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By Felicia Alvarez

As I set the little three-year-old 
boy down, he burst into tears and 
reached up, begging me to pick him 
up again. I had already held him for 
a good thirty minutes and my arms 
hurt, but his tears compelled me to 
scoop him back into my arms. The 
dear child clung to me tightly and 
his sobs melted away into a peace-
ful silence as his head rested on my 
shoulder. I was a complete stranger, 
but he was so desperate for love he 
didn’t want to let go of anyone will-
ing to hold him.

My heart broke.
I wasn’t angry at the caretakers; 

they were doing the best they could. 
There were simply too many chil-
dren. They had their hands full try-
ing to keep the kids fed, safe, and 
lice-free—spending time with them 
one-on-one wasn’t an option. Honest-
ly, I didn’t know how they ran an or-
phanage with such a shortage of staff.

But I was still upset. Not necessar-
ily because these orphans were de-
prived of individual attention (which 
was sad) or because the children were 
poor.

I was angry because these chil-
dren had been forgotten. 

Here before my eyes were chil-
dren living without love while Chris-
tians did very little about it.

Why?
Why don’t we do anything? Part 

of the reason is that we don’t realize 
what’s going on in other areas of the 
world. Part of it is that we’re so busy 
with our own lives that we forget 
about kids like these. But one of the 
biggest reasons we don’t get involved 
is that we want to protect ourselves. 
We don’t want to know too much be-
cause we’re afraid of becoming sad or 
depressed. We don’t want to care too 
much, because we’re scared of expe-
riencing pain. The sad truth is, we’re 
more interested in preventing our 
own pain than in relieving theirs.

I know this because a part of me 
was scared as I held that little boy. I 
didn’t want the pain of leaving chil-
dren I’d come to love at an institu-
tion. I wanted to adopt them and 
take them home, give them food, a 
big grass yard to play in, and a warm 
bed. I wanted to love on my terms—I 
wanted to love them forever—not on 

orphanage terms, which meant leav-
ing them behind at the institution.

Caring can be tough.

Sad.
Depressing.
Emotionally draining.

C.S. Lewis so eloquently put it, 
“To love at all is to be vulnerable. 
Love anything and your heart will be 
wrung and possibly broken.” Essen-
tially, to love is to risk being hurt.

In his book, Orphan Justice, Ja-
son Carr shares “It’s inconvenient. 
It’s hard. It’s messy. It’s exhausting. 
I guarantee it. But all too often, self-
ishness keeps us from taking care of 
these children. Somewhere along the 
way, in our concern for an easy, hap-
py, comfortable life, we may be miss-
ing the heart of the gospel—to seek 
and save the lost, to reach out to the 
forgotten and the oppressed, to love 
sacrificially, and to pour our lives out 
so that others can catch a glimpse of 
Jesus.”

If Jesus came to earth and all he 
was concerned about was himself 
and what was best for his emotions 
and physical health, do you think he 
would have died on the cross?

Doubtful.
But he DID put himself through 

difficulty and die on the cross for our 
sake. It was hard. It was painful. But 
he did it for US. And what does Christ 
call us to do? He says we are to love 
our neighbor—orphans, foster chil-
dren, trafficked children, HIV chil-
dren—as ourselves and that we are 
to pick up our cross and follow him. 
And there’s no disclaimer…it doesn’t 
say “Follow Christ on your terms or as 
long as it’s comfortable.”

The Next Step: Moving Past Good 
Intentions 

We all think following Christ and 
loving our neighbor as ourselves is 
great. We think volunteering is great. 
We think sacrifice is great. We think 
such-and-such an organization is 
great.  But that’s all we do: think and 
talk. Essentially we’re saying it’s great 
for other people to do. We are so busy 
applauding the works of others that 
we never get our own hands dirty—
figuratively speaking. We assume 
most people are doing something, but 
“most people” are just like us: doing 
nothing but talking. Intentions are 

only good if they lead to action.
If more Christians followed 

through on their intentions—if more 
Christians put themselves aside and 
risked loving just one child—the 
world orphan crisis might disappear. 
One missionary shared this:

“There are 143 million orphans
+11 million who starve to death/

die of preventable diseases
+8.5 million who work as child 

slaves/prostitutes
+2.3 million who have HIV
= 164.8 million needy children

And though at first glance that 
looks like a big number, 2.1 billion 
people on this earth proclaim to be 
Christians. The truth is that if only 8 
percent of the Christians would care 
for one more child, there would not 
be any statistics left.”  

