
By Kelly McCullough

For at least twenty five years Open Gate 
Community church has hosted the annual 
Cancer Survivor Thanksgiving Dinner. The 
event is open to all cancer survivors in the 
community, as well as their caregivers, family, 
and oncologists. While everyone enjoys the 
wonderful meal and whatever message the 
speaker brings, the main purpose is to allow 
interaction between newly diagnosed with 
those who have “been there done that” and 
kicked cancers butt! It also gives the opportu-
nity to give thanks to oncology workers pres-
ent. Just over 300 were present this year, and 
many stayed long after the event was over, 
enjoying the fellowship with fellow survivors.

This year the dinner was held on Tuesday, 
November 11. Pastor Bill Belgie opened in 
prayer over the meal and the evening. He had 
members of Fort Bliss Boy Scout Troups 213 
and 248 come forward for recognition. The 
boys were there to serve drinks and be of any 
other service needed. 

Rebecca Hendricks with the YMCA spoke 
briefly about the new LIVESTRONG pro-
gram available. This is a 12 week program, 
free to cancer patients and their families held 
at YMCA. This includes a free membership 
to the programs at the Y during the 12 week 
program. Times for the program are flexible 
and patients just need to contact them and 
see what works best for them.

Phil Sanchez gave information on Relay 
for Life.  It will be held this year on June 6 
from 4:00 pm to midnight at Andress High 
School. There will be various activities and 

as usual is free of charge. They expect 3,000 
people to attend.

Bob and Elaine Prenksy then brought up 
Rusty, their ten year old cocker spaniel. Rusty 
has served as a therapy dog since 2005. It is a 
well-known fact that pets can calm and soothe 
those holding and petting them. Rusty works 
wonders as they take him around to patients 
that love on him. 

Pastor Bill Belgie filled in as speaker for 
the evening since the scheduled speaker had 
an emergency come up. Bill is a 16 year survi-
vor. He was a healthy Sgt. Major in the Army 
and had just arrived in Germany when he 
was diagnosed with Stage 3A Gastric cancer. 
He had planned on staying in the military 
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Glory Reborn Pressing Onward
By Kelly McCullough

Who would have thought a mission 
trip to the Philippines as a young teen 
would turn into a lifelong work serving 
God and the people in that land? That’s 
what happened with Hilary Walker. Af-
ter visiting all those years ago God placed 
that land, and those people on her heart. 
Hilary returned to the people God was 
calling her to in 2003, and began serving 
as a midwife. Hilary and David Overton 
(both El Pasoans) married, and together 
birthed Glory Reborn Organization. Hil-
ary is a licensed midwife and along with 
all her work at the clinic, is about to finish 
medical school. They recently celebrated 
ten years of service with most all the par-
ents and babies they helped bring into the 
world.

With the high infant and mom mortal-
ity rates in the area Hilary had a heart to 
give high quality maternity and newborn 
care, and to save lives. The statistics in this 
area of those not receiving care at Glory 
Reborn are devastating. Since 46% of the 
population live on less than $2.00 per day 
medical care is not an option. Because of 
this, only 21% of the poorest 20% of the 
population have a skilled health care pro-
fessional attend the birth. Two hundred 
of 100,000 mothers die delivering their 
babies. Infant mortality rate is 49 of 1,000 
for that poorest 20%.

Since they began in Cebu C i t y , 
Philippines they have delivered over 
3,322 healthy babies with zero maternal 
deaths in their clinic. This is quite an ac-
complishment considering that without 
Glory Reborn, 60% of births are attended 
by a healthcare professional. Through the 
programs they offer they save, educate 
and empower women to live strong and 
successful lives. They offer and provide 
much more than just pre-natal and deliv-
ery care. They help with other needs such 
as food and most importantly, nurturing 
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the spiritual needs of those they 
serve. Hilary tells the staff that 
the answer to needs is always, 
“YES” and they figure out how to 
accomplish it. 

On Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday they are 
found in one of the hard areas of 
the city serving the people. They 
go to the red light districts and 
serve the women there, as well 
as serving families living in the 
dump sites. The past four years 
they have also traveled to Cam-
bodia once each year to serve the 
women and train others there to 
do the same work. They will be 
headed to Cambodia the end of 
November. 

Glory Reborn continues to 
grow each year from Hilary’s 
original vision of what it would 
be. It first began with the clinic 
in one apartment in a building, 
then slowly adding another and 
another – connecting each to 
create the full clinic, as they also 
continued to add services fulfill-
ing more needs of the women and 
families. They’ve increased from 
delivering one to three babies per 
day to five to seven per day! The 
staff has grown from just Hilary 
and husband David in 2003, to 
now 38 staff members to include 
drivers and laundry attendants. 
They are quickly outgrowing 
the clinic, despite all the adding 
on with connecting apartments 
– with no more room to grow in 
that location.

