
Story and Photo 
by Kelly McCullough

On Friday, September 5, 
St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church unveiled their new 
ministry for women, “La-
dies Unleashing Faith,” with 
a catered dinner, music, and 
message from Pastor Tina 
Cross. 

Tina’s message came 
from the reading of Esther 
4:9-17. She discussed how 
we need to unleash our 
faith in God as Esther did. 
She used metaphors along 
with photos on the screen, 

how different dogs behave 
when on a leash and when 
the leash is removed. Some 
run off instantly, relieved to 
be free! Others hang back, 
needing to be near their 
master. Like some of us – 
do we want freedom? Or do 
we long to be nearer to our 
Master? 

While reading through 
Esther, Tina discussed that 
we all have things in our 
life we can’t control. BUT, 
we do still have the ability 
to choose what we will be 
subjected to. We can choose 
what we’ll do in the midst of 
good or bad situations. The 
right thing to do is not al-
ways the popular thing to 
do. In Esther’s day it was not 
legal for Jew to marry Gen-
tile, yet she did – and it was 
what was best for her peo-
ple. But as was with Esther 
– sometimes we must make 
a Godly choice that is not 
popular, or what is allowed. 
Esther teaches us to seek 
out our faith community. 
We don’t have to go through 
burdens of life alone. Tina 
stated, “Most often God 
speaks to us through other 
people.” He speaks to us 
through His Word, possibly 
other books, songs – but of-

ten through other people. 
Esther teaches us to keep 

our cool. Hysteria accom-
plishes nothing. Anger ac-
complishes nothing. Timing 
is everything. Let God work. 
Sometimes we need to just 
let God do what He needs 
to do. Esther teaches us to 
just unleash our Faith!!  We 
need to apply what we learn 
from Esther. Change what 
we can, but accept what we 
can’t.

We need to remember 
all the similarities from Es-
ther’s time and ours – but 
there is a HUGE difference 
in our day from hers. Tina 
reminded, “We know God 
through Jesus. We don’t 
have to wonder what God 
is about because He gave 
us His Son. What amazing 
things God can do if we 
let Him.” Tina ended with 
asking every woman to be 
thinking and considering 
what God could be calling 
them to unleash in their 
lives at this time. 

The next Ladies Unleashing 
Faith meeting will be Friday, 
October 17 in the Sanctuary at 
St. Mark’s UMC, 5005 Love 
Road, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 8:00 
pm.

Story and photo 
by Kelly McCullough

The September Charac-
ter Legacy Luncheon was 
held Wednesday, the 10th 
at Great American Steak-
burger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso. 

Margaret Perez, mem-
ber of Southwest Character 
Council opened the meet-
ing. Council members pres-
ent were Margaret, Theresa 
Green, and Ralph Sanchez. 
Margaret reminded that 
this meeting would be dif-
ferent, as was announced 
at last meeting, that Carola 
Chavez would be present-
ing the UncommonSense 

Confidential Self- Assess-
ment Test to those in atten-
dance. 

Ralph Sanchez led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
gave the Prayer over the 
meal then Margaret in-
troduced Carola Chavez 
to discuss the test. Carola 
explained that Uncom-
monSense is actually a 
framework of ethical char-
acteristics, considered 
character ethics. These 
character ethics support 
effective leadership along 
with positive and f lourish-
ing relationships.

The 20 character ethics 
of the BBB’s Uncommon-
Sense are divided into four 

leadership descriptors: (1) 
Principled and genuine (2) 
Values others (3) Seeks re-
sults (4) Displays growth. 
The best way this tends 
to work is for the boss or 
leader of a company or 
organization to take the 
self-administered personal 
assessment – that was be-
ing given to each person in 
attendance that day – and 
studying the framework 
with others. 

Naturally, the focus is on 
character. We need to train 
students up understanding 
good character and helping 
them to develop into young 
people with good charac-
ter. Adults can always learn 

new ways to achieve better 
character in our lives as 
well. 

A company’s most valu-
able asset is NOT what can 
be bought and sold. It is the 
character of the owners, 
employees, etc. As a boss 
you must set an example. 
Three out of four employ-
ees questioned said that 
their boss was/is the most 
stressful part of their job. 
Trust is the most valuable 
quality to have as a boss. 

