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 "Educating for Eternity" 

Celebrating 45 years (1969 - 2014)

By Joe Thorn

If you haven’t figured it 
out yet let me encourage you 
to see something that will 
greatly help you. Not all of 
your ideas are good. Some of 
them are bad. And God will 
often let you flail and fail out 
there for very good purposes. 
And when you fail do not lose 
the opportunity to find grace 
in the midst of it.

I believe this is especially 
important for pastors to un-
derstand. It’s one of the most 
important lessons I have 
learned in 16 years of pasto-
ral ministry: failure is to be 
expected and learned from. 
I have misspoke, misstepped, 
and missed the mark in more 
ways than I can explain here. 
And failing hurts. Most of us 
of are afraid of it. Leaders in 
particular are afraid of fail-
ure since it’s always a bit more 
of a public spectacle.

I’m not talking about mor-
al failure that disqualifies 
someone from the ministry, 
but ministerial failure. It may 
sometimes involve sin, but 
more often it’s poor judgment 
or simply the bad execution 
of an idea. And while we must 
always take ownership for our 
failures, we don’t have to be 
defeated by them. In fact, I 
have found that there is much 
grace to be found in failure if 
I will seek the Lord through 
it.

Our failures remind us 
that we are not the Savior

When we fail it is a pain-
ful and helpful reminder that 
we are not God. This should 

be an obvious truth to us all, 
but in leading we sometimes 
begin to think that we can do 
it all. It is tempting to believe 
that only we can do “it,” what-
ever it is. But our failure can 
be a means by which we are 
reminded that we not only 
need God to go before us and 
give us success, but also that 
we need saving even from 
our best efforts in minis-
try. We are weak and frail, 
yet called to serve and 
lead others. Failure 
helps us to see this 
tension and re-
turn to and rely 
on the grace 
of God for all 
we need in life 
and ministry.

Our fail-
ures teach us 
humility

Humil ity 
is not a nat-
ural char-
acter trait 
in us. 
W e 

are born proud sinners who 
boast in ourselves and our 
plans. Humility, on the other 
hand, is something that God 
must develop in us. It is 

grown by the grace of God, 
and often cultivated through 
failure. For even when we fail 
God is at work. We might not 
have accomplished what we 
wanted to, or even what God 
has called us to, but he uses 
such circumstances to make 
us more dependent on him, 
less dependent on ourselves. 
He helps us to see our small-
ness in contrast to his great-
ness and in this the grace of 

God shines brightly. He 
loves us anyway. He 

will use us in spite 
of ourselves. Here 
humility grows.

Our failures 
encourage us to 
be learners

This is very 
important for 
leaders--to re-
main teach-

able. When 
l o o k i n g 

f o r 
l e a d -

e r s 

and future church planters 
in our church humility and 
teachability are indispens-
able. Success can breed pride. 
It’s doesn’t have to, but it of-
ten does. Failure, though, 
reminds us we have much to 
learn. It orients us to seek 
wisdom and help from God 
and those he has placed 
around us. 

Our failures are used by 
God to show a better way

Whenever I am asked 
about what I have learned in 
church planting and pastoral 
ministry I always explain that 
at least 50% of what I know 
I learned through making 
mistakes. I have often done 
things wrong before I’ve done 
things right. But this is the 
grace of failure. We can see 
very clearly, painfully clearly, 
that there are things to avoid, 
fight against, prepare for, and 
die over. And there are other 
things worth letting go. Fail-
ure always shows us there is a 
better way.

We will fail. A lot. But God 
will use all of it for his glory 
and our good if we are will-
ing to find his grace in our 
failure.

 
Joe Thorn is Lead Pastor 

of Redeemer Fellowship in St. 
Charles, IL and blogs at jo-
ethorn.net. His book, Note 
to Self: The Discipline of 
Preaching to Yourself, was 
released through Crossway/
ReLit. You can follow him on 
Twitter @joethorn.

Originally published on 
Crosswalk.com. Used by permis-
sion of Crosswalk.com.

4 Ways to Find God’s Grace in Our Failures

11 am - 12 noon
Monday thru Friday

$2 off any full menu item 
w/ purchase of a drink!

Early Bird Summer SpecialEarly Bird Summer Special

(Must place order by 12 noon. Valid Dine In or To Go. Menu upgrades and additions will be additional 
charge. Not valid with any other o�er, promotions, discounts or specials. Limited time.)