This is incredible!
So Do Something!

• Sponsor a child (or two or three) 
through Compassion, World Vision, 
or another reputable Christian orga-
nization. Many orphans are not true 
orphans, but abandoned children. 
Their parents cannot afford to feed 
them, so they leave them at an insti-
tution. Child sponsorship provides 
assistance to families and reduces 
the amount of orphans. You can help 
keep a family together by sponsor-
ing one of their children with a small 
monthly contribution.

  
• Foster a child. There are over 

500,000 foster children in America. 
Children typically enter foster care 
because they have experienced abuse 
and/or neglect and need to be re-
moved from their homes for their 
own protection. These children are in 
need of foster families who can care 
for them temporarily.  

  
• Open Your Home to a Family 

in Crisis. “Through Safe Families for 
Children (SFFC) a parent can arrange 
for their children to stay with an ap-
proved volunteer family while they 
address the overwhelming family is-
sue facing them…The average length 
of a child’s stay is about six weeks; but 
it can range anywhere from two days 
to a year.” For example, a single mom 
could need assistance with her chil-
dren if she is in an accident and re-
quires surgery. Or temporarily home-
less parents may need a safe place for 

their kids while they figure out their 
housing situation. There are many 
different situations and opportunities 
to assist these kids. Visit safe-families.
org for more information.

  
• Adopt a child internationally or 

here in the states. In the United States 
alone, there are over 100,000 children 
in the foster care system waiting to 
be adopted. If you are interested in 
learning more about adoption, Beth-
any Christian Services is a good place 
to start.

  
• Help fund an adoption. Adop-

tions can be pricey and there are fam-
ilies who would love to adopt but can-
not afford all the costs. Lifesong for 
Orphans provides matching grants 
to families who desire to adopt. You 
can donate to their matching grant 
fund—every bit helps!

  
• Volunteer with foster kids. 

You may not be able to take them 
home, but you could be a mentor to 
children. A good place to start your 
search for local foster organizations is 
VolunteerMatch.

  • Spread the word. Share about 

the orphan crisis with friends by 
word of mouth and through social 
media.

  
• Pray for orphans. You can sign 

up for Lifesong for Orphan’s Prayer 
Team and receive email updates 
with prayer requests and praise re-
ports.

Don’t just have good intentions; 
take steps to act on them today. 
And, with the Lord’s guidance and 
strength, those 164.8 million needy 
children can be cared for by the 
church. It starts with each person 
doing their part and not assuming 
that “everyone else” will pick up the 
pieces. We are the body of Christ, 
let’s move together!

Felicia Alvarez lives in Southern 
California and loves avocados, sun-
shine, and serving her Savior. Cur-
rently, she teaches dance to over one 
hundred students and is working on 
her second book. Connect with Fe-
licia on her blog or Facebook—she 
would love to hear from you.

Used by permission of www.cross-
walk.com

Eight Ways to Help the Poor and Forgotten

   March 5th-
April 19th

• Salmon • Haddock • Trout • Shrimp
• Lobster • Veggie Wraps • Fresh Salads

• Portobello Mushroom Sandwiches
• Tuna Steak Sandwich • Eggplant Sandwich

Expect a whole lot more for lunch!

Experience Something Different & Wake Up Your Taste Buds!

915.533.8890
1731 Montana Ave.