Attendees were given 
some time to go over and 
mark their answers to the 
20 questions in the Confi-
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Two Free
Tacos*

No purchase Necessary

J660
*Regular Tacos. Coupon valid through October 31, 2014 at El Paso and Las 
Cruces Jack in the Box Restaurants. Please present coupon when 
ordering. One coupon per guest, per visit. One offer per coupon. No 
duplicates accepted. Not valid in combina�on with any other offer.
Jack in the Box is a registered trademark of Jack in the Box Inc.

11 am - 12 noon
Monday thru Friday

$2 off any full menu item 
w/ purchase of a drink!

Early Bird SpecialEarly Bird Special

(Must place order by 12 noon. Valid Dine In or To Go. Menu upgrades and additions will be additional 
charge. Not valid with any other o�er, promotions, discounts or specials. Limited time.)

Mon. - Fri. 11 am - 3 pm, Sat. Special Events only
GREAT AMERICAN STEAKBURGER

C H E C K O U T O U R D A I LY S P E C I A LS !
Monday - $2 off Green Chili Cheese Steakburger

Tuesday - $2 off Ribeye Steak Sandwich
Wednesday - $2 off any 2 or 3pc Chicken Platter

Thursday - $2 off Kobe Steakburger
Friday - $3 off 12 ounce Regular Ribeye
Saturday - $2 off Grilled Salmon Platter
Sunday - $2 off Tenderloin Medallions

Only at:
701 S. Mesa Hills

one block east of Sunland Park Mall on Mesa Hills

(915) 585-7873

Ladies Unleashing Faith

September Character Legacy Luncheon

Shoe Drive for Needy Children

Story and Photo 
by Kelly McCullough

Throughout the month of Au-
gust the Rotary Club of North-
east El Paso participated in a 
Shoe Drive that was collecting 
shoes for needy children in the 
area Colonias. The Shoe Drive 
was part of the Buckner Interna-
tional Shoe Drive.

Normally shoes collected 
through the Buckner Shoe 
Drives are shipped to the corpo-
rate headquarters in Dallas, and 
then distributed to the needy in 
third world countries. However, 
our local Buckner representa-
tive, John Roman arranged for 
Shoe Drives to be held in El Paso 
and the shoes kept in El Paso. 

Roman is shown in the photo, 
along with his wife Ruth, El Paso 
Shoe Drive Coordinator. There 
are large numbers of needy chil-
dren and families living in the 
Colonias, and most often these 
wear hand me downs, shoes that 
are old and without a proper fit. 

Many churches and other 
organizations took part in the 
Shoe Drive some in July, but 
mostly August. The goal of the 
NE Rotary Club was for each 
of the 25 members to provide 
two pair of shoes, one pair each 
for a boy and girl. Although the 
goal was not met, the club was 
able to provide 29 pair of shoes, 
with the participation of 15 of the 
members. 

Pastor Tina Cross

Continued on page 2 Carola Chavez, with El Paso BBB
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growing good health

Feeling tired?
Try our

energy drinks.
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El Paso, TX 79936
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www.theherbgarden.net
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Many of us have become 
frustrated with what we see 
happening in government, 
whether it is on the local, 
state or federal level. Our 
first duty as Christians is to 
be informed on the issues 
and then to get out and vote 
for the candidates who most 
represent a Biblical world-
view. Some call this voting 
righteously. 

In the past, many be-
lievers haven’t involved 
themselves in the political 
process. Sadly, we are now 
paying a price as we see an 
eroding of our values in the 
public square. 

On October 25, those liv-
ing in the El Paso area will 
have a chance to take their 
convictions to another lev-
el with Level I training as 
The Center for Self  Gover-
nance comes to town. This 
non-profit group has been 
offering classes in 14 states 
to equip and train people 
to successfully become in-
volved in government.

The mission of The Cen-
ter for Self Governance is 
“to help citizens rediscover, 
own, and preserve their civ-
ic authority throughout all 
fifty states.”

Because Texas is so key, 
the priority of The Center 
for Self Governance is to 
train Texans with useful 
methods, through educa-
tion and practical exercise, 
so that the AVERAGE citi-
zen can become competent-
ly empowered to inf luence 
legislators and policy.

The Center for Self Gov-

ernance has been so suc-
cessful at their efforts in the 
state of Tennessee where 
they have headquarters that 
other states have reached 
out for their help.

On their first attempts at 
passing or stopping legisla-
tion, or electing or defeat-
ing candidates, CSG gradu-
ates have had 100% success 
rate at local levels, 85% suc-
cess rate at a state level, and 
20% rate at a federal level. 
(Washington is really bro-
ken).

