
The Effects of Prayer
The central part of this change 

was prayer. Prayer had been part of 
the life of El Paso for centuries but 
in the 1990’s it became intensified 
as people across the city joined in 
a united front to ask God to change 
our city. One group led by Laur-
raine Huffman, called “Interces-
sors for Jesus” under the banner 
of El Paso for Jesus, began uniting 
Christians in the city to pray for our 
city, mayor, city government, and 
all the activities in the city. This 
group and many more groups in 
the city prayed daily for the El 
Paso/Juarez area. There were many 
groups active in 2012; some have 
someone in the city praying each 
hour for the city, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. As people faithfully 
pray, not just saying rote prayers, 
God sees the heart and answers. In 
the New Testament it says, “The 
prayer of a righteous man is pow-
erful and effective.”

For years people have attended 
and prayed for the decisions at city 

council meetings. School board 
meetings are prayed for as well 
as commissioners’ court meet-
ings. They pray for the decisions 
and for the people making those 
decisions.

Ruth Miller had a burden for 
police officers. Wanting to have 
officers protected she developed 
“Shield- a- Badge.”  She went to 
churches and asked people to sign 
up to pray for a police officer every 
day. She compiled a list of people 
who wanted to pray and then went 
to the police department to sign up 
officers who wished to be prayed 
for. As officers saw positive results 
happening, more joined the list. 
Ruth went to the graduation exer-
cises from the police academy to 
enroll new officers. The sign up at 
these graduation events have been 
close to unanimous.

I attended one of the “Shield- a- 
Badge” banquets. The officer who 
spoke related an event that had 
happened during the past year. He 
had pulled a car over, and while 

he was talking to the driver, the 
passenger got out of the car, came 
around the car, and put a gun to the 
officer’s head.  He pulled the trig-
ger but the gun misfired. A citizen 
saw what was happening and tack-
led the gunman. They wrestled and 
the gun fired three times. The of-
ficer then commented, “Whoever 
was my prayer partner and who 
prayed for me, thank you.” The 
prayer partners do not meet the of-
ficer; they just pray for him or her 
daily. Shield- a- Badge also covers 
the sheriff department, ICE, the 
fire department, and all other law 
enforcement agencies. This is El 
Pasoans caring for El Pasoans. If 
you are in law enforcement and 
would like a person praying for you 
or you would like to pray for an of-
ficer, contact Shield- a -Badge or El 
Paso for Jesus.

Be sure to pick up the Septem-
ber 12th issue for Part 7 of this se-
ries by Wally Chapman. Or follow 
this series at www.hismessenger.
wordpress.com

By Kelly McCullough

On Saturday, 
August 3rd local 
Christian author, 
Gregory Booker was 
available at Barnes 
& Noble, 705 Sun-
land Park Drive, 
El Paso to sign his 
newest book, “In-
spired Writings of a 
Prophet for Jesus the 
Christ”.  The book 
is available in soft 
and hard covers, and 
ebook for purchase 
on amazon.com as 
well as Barnes & 
Noble. The authors first book, 
“Seven Letters Detailing the Pro-
phetic Framework of the Return 
of Christ,” is available at author-
house.com.

At the signing Booker stated, 
“The day was a success; I sold 

some books … but 
the best part was 
having the oppor-
tunity to meet and 
talk with so many 
new people about 
the book, proph-
esy, and the Lord.”

Booker is mar-
ried, has four chil-
dren and lives in 
El Paso. He has 
a certificate of 
ordination from 
Ministerial Semi-
nary of America 
(MSA) and has 
studied eschatol-
ogy for over 20 

years. He ministers in the commu-
nity through his Back to Basic’s 
Gospel Ministry, and plays and 
teaches piano. 

View all photos from this 
event on The Messenger’s Face-
book page. 

By Cheryl Rogers

You can’t make me. It’s my life.
Have you heard those words be-

fore? Probably so.
 You may even have said them 

yourself...
The words often come in anger 

and rebellion. Understandably so, 
because we all learn to guard what 
is ours: our children, our husband 
or wife, our stuff and of course, our 
very lives.

Usually, that’s a good thing.
But there is something more 

important than the here-and-now: 
that’s eternity. 

