an end today. They signed a lease on their dream home for six months, and then 
plan to purchase the house once the lease is over.  They were near exhausted after house searching 
for the past almost three weeks. I went with them to see this house yesterday in Horizon, and I knew 
when I saw it – this would be the one. They got word today that their application was approved and 
they went in hours later to sign the lease. Now they just have to wait for the moving company to bring 
their belongings in from storage in Atlanta, GA and they can get their home set up. I am SO incredibly 
happy for them. It’s a beautiful home, nicer than any I’ve ever had, and is currently in the process of 
getting all brand new carpet installed, and all the walls painted. It was just built in 2005 – so after all 
the repairs being made it will seem like a brand new home. 

CONGRATULATIONS also go out to my son, who after just a brief layoff is back to work. Un-
fortunately, while the pay is good with this company – it is never permanent and there are no benefits. 
But, work is work.

****
Prayer Requests:
Shawne McCullough (El Paso, TX) had a job interview today for a job that would be permanent 

and would have benefits. 
A friend diagnosed with breast cancer

****
Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You Lord for the blessing of all the rain we have been receiving these past few days, along 

with the much cooler weather. It has been a much needed reprieve and so enjoyable.
I lift up my son, Shawne to you Father and ask that Your will be done in regards to this job inter-

view and possible job. I thank You that he has recently been called back to work with the old company 
and is able to have that income coming in. But, Lord You know it is important also for him to have 
benefits such as insurance, so I ask that if it not be Your will for this particular job he interviewed for to 
go through, that You would then lead him to the job that is Your plan for him. That he find something 
that have the benefits he needs, as well as pays the income he needs to get a home of his own.

I lift up my friend Father that recently received a breast cancer diagnosis. I pray that she remain 
peaceful and aware of Your presence at all times. I pray for the doctors, surgeon, nurses and all that 
will work with her through the lumpectomy, and following treatment plan. This is my second friend 
in a matter of months to have received this diagnosis. I pray Father that You fill them both with the 
peace that passes all understanding and that they keep a positive attitude and lean on You in any time 
of fear, pain, and questioning. I thank You in advance for the positive outcome for both of these dear 
ladies – and for their healing and recovery.

I thank You Father for our military men and women – I lift each one up to You. I pray blessings 
and protection upon their lives, and for their families. 

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen



Questions are sent to 50 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.word-
press.com. If you are a Christian 
Leader and would like to be con-
sidered to join this panel – OR - if 
you have a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact informa-
tion to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
In the Bible when it speaks of 

Sheol and the Pit is that the same 
as hell or are they different places? 
And is Levithan and Satan one and 
the same? 

Answers:
The terms Sheol and the Pit are 

one in the same, but they are dif-
ferent than what we understand 
Hell to be.  Sheol is an Old Tes-
tament term, which was the abode 
of the dead.  Prior to the coming 
of Jesus, when people died, they 
went to Sheol.  The place of bless-
ing was Paradise and the place 
of torment was the Pit, Hades, or 
Tartarus.  When Jesus arose He 
took Paradise with Him to heaven, 
leaving Sheol or Hades.  The final 
resting place of the fallen angels 
and those who reject Jesus will be 
Hell or the Lake of Fire. This final 
destination does not happen until 
after the last judgment or the Great 
White Throne judgment.  The only 

residents of Hell today are fallen 
angels.

 Leviathan and Satan do have 
some connection in Satan wor-
ship, but in the Bible Leviathan 
normally designates a sea monster 
or a large fish.

May God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis

Greenup First Baptist Church 
(Greenup, IL)

Sheol and its synonym “the 
pit” are terms for the places of the 
dead in the Old Testament.  Old 
Testament persons (both the writ-
ers and the people they are writ-
ing about) have for the most part 
no developed concept of “life af-
ter death”.  When persons died in 
ancient Israel the living spoke of 
them as “having being gathered to 
their fathers”, and also referred to 
them as “going down to the pit” or 
“to Sheol”.  We must understand 
that in those ancient times, and in 
ancient Canaan the dead were of-
ten “buried” in the family cave or 
grave.  They were literally placed 
with “their fathers”, or at least the 
bones thereof.  As for “going down 
to the pit”, this is what the relatives 
did with a dead body:  they low-
ered them down into pits, holes, or 
caves, some of which were found, 
and others of which were dug.  As 
for your other question, Leviathan 
is not a synonym for Satan.  It is 
a transliteration for the Hebrew 
word which could mean anything 
from sea monster to sea dragon.  

It may actually have been used in 
ancient Israel to describe the Hip-
popotamus -- a creature which to 
the highly provincial Israelites of 
that time would have been all but 
legendary.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerk-
sen

St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

The purpose of translations is 
to communicate the message to the 
audience in words they can under-
stand.  Consider not only the word, 
but also the context of the sentence 
and paragraph. “Sheol” is used 66 
times in the OT and depending on 
the context has one of two mean-
ings: death or the place where the 
dead are in a conscience but spirit 
state. “Pit” is a hole in the ground 
which could be empty, a grave, a 
cistern with or without water or a 
tar pit.

