
Volume 7, Issue 20 August 28, 2014 - September 10, 2014

By Debbie McDaniel

To be honest, I don’t like the 
word grief. It seems so…painful. 
And it seems to attach itself like 
glue, on too many lives, all too 
often. “Grieving” implies suffer-
ing, through a deep loss, feelings 
of extreme sadness over time. It’s 
not just having a few bad days. 
And it comes in many forms. For 
some, it comes hand in hand with 
the loss of a loved one. Others find 
themselves on this journey after a 
miscarriage, divorce, deep betray-
al in a relationship, the reality of a 
hard diagnosis, or through places 
such as serious illness, infertility, 
or tragic events. In whatever way 
grief originates, it holds one thing 
in common. There is deep, painful 
loss. And who you once were, will 
no longer be the same. There is an 
eventual letting go that happens 
- of a person, of a relationship, of 
a dream, of what was once “nor-
mal” for you in life. It indeed is life 
changing.

I became acquainted with the 

clutches of grief through the first 
few years of a walk through infer-
tility. We walked that path longer 
than we wanted, it often seemed 
more like a crawl, and became 
slower than we ever dreamed we’d 
have to endure. 7 years. Of many 
tears. And lonely suffering of the 
heart. I desperately wanted off 
that path rooted with potholes 
and weeds. I stumbled often, and 
sometimes lost steam, but pressed 
on, slowly. And finally stepped out 
- on the other side. Changed.

But I will never forget. I remem-
ber still. How slow it all seemed.

When opportunity arises and I 
find myself sitting beside another 
friend who is grieving, it some-
how becomes all vivid again. Real. 
Raw. Familiar crushing hurt, tied 
tightly to a hope that won’t let go. 
His hope holds on. It never lets 
go. I sit quietly, still, prayerful. I 
understand. Though the hurt may 
look different, I know what it is. 
Maybe you know of that same fa-
miliar pain. Hands held tight when 
deep loss overwhelms, intense blow 

to the spirit who trusted, now left 
empty of dreams.

Sometimes the process is slow. 
Brutally slow. It takes time. And 
more time. More time often, than 
others are even comfortable with. 
And you find there’s a constant, 
deep searing pain that doesn’t go 
away with nice words uttered by 
friends and a new day dawning. 
You feel lost and alone, fully aware 
that it’s hard for those on the out-
skirts of the journey to fully “get it,” 
or understand what you’re process-
ing.

Here’s truth in it all. You’re not 
alone. Ever. He whispers this to 
you today, as He holds your hand 
and dries your tears, never weary 
in sitting with you, close, “My Pres-
ence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.” Exodus 33:14

However “slow” it feels, we will 
go on, and He is with us. Giver of 
rest.  Covering us with the peace of 
His presence.

There’s no real timetable for 
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grieving because it looks different 
for so many people. Don’t ever let 
someone make you feel like you 
have to hurry through it all and just 
be OK again. You may never be the 
same again. Because true grieving 
changes us from the inside out. It 
makes all of life look different from 
that point forward. The old has 
become new. And some who were 
used to the “old” us, may not par-
ticularly like the “new” us, so des-
perate to heal, but still not able to 
see straight.

He doesn’t hurry you through. 
He is not weary of listening to you or 
drying tears. Because He, the Heal-
er, knows how tender the wounds 
are, and the time it takes for the steps 
towards true healing to occur. It will 
come. And though we may be forev-

er changed, different, looking at the 
world through a new set of lenses, we 
will carry on, destined to live out the 
purposes He has ahead for us.

You see, there’s still life to be 
lived. A new life. And He promises to 
make things new.

If you find yourself rubbing 
shoulders with another soul who 
is silently trying to heal right now, 
choose love, choose patience. Let 
go of the need to try to “make it all 
OK.” Let go of the judgments or the 
critical eye as you watch another 
grieve, because the process may not 
look exactly like yours. Be OK with 
silence. Be OK with not having the 
right words, because often your pres-
ence is much more powerful anyway. 
Maybe just sitting quietly, not in a 
hurry, and saying, “I’m so very sorry 
for your loss, I am here,” is all we 
need to utter. Because I think that’s 

really what Jesus would do.
You are loved my friend. Deeply. 