The vision continues to ex-
pand in 2014 and beyond. The 
Overton’s have a heart and vi-
sion now to build a hospital. They 
have their eye on a property and 
are now waiting to see if it will fit 
and be approved by the Public 
Health Department. Glory Re-
born won the Insurance Com-
pany Choice Award in 2014. The 

clinic is highly regarded in Cebu 
City. Hilary is in the process of 
becoming a citizen of the Philip-
pines, and would hold dual citi-
zenship, remaining also a citizen 
of the U.S. This is necessary for 
her to move forward with tak-
ing the doctor exams, as well as 
for them to purchase property 
and build a hospital in her name. 
David would then become a dual 
citizen through marriage.

Other changes rapidly arising 
are the need for a full time min-
istry leader, CEO, and PR person 
with the latter two required for 
grants they need to acquire. In 
May, Hilary’s brother Luke will 
be moving to Cebu City to fill the 
role of full time ministry leader. 

In early November Hilary trav-
eled to many U.S. cities speaking 
at churches as part of Glory Re-
born’s annual fundraising pro-
cess. David had to stay behind to 
keep things rolling along. Hilary 
spoke at Church of St. Clements, 
El Paso where a wonderful meal 
was catered by Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills. 
Sponsors of the evening were: St. 
Clement’s, Great American, Thri-
vent Financial, La Joana, and 
Rancho Los Amigos YWAM El 
Paso/Juarez. Along with provid-
ing updates on the ministry, Hil-
ary also made available her new 
book, “When Glory’s Born.” 

If you were unable to attend 
but feel led to help the Overton’s 
serve the women, children and 
families in Cebu City in their life 
saving work – you still can! Their 
most pressing needs are: Most 
importantly prayer; $10,000 for 
Hilary’s citizenship; $50,000 per 
year salary for CEO; salary for 
PR person; and all funds for hos-
pital totaling five million. If you 
can donate any amount you can 
do so by mailing to Glory Reborn 
Organization, P.O. box 220233, 
El Paso, TX 79913. To learn more 
visit www.gloryreborn.org.

Rescue Ministries

By Kelly McCullough

Needy individuals and families of 
all ages in several areas of Mexico are 
grateful for the work of Rescue Min-
istries. The ministry was founded in 
1988 by Pastor Guadalupe Varela de 
Paez. Originally established as Vino, 
Trigo y Aceite in Juarez, which is the 
main church and headquarters. The 
El Paso office is located at 1420 Bes-
semer Drive.

I had the opportunity to inter-
view Sara Drewes for the United 
with Christ program on KSCE TV 
and learn more about the work Res-
cue Ministry does. Sara is the Board 
Secretary, as well as daughter of the 
founder. You can view the show at 
www.kscetv.com or on YouTube.

The organization has spent over 
25 years serving in inner city neigh-
borhoods of Juarez. Crime, drugs and 
total disintegration of family values 
are rampant, therefore, the work of 
such a Christian organization is much 
needed. In Juarez they operate four 
centers: Feeding the Children Pro-
gram and food bank; Vino, Trigo y 
Aceite Orphanage; Home for teenage 
boys, and Rescue Mission for men. In 

Madera, MX they operate two cen-
ters: Children’s Orphanage Ranch, 
and an Elderly Home.

Rescue Ministries’ purpose is 
to provide all needs of all shelters. 
They provide food, coats, blankets, 
clothing, toys at Christmas and other 
special needs as they arise. The most 
important aspect of their work in all 
centers is sharing the Word of God. 
They do not give anything without 
also sharing God’s Word. The people 
are always so grateful for what has 
been given. They aren’t greedy and 
take what isn’t needed. Throughout 
the year two Bible schools are held; 
one in the summer similar to Vaca-
tion Bible School, and one later in the 
year.

The organization has mainly vol-
unteers. They consider themselves 
tent makers, as was described in Paul. 
“We have the biggest boss, our Lord, 
and He is wonderful and provides 
so well.” Sara Drewes explained to 
me. She said that she grew up with 
this work in their home. Her mother 
would always take in needy people, or 
give out their personal items to oth-
ers in need. This has been her family’s 
lifestyle all her life. “It is wonderful to 

make a difference. Even if just one life 
is changed by our work, it is worth it.”

If people are interested in serving 
with them, they can join them to go to 
the Orphanage and visit the children. 
The kids love for people to come read 
to them, watch DVDs and play. The 
government works with them and 
checks things out at all the facilities 
as is required. Children are brought 
to the Orphanage for many reasons. 
Some, because they are removed from 
their home; some parents have both 
been killed; while still others the par-
ents relinquish the children because 
they can’t afford to provide for them. 
Most children are returned home, 
after everything has been worked 
through. On occasion adoption be-
comes necessary, and this is handled 
by outside agencies as Rescue Minis-
tries is not set up for that. But mostly 
children either return home, or stay 
with them until they age out. Chil-
dren come to them as young as two 
years old, and as old as 18. 