@ Williams,
1 block west of Cotton
El Paso, Tejas 79902

www.latierracafe.com

 
 

 

* Salmon Adventure *Zing Caught Tilapia *Green Tuna Tacos

 *Shrimp Pasta *Tortellini Mamamini *Tortellini N’ Veggies *Crossing Borders 

*Veggie Good N’ Cheese * Chicken Chipotle Spaghetti Squash *Mexican Pizza

*“Albondiga” Bowl *Picadillo Wrap *Creamy Chicken Chipotle Enchiladas 

+11 sandwiches + 12 salads + 8 desserts +more than just tea and sodas

 
 

 

Salads: For the Gallo in you * More & Merry * Chilled & Spiced 
* Mi Antipasto * Dreaming Tuna * and * 6 more

Sandwiches: Wild November * Just Lucky * The Squeeze
* Gary's BLT * Tender Veggie * and * 6 more

 + 12 entrees + 8 desserts + more than just tea and sodas

Two Free
Tacos*

No purchase Necessary

J660
*Regular Tacos. Coupon valid through April 30, 2014 at El Paso and Las 
Cruces Jack in the Box Restaurants. Please present coupon when 
ordering. One coupon per guest, per visit. One offer per coupon. No 
duplicates accepted. Not valid in combina�on with any other offer. 
Jack in the Box is a registered trademark of Jack in the Box Inc.



By Kelly McCullough 

The March Character Lega-
cy Luncheon was held the 12th 
at Great American, 701 S. Mesa 
Hills. The meeting was opened 
with the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Prayer over the meal.

The March Character les-
son was on Thoroughness, and 
was led by Jerry Odom, mem-
ber of the Southwest Charac-
ter Council. Thoroughness is 
“Being extremely attentive to 
accuracy and detail, also called 
completeness.” 

“You can’t talk about thor-
oughness without talking about 
discipline. Discipline is train-
ing that develops self-control 
and efficiency.” Jerry stated, 
then asked, “Is it possible to 
be thorough without being dis-
ciplined?” You really have to 
have discipline to some degree 
in order to be thorough. We 
need to be thorough in order 
to do the best job possible. But 
does not require perfection-
ism – this is an obsession and 
causes problems. You strive to 
do the best you possibly can, 
but you will never be perfect, 
and cannot be possible.

Jerry covered the parable of 
the prophets, and how he gave 
them the talents to see what 
they would accomplish with 
them. Be diligent, disciplined 
and be accurate in what you 
are doing. 

Brief points from Jerry’s les-
son:

Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 
2:15, “Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to God, a 
worker who doesn’t need to be 
ashamed, correctly teaching 
the word of truth.”  

Luke wrote in Acts 17:11, 
“The people here were more 
open-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, since they wel-
comed the message with eager-
ness and examined the Scrip-
tures daily to see if these things 
were so.”

1 Corinthians 9:25-27 states, 
“Now everyone who competes 
exercises self-control in every-
thing. However, they do it to 
receive a crown that will fade 
away, but we a crown that will 
never fade away.  26 Therefore 
I do not run like one who runs 
aimlessly or box like one beat-
ing the air.  27 Instead, I disci-
pline my body and bring it un-
der strict control, so that after 

preaching to others, I myself 
will not be disqualified.”

Examples of thoroughness 
in sports, such as the Seattle 
Seahawks in the Super Bowl. 
They were pretty thorough, 
they knew exactly what they 
wanted to do and how they 
wanted to accomplish it and 
they did it with overwhelming 
expertise. 

Dallas Cowboys under Jim-
my Johnson, in 1993 when 
preparing to play the San 
Francisco 49ers for the NFC 
Championship to see who 
would win the Super Bowl. Be-
fore the game Jimmy Johnson 
came out and said, “We will 
win the ball game,” and by half 
time the game was over. That 
game was won before they ever 
went on the field because their 
preparation was so thorough. 
Jimmy knew it, the team knew 
it, and the 49ers probably knew 
it too.

In business there are ex-
amples such as Warren Buf-
fet who researches very thor-
oughly anything he is thinking 
of investing in. Steve Jobs, was 
very thorough because he al-
ways knew what his goals were 
and what he wanted to accom-
plish. Bill Gates, very similar, 
would work all night long on 
his projects. All men were very 
thorough.