Depending on the re-
sponse in the El Paso area, 
we will continue with the 5 
levels of training over the 
next few months. You don’t 
have to attend all levels to 
receive the knowledge to be-
gin the process of working 
with elected officials. Those 
living outside of El Paso in 
New Mexico are encour-
aged to join us.

In El Paso, we will begin 
with Level I, Foundations in 
Self-Governance with train-
ers from CSG. The cost is 
$50 for all day training to 
be held at BBB’s offices at 
550 E. Paisano. Please regis-
ter on line at www.tncsg.org 
or by calling 915-269-7719. 
Lunch will be provided for 
an extra $6, but you must 
RSVP for this. Class will be-
gin at 9 AM sharp.

Remember- “All that is 
necessary for the triumph 
of evil is that good men do 
nothing.” Edmund Burke

Laurraine Huffman, El 
Paso Host for The Center for 
Self  Governance 

Get Equipped To Exercise Your 
Civic Rights in Government

Back to 
School Drive dential Self-Assessment. If 

using this test correctly the 
taker would ref lect on each 
question and determine 
how best to score them-
selves. It is very important 
to be totally honest with 
yourself. Once completed, 
you would be able to tell 
where strengths and weak-
nesses lie and what you 
need to do to work towards 
improving in specific char-
acter categories.

Once everyone had com-
pleted their tests some of 
the areas were discussed, 
and people were given op-
portunity to ask questions 
on areas that were in ques-
tion or confusing to them. 
Carola then explained that 
there is no cost to this ini-
tial assessment for anyone 
that takes it. The next step, 
if people choose to go fur-
ther – would be an online 
company assessment, and 
there is a cost for this. The 

cost is $50 for companies 
with 11 to 100 employees, 
and the price increases 
once over 100 employees. If 
after completing the com-
pany assessment the com-
pany wanted to continue, 
they would then be re-
ferred to Western Tech for 
further assessment.

Since there is no cost for 
the initial assessment, it is 
recommended for every-
one to go online to www.
centerforcharacterethics.
org and take the test for 
themselves to see what they 
need to work on. If you are 
a business owner – it would 
be wise to assess yourself 
and your company to see if 
there are things you could 
change to help run a much 
“smoother ship” with in-
creased morale, production 
and prosperity.

The next Character Leg-
acy Luncheon will be held 
Wednesday, October 8th..

Story and photo 
by Kelly McCullough

On Friday, September 12, 
members of the Rotary Club of 
Northeast El Paso distributed 
large amounts of school sup-
plies to three schools in North-
east El Paso. This was the third 
year the club has been able to 
help children and families 
who are unable to purchase all 
the supplies required for the 
school year.

On Saturday, September 6, 
the club held a Back to School 
Drive at Wal-Mart on Trans-
mountain Road in Northeast 
El Paso. Club Members along 
with some of their family mem-
bers, manned both doors from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm to collect 
school supplies for needy chil-
dren attending schools in the 
Northeast. 

School supply lists are 
quite lengthy and very costly 
and seem to be growing each 
year. Many families, especially 
those with multiple children in 
school are unable to purchase 
all the necessary supplies. Be-
cause of this, the Rotary Club 
began holding the Back to 
School drive three years ago. 
The first year, only enough 
to supply one school was col-
lected. 

Thanks to the generous do-
nations of the Northeast com-
munity who shopped that day, 
for the second year in a row the 
club was able to collect enough 
supplies for three schools. 
Many shoppers opted to do-
nate cash instead, which was 
divided between the schools 
and a check was presented 
to each to help provide other 
needs they may have.

The schools that benefited 
from this year’s drive were: 
Marian B. Collins Elementa-
ry, Newman Elementary, and 
Schuster Elementary.

A hearty THANK YOU to 
Wal-Mart for allowing us to do 
this each year; and especially 
to all the patrons of the store 
that gave so generously.

Marian B. Collins Elementary. At left: Rotarians, Wade Warling, Jimmy Melver and 
Doug Eley. At right: School staff, Roxanne Ramos, Ivette Galindo and Leticia Ewing.

Newman Elementary. L to R: Rotarians, Jimmy Melver, Doug Eley and Kelly 
McCullough; School staff, Susan Melton, Trebia Harris and Charman Dirmeyer.

Schuster Elementary: L to R: Jimmy Melver, Kelly McCullough, Principal, Nancy 
Hanson, Wade Warling and Doug Eley.