If you find yourself on this journey, 
press on, taking one slow step at a 
time. There is hope. Still. There is 
life on the other side of grief.

“The Lord is close to the bro-
kenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18

Debbie McDaniel is a pastor’s wife, 
mom to three amazing kids and a few 
too many pets, dramatist and writer. She 
has a heart to communicate God’s hope 
though the everyday moments of life - the 
good, the bad, the ugly, and the ones that 
take your breath away.  A lover of every 
sunrise, forever needy of His grace, this 
Texas girl finds joy in the simple gift of 
each new day. Debbie invites you to join 
her at www.freshdayahead.com, and 
Facebook and Twitter
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August Character Legacy Luncheon
Story and photos by Kelly McCullough

The August Character Legacy 
Luncheon was held Wednesday, 
the 13th at Great American Steak-
burger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso. 

Laurraine Huffman, South-
west Character Council President 
opened explaining the purpose 
and mission of Southwest Charac-
ter Council and the Legacy Lun-
cheon. As is usual, Laurraine also 
recognized other SWCC members 
present: Theresa Green, Ralph 
Sanchez, Jerry Odom and Margret 
Perez. 

Ralph Sanchez led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and gave the Prayer 
over the meal. The August Char-
acter lesson was on Preparedness, 
and was led by Laurraine Huff-
man. 

Preparedness is “To make ready, 
providing and putting things in 

suitable order.”  Courage is the op-
posite of Presumption. 

A few things Laurraine dis-
cussed, that we should all consider 
concerning Preparedness:

The Bible has a lot to say about 
preparedness, and our preparing 
for things to come and to be ready. 
Laurraine discussed the part in 
Scripture that talks about the oil for 
lamps and about the bride being 
prepared for the groom. For any 
who don’t know – we, the church 
are the bride and the Lord is the 
groom.

As we prepare, we also need to 
help others prepare. We have to 
be prepared for life – period! Pre-
paredness is a very important lead-
ership topic. Our economy is very 
shaky, prices of groceries and other 
goods are rising quickly. There is 
talk now of World War III. Con-

cerns of the Jihadists getting more 
power. Families are being split up 
as jobs are scarce so family mem-
bers move away in attempt to find a 
job. The Department of Homeland 
Security has been telling us for over 
a decade to get and be prepared 
due to increasing news of terrorist 
attacks, and large numbers of ille-
gals crossing our borders

In Genesis 6:21 God tells Noah 
what all to take onto the ark; He is 
explaining to Noah how to be pre-
pared so that he will be able to take 
care of his family and the animals 
for the long term they will be on 
the ark.

In Genesis 41:32 God warned 
Pharaoh in a dream about a fam-
ine. Joseph was able to interpret 
the dream about the seven years 
of prosperity, then seven years of 
famine. God used this dream as a 

means to help Pharaoh understand 
to prepare for the future.

The lesson: In times of prosper-
ity when you are able, prepare and 
plan for what could be lean years. 
Things are always changing, pros-
perity doesn’t always last. If we pre-
pare and plan – then when the lean 
years hit, it won’t hit so hard.

“To live a prepared lifestyle 
many of us have got to cut back 
and look at what is coming on the 
horizon. It is for our protection 
and our preservation.” Laurraine 
said, “Preparedness is absolutely 
necessary for a good outcome….
Preparedness is not just about your 
character but also your reputation.”

Martin Luther, when asked his 
plans said, “Work, work from early 
to late. In fact, if I have so much 
to do – I will spend the first three 
hours in prayer.”

Abe Lincoln said, “To be pre-
pared the most important thing is 
to go to God first.”

Meet God first. You can’t serve 
God well without first asking God 
for help.

Five tips to help you be pre-
pared:

• Do your homework. Know 
the time and look ahead. To be 
prepared you must stay informed 
and have the facts. Know the cost 
in terms of money, time or associa-
tion.

