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CCW & Gutierrez Brothers OGCC & Cancer Survivors 
By Kelly McCullough

This time of year brings many holiday 
traditions, one of those warming the hearts 
and stomachs of hundreds of attendees is 
the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner hosted 
by Calvary 
Chapel West. 
Each year the 
church with 
help from 
v o l u n t e e r s 
and sponsors 
provides a 
w o n d e r f u l 
evening free 
of charge as a 
way of giving 
back to the 
community.

This year 
five hundred 
plus people 
made their way to Grace Gardens in West 
El Paso for the much anticipated concert by 
the Gutierrez Brothers and wonderful meal 
provided by Great American, Mesa Hills 
and desserts too numerous to count!

Pastor Martin Arriola opened the 
evening with a welcome and prayer over the 
meal and the evening. The musicians began 
with several songs played by the Gutierrez 
Brothers, and sung by members of Calvary 
West Church. The Gutierrez Brothers 

then put on 
an amazing 
c o n c e r t 
p e r f o r m i n g 
many of 
the crowd’s 
f a v o r i t e s , 
as well as 
i n t e r je c t i ng 
with many 
stories from 
their lives.

P a s t o r 
Martin gave a 
message from 
the Word of 

God focusing 
on Noah in Genesis. He spoke about the 
days of Noah and the people’s choice to 
not believe in God.  He compared those 
days to present days and stated, “We have 

By Kelly McCullough

Cancer Survivors and their supporters 
gathered at Open Gate Community Church 
in Northeast El Paso for the Annual Cancer 
Survivors Thanksgiving Dinner. The 
church has been 
hosting this 
event for at least 
24 years.

Bill Belgie, 
Pastor of 
Open Gate 
C o m m u n i t y 
Church, and 
Stage IV 
Gastric Cancer 
S u r v i v o r 
showed a video 
p r e s e n t a t io n 
in honor of 
veterans, and 
r e c o g n i z e d 
the veterans in attendance, then gave the 
blessing over the meal. 

Church staff served all the makings of a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal and nearly 
every dessert imaginable was available. 

Two hundred seventy five attended the 
event and there were still left overs! As is 
the custom all in attendance were invited 
to have their photo taken in front of the 
beautifully decorated Christmas tree as a 
free gift.

M a r y 
C a r m e n 
Gonzalez was 
the Guest 
Speaker of 
the evening. 
She was 
d i a g n o s e d 
with breast 
cancer in 2001 
while she was 
unemployed 
and had no 
i n s u r a n c e . 
She lost 
eve r y th i ng, 

including her 
beloved cat Max which she put up for 
adoption not knowing what would happen 
to her, or how she could care for him. She 
had to move in with her aging parents, and 
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The Gutierrez Brothers at Grace Gardens. 
Photo by Kelly McCullough

Mary Carmen Gonzalez at Open Gate Community Church.
Photo by Kelly McCullough



and The JERSALEM Marketplace with 
Professional instructor. Shofars, Prayer 
Shawls, and a Variety of Gift Items will 
be available. Come Shop and Join the 
Dance!  For details please contact (915) 
842-8355 and see http://www.shofars.us.

Wednesday, November 28th 

The Compassionate Friends – 1000 
Montana, in basement of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 
9:00 pm. This is a Non-denominational 
self-help support group for parents, 
grandparents & siblings who have lost 
children. Facilitator is Susan Crews. 
Bilingual. For more info call (915) 542-
0908.

Saturday, December 7th

Project Linus – University Presbyterian 
Church, 244 N. Resler, El Paso, 9:30 
am – 11:00 am. Project Linus is a non-
profit organization. Quilters, Crocheters, 
Knitters, Sewers, Non-sewers, 
EVERYONE can make a blanket! 
Donations WELCOMED – yarn, fabric, 
fleece, supplies, cash …. All needed. 
For more info call (915) 474-2845 or 
email twooters@elp.rr.com. 

Thursday, December 12th

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program to 
be announced. For more info call (915) 
494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.com. 

L O C A L 
B U S I N E S S E S , 
C H U R C H E S , 
A N D 
COMMUNIT Y 
A G E N C I E S 
UNITE TO 
BRING FOOD 
AND HOPE 
TO AS MANY 
AS 15,000 
C H I L D R E N 
AND ADULTS IN 
EL PASO.

