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St. Paul’s United Method-
ist Church (Las Cruces, NM) 
is pleased to share examples of 
religious art works by a much-
beloved local artist and teacher, 
Kenneth Barrick. The following 
bio is drawn from an article in the 
Denver Post.

Muralist and popular New 
Mexico State University art pro-
fessor Kenneth R. Barrick taught 
thousands of students and is re-
sponsible for many familiar land-
marks on campus. Barrick died 
in 2007 at the age of 94. “Ken 
Barrick was a long-serving and 
greatly valued member of the 
NMSU family,” said university 
president Michael Martin. “His 
work both as a teacher and as an 
artist has made this a better uni-
versity. The wonderful murals he 
painted will inspire students, fac-
ulty and visitors for many years 
to come.”

His paintings hang in private 
collections and museums in 22 
states and Canada. He was also 
known for developing a formula 
for potassium silicate paint for 
outdoor murals that can with-
stand the harsh Southwestern ele-
ments.

Barrick earned a master’s de-

gree from the University of Iowa, 
where he studied under famed 
American artist Grant Wood. He 
moved to Las Cruces in 1949 and 
became a faculty member.

Las Cruces gallery owner 
Linda Lundeen said Barrick nur-
tured Las Cruces’ burgeoning 
art community by teaching both 
amateur artists during the night 
and weekend classes and thou-
sands of university art students. 
“Ken was like a gentle uncle who 
always had words of wisdom. His 
art was not just beautiful; it was 
stunning, fascinating and dra-
matic,” Lundeen said.

Ken and his wife Nona were 
long-time active members at St. 
Paul’s. Some of his works are on 
permanent display in the Lamb’s 
Class, a group for developmen-
tally delayed adults that Nona 
began.

A perspective on this exhibition

Religious art played an im-
portant part in the body of work 
of Ken Barrisck throughout his 
career. His centerpiece work for 
his MFA thesis was on a bibli-
cal theme. In the early forties, he 
received a commission to paint 
a number of miniatures of well-
known Bible stories for a calen-

dar. The straight-forward portray-
als reflected a simple, direct faith. 
Later works that focused upon 
women of the Bible paralleled the 
growing awareness of theology 
from feminist perspectives that 
grew among religious and theo-
logical leaders. Still other later 
works studied the humanity of 
Jesus and his contacts minister-
ing to women of his time. Ken’s 
Holy Week series dealt with the 
centrality of Jesus’ death on the 
cross, and the triumph over death 
and evil through his resurrection 
– works that explore the conflict 
of good and evil and tragedies 
in our lives. One of the latest of 
Ken’s works portrays Jesus with 
the woman caught in adultery in 
the background. With the note, 
“Let him who is without sin cast 
the first stone,” the work reflects 
Ken’s theology of experience that 
the priority of Jesus’ ministry 
was an expression of love, accep-
tance, and forgiveness, lessons 
we can all take to heart.

The Christian church has long 
supported great art, finding in 
its depth illustrative examples 
to guide our lives. In pre-literate 
Europe, outstanding artists were 
commissioned to create great 
works that could teach the people 
Bible stories and moral lessons. 

We at St. Paul’s appreciate the 
cooperation of Ken’s daughters, 
Barbara Edmonds and Kay Rick-
etts, for allowing us to share these 
works of one of our members 
with the Las Cruces Community.

Editorial used by permission 
of Douglas Weeks, Minister of 
Music and Worship Arts at St. 
Paul’s UMC, Las Cruces. Pho-
tos taken of paintings used by 
permission of Barbara Edmonds, 
daughter of the artist, Kenneth 
Barrick.
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From His Messenger...

Story & Photos 
by Kelly McCullough

The February Character 
Legacy Luncheon was held on 
the 12th at Great American, 
701 S. Mesa Hills. The meeting 
was opened with the pledge of 
allegiance and prayer over the 
meal by Ralph Sanchez. 

This month the Character 
lesson was led by Laurraine 
Huffman, President of 
Southwest Character Council. 
“Our goal is that good character 
will be a primary focus in our 
community, and that people will 
see the value in good character,” 
explained Laurraine.

The Character quality for 
February is Initiative. Initiative 
is the ability to see what needs 
to be done and doing it. The 
opposite is idleness and laziness. 

