
In Support of LIFE

Those Involved at the Beginning
God has worked through many 

individuals in this change. I have 
dwelt on what the churches have 
done. The following are pastors 
who have been involved in this 
process and they can tell you more 
of the changes they have seen in 
our city. Some are deceased, but I 
will mention them as well as they 
made a difference to El Paso. Talk 
to the ones who are still around and 
learn from their experiences. Those 
listed below were in the beginning 
of the Pastors for Jesus group that 
worked together to begin the pro-
cess. Many other ministers and 
priests have done a great deal to 
change El Paso but they were not in 
the original Pastors for Jesus group 
and therefore are not listed.  Thank 
you for all you have done as well.
   •Eddie Lee, Harvest 
     Christian Center
   •Walter Mueller, Del 
     Sol Church
   •O. I. Kirk (deceased), Unity 
     Missionary Baptist Church
   •Father Buzz Hall, St. Thomas 
     Aquinas Catholic Church 
   •Father Richard Thomas 
    (deceased), Our Lady’s Youth 
    Center
   •Bill Francis, The Church of 
     St. Clements

   •Jeff Dykema, Sunshine 
     Community Church
   •Mike Woods, Coronado 
     Baptist Church
   •Glen Weber, Our Savior 
     Lutheran Church
   •Ron Fox, Valley View 
     Baptist Church
   •Paul McKeachern (deceased), 
     First Foursquare Church
   •Daniel Choi, Full Gospel 
     Northeast
   •Dan Saddlemier, Crosspoint 
     Church
   •Ernie Rodarte, Rose of 
     Sharon Church
   •Alberto Weber, Roca Fuerte 
     Church
   •Felix Pagan, Abundancia de 
     Paz
   •Mario Sergio Gonzalez, La 
     Evangelica
   •Guy Jones (deceased), Ft. 
     Boulevard Methodist Church
   •Wally Chapman, Park Hills 
     Christian Church

What is Happening Now
We are not the city we used to 

be. People are now being held ac-
countable for their actions. In the 
past several years over 40 public 
officials have been indicted by the 

On September 26th two hun-
dred people gathered at the Radis-
son Hotel in El Paso in celebration 
and support of life for the unborn. 
This was the annual fundraising 
banquet for Pregnancy Help Center 
and Fatherhood Help Services, the 
largest fundraising effort each year.

Wayne Morgret, Executive Di-
rector of Pregnancy Solutions and 
Services in Akron, Ohio was the 
Guest Speaker for the evening. He 
effortlessly relayed the Biblical 
story of Gideon and expressed the 
parallels of how it relates to the 
work of Pregnancy centers.

Pregnancy Help Center (PHC) 
which is a non-profit 501c3 has 
been serving the El Paso commu-
nity for 32 years. The mission of 
the center is to communicate ac-
curate and truthful information 
to those affected by an unplanned 
pregnancy and to provide them 
with physical, emotional, and spiri-
tual support.

Angel Wicker, Executive Direc-
tor of PHC has been with the orga-
nization for 21 years. She revealed 
three of the common scenarios ex-
perienced at the center. Women of 
all ages finding themselves in an 

unexpected, unplanned pregnancy 
expressing the desire to abort; 
women who have decided to place 
their unborn up for adoption; and 
young fathers who are left with a 
child after a mother has decided to 
leave the home. 

In these and all other scenarios 
they are well trained and experi-
enced in how to counsel with and 
show Christ’s love. Naturally, after 
counseling and educating those 
desiring to abort, the hope is that 
they will choose life, which is often 
the case. But when it is not, and the 
mother goes elsewhere and follows 
through with that plan – counseling 
is available to them at PHC to help 
deal with the aftermath of their de-
cision.

Fundraising efforts this year 
are as always for the operational 
expenses of the center as well as 
to bring the vision of an ICU – Im-
age Clear Ultrasound Mobile Unit 
to El Paso a reality. A brand new 
Mobile Unit straight from the as-
sembly line and in route to its new 
home was on site and open for 
tours. The ICU is an RV style ve-
hicle and would provide the ability 
to meet women where they are all 
over town. A large portion of the 
funds for the ICU has been raised, 
and Lord willing they hope to reach 
the goal and receive their mobile 
unit in about a year. This would be 
a much needed and valuable asset 
to the community, and the efforts 
reach more women and save more 
lives.