Convoy of Hope, 
based in Springfield, 
Missouri, and area businesses, 
churches, and community 
agencies have donated time 
and resources to host this 
community outreach. This all-
volunteer outreach includes 
approximately 1500 volunteers 
who will be on hand to help 
unload the Convoy of Hope 
truck, distribute food, and 
facilitate all outreach programs.

A festival of HOPE and LOVE 
event that includes distribution 
of 50,000 pounds of food to 
provide meals to feed thousands 
of people throughout the El Paso 
area. Free grocery distribution 

begins with free refreshments, 
live entertainment, children’s 
carnival area, health services, 
community services, haircuts, 
family portraits and much 
more. 

This event will take place at 
the El Paso County Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, TX on 
Saturday, November 23rd. The 
site will open and first grocery 
distribution will begin at 10:00 
am. The activities will continue, 
rain or shine, until all the 
food has been distributed. No 
identification is needed.

Adoption month 
spotlights kids in foster 
care awaiting adoption

Last year, more children were 
adopted from Texas foster care 
than ever before - but it wasn’t 
enough to find a safe and loving 
new home for every child who 
needed one. 

About 6,500 children in Texas 
foster care (160 in El Paso County) 
are waiting to be adopted and 
two thirds of them (4,119) are not 
living with someone who plans to 
adopt them.  All these children 
have suffered abuse or neglect 
and many ask themselves “Why 
Not Me?  Why can’t I have a 
family?” 

During November, which is 
National Adoption Awareness 
Month, the Department of Family 
and Protective Services (DFPS) 
and its Children Protective 
Services program promote 
adoption with the Why Not Me?” 
campaign.  CPS also teams with 
many other partners for adoption 
ceremonies, match parties, and 
other events, all across the state, 
to focus attention on the many 

children waiting for permanent 
homes and normal lives.  Many 
adoption events happen around 
National Adoption Day. 

In El Paso on November 23 
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., Adoption 
of 18 children will take place, at 
the 65th Judicial District Court, 
500 E. San Antonio, 11th floor. 
Contact: Honorable Yahara Lisa 
Gutierrez, 915-546-2102. 

“My greatest privilege as a 
judge was finalizing adoptions,” 
said DFPS Commissioner John 
Specia. “I will never forget the 
joy and hope on the faces of those 
children.  No child should have 
to grow up in foster care, and we 
cannot rest because the need for 
adoptive families is greater than 
ever.”

“Our biggest need is for 
families who will adopt older 
children, siblings, and children 
of color,” said Audrey Deckinga, 
DFPS assistant commissioner for 
Child Protective Services. “We 
know that children do better 
when they have families and 
they don’t outgrow the need for 
parents when they become teens.”

Texas needs foster and 
adoptive parents for children 
of all ages and some of these 
children have special medical, 
physical, or emotional needs. 

Please watch and share the 
Why Not Me public service 
announcements on the DFPS 
You Tube channel and see the 
children who are waiting at 
AdoptChildren.org. This award-
winning website makes it easier 
for people to find and learn about 
children and teens who may be a 
good fit for their families and get 
started on the adoption process. 

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi
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CCW & Gutierrez

If you enjoy this  issue of  The Mes-
senger, you could have future issues 

delivered directly to your door.

P.O. Box 3367
El Paso, TX 79923

InTereSTeD In
SUBSCrIBInG?

Convoy of Hope

Why Not Me? 
Why Can’t I Have a Family?

work to do today … so many 
people are left outside the ark.” 
In Genesis 6:8 Noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord. The Lord 
gave the people of Noah’s day 120 
years to repent and to accept Him 
before He wiped them all out in 
the flood.

Partial comments from Pastor 
Martin’s message: 
• God is a Holy God. He loves you 
very much, but He cannot stand sin.

• Everyone will give an account of 
their life one day.
• Sin separates man from an 
intimate relationship with the 
Lord.
• The grace of God is available to 
all who repent, and accept Him.
• God is full of grace and mercy 
for those who want to come to 
Him.
• Christianity is not a religion – 
it is a relationship, an intimate 
relationship with the Lord.