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all 
that respond by deadline are 
published. Those that come 
in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s 
blog site at http://hismessenger.
wordpress.com. If you are a 
Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have 
a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact 
information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
What is your opinion on 

the book, “Killing Jesus”? 
Much of the information 
is not found in the Bible. 
The authors state that they 
researched many other works 
to fill in the blanks. Are there 
books you could recommend 
that we could find this info 
ourselves? Just curious as to 
if we are to believe that all the 
authors reported is true. For 
example: I was taught Jesus 
died at age 32 - the book 
states 36. The book also went 
into detail about a particular 
king being homosexual - I 
don’t recall every reading 
that in the Bible - or being 
taught that over the years. 
Are these facts true?

Answers:
When it comes to my 

opinion to writer’s that 
expound on what the Bible 

entails, I really don’t give 
much credence to it.  Every 
writer, even myself, has the 
right to write on any subject 
they deem necessary, but 
when it comes to writing on 
subject matter within the 
Bible, a lot depends on the 
topic and content on the 
material.  Individuals that 
write in an attempt to provide 
more insight to what we as 
Christians accept by Faith, 
indicates to me two things; 
1) They are questioning 
their own faith and 2) They 
are attempting to add to the 
knowledge of a topic that 
requires faith to accept rather 
than evidence.  Take for 
instance the age of Jesus when 
He died, does the age really 
matter in the process of being 
saved?  Not really.  What 
matters is the faith to believe 
that he died, was buried and 
rose again all for redemption 
of mankind.  Be careful of 
reading material adjacent to 
the Bible, remember, 
Christians were warned that 
in the last days people will 
turn away from the truth 
and turn to fables.  Read 
the Bible, let the Holy Spirit 
guide you in the truth of that 
word.  Other written books 
(as much as they may assist) 
cannot defend or prove any 
truth that the Bible does 
not.  Kind of harsh I know, 
but the attempt is to keep you 
in the Word of God and not 
the knowledge of man.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School 

of Faith
(El Paso, TX)

I have not read the book 
in question here, so I can’t 
make a specific judgment 
on what is in it.  What I do 
know is this, we are living in 
the last days and as noted in 
2 Timothy 4:3-4,where there 
are many who disregard the 
sound doctrine of the Word 
of God and are following 
fables or untruths.  When it 
comes to Jesus and His life, 
there is only one source of 
information that God has 
given us and that is the Bible.

There was much heresy in 
Jesus day and many writers 
were caught up in it.  The 
Bible and only the Bible is 
the only inspired word that 
God has given us.  Anything 
else can be used to gather 
understanding of the day and 
culture, but when it comes 
to the life of Jesus, we have 
to rely on the scriptures.  
Most books that are not 
commentary on the Word 
of God, will contain man’s 
opinion and man of himself is 
full of error.  Most movies that 
are made on Biblical themes 
do not follow scripture and 
therefore contain error.  In 
both books and movies, men 
are trying to sell their works 
to make money.  We cannot 
rely on anything outside of 

the Bible to give us accurate 
insights on our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  I hope this helps a 
little.

Pastor Brooke Davis
Greenup First Baptist 

Church 
(Greenup, IL)

Bill O’Reilly is very liberal 
in his theology. He is a 
Catholic and has accepted 
the liberal bias that is part 
of the Catholic Church. He 
does not accept the authority 
of Scripture and one book is 
as good as another when it 
comes to getting information 
from about our Lord. Some 
of the information is taken 
from Gnostic gospels which 
I have heard him use in 
an authoritative way in the 
past. I would be careful on 
anything that he writes on 
Christianity. In passing I 
would have to believe that 
Jesus died at 33, since He 
started his ministry at 30 
and died 33 1/2 years later. 
However the most significant 
fact about Christ is who He 
is and what He accomplished 
for us. It is clear that Christ 
is the only way to heaven and 
O’Reilly takes issue with that 
Scriptural fact which keeps 
O’Reilly from being a good 
reference.

Pastor Jack Berg
Sun Valley Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send 
them several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.com.

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian business owners 
who desire to run their business to glorify the 
Lord. If you wish to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to RSVP call Cris 
Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 Magnetic, 
El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set 
up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be announced. Guests 

welcome. For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El Paso 
CCDA (Christian Community Development 
Association) has monthly informal gatherings 
to stay connected, build relationships, and keep 
creative ideas flowing. Gatherings are on 3rd 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For more information and 
next location, please contact Sami DiPasquale, 
Ciudad Nueva, (915) 269-5528, sami@
ciudadnueva.org.