“Leviathan” is used in Job 40:1. 
It is obscure but likely means some 
kind of large water creature which 
broke most fishing lines and nets 
that may have been used in an ef-
fort to catch it. The Lord’s point is 
this: “Job, since you know so little 
about the environment of this plan-
et, you are hardly qualified to pass 
judgment upon Him who made the 
entire Universe, together with its 
wonderful and baffling creatures.”

There is no biblical suggestion 
that Satan is being described. 

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist

Church of Christ in Eastwood 
(El Paso, TX)

When reading the Scriptures, it 
is very important not to un-contex-
tualized (out of context) the text.  
Meaning, that while words can 
have similar if not the same mean-
ing, they can have different mean-
ings based on the context in which 
the word is used.  For instance, ac-
cording to the Jewish Encyclope-
dia, the word Sheol means “grave” 
while its synonym means “pit” 
which Jesus refers to in the New 
Testament as “bottomless pit”.  
Relativity speaking, each of these 
words can imply a separation from 
God both physically and spiritu-
ally.  As stated earlier, keeping the 
words in the context of the scrip-
ture will give better understanding 
of the word is implied.  As for Lev-
ithan and Satan being one and the 
same, in short, no.  While Satan is 
referred to as a serpent (that devil, 
snake), which is one of the many 
forms that Satan can take, while 
most research will identify Levi-
than as a “sea monster” that Christ 
defeats meaning that Satan is busy 
all the time while Levithan is for a 
specific purpose in time. 

Blessings,
Associate Pastor/Director Mark 

A. Rawlins
El Paso International School of 

Faith
(El Paso, TX)

expires 08/31/13

Send info about your upcoming events to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure 
to send them several weeks in advance of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.

Saturday, August 3rd
Book Signing – Barnes & Nobel, 705 Sunland Park Drive, El Paso, 1:00 pm – 
3:00 pm. Author Gregory A. Booker will be available to discuss and sign his 
newest book, “Inspired Writings of a Prophet for Jesus the Christ.” 

Thursday, August 8th
El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mag-
netic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Meeting and Program. Beginner friendly, experienced welcome. Please come 
and bring a friend and ideas. For more info call (915) 751-2132.

Continued from cover
and a church roster. For the next 3 
months, every family in the church 
had some problem. Relatives or im-
mediate family members of thosein 
the church were dying or having 
health issues. Healthy marriages 
were having problems and good 
children were having problems with 
friends and at school. The church 
was robbed again 3 months later and 
when the police officer arrived I told 
him of the events that had happened; 
he stated he thought it was a satanic 
attack, that a group may have put a 
curse on each family and used the 
church roster for that purpose. I had 
never heard of this before. The next 
Sunday I explained what he said to 
the church, we prayed, and all of the 
problems disappeared immediately.

Shortly after this happened at the 
church, Dr. Walter Martin, spoke 
at the El Paso Convention Center.  
He wrote Kingdom of the Cults 
and many other books on religions 
birthed in America and paranormal 
events.  After he spoke, there was a 
question and answer session. I went 
to the microphone. I asked him what 
he thought about what the police 
officer had said about the robbery 
being occult related; Dr. Martin’s 
response surprised me. He said,” it 
was very likely a demonic assault on 
the church. In fact, the triangle be-
tween El Paso/Juarez, Las Cruces, 
and Alamogordo has been the center 
of satanic activity in the U.S. for the 
past 100 years.”

Be sure to pick up the August 8th 
issue for Part 5 of this series by Wally 
Chapman. Or follow this series at 
www.hismessenger.wordpress.com

A night of healing and prayer with Marcos Witt. 
Friday, August 2nd 7PM at Iglesia Rey de Paz and 
Church of St. Clements, 810 N. Campbell, El Paso.

This evening plenary session of the Caminemos 
Juntos conference for Anglicans in Hispanic/Latino 
Ministry and is free and open to the public. The eve-
ning will be in Spanish with simultaneous transla-
tion into English available. Childcare will also be 
available. A love offering will be taken at the end 
of the service. 

For more information on the overall conference 
see: www.caminemos-juntos.com or call Church of 
St. Clements: 915-533-4915.
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FREE IN JESUS 
By Jeffrey Pollock

Enough stalling,
Freedom is calling:
Surrender to Jesus,

And live.

 Cease from falling,
Freedom is calling:

Stand for Jesus,
And give.

Stop your bawling,
Freedom is calling:

Submit to God,
And love.

Live for others, 
Give your life away; 
Love like Jesus did, 

Today.

Galatians 5:1
It is for freedom that
Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves 
be burdened again by 

a yoke of slavery.
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