“First you admit you are a 
sinner. Not one of us is perfect, not 

even your Pastor,” stated Pastor 
Martin. He then quoted Romans 
3:23, “All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” He 
explained that there are many who 
say they’ve come to the Lord, said 
the prayer, but there is no change 
in their lives. This is because they 
have not surrendered their lives 
completely to Him. “You must 
allow Him to take up residence 
inside you.” he explained, “Let the 
promise of everlasting life enter 
your life.”

An altar call was held after 
the message and many went 
forward to surrender to the Lord, 
and others for prayer for healing, 
financial matters, etc.

View all the photos from 
this event on The Messenger’s 
facebook page.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event as 
The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.

FREE After School Tutoring Program 
– St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
2155 Wedgewood, El Paso, 4:00 
pm – 6:00 pm. Tutoring will be 
available on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursdays ONLY. For more info 
call Sandy Hoffman (915) 598-7577 
(leave message) or email jayneruiz@
msn.com.

Saturday, November 23rd

Convoy of Hope – El Paso Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano Dr., El Paso, 10:00 
am. Live entertainment, lunch, 
haircuts, community services, prayer, 
kids zone, health fair, job fair, family 
portraits, kids shoes, groceries. This 
is a FREE event held rain or shine, 
while supplies last, no ID required. For 

more info call (585) 9934 or visit www.
elpaso.convoyoutreach.org.

Sunday, November 24th

Messianic Dance Camp! - Judeo-
Christian Israel Alliance, 1122 N. 
6th Street, Las Cruces, 5:30 pm – 
9:00 pm. Worship through dance 
with Professional dance instructors! 
Messianic Dance Camps International 
“Worship in Battle” Chanukah dance 
tour, and the JERUSLEM Marketplace. 
Come join the dance and shop at 
the Marketplace. Shofars, Prayer 
Shawls, gift and Chanukah items will 
be available.  Suggested donation 
for the dance camp is $10/person or 
$20 for families (children 10 years of 
age or older).  For directions or more 
information call (575) 532-1269 and 
see the JERUSALEM Marketplace at 
http://www.shofars.us. 

Monday, November 25th

Worship through Dance! - Beth Israel 
Fellowship, 504 San Saba, El Paso, 
5:30 pm – 9:00 pm.   Int’l Dance Camp 



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have 
a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email 
your contact information to media-
4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
There has been much talk lately 
of New Age, Emergent Church, 
and something like Contempla-
tive Spirituality. My husband 
and I are new believers, seeking 
a church home and now are be-
ing warned of these “false teach-
ings” I listed. If these are not 
good, how would one know which 
they are? Are these found in non-
denominational churches or de-
nominations as well? Are these 
led by people who purposely set 
up to deceive people or were nor-
mal churches that got led astray 
themselves? It is so frightening, 
we are new to this and we want to 
be sure we are following the true 
Lord, and not being led down a 
path of destruction, or attending 
more of a cult. Are there signs or 
buzz words to watch for, do they 
openly pronounce themselves as 
these types of churches? How do 
we determine which is a properly 
functioning church to attend?

Answers:

The New Age, Emergent 
Church and Contemplative 
Spirituality are all movements 
centered in the theology of man 
and not the Bible.  All deal with 
man’s emotion, with a desire to 
get away from the Word of God.  
All would deny basic Bible doc-
trines, centering on man’s emo-
tional experience. Inspired by 
Satan, they deny accountability 

to God, emphasize works and 
doing good things.  Sin, repen-
tance, conversion, salvation by 
faith, the authority of Scripture, 
the deity of Christ, the Virgin 
Birth, the Second Coming of 
Christ are all denied.  Man is 
the center of this system and not 
God.  

To find a Bible centered 
church you should ask for a 
statement of doctrine and beliefs 
from a church you are interested 
in.  Ask for the church’s view on 
the authority of Scripture.  Main 
line denominational churches 
tend to follow more traditional 
worship practices.  Your best fil-
ter is the Holy Spirit.  Pray and 
seek the leadership of God and 
He will lead you.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

As new believers in Christ you 
will want to immerse yourselves 
in the Word. When looking for 
a church you will want to find 
one that centers on the Word of 
God. The Holy Spirit will guide 
you in all things and will only 
lead you to the truth for He is 
“the Spirit of Truth”. Jesus told 
us to “watch and pray” that we 
would not be led astray or fall 
into fleshly temptations. When it 
comes to guidance He promised 
to give us wisdom (James 1:5) 
and counsel (Psalm 32:8).