For more information on PHC, 
the ICU Mobile Unit, or if you wish 
to donate to help in the fundraising 
efforts call (915) 539-2258 or visit 
3565 N. Lee Trevino, El Paso.
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If you prayed this prayer or would like more information, please call Pastor Robert Warmath (915) 355-3454. 
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Precious Heavenly Father,

I lift up friends in El Paso 
currently undergoing treat-
ment for breast cancer. I 
pray Father for endurance 
through these treatments; 
give them strength and fill 
them with peace. Place Your 
hand of protection on them 
and heal them completely.

I lift up friends, one in El 
Paso one in Illinois who are 
sitting at bedsides of their 
grandmother’s awaiting their 
passing from this life. I pray 
Father that these women do 
not suffer and that they pass 
peacefully. I pray for these 
friends Lord that You will 
comfort them and fill them 
with the peace that passes 
all understanding. I lift up 
the entire families as they go 
through this time of waiting 
and grieving.

I lift up a childhood friend 
as she battles depression and 
seeks recovery from abuse 
of prescription meds. I lift 
up also a friend of hers that 
is battling severe depres-
sion and is having suicidal 
thoughts. Father I pray You 
give both of these women the 
strength to overcome these 
battles. Give them wisdom 
to seek out the best resources 
possible to help themselves. 
Lord lead them both to the 
best doctors for their individ-
ual needs. Be with my friend 
as she has recently returned 
to her walk with You. Help 
her to increase her faith, to 

feel renewed in her spiritual-
ity, and help her as she tries 
to witness to her friend who 
is suffering.

Father I lift up our nation’s 
leaders. Oh Lord how we 
need for them all to seek You 
and Your will, and to be open 
to what that is. Father lead us 
to a renewed faith and trust 
in You and bring this coun-
try back to the Christian 
principles and values it was 
founded on. May we humble 
ourselves and pray and trust 
that You listen, and believe 
that Your will will be done. 

Lord I lift up all who will 
be hurt by the government 
shut down. Provide their 
needs Father in surprising 
ways as many face receiv-
ing no pay checks until this 
ends. We know that many 
people turn to You in trau-
matic and trying times. I 
pray Lord that many will cry 
out to You in their suffering 
with a sincere heart and be-
gin a lifelong walk with You 
as Lord of their lives.

Father I lift up the min-
istry of The Messenger and 
ask for protection and provi-
sion. I ask for wisdom and 
guidance as to what Your 
will is for the future. As we 
approach the completion of 
six years at the end of this 
month there is cause for cel-
ebration that we have suc-
ceeded in serving the com-
munities for this time. Yet I 

admit uncertainty about the 
future as financial struggles 
increase with each passing 
month, and year. 

Father lead me to those 
who will be willing to sup-
port this ministry and see 
the value of The Messenger 
as a ministry tool for believ-
ers and non-believers alike. 
Many have found that they 
can witness to their friends 
simply by sharing a copy of 
the paper with them. I pray 
Father that each person who 
reads it, will always find at 
least one thing that speaks to 
their hearts, and helps lead 
them to a closer walk with 
You – and for those who 
don’t know You that it will 
plant or water seeds in their 
heart and get them closer to 
the time they will call out to 
You.

Forgive me Father for my 
uncertainty and my times of 
doubt. Show me Your will 
for this ministry and how 
You wish me to move it 
forward. I can’t do it in my 
strength but only through 
Your miraculous ways. Lead 
me to or send people who are 
able to support this ministry 
either through advertising, 
donating funds, or to sup-
port advertising for their 
church or favorite non-profit 
– and who will listen to Your 
call to do so. Place it on the 
hearts of many even at this 
moment.

I love You Lord and am 
honored to serve You in this 
way.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen

“Houston, we have a prob-
lem.” Who hasn’t heard this 
famous phrase repeated? 
What was really said on the 
Apollo 13 spacecraft was, 
“Houston, we’ve had a prob-
lem.” Commander James 
Lovell was able to keep the 
service module functional 
despite an explosion in space. 
On the ground at NASA, mis-
sion director Gene Krantz 
reminded mission control, 
“Okay now, let’s everybody 
keep cool. Let’s solve the 
problem, but not make it 
worse by guessing.”

Patience is our character 
focus for October. It is ac-
cepting a difficult situation 
without giving a deadline to 
remove it. A patient person 
bears pain and trials without 
complaint, showing calm and 
self-control. The opposite is 
restlessness.

We have often teased one 
another by saying, “Don’t 
pray for patience”. In real-
ity, patience is a virtue which 
solves problems, reduces 
stress, builds maturity and 
brings hope to others. Be en-
couraged. Patience is a trait 
that can be developed.

Let’s look at 5 key concepts 
for building patience.