“What is your character” 
Laurraine asked. “Character 
can be defined of qualities built 
into your life. It is who you 
really are. There are people who 
think you cannot change your 
character. Yet the Bible tells us 
that Christ is working in us. We 
are to be growing in Christ and 
taking on His character, such as 
is discussed about the Fruits of 
the Spirit.” 

Brief points from Laurraine’s 
lesson:

“If I take care of my character, 
my reputation will take care of 
itself,” a statement made by DL 
Moody long ago. His character 
and his destiny still carries on 
after all these years.

Frank Damazio, author of 
The Making of Leaders said, 
“While the gifts of the Spirit 
are given freely, character 
development comes only with 
time, at great personal effort. 
Each Christian is responsible 
to partner with God in what he 
calls a lifelong process. Growing 
character has eternal value.”

Jesus told us to pray “lead 
me out of temptation,” because 
we are all always tempted. The 
enemy is always trying to lead 
us the wrong way. It takes 30 
days to change a habit. We need 
to spend time with people that 
add value to our lives. The law 
of attraction, is this – you don’t 
attract what you want – you 
attract who you are. What’s the 
truth in that? Birds of a feather, 
fly (flock) together. We need to 
take initiative. We need to take 
the first step to do what needs to 
be done rather than waiting for 
someone else to do it. 

The opposite of initiative 
is idleness, laziness, and 
slothfulness. Leadership 
revolves around this principle. 
Initiative is relevant for anyone 
to be a leader. A leader leads 
by example. Our actions are 
telling whether or not we want 
to be a leader or not. Leaders 
are those who see a need, and 
will do something about it. For 
those who take the initiative 
and start their own business, 
it is very risky. “Depending on 
the industry, about 50% of new 
businesses fail,” stated Margaret 
Perez, President and CEO of El 
Paso’s Better Business Bureau.

Three key steps to build 
initiative are: 
• Live your life in a watchful 
mode.
• Take action.
• Take risks

The Bible tells us about six 
times to “watch and pray” this 
is for our protection. Watching 
helps our praying, and praying 
helps our watching. Jeremiah 
33:3 says, “Call to me and I will 
answer you and tell you great 
and unsearchable things you do 
not know.”

Hebrews 11:1 tells us, “Now 
faith is confidence in what we 

hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see.”

James 2:26 says, “As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.”

The meeting concluded 
with a testimony from Robert 
Cormell, founder of Wayside 
Teen Center. Robert has long 
had a heart to serve people, 
and desire to mentor youth. In 
2008 Robert along with his wife, 
Catrina co-founded the center. 
Their goal was to reach as many 
youth for Christ as possible. The 
center is across the street from 
Hanks High School, which had 
originally been started as a 
restaurant for the community 
– but has since turned into the 
center to reach the youth. He has 
a strong passion to reach kids 
without fathers, and from this 
the Mentor One program was 
born. The program provides 
young people with Christian 
adults who model Christ for 
them in a loving and stable 
relationship. Robert is also 
owner of the local Bagel Shop’s.

If you are interested in 
learning more about Mentor 
One, or would like to volunteer 
or financially support Mentor 
One, contact Robert at (915) 
494-4364 or email mentor1ep@
yahoo.com.

The Character Legacy 
Luncheon meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. The 
next luncheon will be March 
12th. 

If you enjoy this  issue of  The Mes-
senger, you could have future issues 

delivered directly to your door.

P.O. Box 3367
El Paso, TX 79923

INTereSTeD IN
SubSCrIbING?

Laurraine Huffman, President SWCC

 robert Cormell, Co-founder Wayside 
Teen Center

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

 Well, five months after my 
last grandson Aiden was born 
– I am grandma again! CON-
GRATULATIONS to my son 
Shawne on the birth of his new 
daughter, Madison Brooke Skye 
McCullough. Madison was born 
February 15th at 8:10 am. She 
weighed in at 7 pounds 7 ounces 
and is 20 ¾” long. Naturally she 
already has her daddy wrapped 
around her finger, it is so awe-
some to see.

Praise Reports:
 Birth of Madison Mc-
Cullough. A friend of mine re-
cently completed chemo and had 
follow up appointment at MD 
Anderson and got good reports.