Mon. - Fri. 11 am - 3 pm, Sat. Special Events only

Two Free
Tacos*

No purchase Necessary

J660
*Regular Tacos. Coupon valid through August 31, 2014 at El Paso and Las  
Cruces Jack in the Box Restaurants. Please present coupon when 
ordering. One coupon per guest, per visit. One offer per coupon. No 

Jack in the Box is a registered trademark of Jack in the Box Inc. GREAT AMERICAN STEAKBURGER

C H E C K O U T O U R D A I LY S P E C I A LS !
Monday - $2 off Green Chili Cheese Steakburger

Tuesday - $2 off Ribeye Steak Sandwich
Wednesday - $2 off any 2 or 3pc Chicken Platter

Thursday - $2 off Kobe Steakburger
Friday - $3 off 12 ounce Regular Ribeye
Saturday - $2 off Grilled Salmon Platter
Sunday - $2 off Tenderloin Medallions

Only at:
701 S. Mesa Hills

one block east of Sunland Park Mall on Mesa Hills

(915) 585-7873



By Sylvia Gunter

As a kid, did you ever make a 
trade, “no trades back”? I’d al-
ways draw back, thinking, “Now 
wait a minute. What does he 
know that I don’t? I may decide 
that what I had was better and 
want it back!” In every need, 
Jesus invites us to exchange our 
insufficiency for His all-suffi-

ciency, no trades back. He longs 
for us to substitute our “I don’t 
have” for “I have all I need in 
Jesus.” We take great hope that 
more than what God does, it is 
who He is that really makes the 
difference. 

 Who He is to us is so much 
more than what He does for 
us. His person is inseparable 
from all His power and pres-

ence. Your momma may have 
told you “Be a brave boy” or “Be 
a brave girl,” but Jesus tells us 
not to worry about feeling brave 
or putting on a happy face: just 
let Him be for us who He is for 
every need.  

 His strength shines best in 
our weakness. Jesus says to us, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My power is made perfect 
in weakness.” Like Paul, we can 
say, “I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ’s power may rest 
on me. That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in perse-
cutions, in difficulties. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong” (2 
Cor. 12:9-10).  

 Aren’t you glad? It’s called 
grace-God’s enabling pres-
ence. “And God is able to make 
all grace abound to you, so that 
in all things at all times, hav-
ing all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work” (2 
Cor. 9:8). 

 
Pray this way:
 Come, Holy Spirit, and 

give___________ a new revela-

tion of Your covenantal keep-
ing, love, and power, and min-
ister to _________, spirit, soul, 
and body at this moment.

 Where they are weary, give 
them Your strength in the res-
urrection power of Jesus.

 Where they are hurt, rub in 
Your healing oil of comfort and 
peace.

Where there is self-doubt, 
minister the truth of Christ in 
them, their hope of glory.   

 Where they are striving, give 
them rest in Your grace, Your 
trustworthiness, and Your tim-
ing. 

 Where they are spiritually 
dull, give them fresh Bread of 
Life to eat and Living Water 
to drink and draw them into 
greater intimacy with You.

 Where they are afraid, ban-
ish fear with the sound of Your 
voice, assuring them of Your 
nearness in love and faithful-
ness.

 Where they are despairing, 
give them hope that You do 
all things well. Let them know 
whom they have believed and be 
persuaded that You are able to 
keep what they have committed 

to You.
 Where they are deceived by 

sin, convict and grant repen-
tance. As they repent, forgive 
and cleanse them, and break 
strongholds of evil from their 
lives.

 Where they are under fire, 
give them understanding of the 
larger spiritual battle, and reveal 
to them the power they have in 
You to defeat the schemes of the 
evil one.

 Where they feel alone and 
abandoned, surround them 
with covenantal relationships 
to encourage them, and make 
them aware of always being in 
Your presence wherever they 
are.

 For their every need, be 
their Jehovah-Jireh provision.

Based on “Holy Exchange 
Prayer” pg 169 of Prayer Es-
sentials For Living In His Pres-
ence Vol 2© Sylvia Gunter 2000. 
Available from www.thefathers-
business.com.