Keep your cool.  Angry 
outbursts make things worse. 
Some words and actions will 
never be forgotten. Be f lexi-
ble when you encounter prob-
lems. Stop and change direc-
tion for as long as you need.

Use the right process. Do 
not cut corners or skip steps. 
Organize your thinking, and 
do the next thing that contrib-
utes directly to your objec-
tive.

Pursue while you wait. 
Maintain orderly habits and 
take care of other business 
so that you can use your time 
productively.

Accept reality. Some 
things should change, some 
things will never change, and 
some things take a long time 
to change. Accept the reality 
of your situation.

Try again later. Don’t give 
up. Evaluate your goals, im-
prove your methods and try 
again at what might be a bet-
ter time.

Life is full of challenges. 
Not everything in life hap-
pens as easily or quickly as 
one would wish. Waiting pa-
tiently for the right moment, 
the right people, the right re-
sponse, proves in the end to 
produce the best outcome. 
There is a right time for ev-
erything, to speak, to receive, 
to build or to walk away. Tim-
ing is everything.

As we build patience, it 
enables us to endure greater 
challenges ahead, knowing 
that we have overcome ob-
stacles in the past.

It has been said that the 
future belongs to him who 
can wait. Patience is a good 
thing.

Good for you. Good for El 
Paso.
Laurraine Huffman
Southwest Character Coun-
cil, President
10920 Marconi Lane
El Paso, Texas 79935
Info and definitions used by 
permission, www.character-
first.com

Join us for our Charac-
ter Luncheon on October 9 
at Great American Land and 
Cattle Co., 701 S. Mesa Hills 
from 11:45 AM to 1:00 PM. 
NEW COST is $15 per person 
for networking, training and 
lunch. Respond to this email 
or call 779-3551 for reserva-
tions.

From His Messenger...

courts for wrong doing.  Many are 
in prison. Honesty has become a 
characteristic to be held high in 
public office. “What is Best for the 
City” should be the motto and not 
“What is Best for Me or My Politi-
cal Future.”

Let me finish this by telling 
one of the changes that may have 
escaped your notice. This is in the 
motorcycle community. Twenty-
five years ago most motorcycle 
clubs met in bars and often were 
in the newspaper for the fights they 
had with each other. Most people 
had a dislike for “motorcycle 
gangs.”  Today the El Paso area 
has a coalition of 55 motorcycle 
clubs, one of the largest in the na-

tion. You rarely hear of bad news 
concerning them. Last Christmas 
there was a “toy run” for children 
in the city who would not have toys 
for Christmas. Over 2,000 bikers 
participated, individuals and club 
members, in this event. Almost 
every weekend, one of the clubs 
has a “run” to raise funds for some 
charity in the community. The 
next time you see some bikers 
on the road, remember they are a 
large family making a positive dif-
ference to El Paso.  They donated 
about $200,000 to charities last 
year.

The city of El Paso has 
changed. It will only stay where it 
is if the citizens do the right things 
in their lives. Love your neighbors, 
do good to those who persecute 
you, start using positive speech 
and appreciate what you have; love 
your wife and children, and most 
important bring God back to the 
front burner of your life. We have 
been blessed in our city; let’s keep 
it a good place for those who live 
here and for those who will move 
in.

This is the conclusion to Wally 
Chapman’s “The Change in El Paso.” 
If you have missed any portion, you 
can read the series in its entirety at 
www.hismessenger.wordpress.com.

Patience in October
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Questions are sent to 50 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered by 
Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
I recently saw on the internet that 
President George HW Bush was 
a witness at a same sex marriage. 
I’m wondering as a Christian how 
I should handle a similar situation. 
My husband’s cousin has invited us 
to his gay wedding and we are torn 
what to do. We love him and were a 
big part of his life growing up. We 
know that we are to show Christian 
love and all that, yet we feel to go to a 
gay marriage we would be mislead-
ing all the gays in attendance that 
this is accepted behavior before the 
Lord. And we are concerned about 
the confusion it would cause with 
our three children ages 5 to 14. Can 
you lead us biblically, as a Christian 
how we should handle this - should 
we go, should we not? Would it sad-
den the Lord if we went, making him 
feel we support this behavior?