Prayer Requests:
 Newborn baby boy undergo-
ing tests for Downs syndrome, 
his mom and family.
Jenna and Andrew Foix (El 
Paso, TX) Both have been of-
fered jobs, but one is here and 
the other requires them to move. 
They have decisions to make as 
to which job is accepted.

 Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for Your uncondi-
tional love, mercy, grace and for-
giveness. None of us are worthy 
of all You do or of Your love. You 
are faithful to give it freely any 
way, all we need is to accept Your 
free gift of Salvation. Why is this 
so hard for so many? 
Thank You Father for the safe 
birth of yet another grandchild. 
Bless her and keep her safe, hap-
py and healthy throughout all 
her life. 
 Lord I thank You for the 
completion of chemo and good 
reports for my friend. Touch her 
body Lord, strengthen her and 
get her back to 100% quickly. 
Wrap her in Your loving arms 
and help her to feel Your com-
fort and peace each minute of 
the day.
 I lift up this newborn baby 
boy, his mom and family. Give 
them strength as they move 
through the days ahead with all 
the tests, comfort them. I pray 

they will find peace in You. I 
lift up the doctors that will be 
working with the baby and pray 
for wisdom. Lord we know that 
You love this baby boy more 
than even his family, and that 
You have a purpose and a plan 
for His life regardless of the test 
results. 
 I lift up Jenna and Andrew 
Father and I ask that You give 
them wisdom and discernment 
in this decision making pro-
cess. Lead them in the direction 
that is Your will for their fam-
ily, and help them to find peace 
in whichever it is, and to know 
without doubt they chose cor-
rectly with no regrets. I want so 
much for them to be happy and 
have a good life for them and my 
grandkids. Of course I would 
prefer they stay nearby, so if the 
job chosen is the one that re-
quires them to move away again, 
please help me to deal with los-
ing them again. And if they 
move, help the kids to adjust to 
another move, especially Kelsey 
as she would change schools yet 
again.
 I lift up each of the advertis-
ers that faithfully support this 
ministry. Father I pray abound-
ing blessings on each one. Lead 
me to others that understand the 
value of reaching unbelievers for 
Your kingdom. I lift up also all 
who read The Messenger that 
they will be blessed by what they 
read here. I lift up the finances 
of the paper and pray that this 
be the time that You help turn 
things around.
 I lift up our soldiers Lord and 
pray safety and protection over 
them. Bless each one for serving 
in whatever capacity, and pro-
tecting our freedoms and coun-
try. Bless their loved ones for the 
sacrifices they make so the sol-
dier can serve.
I thank You Father for the op-
portunity to serve You in this 
way. I pray for strength, wisdom, 
guidance and discernment for 
the future. 
 I love You Lord. Please bless 
my family, and this ministry.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen



Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.

FREE After School Tutoring Program 
– St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
2155 Wedgewood, El Paso, 4:00 pm 
– 6:00 pm. Tutoring will be available on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays 
ONLY. For more info call Sandy Hoffman 
(915) 598-7577 (leave message) or 
email jayneruiz@msn.com.

Wednesday, February 26th

FM419 – First Baptist Church, 805 
Montana Avenue, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 
9:00 pm. Event for youth across the 
region to meet for three weekly sessions 
of music and life-changing training. Get 
down to the basics of what you believe, 
find the power to live what you say, 
and learn how to share your faith with 
others.
  
The Compassionate Friends – 1000 
Montana, in basement of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 
9:00 pm. This is a Non-denominational 

self-help support group for parents, 
grandparents & siblings who have lost 
children. Facilitator is Susan Crews. 
Bilingual. For more info call (915) 542-
0908. Call ahead to be sure of meeting 
date.

Saturday, March 1st
 
Project Linus – University Presbyterian 
Church, 244 N. Resler, El Paso, 9:30 
am – 11:00 am. Project Linus is 
a non-profit organization. Quilters, 
Crocheters, Knitters, Sewers, Non-
sewers, EVERYONE can make a blanket! 
Donations WELCOMED – yarn, fabric, 
fleece, supplies, cash …. All needed. 
For more info call (915) 474-2845 or 
email twooters@elp.rr.com. 