Used by permission of Sylvia 
Gunter and www.thefathersbusi-
ness.com.
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Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

July 20 – July 24
5:45 pm – 8:00 pm

St. Paul Methodist Church
225 W. Griggs Avenue
La Cruces, NM
Phone: (575) 526-6689

Weird Animals, Vacation Bible 
School. Open for ages Pre-
school through 5th grade.

July 21 – July 25
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

El Paso Bible Church
5730 Saplinas
El Paso, TX 79932
Phone: (915) 585-3360

VBS…Jesus-Bridge to Life – 
A fantastic journey your chil-
dren will never forget. They 
will have a great time singing 
songs, crafting and playing 
games. Most important, they’ll 
discover Jesus provides what 
they truly need in every chal-
lenge of life. For ages 5 years to 
6th grade.

July 28 - August 1
9:00 am – 12:00 Noon

Grace Presbyterian Church
8001 Magnetic
El Paso, TX
Phone: (915) 755-8206

Vacation Bible School for all 
ages, and all denominations 
are welcome.  Crafts, music, 
and bible lessons.  Healthy 
snack included.  Call to pre-
register.  Walk-in registration 
also welcome.

July 28 – August 1
9:00 am – 12:00 Noon

St. Clement’s Church
801 N. Campbell Street
El Paso, TX
Phone: (915) 521-8056

Treasures in the Desert – Get-
ting to know the heart of love 
that God has for everyone 
through the life of Moses. Ages 
4 years through 8th grade. 
Cost is $5.00. Register by call-
ing Rachel at (915) 521-8056

Sherman Barnett recently 
achieved 50 years of perfect 
attendance in Rotary. Bar-
nett is a member of the Rota-
ry Club of Northeast El Paso 
which meets Fridays at noon 
at the Northeast Golden Cor-
ral.

While it is not always pos-
sible to attend every weekly 
meeting, it is still possible 
for a Rotarian to achieve and 
maintain perfect attendance. 
The member can visit an-
other club’s meeting either 
in the same town or while 
traveling; can visit the online 
make up site, read and an-
swer a few questions; or by at-
tending a Rotary function or 
taking part in a service out-
reach/project.

Barnett travels frequently 
and through the years has 
enjoyed visiting clubs in oth-
er areas. Barnett is owner of 
Barnett Harley Davidson in 
El Paso and values his years 
in Rotary with high regard.

Rotarian Achieves 50 Years Perfect Attendance

Holy Exchange Prayer

2014 VBS Schedule

(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.

Lois Pettit Trippett
growing good health

Herbalist

1515 G. Lee Trevino
El Paso, TX 79936
Tel: (915) 593-3575
Fax: (915) 593-5828

email: theherbgarden@elp.rr.com

www.theherbgarden.net

L to R: Sherman Barnett with Club 
President, Doug Eley

A Christian, Community, Family Newspaper

Christian NewspaperSupport your local advertise in

call today!(915) 329-0824



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
In a devotional book 

I recently read it stated 
that since God has known 
everything from the beginning 
of time, our prayers aren’t 
really necessary, because he 
knows what will happen, and 
the outcome to everything 
already. If this is true is there 
then any reason to pray?  
And is praying really for our 
benefit rather than God’s 
then? This book states the only 
reason to pray is to praise and 
worship the Lord, there is no 
reason to petition him for our 
well being, etc. True or False? 
Please explain.

Answers:
That is false. Prayer is an 

invitation to enter communi-
cation with our Lord. Jesus 
taught us to pray in petitions 
and so did all the apostles. 
Praise is one aspect of prayer 
but it is not the only aspect. 
Petitions and supplications are 
vital parts of a Believers walk 
in faith. 

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene 

(El Paso, TX)

I would very much like to 
know the title and the author 
of the book that you read!  God 
does in fact know everything 
in advance, and He has in fact 
ordered the great events of His 
plan.  It is a fact that there is 
nothing any human being can 
do or pray which will change 
the main sweep of that divine 
plan (such as the creation of 
the world, the creation of man 
in His image, the plan for sav-
ing the world, and His plan 
for creating a new heaven and 
a new earth).  But remarkably 
this same powerful God does 
in fact seek our prayers!  He 
has shown in scripture that 
He wants His human creation 
to converse with Him in order 
to devise and arrange many 
of the small details of life and 
history.  What a great privi-
lege the Father has given His 

people!  So His Word offers 
us stories like Joshua ordering 
the sun to stand still in order 
to complete the defeat of Is-
rael’s enemies (Joshua 10) and 
so forth.  So, yes, by prayer 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
we are used of God to influ-
ence history itself, and we must 
use this gift relentlessly!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