None of us knows exactly how 
long we have on Earth. No one lives 
forever, at least not on this Earth in 
the flesh. Jesus didn’t. He died and 
after rising again he ascended into 
heaven. 

Methuselah, known for his lon-
gevity, only lived to be 969. Adam 
lived to be 930.  All we know about 
Enoch and Elijah are they were 
raised bodily.

In Genesis, the Bible tells us 
Enoch, Methuselah’s father, lived 
365 years. “And Enoch walked 
with God: and he was not; for God 
took him.” Genesis 5:24

Elijah was taken before Elisha’s 
very eyes.

“And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, be-
hold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horses of fire, and parted 
them both asunder; and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heav-
en.” 2 Kings 2:11

So, pretty much, we can expect 
to die or live somewhere else. We 
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can also expect to be somehow 
different.

“Behold, I shew you a mys-
tery; We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed,In a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.”

“For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.” 1 Cor-
inthians 15:51-53

While we are alive we are ex-

pected to make a choice: Do we 
want the loving God who made us 
to take care of us, to be our spiri-
tual father? Or not?

Let’s look at the alternatives.
Well, we can run our own lives. 

Right?
I know I tried for awhile, a long 

while, to do just that. But some-
where along the way I learned I 
couldn’t succeed by myself. You 
know why?

We are made weak, so we will 
need God.

Like the Bible tells us in the 
parable of the girdle described in 
Jeremiah 13, we can’t do anything 
without God.

David acknowledges it in 

Psalm 142: “deliver me from my 
persecutors, for they are stronger 
than I.”

In Ephesians 6:12 we learn we 
are fighting not man, but “prin-
cipalities,” “powers,” “the rulers 
of the darkness of this world,” 
and “spiritual wickedness in high 
places.”

So, what are the choices, hon-
estly? God or the devil. 

The Bible shows us in Genesis 
how the devil tricked Eve and got 
her and Adam evicted from the 
Garden of Eden. They never had it 
that good, ever again.

God is on our side.
I can relate a little bit to Zac-

chaeus, that short guy who climbed 

a tree to see Jesus. He messed up 
in life, but at least he recognized 
Jesus and his goodness. And he 
was rewarded for that... “This day 
is salvation come to this house,” 
Jesus told him in Luke 19:9

It’s similar with us.
We could say we are losers, 

that we were defeated because the 
devil overpowered us. But when 
we surrender our lives to Jesus, 
the word of God, and invite him 
into our spiritual abodes -- that is, 
our hearts -- we are winners.

In our defeat, comes our vic-
tory ... because when he comes we 
are connected to the one who cre-
ated us and can do all things.

The Bible tells us Jesus came to 

give us victory.
“He will swallow up death in 

victory; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all fac-
es; and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all 
the earth: for the Lord hath spo-
ken it.” Isaiah 25:8

God indeed “giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 
15:57Cheryl Rogers is a free-
lance writer, songwriter and 
digital artist specializing in 
Scripture-based content. Free 
columns, Mp3s and artwork are 
available on her website at http://
www.SongsfromtheWord.com

Wow, where does the time go?  
Summer is nearly over; some kids 
are already back in school while 
others will be soon. Isn’t it amaz-
ing that when you are young time 
seems to drag on forever. It seems 
it takes years for whatever favorite 
time of year to roll around, wheth-
er it’s your birthday, Christmas or 
summer vacation. But the older 
you get the faster it goes!  I’m sure 
all those who work in schools feel 
that they just closed their eyes and 
in a flash the summer break is 
over and they are back at it again. 
Please be mindful of praying for 
all those who work in the school 
systems that work with the chil-
dren, as well as for the students. 

Whether you have a child 
in school or not – how they are 
taught and treated at school in 
the long run can affect the whole 
community. A well taught, well 
treated child can grow to be a 
great influence on their commu-
nity. While the other end of the 
spectrum is a poorly taught, mis-

treated student who may grow up 
to be a detriment to the commu-
nity – bullying and even getting 
involved in crime. So, please take 
a moment now and any time you 
think of a child dear to you – and 
pray for the school employees and 
students.

****

Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for Your love, mer-

cy, grace, and provision. Thank 
You that You know all about us 
and love us any way. Thank You 
most importantly for the free gift 
of Salvation You offer and make 
available to each person. I pray 
that daily many more will accept 
that free gift and walk with You all 
the days of their lives, and spend 
eternity with You in Heaven.