Tuesday, October 7th

“The Joy of Life”– Marriott El Paso, 
1600 Airway Blvd., Grand Ballroom Entrance, 
El Paso, Sitting begins at 6:30 pm; Dinner 
& program 6:45 pm – 9:00 pm. Tours of the 
ICU Medical Mobile Clinic will be from 5:30 
pm – 6:30 pm. This is the Annual Fundrraiser 
for Pregnancy Help Center and Fatherhood 

Help Services. Special Guest Speaker will be 
Christian Comedian, Mike Williams. Adults 
ONLY as seating is limited. Individual ticket $30, 
Table of 8 $250. Must RSVP. To register, order 
tickets, and make payment contact Savannah 
at (915) 591-1343 or 4lifesavannah@gmail.
com.

Wednesday, October 8th

Character Legacy Luncheon – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills Drive, 
El Paso, 11:45 am to 1:00 pm. Cost is $15 
per person for lunch, networking and training. 
RSVP to (915) 269-7719 to reserve your spot, 
and make sure enough meals are prepared. 
Cash or check only please. 

Friday, October 24th

Teen Challenge Fundraising 
Banquet –Grace Gardens, 6701 
Westside Drive, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 8:30 
pm. Guest Speaker will be Dr. Jessica 
Ibarra, a breast cancer survivor, who will 
share how the Lord gave her strength 
through her cancer ordeal and the, “Storms 
of Life”.  Meal will be provided by Great 
American (Mesa Hills). Tickets are $35 
each, or $280 for table of 8. For more 
info, to reserve seating and pay for tickets 
contact (915) 566-1197 or albertibarra1.0@
sbcglobal.net.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
 School in Session

Teaching Each Other

 Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

 As Christians, we are to con-
tinually grow and mature in 
God’s Word.  One way we do 
this is by allowing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to dwell in us, not 
dwelling in a dormant manner, 
but actively instructing us in the 
doctrine of Christ.  It should be 
our constant source of quicken-
ing and encouraging ourselves 
in the Christian walk.  Mat-
thew Henry, in his concise com-
mentary, described the result 
of this by saying simply:  “We 
sharpen ourselves by quicken-
ing others.”   In the name of 
Christ we are to teach, admon-
ish, sharpen, and quicken each 
other, doing so in psalms and 
hymns, singing with grace in 
our hearts.  Without this grace, 
there is no melody, instruction, 
or growth.

Are you allowing the Word of 
Christ to dwell in you in a man-
ner that enables you to continu-
ally grow in the Christian walk?

“Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.”   (Colossians 3:16) 

 School in Session
Teaching Unbelievers the 

Gospel
Christ commissioned His 

Church to go forth into all na-
tions, making disciples and bap-
tizing; His Church consisting 
of all of us who have genuinely 
accepted by faith Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.  This commis-
sion in essence requires all of us 
who are Christians to teach un-
believers the Gospel, the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  Unbe-
lievers cannot understand Di-
vine things and must be taught; 
however, in order to teach we 
ourselves must be grounded 
in God’s Word and whatever 
Christ has commanded.  Many 
of us tend to leave the teaching 
and witnessing up to the minis-
ters of the local congregations, 
but Christ has commanded each 
of us to be ready to teach and 
witness of His love and salva-
tion. 

Are you ready and able to 
teach the Gospel of Christ’s sal-
vation to the unbelievers with 
whom you come into contact?

“Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you:  and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.  Amen.”   (Mat-
thew 28:19-20) 

 May God Richly Bless You 
Today  

If you would like to know more 
about having a relationship with 
Christ, please contact me at bwool-
leycpa@msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com.

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted. (Bracket and 
capitalization of pronouns for God 
added.) Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefathers-
feet.wordpress.com. Spanish trans-
lation of archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.com. To 
add someone to our contact list con-
tact me at the email addresses listed 
above.

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi



Saving people money on more than just car insurance.®
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Daniel Lucas
915-779-2489

6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 • El Paso 

Mouthwatering savings.
Served fresh at your local GEICO office.
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McCombs Contemporary Choir

$35

 

11533 Clearwater • El Paso 
• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 1440 Square Foot 

• Brick Outside, Tile & Carpet Inside 
• Converted Garage  •  Utility Room 
RENT:  $875 Month, $850 Deposit 

Pets OK $200 Deposit 
PURCHASE:  $76,000 

Available September 1st 
Interested? Call (915) 313-1450 or (915) 751-6827 

or email: dreley52@gmail.com 

FOR RENT OR FOR SALE 