While it is true God is om-
niscient (all-knowing), it is 
also true that the Bible com-
mands us to pray.  The apostle 
Paul in Philippians 4:6 writes, 
“Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made 
known to God” (NASB).  Note 
he specifically states, “… let 
your requests be made known 
to God.”  Why make requests 
if God has already decided 
everything and is not moved 
by our prayers?  Through-
out the entire Bible prayers 
are recorded for us.  I be-
lieve we are to study them to 
learn not only the great truths 
they teach, but to learn how 
to better pray ourselves.  In 
the model prayer Jesus gave 
(Matthew 6:9-13) He taught we 
are to ask God for our daily 
needs (“daily bread”), protec-
tion (“keep us from evil”) and 
even for forgiveness and the 
ability to forgive others (“for-
give us our debts as we have 
forgiven our debtors”).  While 
many prayers include tower-
ing praise to God, many also 
include very practical petitions 
for both self and others.  Pray, 
and open your heart to God.  
Remember the promise we 
find in 1 John 5:14-15:  “This is 
the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask any-
thing according to His will, He 
hears us.  And if we know that 
He hears us in whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked 
from Him” (NASB).  We must 
seek to know and understand 
God’s will, but we can pray 
with confidence that if we are 
in keeping with that will, God 
not only will hear us, but He 
will respond and grant our re-
quests.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

I find it totally amazing that 
today’s Christians are still ques-
tioning the concept and power 
of Prayer.  Jesus Himself called 

His own house a house of 
Prayer.  How much harder can 
we make it?  We are not God, 
yes God knows everything and 
we don’t, that’s one reason why 
we pray, because God knows 
and we don’t.  I cannot stress 
enough the importance of 
prayer.  Communicating with 
God through our actions is not 
enough without prayer.  Look 
at this way:  My dad knew how 
I would respond to certain 
situations in life but did not 
interfere with my response un-
til I ask. Did my response dis-
appoint my dad, sometimes it 
did, and sometimes it didn’t. 
Even though my dad knew the 
outcome he did not engage un-
til I ask.  When we pray to God 
(our heavenly Father) the Bible 
says He hears and answers (re-
sponds).  In fact, God invites 
us to come before His throne 
with boldness making our re-
quest known.  If God knows 
everything, then the questions 
should be; why would I not 
pray to Him? And if not Him, 
then who?

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

Your question hinges on the 
issue of Freewill or Predestina-
tion. The author accepts total 
predestination, which I do not. 
God has predetermined that 
those who believe in Jesus as 
the Son of God and obey His 
commands will be saved. God 
has NOT predetermined who 
will believe and who will obey. 
Even the devil believes, James 
2:19, but he refuses to obey. 

The Great commission of 
Mt 28:18-19 and Mk 16:15-16 
commands disciples of Jesus to 
be engaged in spreading the 
Gospel. Why would God com-
mand evangelism if God has 
already predetermined who is 
going to be saved? The very es-
sence of the Gospel is believe, 
repent and obey, all of which 
are responses that require 

freewill. 
There are multiple com-

mands and examples that 
Christians are to pray for 
strength, steadfastness, wis-
dom and other subjects be-
sides praise and worship. Eph 
6:18 “And pray in the Spirit 
on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and al-
ways keep on praying for all 
the saints.” NIV

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ in Eastwood 

(El Paso, TX)

Many people do not under-
stand how God works in our 
lives.  God does know what 
tomorrow will bring, but He 
allows us to make decisions 
that affect our lives.  Since we 
do have a bearing on the lives 
of those around us, we should 
always seek leadership from 
God to be able to lead people 
to have a better understanding 
of who God is.  Men seek God 
when they are moved by His 
Spirit. God sends His Spirit to 
speak to men, as we pray and 
ask Him to do this. God loves 
humanity, but He has called 
men to share the gospel and to 
be His hands and His feet.

We know this because of the 
Great Commission in Matthew 
28:18-20.  So we pray to move 
God to speak to the hearts 
of men.  But we also pray be-
cause Jesus told us to pray.  All 
through the Bible, God’s Word 
tells us to pray.  This is reason 
enough that we should pray.  