I lift up all the employees in 
the schools, and the students Fa-
ther. I ask that You give wisdom, 
patience, love and caring to all 
the teachers and adults who work 
with the students so that they are 

treated well, fairly, and are well 
taught. I pray the students arrive 
at school each day well behaved 
and prepared with open minds to 
learn all that is before them that 
day. I pray that the students will 
not bully or harm another physi-
cally, verbally or mentally so that 
each student has the ability to 
grow and thrive in their academic 
setting. May each of the students 
grow up to be a beneficial part of 
the communities they live in.

I pray for our troops, and ask 
for protection and many blessing 
to be bestowed upon them and 
their families. I lift up our Na-
tional and local leaders and pray 
Father that they will turn to You, 
especially those who don’t yet 
know You – and will seek to serve 
this country, this nation in the way 
You would have them to. May 
they seek Your will and Your way 
in all that they do. I pray that same 
prayer for each of us – Father that 
we as Americans will turn to You, 
repent, and seek Your will and 
Your way in all we do. 

I love You Lord and thank You 
for the opportunity and ability to 
serve You in this way.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Gentleness is Showing consider-
ation and personal concern for oth-
ers.

“Your gentleness has made me 
great.” This ancient proverb evokes 
tenderness in its truth. Whether it’s 
coaching a child or helping a co-
worker with a project, a gentle spirit 
promotes the potential greatness of 
an individual. 

 Maybe you have seen the com-
mercial depicting the true story of 
a young boy at a concert hall who 
somehow slipped away from his 
parents. With the sound of a piano 
playing the parents look up from 
their seats to see their son on center 
stage at the grand piano. Out walks 
the concert pianist, not to scold 
or run off the lad. Instead, he sits 
down with him and together they 
play a beautiful duet.

 Gentleness is our character focus 
for August. It is defined as showing 
consideration and personal concern 
for others. Being gentle with those 
you work with shows wisdom and 
patience. Soft answers turn away 
anger, whereas harsh words stir up 
anger and build walls. Harshness is 
the opposite of gentleness.

Let’s look at some ways to build 
gentleness:

• Show your concern for others. 
A little encouragement goes a long 
way to helping a person move for-
ward.

• Practice the Golden Rule. Treat 
others with the respect you would 
like to receive yourself.

• Choose words carefully and 
watch the tone of your voice.   
Where a situation calls for affirma-
tion or correction, speak and act in a 
way that motivates growth.

• Keep the peace. Staying calm 

will ease tempers. 
• Handle with care. Consider the 

weaknesses, culture and/or inter-
ests of each person. 

Give yourself a gentleness check-
up. How could harshness affect the 
relationships within your organiza-
tion? Think of someone who has 
shown gentleness. Which example, 
harshness or gentleness, yielded a 
more positive outcome? How could 
you treat someone well, even if you 
don’t like him or her? 

 President Ronald Reagan was re-
membered to be a “gentle and con-
siderate man” at his memorial ser-
vice. One of the many stories about 
the President describes him on his 
hands and knees, wiping up water 
he accidentally spilled while in the 
hospital after the attempt on his life. 
The aide remembers Mr. Reagan 
worrying that the nurse might get 
into trouble. Even in his weakened 
condition, the President was think-
ing of others.

 Gentleness is an often-over-
looked character quality. If we 
desire to grow in our character de-
velopment, gentleness will make us 
more approachable and affable in 
our relationships.

 “I learned that it is the weak who 
are cruel, and that gentleness is to 
be expected only from the strong”.  
Leo Rosten, author.

Laurraine Huffman
Southwest Character Council
Info and definitions used by per-

mission, www.characterfirst.com
Reminder: There will be no 

Character Luncheons this sum-
mer. Call the SWCC office, (915) 
779-3551, if we can serve you in 
any way. We are open! Have a great 
summer!

Continued from cover

Surrendering

Gentleness in August



Questions are sent to 50 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.word-
press.com. If you are a Christian 
Leader and would like to be con-
sidered to join this panel – OR - if 
you have a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact informa-
tion to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Is there anything in the Bi-

ble that says we will know and 
converse with our loved ones in 
Heaven?  Recently I heard on a 
radio program that we will spend 
our time singing and praising the 
Lord. Nothing wrong with that 
but I’ve heard my whole life I will 
see my loved ones again and have 
looked forward to that as well. 
Please share and versus that may 
make this clear to me.