In medicine, Dr. Ben Carter 
is the doctor who performed 
the very first successful sur-
gery to separate Siamese twins 
and both lived. He and his sur-
gical staff were all very, very 
thorough with every detail that 
went into the preparation for, 
and during the surgery. The 
movie “Gifted Hands” portrays 
this story.

The Building Blocks of 
Thoroughness are:

• Look at the whole picture
• Focus on the process
• Check and recheck the de-

tails
• Look again
• Finish the job to the best 

of your ability

Luke 14:28 states, ““Suppose 
one of you wants to build a tow-
er. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you 
have enough money to com-
plete it?”

Colossians 3:23-24, “What-
ever you do, do your work 
heartily as for the Lord rather 
than for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of inheritance. It 
is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve.”

“There’s a difference in 
thinking you know something 
and knowing you know some-
thing. Know what you know 
and understand what you don’t 
know.” Jerry explained, “Pas-
sion plus discipline results in 
thoroughness which results in 
joy.”

1 John, “These things we 
write so that our joy may be 
made complete.”

The meeting was concluded 
with a testimony from Ellen 
Smyth, Director of the El Paso 

Environmental Services. They 
have been working on charac-
ter training in her department 
for ten years. “It is born from 
within. I can’t give it to you, I 
can’t train it to you. It is eas-
ier for me to hire someone of 
character and teach them alge-
bra than it is to hire those who 
know algebra and teach them 
character. It’s just that diffi-
cult. I hire for character now. 
It’s become part of my hiring 
practices, and my terminating 
practices.”  Ellen explained that 
they train on honesty and in-
tegrity, and when dealing with 
employees she reminds them 
of the character qualities they 
have learned and discussed 
each month. The employees 
know what to expect from her, 
she runs her department with 
character and they know they 
will receive honesty and trust 
from her. Other departments 
ask how her department runs 
so smoothly and employees 
seem happier, she believes it 
is due to the character train-
ing they continue month after 
month, and because of it they 
all trust each other, and want 
to do a good job.

The Character Legacy Lun-
cheon meets the second Wednes-
day of each month. The next lun-
cheon will be held April 9th at 
11:45 am.

If you prayed this prayer or would like more information, please call Pastor H. Warren Hoyt (915) 799-5668
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If you enjoy this  issue of  The Mes-
senger, you could have future issues 

delivered directly to your door.

P.O. Box 3367
El Paso, TX 79923

INTERESTED IN
SUBSCRIBING?

Character Legacy Luncheon

Jerry Odom, Member SWCC

Ellen Smyth, Director Environmental 
Services

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

Here we are officially in 
our first days of Spring, 
although in El Paso we’ve 
had Spring-like weather 
for some time. It’s been so 
beautiful. We are so blessed 
in the Southwest, as there 
are still many areas still get-
ting snow and cold temps. 
Please, if you are living in 
areas that experience the 
beautiful weather we have 
– be sure to thank the Lord 
daily for such a blessing, 
and pray for those who are 
not blessed in this way.

****

Prayer Requests:

Situation with the missing 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370

****

Precious Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for all 
You do and provide for us; 
for Your love, mercy, grace 
and Salvation; and the 
beautiful weather we are 
blessed with.

Father I lift up all the 
passengers and crew of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370, for all those searching 
for the plain, and for all the 
loved ones awaiting news. 
Lord we can’t understand 
how things like this are 
allowed to happen. BUT 
Father, we know that You 
know all things and we have 
to place our trust in You to 
work all things out. It is our 
prayer that the passengers 
be found alive, but either 
way Father I pray that the 
searchers find something 
soon. The family members 
need to know for certain 
what has happened. As 
much as we would hate for 
it to be bad news – we know 
that would be better than 
never knowing. Surround 
all these people with Your 
love, Father. I pray many 
will turn to You during this 
turmoil and develop a last-
ing relationship with You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

From His Messenger...



Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.

FREE After School Tutoring 
Program - St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, 2155 Wedgewood, El Paso, 
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm. Tutoring will be 
available on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursdays ONLY. For more info 
call Sandy Hoffman (915) 598-7577 
(leave message) or email jayneruiz@
msn.com.