Sunday, March 2nd – Wednesday, 
March 5th

Revival with Kent York – Sun Valley 
Baptist Church, 9901 McCombs, El 
Paso, Sunday 9:45 – 11:00 am and 
6:00 pm. Monday – Wednesday 7:00 
pm. Kent pastored churches for 18 
years, now travels the world speaking 
in revivals, camps, conferences and 
crusades. The Word of God comes 
alive in Kent’s messages as he uses a 
mixture of humor and poignant truth to 

ignite and challenge the Church family. 
All services are free and open to the 
public, with free childcare also. For more 
info call (915) 755-7232 or (915) 755-
1155.

Wednesday, March 12th

Character Legacy Luncheon – formerly 
known as Southwest Character Council 
Monthly Luncheon, Great American, 701 
S. Mesa Hills Drive, El Paso, 11:45 am 
to 1:00 pm. Your reservation helps the 
restaurant to be prepared for your meal 
service. Cost is $15, cash or check only. 
Call the Southwest Character Council 
office at (915) 779-3551 to RSVP. 

Jesus Culture – Night of Ministry and 

Worship – Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 
pm. Enjoy an evening focused on 
seeking the Lord through worship with 
Chris Quilala and Justin Jarvis with the 
Jesus Culture band, prayer and a time 
of preaching and ministry with Pastor 
Scott Thompson.

Thursday, March 13th

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program to 
be announced. For more info call (915) 
494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.com.

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site 
at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have 
a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:

Recently on a Sunday morning 
televised church service, a Pastor 
was speaking about angels. 
Basically he stated we all have 
at least one angel assigned to us, 
and we can pray to it and have it 
do things for us! Is this Biblical? 
And if so, where would it state 
this in the Bible? I have always 
been taught that we pray only to 
the Lord; and also that the Lord 
is the only One who can instruct 
angels to do anything. If I am 
wrong, please instruct me where 
to find this proof. If I am correct, 
please clarify so if any other 
readers heard this telecast that 
they won’t be led astray.

Answers:
What you have always 

(previously) been taught is 
correct!  Nowhere in the Bible 
does it have humans praying 
to angels.  This sounds like a 
perversion of some side stream 
to older Catholic beliefs (where 
humans pray to dead saints for 
their help or intercession, which 
is itself not based in Scripture). 
Jesus did say that people who 

die become “like the angels” 
(which is why they are no longer 
married to other deceased 
humans, Matthew 23:30).  Jesus 
also mentioned in an offhand 
way that (with regard to children) 
the angels of children always 
see the face of God the Father 
(Matthew 18:10).  Evidently this 
means that young children at 
least are assigned an angel, but 
can we assume this applies to 
adult Christians?  I don’t know, 
and the Bible is silent on this.  
What we do know is that the 
angels are sent by God to serve 
those (Christians) who are to 
inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14).  
Our prayers are always directed 
to God the Father or Jesus the 
Son, just as Jesus Himself taught 
during His private ministry 
with His disciples (John 13-17).  
Your pastor is in error:  we must 
never become preoccupied with 
angels.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

The bible gives indication 
that God will give His angels 
charge over His children (Ps. 
91:11; Matt. 4:6; 18:10).  However, 
as to making our petitions to 
angels, the bible states very 
clearly that there is only One 
mediator between God and 
man and that is Jesus Christ (1 
Timothy 2:5).  However, it is 
important to understand that 
God uses angels to carry out 
certain tasks.  Take for example, 
after Jesus was tempted in the 
wilderness, angels came and 
ministered to Him, and after 

Jesus was finished praying in 
the garden, angels came and 
ministered to Him.  God has 
used angels throughout the ages 
and will continue to do so as He 
sees fit.  In summary, here is 
how I have come to understand 
it; make your prayer to God, 
Jesus mediates on our behalf, 
and by God’s choosing, sends 
angels to administer (answer) 
our prayers.  If God does not 
send an angel, then it would 
seem that God Himself will 
address your prayer.   Hope this 
helps.

Director Mark A. Rawlins
El Paso International School of Faith 

(El Paso, TX)

This is a great and important 
question.  In the years that I 
have been reading and studying 
the Bible.  I do not see a biblical 
basis to establish a doctrine as 
such.  A doctrine is a teaching.  
I believe in Angels and I have 
a Pentecostal and charismatic 
background. There are plenty 
of great verses in the Bible that 
give us a glimpse into the work 
of these powerful  angels but the 
scripture verses regarding our 
own personal angel is limited; 
I believe to establish such as 
a doctrine is error.  If we do 
or we don’t have an assigned 
angel to us, let God be the 
one to decide how angels are 
used.  My advice to you, Christ 
is the head of the church. It will 
always be, For Christ, Through 
Christ and because of Christ.  
Nothing more nothing less.  