Answers:
The work of the Holy Spirit is an 

awesome reality.  I commend you 
and your husband on the sensitivity 
that you have on this matter.  Yes, 
it is burdensome to think a family 
member has decided to walk the 
way of the world.  However, your 
concern is one that is paradoxical; 
when we as Christians walk the 
path of righteousness, God will al-
low us to be tested (by Satan) for us 
to see the level of our faith.  Jesus 
has told us that He did not come 
to bring peace, but a sword and 
that He was going to separate the 
Mother from the Daughter and Son 
from the Father.  I believe that it is 
a situation such as you have found 
yourself fits this guidance.  On one 
hand, if you go to the wedding, 
then those that know your walk 
will have mixed feelings due to 
the fact that it will show the love 
you have for the cousin.  On the 
other hand, those that don’t know 
your testimony may feel that you 
support the gay agenda.  By not 
going, you show your cousin that 
even though you LOVE him, God 
LOVES him more and does not ap-
prove of this type of conduct.  If 
you are having such a struggle, it 
very well could be the Holy Spirit 
telling you to stand strong and fol-
low God.  If you believe it will send 
a mixed message, then send only 

one message; Obedience to God is 
greater than obedience to society’s 
expectations.  Romans 12:1-2, Paul 
instructs the Christian to “be not 
conformed to this world, but be 
ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind…that you may prove 
that which is acceptable unto the 
Lord.”  

Associate Pastor/Director 
Mark A. Rawlins

El Paso International School of Faith 
(El Paso, TX)

As to whether your presence at a 
homosexual wedding would upset 
the Lord Jesus, I believe it would.  
Here’s why:  He has called you to 
witness for Him and the salvation 
He alone offers.  By your presence 
at such an event, you likely will not 
be given any opportunity to wit-
ness for Jesus, and even if you did 
you would then just be doing what 
Jesus called “casting your pearls in 
front of pigs” who then turn and 
trample on them (Matthew 7:6).  
In addition, by your presence at 
a homosexual union, you will be 
sending the subtle message that 
you condone or support this be-
havior.  Clearly you do not.  But far 
more importantly than that, God 

does not condone it!  The thing to 
do, if these people really are your 
friends, is to continue being their 
friend in other venues or on other 
occasions.  I would never send a 
card that says anything like “con-
gratulations on your marriage.”  In 
God’s eyes (and God defined what 
marriage is, not man) they are not 
now and never will be married.  
This sounds stern I know, but it’s 
our job to report God’s truth.
Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen

St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

As Christians our manual for 
living is the Bible.  The Bible says 
there is no such thing as gay mar-
riage.  Marriage is between a man 
and a woman, (1 Corinthians 7 and 
Titus 1) and two men or two wom-
en are not to be joined. God says 
same sex unions are an abomina-
tion (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13). The 
real issue is who defines sin, man 
or God. Christians have to choose 
who to follow.  If God forbids a 
sinful act, we should not take part 
in it. Being part of anything that 
God forbids, says that we are in 
agreement with it. We would not 

take part in theft or a murder or 
even condone it.  We have to un-
derstand that God sees all sin the 
same and forbids it. I suggest you 
tell your husband’s cousin that 
you love him, but explain from the 
Bible, why you cannot be part of 
this gathering.  If we are Christians 
we have to take a stand for Biblical 
truth.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

I can only speak for myself but 
I would not attend nor would I al-
low my children to be exposed to 
such a travesty of moral behavior. 
As Christians we have been put on 
the defensive by all the rhetoric of 
being haters of homosexuals when 
nothing could be further from the 
truth. One thing we are called to do 
and that is to hold to the standard 
of Scripture. The Proverb says: 
The fear of man will prove to be 
a snare. Fear (reverence) God and 
keep His commandments for this 
is the whole duty of man. (Eccle-
siastes 12:13) At the end of the day 
you will have followed your con-
science which is of good repute in 
the sight of God.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene 

(El Paso, TX)

Jesus told us to rejoice with 
those who rejoice and weep with 
those who weep. This means we 
need to be a part of their lives to 
have the right to share the gospel 
with them. We have to value a re-
lationship with them and let them 
know that Jesus does too. As a 
minister I would not perform such 
a ceremony. But as a friend or a 
family member I would attend if 
asked to. Why do you ask? The 
bible tells us what God thinks of 
homosexuality, and I believe what 
the bible says but the bible also tells 
us that God is a God of relation-
ships. People won’t care what we 
know about Jesus until they know 
that we care! At the wedding where 
Jesus turned water into wine, how 
many Christians were there? None 
yet. Jesus did what he did because 
someone he loved asked him to. 

 Associate Pastor 
Rick Roberson

Open Gate Community Church 
(El Paso, TX)

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other list-
ings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.

FrEE After School Tutoring Program 

– St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
2155 Wedgewood, El Paso, 4:00 pm – 
6:00 pm. Tutoring will be available on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays 
ONLY. For more info call Sandy Hoff-
man (915) 598-7577 (leave message) 
or email jayneruiz@msn.com.