Yes, God knows what men 
will do, but much of what men 
do is influenced by the prayers 
of  people who love God.  If 
prayer could not impact hu-
manity, then God would have 
not told us to pray and would 
not have given us His model 
prayer in Matthew chapter six.

God bless you,
Pastor Brooke Davis

Greenup First Baptist Church 
(Greenup, IL)
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Old Age 

The Result of Trials

 Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

 Elderly people often have 
more than their share of tri-
als which more than often ad-
versely affect their loved ones.  
Recently a close family member 
was admitted to the hospital 
and from there a nursing home 
for further therapy.  Members 
of the family have reacted dif-
ferently, some with sadness, 
others with anger, and still oth-
ers with fear.  Trials are never 
easy for either the patient or 
the family.  These trials test 
our strength and our faith, but 
also produce endurance and 
an opportunity to totally place 
our trust in the Lord.  When 
we place our trust in the Lord, 
we realize that His purpose is 
to make us stronger and better, 
and though the trials are pain-
ful we can rest in the promise 
of His presence with us always.

Are you facing trials today?  
If so, place your trust in the 
Lord, allowing His presence to 
comfort and strengthen you!

 “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encoun-
ter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.  And let 
endurance have its perfect re-
sult, so that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in noth-
ing.”   (James 1:2-4 - NASB)

Old Age
Down in the Dumps

 As their health wanes, el-
derly people will often go 
through feelings of discour-
agement, situational depres-
sion, or just being down in the 
dumps.  This can be manifest 
in various ways, among which 
is lethargy, moodiness, sad-
ness, lack of desire, loss of ap-
petite, etc.  There is no one an-
swer or steadfast rule to resolve 
these feelings, but there are 
some things family and friends 
can do.  We should continually 
encourage them, showing love 
without attempting to solve 
their problems, leaving that to 
the professionals.  It is also al-
ways proper to pray with them, 
reminding them of God’s love 
and presence, never doing so 
in a manner indicating their 
faith is lacking or that they are 
sinning to feel the way they do.  
Of course, the simplest but pos-
sibly most important is being 
there with and for them, re-
minding them that we care and 
that they are important to us.

If you have an elderly friend 
or family member who is down 
in the dumps over their health, 
stay by their side, praying with 
and encouraging them!

“My flesh and my heart faileth:  
but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever.”   (Psalm 
73:26)

 May God Richly Bless You 
Today  

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted. (Bracket 
and capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.) Archives of At 
the Father’s Feet can be found 
at atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com. Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com. To add 
someone to our contact list con-
tact me at bwoolleycpa@msn.
com or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com.

Give, But 
Give Wisely
It is good to give to charity, but we 
should do our homework before giving 
our money away. Giving to a poorly-
run charity is tantamount to lining the 
pockets of unscrupulous hucksters. 
Even well-meaning charities sometimes 
run afoul of the basic guidelines for 
a well-run charity. Charity Watch 
(charitywatch.org) rates national 
charities, and in their view, a well-run 
charity should have at least 60% of their 
operating expenses going to charitable 
programs, and preferably at least 75%. 
Charity Navigator, another organization 
which rates charities, recommends 
that you be proactive in your giving 
(i.e., avoid knee-jerk reactions), avoid 
charities which are not transparent, and 
be careful of charities whose names 
may sound like reputable charities but 
are not. Charity Navigator even has a 
Top Ten list of best practices for savvy 
donors. By all means, give to charities, 
but do it in such a way that your money 
has the most bang for your buck.

– Christopher Simon

“But since you excel in 
everything, in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in 

 ni dna ssentsenrae etelpmoc
the love  
we have kindled in you,  
see that you also excel in 
this grace of giving.”

2 Corinthians 8:7

Sponsored By Southwest Character Council

View Upcoming Events Listings 
Online at 

www.hismessenger.wordpress.com 
and click on 

Upcoming Events
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Daniel Lucas

915-779-2489
6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 | El Paso

(Between Airway & Sioux)

Just ask us.

Master’s Degree

• Business Administration
• Christian Studies**
• Criminal Justice
• General Studies

Bachelor’s Degrees
offered in:

• Master of Business
   Administration

**The Christian 
Studies degree is 
now offered on post 
at Fort Bliss and at 
the El Paso Center.

Contact Erick Jimenez, 
admissions counselor,

for more information at 
ejimenez@hputx.edu