• Get organized. Clear clutter. 
Put away or throw away what you 
do not need to help focus.

• Prepare a checklist. Writing 
down what action steps or items 
you need will help you stay on track 
and avoid surprises. Do what you 
can today and don’t delay. Small 
action steps taken today will help 
move you toward your goal.

• Prepare contingency plans 
in the event that things don’t turn 
out the way you expected. Call or 
email in advance to make sure the 
people or services needed are avail-
able and ready. Presumption is an 
enemy of preparation.

• Prepare for the worst. Wheth-
er your preparation is mental, 
physical or spiritual, early prepara-
tion will enable you to get through 
what might be an unfortunate sce-
nario – a job loss, pay cut, higher 
expenses or equipment failure.

Proverbs 27:12 tells us, “A pru-
dent person sees danger ahead and 
takes precautions, but the simple 
keep going and suffer for it.”

“There is always a part of my 
mind that is preparing for the 
worst and another part of my mind 
that believes if I prepare enough 
for it the worst won’t happen.” Kay 
Redfield Jamison.

Be prepared for better or for 
worse. Nothing good or bad lasts 
forever.

Guest Speaker
Raquel Mena, Volunteer Servic-

es Specialist with the El Paso Area 
Chapter of American Red Cross 
was the Guest Speaker. Raquel 
spoke to us about the Red Cross’ 
Ready Rating program. This is 
a free program for businesses, 
schools and organizations to help 
prepare them for emergencies. 
This is a web-based, membership 
program that can be accessed at 
www.readyrating.org. 

Raquel explained that 94% of 
the people believe an emergency 
will occur within two years. Up to 
40% of businesses don’t survive an 
emergency, and 80% go out of busi-
ness if not able to be back up and 
running within a month. In the 

event of losing a key executive 4 out 
of 5 businesses fail.

There is a lot of good, helpful 
information that can be printed 
out, and many resources available 
on the website. The Red Cross is 
located at 3620 Admiral Street, El 
Paso and can be reached by phone 
at (915) 592-0208.

Pastor Ralph Sanchez closed the 
meeting with a prayer over each in-
dividual, family and business rep-
resented at the meeting.

The next Character Legacy 
Luncheon will be held Wednesday, 
September 10th.

Laurraine Huffman, SWCC President

Raquel Mena, American Red Cross



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you 
are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel 
– OR - if you have a question you 
would like answered by Christian 
Leaders, please email your contact 
information to media4him@yahoo.
com. 

Question:
What would be the Lord’s 

will in this situation: A young 
married couple, with two 
children - learn that they are 
actually brother and sister. 
They had no idea -as the oldest 
was put up for adoption at birth 
and was raised in another town. 
Since this is incest - should they 
divorce? If they stay together is 
this sin? Or if they divorce - 
would that then be considered a 
sin because God hates divorce? 

Answers:
This question sounds like 

this more familiar absurd 
question:  “Can God -- who can 
do anything -- make a rock too 
big for Himself to lift?”  It is a 
seemingly impossible situation 
for the modern world, since 
births are carefully documented 
either at the time of birth or 
whenever the mother/dad applies 
for credentials for the child 
or obtains medical assistance 
(immunization records, etc.).  
This is so even in the case of young 
mothers who offer their children 
for another family to adopt.  (No 
agency allows the identity of 
siblings to become separate and 

isolated from one another; nor 
are their origins kept hidden 
from the adoptive parents.)  
However, marriage is marriage!!  
Should your scenario occur, of 
course this couple should not 
divorce!  They are married before 
God (even if the ceremony was a 
secular one); and likely they chose 
each other because of a mutual 
attraction and strong feelings 
of commitment and support.  
Though their sexual unions may 
have resulted in offspring that 
are genetically defective or prone 
to disease, the same God who 
helped them discover each other, 
can and will find a way for them 
to raise their children to sound 
spiritual health, if not physical.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

This is a difficult situation 
because the Word of God would 
say that both options, staying 
together or divorcing creates 
problems.  So in this case, since 
this is not addressed directly in 
His Word, we should take the 
path that creates less distress.  
God discouraged close relatives 
marrying because of birth 
problems with the children.  
We do see in Genesis 20:12 that 
Abraham had married his half-
sister Sarah and God blessed 
them.