Wednesday, October 9th 

Southwest Character Council Lun-
cheon – Great American, 701 S. Mesa 
Hills Drive, El Paso, 11:45 am to 1:00 
pm. Your reservation helps the res-
taurant to be prepared for your meal 
service. Call the Southwest Character 
Council office at (915) 779-3551 to 
RSVP.  NEW Cost is $15.00. Join us for 
a time of character building, character 
recognitions, sharing stories and net-
working with others working on Char-
acter First!

Thursday, October 10th

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time, 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Beginner 
friendly, experienced welcome. Please 
come and bring a friend and ideas. For 
more info call (915) 751-2132.

October 14th – 31st 

Fall Pumpkin Patch – Mountain View 
Baptist Church, 4959 Hondo Pass, El 
Paso, Monday – Friday 11:00 am – 
7:00 pm; Saturdays 10:00 am – 7:00 
pm. Pumpkins of all shapes and sizes 
will be available for purchase, as well 
as many activities including crafts, face 
painting, train rides, story time, photos, 
and more. For more info call (915) 755-
5669.

Thursday, October 17th 

35th Annual NE rotary Foundation 
Car Banquet & Fundraiser – Sunland 
Park Racetrack Banquet Room, 1200 
Futurity Drive, Sunland Park, NM, doors 
open at 6:00 pm, dinner at 7:00 pm. 
First ball drops at 7:30 pm. The car is 
a 2013 red Camaro, tickets are $150 
each which includes one meal, extra 
meal tickets $25. Proceeds benefit 

many non-profits in the area, as well 
as UTEP and EPCC scholarships. To 
purchase tickets call (915) 329-0824 
or email media4him@yahoo.com.

Tommy Walker Benefit Concert – 
Heart for the World Church, 1605 S. 
Valley, Las Cruces, 7:00 pm. Tommy 
Walker with Linda McCrary FREE Con-
cert to benefit Charlie’s Lunch Minis-
tries. Come worship God & help benefit 
the needs of hungry children. 

Friday, October 18th 

Charlie’s Lunch Ministries Benefit 
Concert – Sun City Christian Center, 
4000 Hercules, El Paso, 7:00 pm. FREE 
concert with worship leader and song-
writer JOEL STEWART to benefit Char-
lie’s Lunch Ministries. Let’s worship God 
and benefit the needs of hungry chil-
dren in Charlie’s Lunch feeding centers 
around the world. 

Tuesday, October 22nd

First Annual Scholarship Banquet – 
Radisson Hotel, 1770 Airway Blvd., El 
Paso, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Benefits stu-
dents of El Paso International School of 
Faith. Special music by Cliff Seaman, El 
Paso’s True Troubadour. Guest speaker 
is Pastor and EPISF President, Larry W. 
Vanley along with other special guest 

appearances. Individual tickets are $20; 
Sponsorships available (display mar-
keting materials) also includes full table 
for guests $500. Seating is limited, 
don’t delay, reserve your seat today! For 
more info, reservations, sponsorship or 
purchase tickets call (915) 526-4752.

Saturday, October 26th 

Teen Challenge Annual Fundrais-
ing Banquet – Vineyard El Paso, 6115 
Woodrow Bean, El Paso, 4:00 pm – 
6:30 pm. Guest Speaker to be President 
of Teen Challenge International, Dr. Jack 
Smart. Tickets are $35.00 each OR 
table of 8 for $280.00. Limited Seating 
Meal provided by Great American Mesa 
Hills (Chris and Theresa Green). There 
will also be a Silent Auction.

Wednesday, October 30th 

The Compassionate Friends – 1000 
Montana, in basement of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 
9:00 pm. This is a Non-denominational 
self-help support group for parents, 
grandparents & siblings who have lost 
children. Facilitator is Susan Crews. 
Bilingual. For more info call (915) 542-
0908.
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If you enjoy this 
issue of 

The Messenger, you 
could have future 
issues delivered 
directly to your 

door.

P.O. Box 3367
El Paso, TX 79923

INTErESTED IN
SUSCrIBING?



Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934
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Reserve your Group Table Today!

 

  
GUEST SPEAKER:  
Pastor and EPISF President,
Lawrence “Larry” W. Vanley

El Paso International School of Faith

nd
October 22

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Radisson Hotel

1770 Airway Blvd., El Paso, TX 79925

For more information,
to reserve your table or purchase tickets

Call (915) 526-4752
 

Seating is Limited * Don't Delay * Reserve Your Seat Today!