Saturday, March 29th

Jonathan Settel Praise Concert - 
Beth Israel Messianic Center, 504 San 
Saba, El Paso, 6:30 pm. The public 
is invited to come hear the World 
renown artist sing in English, Hebrew, 
and Spanish. For more info visit www.
BethIsraelep.org.

Tuesday, April 1st

All Sons & Daughters Concert - 
Harvest Christian Center, 1345 New 

Harvest Place, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Tickets are $10.00 if purchased by 
March 24; $15 at the door night of 
concert. Visit www.hccelpaso.com for 
more info and to purchase tickets. 

Wednesday, April 2nd

The Dartts Family in Concert - 
Sun Valley Baptist Church, 9901 
McCombs, El Paso, 7:00 pm. The 
public is invited to an evening of great, 
well known Gospel music. Nursery 
care is provided at no charge. For 
more info call (915) 755-7232.

Saturday, April 5th

Project Linus - The Trading Post at 
Fort Bliss, 1717 Marshall Rd. (formerly 
the commissary) 9:30 - Noon. Project 
Linus is a non-profit organization. 
Quilters, Crocheters, Knitters, Sewers, 
Non-sewers, EVERYONE can make 
a blanket! Donations WELCOMED - 
yarn, fabric, fleece, supplies, cash. All 
needed. For more info call (915) 781-
0880 or projectlinuselpaso@yahoo.
com. 

Wednesday, April 9th

Character Legacy Luncheon 

- formerly known as Southwest 
Character Council Monthly Luncheon, 
Great American, 701 S. Mesa Hills 
Drive, El Paso, 11:45 am to 1:00 pm. 
Your reservation helps the restaurant 
to be prepared for your meal 
service. Cost is $15, cash or check 
only. Call the Southwest Character 
Council office at (915) 779-3551 to 
RSVP. 

Thursday, April 10th

El Paso's Northeast Quilters Guild 
- Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Saturday, April 26th

Messianic Jewish Night of Praise - 

Beth Israel Messianic Center, 504 San 
Saba, El Paso, 6:30 pm. Everyone 
welcome to come enjoy vibrant 
music, hand-crafted Shofars, and 
other gifts from Israel with Lev Shelo 
and The Jerusalem Marketplace from 
Las Cruces. For more info visit www.
BethIsraelep.org, or call (575) 523-
0372, or email Shofars.US@gmail.
com.

Wednesday, April 30th 

The Compassionate Friends - 1000 
Montana, in basement of St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, El Paso, 7:00 pm  - 
9:00 pm. This is a Non-denominational 
self-help support group for parents, 
grandparents & siblings who have lost 
children. Facilitator is Susan Crews. 
Bilingual. For more info call (915) 542-
0908. Call ahead to be sure of meeting 
date.

Questions are sent to 50 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond 
by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:

Is it wrong or sinful to not 
pray over a meal when eating 
in public? When I dine alone 
in public I do silently. But 
while with others I/we don’t. I 
suppose it’s because we all have 
in mind the scripture about 
not praying in public to call 
attention to yourself. There are 
those who feel we should do it 
in public and believe that by 
calling attention to ourselves 
praying it may make others 
realize they should do it to. I’d 
like to know from Pastors point 
of view which is right. Are we 
sinful by not praying in public; 
or sinful if we do?

Answers:

My opinion is that it’s a 
matter of your conscience. 
James 4:17 says, “Anyone, 
then, who knows the good he 
ought to do and doesn’t do it, 
sins. If you feel the prompting 
to pray you should pray as 
a matter of conscience and 
not be concerned about what 
others may think. I believe it 

is a good witness.
Pastor Fred Grenier

First Church of the Nazarene 
(El Paso, TX)