I cannot speak for God here, 
but I give an opinion that since 
the marriage was innocent and 
there are children, I believe the 
couple should stay together.  
Divorce would wreck the home 
and devastate the children.  If 
the couple had known ahead 
of time that they were siblings, 

then they should not have been 
married.  God is a God of grace 
and understands when people 
without knowledge get into 
situations that He would not 
approve of.  We should pray for 
this household and hope that this 
does not create havoc in their 
home.

Pastor Brooke Davis
Greenup First Baptist Church 

(Greenup, IL)

God, who knows the true 
intentions of our hearts, judges 
us accordingly. There was no 
deliberate rebellious intention to 
enter into a relationship contrary 
to God’s revealed will in the 
Bible.  While we will continue to 
struggle with sin and its messy 
consequences in our relationships 
until Jesus comes again, God is 
concerned with our desire to be 
obedient to His Word revealed in 
the Bible.   This is a willingness 
to live, not perfectly and not 
sinless(only Jesus did that for 
us) in submission to God’s 
authoritative Word.  This desire 
to want to honor God and one 
another within marriage and 
the family only comes with the 
recreating life of the Holy Spirit 
granted through the Cross of 
Jesus Who paid the price for our 
sin and all its messy and hurtful 
consequences. While details 
regarding this situation would 
need to be prayerfully worked 
through in love and submission 
to God’s Word, what is liberating 
is one’s heart’s desire to submit 
to God’s will and to seek out 
that which honors Him.  Such 
a heart-desire comes through 
the Cross of Christ which makes 
them accepted before God as 
righteous with a willingness 

to devote the blessings of their 
lives (their marriage and their 
children) to God the Father with 
thankfulness in the Holy Spirit.

Pastor Marc Wilson
Saint Patrick’s Church

Las Cruces, NM

Great question.  The answer is 
not simple.  For an appropriate 
answer, more questions need to 
be asked and addressed before 
a Godly answer can be given.  
For instance, how did they find 
out they were brother and sister?  
How old is this couple and their 
children?  I would say that getting 
a divorce would not change 
the fact they are siblings with 
children, or the fact that they 
were unaware of the fact they 
were siblings.  How is the couple 
feeling about their situation?  
What impact is this situation 
having on the couple?  As far 
as the incest goes, if the Bible 
is going to be the source (which 
it needs to be), then we are all 
guilty of incest.  Christians refer 
to Abraham as our Father even 
back to Adam and Eve.  During 
the beginning of creation, it was 
not uncommon for siblings to 
marry and have children.  Over 
time of course (tower of Babel) 
humanity separated and became 
unknown to each other.  The 
question would be, does that 
time in the Bible change the 
origin of where we came from?  
Answer No.  I would encourage 
this young couple to seek a good 
Bible believing and teaching 
church and stay focused on God’s 
desire and not the law of what if.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send 
them several weeks in advance of the event 
as The Messenger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American Steakburger, 
701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 
pm. For Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to glorify the Lord. 
If you wish to attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call Cris Green 
(915) 252-3655.  

Last Wednesday of each Month 

The Compassionate Friends – 1000 
Montana, in basement of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 pm. This 
is a Non-denominational self-help support 
group for parents, grandparents & siblings 
who have lost children. Facilitator is Susan 

Crews. Bilingual. For more info call (915) 
542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of meeting 
date.

Sat. & Sun., September 6th & 7th

Marriage Communication Workshop – 
Eastwood Church of Christ, 10104 Album 
Avenue, El Paso, Sat. 8:00 am – 5:00 pm; 
Sun. 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. This is a multimedia 
workshop based on the book, “Fighting for 
Your Marriage,” Cost is $25 to cover cost of 
two workbooks and lunch. Must register by 
August 27. Call (915) 593-2772 or email: 
cocestwood@gmail.com.