Answers:
I’m not sure about the actual 

conversing but it does talk about 
how we are “running the race” 
with a “great crowd of witnesses. 
Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off ev-
erything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let 

us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.

I tend to think of heaven like 
one of our worship services, at 
some point in every service we 
have visiting time, our people love 
it because we are a (huggy) church, 
I think this is how heaven will be, 
we will be singing and praising 
him for eternity, and then, maybe 
there will be visiting time. Can you 
imagine getting to hug Jesus?

Associate Pastor Rick Roberson
Open Gate Community Church 

of the Nazarene 
(El Paso, TX)

It is a dream and hope of Chris-
tians that we will be reunited with 
our friends and loved ones after 
death.  This is a hope that is in-
trinsic to human beings since it is 
not limited strictly to those of the 
Christian faith.  Unfortunately 
there is nothing explicit in the Bi-
ble which substantiates this!  There 
are hints and suggestions here and 
there -- such as the story that Jesus 
tells of the rich man and Lazarus in 
Luke 16:19-31.  Both the rich man 
and Lazarus seem to know who 
Abraham is, for instance, though 
he lived before their time (and of 
course he was not an immediate 
relative of either person).  Paul 
speaks of visions and revelations in 
which he was taken up to the high-
est heaven, and was allowed to hear 

things which “cannot be put into 
words”.  At the end of the day, God 
simply asks us to have faith along 
with our hope.  We are to believe 
where we cannot see or know for 
sure that He will care for us for all 
of eternity.  We know He has great 
things in store for us.  So since you 
know that, why not go ahead and 
have the hope?  It certainly doesn’t 
hurt anything!
Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen

St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

The Bible gives indication that 
we (Christians) will be able to rec-
ognize and speak with those that 
have gone on before those that are 
awaiting the return of our Lord and 
Savior.  In Matthew 17 verses 1-4 
we find Peter, James, and John be-
ing led (by Jesus) high on a moun-
tain and vs. 3 states “And, behold, 
there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias talking with Him, (indi-
cating interaction with them) vs. 
4 “Then answered Peter, and said 
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us 
to be here: if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias (indicating recognition and 
acknowledgment of those present).  
The great aspect of this knowledge 
is that we (all who believe) get to 
worship and praise God and His 

Glory together.  That, to me is why, 
spreading the gospel is important.

Associate Pastor/Director 
Mark A. Rawlins

El Paso International School of 
Faith 

(El Paso, TX)

When we get to heaven we will 
have an understanding of all of the 
things that we did not know while 
we were here on earth.  We will 
not only know the hidden things of 
God but we will know each other.  
In 1 Corinthians 13:12 it says we 
see dimly now, but when we get 
to heaven we shall know as we are 
known.  God knows us completely, 
even our heart and we will then 
know in this same understanding.   
That tells us we will know each 
other.

Also, all through the book of 
Revelation (Rev 7:9-10) we see be-
lievers gathered around the throne 
worshipping God.  As a group, they 
see and know. In Revelation 19:9 
the marriage supper of the Lamb 
takes places.  All believers will 
gather with Jesus.  It is understood 
that we will fellowship as a group 
and will be a blessing to the Lord 
and each other.   

 May God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis

Greenup First Baptist Church 
(Greenup, IL)

At The
Father’s Feet

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks 
in advance of the event as The Mes-
senger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.

Friday, August 23rd Conference 
2013 – Centro Vida Life Center Min-
istries, 1335 Henry Brennan Drive, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm. This is a two day 
conference featuring Hugo Martinez, 
Director at Christ for the Nations; 

Speakers Fabian Ceron and Pastor 
Joe Salcido III; Worship Team Christ 
for the Nations, Forefront Worship 
and much more. For tickets or more 
info call (915) 274-9518.

Saturday, September 14th St. 
Mark’s UMC Arts Market – St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church, 5005 Love 
Road, El Paso, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
The church is soliciting artists for 
the 5th annual arts market which 
features artists from all genres, deli-
cious food, and homemade canned 
goods. Interested artists may re-

quest an application by contacting 
Frances Gonzalez at ccm@loveroad.
org OR (915) 581-4444.