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene 

(El Paso, TX)

God bless you and your hus-
band for your desire to carefully 
seek to follow the Lord.  Un-
fortunately, false teaching and 
heresy both have been present 
since almost the very beginning 
of the church.  While it does 
seem many of the churches that 
are involved in false belief and 

practices are independent, non-
denominational because there 
is little accountability, there are 
also many independent church-
es that are solid and biblical in 
what they both teach and prac-
tice.  By the same token there 
are also denominational church-
es that accept non-biblical teach-
ing as well.  There are aspects 
of biblical truth that have been 
disagreed upon for centuries, 
but these are matters that do not 
affect one’s salvation and secu-
rity.  There are many who hold 
different views as to the exact 
circumstances concerning Jesus’ 
return at the end of the age, for 
example, but all genuine believ-
ers agree that He promised to 
return and will return physically 
to earth in God’s timing.  As you 
look to become a part of a lo-
cal church – and you definitely 
need to do so – there are some 
key things to look for.  I would 
recommend that you ask to meet 
personally with the pastor and 
ask what he and the church be-
lieve and teach about the key 
truths of Scripture.  Most pas-
tors would welcome such a dis-
cussion.  If you find one that 
does not – leave immediately!  I 
would recommend you seek to 
learn what any church teaches 
about three very key areas of 
Christian faith:  what they be-
lieve about the person of Jesus; 
what they believe concerning the 
Bible; and what they teach and 
believe about salvation.  

There are many aspects to 
all three of these, of course, but 
you do not want to be part of a 
church that does not believe that 
Jesus is God incarnate – the di-
vine Son of God who became a 
human while retaining His de-
ity (see John 1:1-18; Colossians 
1-2; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 
1-2).  What about the Bible?  Is 
it the divinely inspired Word 
of God, without error (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21)?  Do 
they teach that what God calls 
sin is sin, or do they interpret 
the Bible according to contem-
porary views of society that are 
constantly changing?  Finally, 
seek to determine exactly what 
they believe about salvation.  Is 
it fully dependent upon our ac-
cepting what Jesus did as He 
died a substitutionary death on 
our behalf (Romans 5:8; 1 Cor-
inthians 5:20-21), as a free gift of 
God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-10; 
Romans 10:9-13), or is it depen-
dent upon what we do, either 
to earn salvation or to main-
tain it having received it as a 
free gift?  Finally, pray and ask 
God’s discernment as you wor-
ship at different churches, and 
seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
to identify anything that doesn’t 
sound right.  Do they take Bible 
verses out of context and twist 
them together to try and teach 
something different than what 
they mean in context?  While 

supporting Scriptures can and 
should be used, the main truth 
being taught should be solidly 
drawn from an extended pas-
sage in context.  God bless you 
as you seek His direction for the 
church you and your husband 
need to both actively participate 
in as part of the Body of Christ.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath  
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX) 

One question is; “Are these 
led by people who purposely 
set up to deceive people or were 
normal churches that got led 
astray themselves?” Yes on both 
accounts.  The Bible speaks 
(read the book of I & II Timothy) 
very clearly that in the last days 
prior to the Lords’ return, the 
church will take up teaching for 
themselves deceiving and being 
deceived.  Also, the Bible states 
that God Himself will allow a 
strong delusion that the church 
(people) would believe the lie.  I 
encourage this writer to seek a 
church that is equipping the true 
Saints of God to be steadfast, 
unmovable, and always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord.  I 
know this is a hard task for new 
believers and I suggest that the 
writer test every statement that 
is grounding said church by the 
authority of GOD’s word.  Jesus 
made a promise to His children 
that He would guide us in Spirit 
and Truth (HIS Spirit and HIS 
Truth).  Also, don’t be discour-
aged by the test, embrace it to 
show that you have the strength 
to “fight the good fight of Faith”.  
Ask questions (or the question) 
until you have found peace with 
the Spirit of God within you.  If 
a church cannot provide you 
with a peaceful spirit grounded 
answer, seek another church or 
person to assist you.  You are 
not alone, many seek answers 
to the same questions.  There 
are good churches that stand on 
the promise of GOD, sadly, few 
Christians want to stand on the 
promise of the church and not 
GOD.  Stay strong, and stay in 
the fight.