Wednesday, September 10th

Character Legacy Luncheon – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills 
Drive, El Paso, 11:45 am to 1:00 pm. Cost 
is $15 per person for lunch, networking and 
training. RSVP to (915) 269-7719 to reserve 
your spot, and make sure enough meals are 
prepared. Cash or check only please. 

Saturday, September 13th

Living Proof Live Simulcast – Coronado 
Baptist Church, 501 Thunderbird Drive, El 
Paso, 7:30 am – 2:15 pm.  This live streaming 
event features Beth Moore and Travis Cantrell. 
Tickets are available through September 4th, 
for $25.00 at the CBC office Monday – Friday 
8:30 am -12:15 pm and 1:00 pm -5:00 pm. 
Also included in the ticket price are materials 
for the day, continental breakfast, a full 
brunch, and snacks.

Friday, September 19

Northeast Rotary Golf Classic – Painted 
Dunes Golf Course, 12000 McCombs, 

El Paso, 12:00 pm Registration/Sign in, 
1:00 pm. Putting contest and shotgun 
start. Four person teams, $75.00 per 
person/ $300.00 per team. Limit of 
25 teams. Includes Prizes, goody bag, 
and dinner. Hole in One sponsored by 
Barnett Harley. This is a fundraiser of the 
Rotary Club of Northeast El Paso. Funds 
raised help to support and sponsor 
various organizations in the community. 
Visit the Facebook page at: Northeast 
Rotary Golf Classic for more info. Or to 
learn more about the Rotary Club visit 
its Facebook page at:  NE El Paso Rotary 
Club. Be sure to register your team by 
August 31st. Call (915) 329-0824 or 
email media4him@yahoo.com
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Obedience

Our Rule Book
 Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
Recently in a minor 

league baseball game, a 
player lazily jogged to first 
base on a fly ball, disobeying 
an unwritten baseball rule 
of always hustling on every 
play.  Displaying his dis-
pleasure, the manager un-
ceremoniously removed the 
young star from the game, 
embarrassing the player 
while teaching him a les-
son; however, it did not af-
fect his career as a few days 
later he was promoted and 
is now playing in the ma-
jor leagues.  God has given 
us “unwritten” moral rules 
that we discern from His 
Word that we as Christians 
are expected to obey.  While 
disobedience never pleases 
our Lord, if we have genu-
inely accepted Christ as Sav-
ior, our eternal destination 
is still assured.  Having this 
assurance should give us the 
desire to wait on God, exer-
cising complete obedience to 
His Word.

 As a Christian, is it your 
desire to follow the guide-
lines as found in God’s 
Word?

“Therefore turn thou to 
thy God:  keep mercy and 
judgment, and wait on thy 
God continually.”   (Hosea 
12:6) 

Obedience
Walk as Jesus Did

It has often been said that 
we as Christians should walk 
as Jesus did, and the exam-
ple He set certainly should 
inspire our life in Him.  We 
see in Scripture that Christ 
lived His life here on earth 
in obedience to His Father, 
even to the extent of dying 
on the cross for our sin.  It 
appears, then, that to walk 
as He did requires us to 
follow His example of obe-
dience to God and God’s 
Word, the Holy Scripture.  
Our life should be one of 
obedience to the teachings 
and commands of God’s 
Word, learning to know and 
obey Him in a way that will 
be an inspiring example of 
God’s love to others.

Can it be said of you by 
others that you truly walk as 
Jesus did?

“He that saith he abideth 
in Him ought himself also so 
to walk, even as He walked.”   
(I John 2:6)

May God Richly Bless 
You Today  

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com.

 Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted. 
(Bracket and capitalization 
of pronouns for God add-
ed.) Archives of At the Fa-
ther’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com. Spanish translation 
of archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. To add someone to our 
contact list contact me at the 
email addresses listed above.
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