Beth Moore Living Proof Simulcast 
– Healing Place Church, 5312 Rio 
Bravo, Ste. 12,  Santa Theresa, 
NM, 9:30 am – 4:15 pm. Register 
early for early bird pricing of $20 
before August 31st.  To register or 
for more info call (575) 502-4079 
or visit www.hpcelpaso.org.

Thursday, September 26th Preg-
nancy Help Center 2013 Fall Ban-

quet – El Paso Marriott, 1600 Airway 
Blvd., El Paso, 6:30 pm. This is the 
largest fundraiser for the center 
each year. Keynote speaker will be 
Michael Homula, Executive Director 
of ICU Mobile. There will be a mobile 
clinic (RV/bus type) at the banquet 
to tour. Adults only as seating is lim-
ited. If you would like to host a table 
of eight, an individual seat, or could 
possibly help underwrite the ban-
quet please contact Angel Wicker at 
angel@pregnancyhcep.org by Sep-
tember 1st. You MUST have a reser-
vation as seating is limited.

God’s Glory
In Christ’s Death and 

Resurrection
 
Good Day Brothers and Sis-

ters in Christ,
 As we examine the vari-

ous usages of the word “glory” 
in Scripture, in the New Testa-
ment is seen how it is most of-
ten applied in connection with 
Christ Jesus.  We first discern 
that the presence of God’s glory 
was evident in the incarnate Je-
sus Christ.  Christ is God, and 
His presence here on earth re-
flected God’s glory.  His grace 
and power were manifest many 
times such as at Cana and also in 
the resurrection of Lazarus, the 
grace and power manifest con-
stituting His glory.  God’s glory 
as seen in His Son was most ful-
ly exhibited in the resurrection 
of Christ, His ascension, and His 
exaltation on high.  It is in the 
“glory” of Christ’s death on the 
cross, an act of love that enables 
us to have salvation and the cer-
tainty of spending eternity with 
Him.

 Has God’s grace and pow-
er been manifest in your life 
through your acceptance of His 
Son as your Lord and Savior? 

 “Who by Him do believe in 
God, that raised Him up from the 
dead, and gave Him glory; that 
your faith and hope might be in 
God.”  (I Peter 1:21)

 May God Richly Bless You 
Today  

 Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted. (Capi-
talization of pronouns for God 
added.) 

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at www.atthe-
fathersfeet.wordpress.com  

If you would like to receive 
Bob Woolley’s daily Prayer De-
votional via email contact him 
at bwoolleycpa@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.comgmail.
com
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Be sure to pick up the August 
22nd issue for part 7 of this series 
or follow at www.hismessenger-
wordpress.com.

$2.00 OFF *
Purchase of ANY
Entrée w/Drink

Summer Saturday SpecialSummer Saturday Special

Enter to win $50
Summer Gas Card

Name___________________
Phone___________________

Plus

Coupon valid Saturdays ONLY. One 
person per coupon. *Expires 8/31/13

My daughter found a version of this recipe on Pintrest 
and made it for dinner at my house recently. It was super 
easy and wonderfully delicious! 

Easy Baked Chicken Dinner
4-6 raw boneless, skinless chicken breasts
4-6 potatoes, cut in chunks leaving skins on
2-3 cans green beans, drained; or fresh green beans
1 stick butter, melted
1 packet Italian dressing mix

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Melt butter, set aside. Arrange 
chicken breasts vertically in center of 9 x 13 baking dish. Wash 
potato skins thoroughly. Leaving skins on, cut potatoes in 
chunks and arrange all along one side of the chicken. Arrange 
green beans all along the other side of chicken. Sprinkle packet 
of Italian dressing mix over all ingredients. Pour melted butter 
over all ingredients. 
Cover dish with aluminum foil and bake for 1 hour.

Editor’s Note: As you can see this recipe will be quite easy 
to reduce or increase depending on number of people you are 
cooking for. It is a quick and easy meal you can put together 
in no time, throw in the oven and forget about it until the timer 
goes off – then enjoy a wonderful, home-cooked meal. Many 
ways to switch it up too – use broccoli or cabbage in place of 
green beans, add garlic and or onions.
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