While the Bible states in 1 
Cor. 10:31 “Whether therefore 
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.” the following verses give 
insight to the conduct of such 
actions.  Verse 32 instructs us 
to give no offence to the Jew, 
Gentiles, or even the Church, 
while verse 33 states that 
even if we please all men in 
all things, we are not to seek 
the profit of many, so that 
they may be saved.  All that to 
say this; if you feel that your 
praying in public is pleasing 
to God, then pray.  If you feel 
your prayer is offensive to the 
party you are with, and they 
know you are a Child of God, 
then prayer can be lifted prior 
to the dinner and a statement 
can be made in general 
that a prayer was lifted on 
their behalf for the evening 
meal and festivities.  Always 
remember, you, and you alone 
must give account to GOD and 
GOD alone for your service to 
HIM and not the people.  The 
people just need to see GOD 
in and from you in all you 
say and do.  If in public, then 
so be it.  If in private, GOD 
still knows the desire of your 
prayer and heart.  Don’t 
get caught up on when and 
where we pray being a sin 
or wrong, just be faithful to 
pray as the Good LORD gives 
movement.  You’ll know.

Director Mark A. Rawlins
El Paso International School of Faith 

(El Paso, TX)

It is not wrong or sinful to 
pray or not pray over a meal 
in public. Your scenarios are 
correct, it is a good example 
to others, but we should not 
do it in a way that leaves the 
idea of self-righteousness. I 
have known those who assume 
a posture that draws attention 
to them and then pray with a 
voice that is heard throughout 
the restaurant. Personally, 
I find this obnoxious and it 
does not leave a favorable 
impression. 

Gratitude to God for the 
blessings of life is always 
appropriate, but how we do 
this should be in a manner of 
humility and not arrogance. 

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

I think your sensitivity for 
such matters is commendable.  
We are to give thanks for 
everything in every situation, 
and we typically do this in 
prayer (1Thessalonians 5:18).  
If you know yourself well then 
you know whether you are 
praying to show off or not.  
If you are praying in public 
to call attention to yourself 
and your faith, well then of 
course you know this is wrong 
(see Jesus in the Sermon on 
the Mount, Matthew 6:5-7), 
and you should avoid doing 
this.  On the other hand if 
your personal faith in Jesus 
Christ leads you to pray 
spontaneously wherever you 
are, then that is just fine!  
God will use your devotional 

life (public and private) as a 
witness, but He will do this in 
His way and in His time.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Many people wonder 
whether they should pray 
over their meals in public.  I 
believe that we should.  We 
should be thankful in all 
things and God’s provision 
should always be recognized.  
Not only should we be 
thankful but we should ask 
His blessing over what we are 
about to eat.  When food is 
prepared outside of our home, 
we don’t know what may have 
taken place behind closed 
doors.  Especially if someone 
in the kitchen is having a bad 
day and wants to take it out on 
a customer. 

When Jesus fed the five 
thousand, it says in Matthew 
14:19 that He blessed the 
loaves. At the last supper in 
Matthew 26:26, Jesus blessed 
and broke the bread.  Whether 
you bless the food openly or in 
a private prayer is up to you.  I 
believe God wants to bless us 
with strength and health, but 
to appropriate this, I believe 
we should ask God’s blessing 
on everything we put in 
our mouths. 

God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis
First Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Scriptural Discipline

Yahweh as Master
 Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ, Yahweh was the primary 
Master in the Old Testament by 
means of the covenant relationship 
between God and His people.  As 
today, God’s goal with His people 
was to bring them to a maturity 
that would lead them to live lives 
of obedience.  Working with God 
in teaching His people were the 
prophets, judges and Jewish rabbis 
as masters, each praising and 
correcting the people in a way that 
would develop obedience.  When 
there was success in the “discipline” 
God’s people were obedient in living 
lives that were pleasing to God.  Lives 
that please God know what His will is 
and faithfully respond.

Are you living a life that pleases 
God by obediently following His 
will?

“And it shall be our righteousness, 
if we observe to do all these 
commandments before the LORD 
our God, as He hath commanded 
us.”   (Deuteronomy 20:25)

Scriptural Discipline
Jesus Christ the Master

Just as Yahweh was the Master 
teacher in the Old Testament, Jesus 
Christ established a Master-learner 
relationship with twelve men He had 
called to live and work with Him.  
He faithfully praised, criticized, 
affirmed, and rebuked them, all in 
order to teach or discipline them in 
the way of the Lord.  The learners 
were His disciples, and they were a 
necessity in carrying out His mission 
here on earth after His death and 
resurrection.  What they learned 
from their Master over two thousand 
years ago is available for us to learn 
on a daily basis through God’s Word.  
With Yahweh and Jesus Christ 
being God, we are learners through 
allowing Scripture to praise, criticize, 
affirm, and rebuke us.