Pastor Hector Saucedo
Iglesia Vision  
(Forney, TX)

As we look to the Bible 
(Matthew 4:10) we are told that 
we are only to worship God the 
Father.  We understand that 
the Trinity is part of God.  In 
Colossians 2:18 it warns against 
the worship of angels.  I do 
believe that we have guardian 
angels, but our Lord and our 
God is in charge of the angels.  
Therefore we pray to the Father 
in the name of Jesus.  To pray 
to an angel is to put an angel in 
the place of God.  Satan wants to 
be there but he was kicked out 
of heaven for trying to be God.  

Jesus through His Spirit 
works in us and does what is best 
for us.  We cannot manipulate 
angels to do what the Holy Spirit 
was sent to do for us.  So pray to 
the Father in Jesus name and He 
will continue to take care of us.

God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis
First Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

We know that Jesus said 
that the angels of little children 
always behold the face of the 
Father. Hebrews 1 says that the 
angels are ministering spirits 
sent to assist those who are 
being saved. Outside of this I 
don’t think we should dabble in 
angelology. It’s too close to the 
New Age Movement. Jesus is our 
only Mediator to the Father.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene 

(El Paso, TX)
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Unbelief

Due to Laziness

 Good Day Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,
 J. C. Ryle, in His message 
“Unbelief – A Marvel,” revealed 
three sources believed to 
comprise the “seat” of unbelief.  
We previously have seen how 
the head and heart lead to 
unbelief, the third, laziness, 
being the most common cause.  
These people just happen to 
be too lazy to exercise spiritual 
disciplines because they refuse 
to deny themselves, feeling they 
should not have to do so.  They 
also believe there is too much 
uncertainty as to whether or not 
the Bible is true.  Intellectual 
difficulties related to the Bible 
are too difficult with which to 
deal, so they remain undecided, 
and indecision is equivalent 
to unbelief.  We need to take 
a strong stand on the truth of 
God’s Word and believe with 
our head and our heart.
 Never allow laziness to 
interfere with your belief in and 
worship of the Lord and His 
Word!

“Our friends, we command 
you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to keep away from 
all believers who are living a lazy 
life and who do not follow the 
instructions that we gave them.”  
(II Thessalonians 3:6 - TEV)

Unbelief
Satan’s Plan

 Unbelievers can go to church, 
hear God’s Word preached, and 
leave the church without having 
a change of heart.  They can 
hear about the judgments of 
God related to unbelief and 
leave with hardened hearts, 
saying “a God of love would 
never pass such judgments on 
someone.  They hear about 
Christ’s passion and death on 
the cross on their behalf and 
leave unbroken in their hearts, 
refusing to accept His gift of 
salvation.  Satan has caused 
the unbelief and created a thick 
veil between the unbeliever and 
the Savior, a blinder preventing 
them from repenting and God’s 
love to shine through.  Only 
when the unbeliever comes 
under the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit will he or she repent and 
come to accept Christ as Savior.
 As you tell unbelievers about 
Christ and His love, pray that 
their hearts will soften under 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit, 
that their eyes will be open, and 
that they will accept Christ as 
Savior and Lord of their lives!

 “And blasphemed the God of 
heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds.”  (Revelation 16:11)

May God Richly Bless You Today  

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted. (Bracket 
and capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.) Archives of At 
the Father’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.com. 
Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add someone 
to our contact list contact me 
at bwoolleycpa@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com.

INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE

INSTITUTO BIBLICO BAUTISTA INTERNACIONAL

Training ministers and lay leaders in El Paso

for over 40 years

Star�ng a new Cer��cate in Pastoral Studies program

Classes in English and Spanish

Afforda�le tui�on  �  �uali�ed instructors

Everyone is welcome!

1201-A Hawkins Blvd.  •  Call 778-4815 or 694-9490



Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
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Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
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Daniel Lucas
915-779-2489

6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 • El Paso 

Mouthwatering savings.
Served fresh at your local GEICO office.

God’s Blessing!
Madison Brooke Skye McCullough

2-15-14

7lbs-7oz

20-3/4” long

Nana Loves You!