Associate Pastor/Director
Mark A. Rawlins

El Paso International School of Faith 
(El Paso, TX)

Scripture repeatedly warns 
disciples about false teachers. 
Paul writes in 2 Tim 2:15 “Do 
your best to present yourself to 
God as one approved, a work-
man who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly han-
dles the word of truth.” NIV 

Doctrine is important to the 
Disciple. The place to find doc-
trine is in scripture, which is the 
Word of God. As Paul says, we 
must learn to “correctly handle 
the word of truth.” First, we 

learn that previous covenants 
God has made with mankind 
have been replaced by Jesus 
Christ. Read Heb 7:18-19, 22; 
8:6-7, 13; 9:15; 10:1-4; Col 2:14. 
It is important to understand 
the New Covenant as a whole as 
well as the individual stories and 
verses. 

Some estimates say there are 
thousands of “churches” in the 
world, all of which would claim 
to be following the Word of God. 
This seems unlikely since they 
are not only different from one 
another, but most importantly 
different from what is taught in 
the New Testament. I urge you 
to read scripture.

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Matt Slick, a Christian blogger 
writes of the emerging church, 
“The Emerging Church is a . . 
. term used to describe a broad, 
controversial movement that 
seeks to use culturally sensitive 
approaches to reach the post-
modern, un-churched popula-
tion with the Christian mes-
sage. Some Emerging Churches 
might use props such as candles, 
statues, and incense along with 
poems, open mics, and videos, 
etc.  EC services are sometimes 
extremely informal, while oth-
ers are more formal. Emerging 
Churches seek to reach the lost 
by focusing on relationships and 
developing a “story,” a “journey 
of life” that is expressed through 
the “narrative” of learning.  
These words and others are of-
ten used by emerging teachers 
in describing their religious ex-
perience.”
This movement seeks to draw 
people to church and the Gos-
pel of Jesus with many informal 
and modern techniques, such as 
those described above.  But is 
it genuinely Christian?  No two 
congregations of this movement 
are the same.  You can evalu-
ate this movement for your own 
spiritual needs by 1.)  Testing 
whether or not they preach all 
of the Bible and believe all of it; 
2.)  Emphasize the cross of Jesus 
Christ as the center of Christian 
tradition, faith, and experience; 
and 3.)  Trains members to pur-
sue and obey the great commis-
sion of Jesus Christ (Matthew 
28:18-20), namely to make new 
followers of Jesus Christ in ev-
ery culture and language group.  
If the congregation you found 
passes these three tests, and 
your family feels welcome and 
spiritually fed in that place, then 
it would certainly appear to be 
satisfactorily Christian.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)
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her mother was already taking 
care of her ill father.

Mary underwent treatment at 
the University Breast Care Center 
and while still in treatment began 
volunteering with the American 
Cancer Society. She later had 
the opportunity to serve as 
Coordinator of Support Services 
for nearly ten years, where she 
was able to help other women 
given the same diagnosis she 
had received. She felt God had 
put her right where she needed to 
be. She also facilitated a monthly 
support group for patients and 
their families.

In 2011 she was diagnosed 
with metastatic disease in the 
bone. She began treatment again. 
Then later had lesions in the 
brain and underwent gamma 
knife radiation. Months later she 
was diagnosed with metastatic 
disease to the lung, and told the 
doctor “we’re running out of 
body parts – now stop it!”  She 
is now continuing with chemo 
every three weeks and has been 
told she will need treatment for 
the rest of her life.

She quoted, “God is the best 
listener – you need neither to 
shout or cry out loud because He 

hears even the very silent prayer 
of our sincere heart.” This is a 
quote that has touched her heart. 
She tells women, “Open heart, 
open mind, a day at a time, and 
of course faith. Faith is to me 
like the trust in God even when 
I am angry, upset – but there is a 
reason.”

“It’s rare to be more than three 
feet away from someone affected 
by cancer.” Mary explained, “A 
diagnosis of cancer doesn’t affect 
only those diagnosed but also 
our families and those around 
us.” Mary continues to volunteer 
and do all she can to help other 
women.

View all the photos from 
this event on The Messenger’s 
Facebook page. 
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Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934