 Are you learning from the 
Master daily?

 “And they went into Capernaum; 
and straightway on the Sabbath day 
He entered into the synagogue, and 
taught.”   (Mark 1:22)

Scriptural Discipline
We are Disciples

Today, Jesus Christ is still the 
most important Master, and we as 
His disciples can certainly learn the 
right path by studying, learning, and 
applying His Word to our lives.  He 
has also placed in our lives under-
shepherds as masters, referring to 
pastors and ministers within local 
churches that teach, guide and 
equip those in their congregations.  
The church exercises the Great 
Commission by reaching people 
for the Lord and teaching them 
“to observe all things” Christ has 
commanded.[1]   This is more than 
learning pure knowledge; it is the 
“discipline” of learning and doing 
what Christ, the Master wants, and 
resulting in us as disciples maturing 
in the ways of the Lord.

As you tell others about the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ, do not forget 
to teach them His ways and how to 
follow Him!

“Therefore let us leave the 
elementary doctrine of Christ and 
go on to maturity.”   (Hebrews 6:1a 
- ESV)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today  

 

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless otherwise 
noted. (Bracket and capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.) Archives 
of At the Father’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.com. Spanish 
translation of archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.com. To add 
someone to our contact list contact me at 
bwoolleycpa@msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com.

 [1] Matthew 28:20
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Training ministers and lay leaders in El Paso

for over 40 years

Star�ng a new Cer��cate in Pastoral Studies program

Classes in English and Spanish

Afforda�le tui�on  �  �uali�ed instructors

Everyone is welcome!

1201-A Hawkins Blvd.  •  Call 778-4815 or 694-9490



Reaching up to God, Reaching out to You!

vibrant worship
caring friendships
balanced teaching
relevant discipleship
fulfilling service-opportunities

visit: harvestchristiancenter.org or find us on facebook!

Live Music
Coffee Bar

Nursery
Children’s & Youth Ministries

Small Groups & Classes
Family, Marriage & 
Singles MinistriesSingles Ministries

Translated Services
1345 New Harvest Place
El Paso, TX 79912
915.585.9934

3850 Stern Drive, Las Cruces, NM 88001  
www.mvcsonline.com

Located off I-10 in
eastern Las Cruces, a

short drive from
west El Paso!

 

A night for parents to learn about our curriculum,
educational philosophy, the wide variety of extra-curricular

programs and tour the campus!

  

MVCS is a dual-accredited college preparatory, K-12 school 
offering a full athletic program, FFA, band and ne arts.  ACT 
scores rank 20% above state averages.  Financial aid is available 
for qualied families.

 

Visitor’s Night
 April 7th - 6:00 PM 

• Do you own a business?
• Would you like to reach thousands of consumers on an ongoing basis?
• Do you have a heart for the lost, and desire to reach them for the Kingdom of God?

e Messenger is seeking business owners who understand the value of advertising 
to increase their business as well as the importance of reaching lost souls for Christ to 
increase His kingdom.

• Are you a church or ministry leader?
• Are you in charge of promoting concerts, speakers, and special events?
• Are you a business owner or individual that would/could sponsor ads for your 

church?

e Messenger NEEDS your support to keep this ministry going. Keep in mind that 
not only will ads in e Messenger inform our readers about your business, 
products, services or events - BUT - will also support an important ministry. Or 
consider sponsoring your church or a worthy local non-pro�t that can’t afford to 
advertise, but needs to raise funds.

MOPS is a grassroots movement
that believes moms are world influencers

will soon be meeting at 

Open Gate Church of the Nazarene 
9821 McCombs  •  El Paso TX 79924 

Call 915.751.2403 
or Visit www.epopengate.org for more information. 