Rescue Ministries survives and 
does the Lord’s work through do-
nations of individuals, businesses, 
churches and organizations. They are 
in need of financial contributions, as 
well as food staples, clothing, books & 
DVDs in Spanish, personal hygiene 
items, etc. Anything you can imag-
ine that would be needed in a shelter 
living atmosphere. They provide for 
shelters housing kids from toddler 
age to the elderly so all size of cloth-
ing is needed. Rescue Ministries is a 
501 c3 organization so your donations 
will be tax deductible. If you feel the 
Lord calling you to donate or volun-
teer, contact Sara Drewes at (915) 599-
8707 or visit their office at the address 
listed above. To learn more visit www.
RescueMinistriesOfMexico.org.
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forever, and to be told that he must 
return to the states, and knowing 
his military career was about to 
crash, it was really rough. But he 
believed God had another path 
for him. Over the years he had 
four other occurrences. He is now 
eight years with no recurrence. 
Due to the extent of the surgeries, 
he can’t each much at a time, but 
is thankful that he can at least still 
eat normally. One of the surgeries 
required taking ‘parts’ from his 

throat to connect to his stomach. 
So, he is also thankful that he did 
get his voice back, because it was 
unsure he would. 

“This is a season that you must 
allow people in your life to help. I 
know it is difficult, but it is neces-
sary,” stated Bill. He expressed 
strongly, “You are not a number,” 
to the newly diagnosed present. He 
assured them that they are much 
more than their patient number, 
or the stage of their cancer. He 
strongly encouraged them to al-
low friends and family members to 
help, and to get involved in cancer 

support groups.
Bill introduced Dr. Fred Huff, 

the District Superintendent for 
Nazarene Church in the New Mex-
ico District which includes west 
Texas. He happened to be in town 
for a visit, and was able to attend as 
a guest and enjoy the evening, not 
as a participant. Dr. Hough com-
mented on what a wonderful event 
this was. He has been aware that 
Open Gate hosts the event each 
year, but this was first he’d been 
able to attend. He commended Bill 
and the church on what a wonder-
ful event it was.

Survivor Dinner



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have 
a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My heart is saddened as I 

have recently been told by two 
people that they are atheists. 
What advice, or Scripture 
could you give me to share with 
them that would be simple, 
quick and easy that could help 
them understand that there is 
a God, and the importance of 
becoming a Christian? I want to 
share with them, but know they 
won’t listen long, and don’t want 
to offend.

Answers:
Dealing with atheists, in 

my view, is no different than 
dealing with any other non-
believer.  When I deal with 
atheists, instead of attempting 
to prove that there is a God and 
that He Loves them is not a very 
effective approach.  Rather than 
assisting them is validating this 
argument, ask the atheists to 
validate their rational for why 
there is not a God.  In other 
words, rather than theory, 
request for physical evidence.   
The down side to discussing God 
with atheists, is time.  The Word 
of God states that the preaching 

of the cross is foolishness to 
them that are perishing…I 
Corinthians 1:18).  Why it should 
be the desire of every believer 
to reach the lost, there will be 
those that reject the message 
and spending God’s time on 
debating or arguing God to 
them actually goes against the 
directive made by Jesus the 
Christ (And whosoever shall 
not receive you, nor hear your 
words, when ye depart out of 
that house or city, shake off 
the dust of your feet (Matthew 
10:14).  Summary, the burden of 
proof is on the non-believer not 
the believer (Luke 20:4).  

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

We are living in times when 
people say they do not believe 
there is God because they do not 
want to be accountable to Him on 
judgment day.  Good scriptures 
to share are Romans 1:18-32, 
Psalms, 19 and Revelation 20: 11-
15.  The problem is that people 
who are living life on their terms 
don’t want to hear the truth 
from the Word of God.  The 
best thing you can do is share 
some scripture while praying 
earnestly.  Prayer and the Word 
of God are the only two things 
that can change a hard heart.  
The words from men have no 
power unless they are bathed 
in the power of the Spirit and 
the Scriptures.  But please 
understand that this process 
of working with hearts that are 
hard is not a short undertaking.  
This will be a long term battle 
so be prepared to fight for their 
very souls.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church 

(Greenup, IL)

I commend you in your patient 
desire to continue arguing 
with these people even though 
their minds may well be made 
up.  Some people use the word 
“atheist” but they really mean 
“agnostic”.  This is a person who 
needs experiential proof that 
God exists; but at least they are 
open to this truth.  If your friend 
is still open to discussing this 
with you, you might refer to the 
Apostle Paul’s encounter with 
the intellectual Greeks at the 
Hill of Mars in Athens.  There 
Paul encountered real Hellenists 
(non-Jews) who believed in 
a variety of Greco-Roman 
deities, but the belief of many 
was not strongly held.  So the 
apostle argues from the subjects 
of creation and inspiration:  
everything in nature, by virtue 
of its observable existence 
has come from a wise and all 
powerful God.  This same God 
also inspired (Greek) poets to 
write of His creative work.  Out 
of ignorance the Greeks have 
come to worship created things, 
but not the Creator.  The proof 
that this time of ignorance 
must come to an end is God’s 
raising from the dead His own 
Son Jesus.  Share the story from 
Acts 17:16-34.  Paul’s arguments 
(combined with your prayers 
and the Holy Spirit) are still 
powerful!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Atheism is often attributed 
to a person’s own problem with 
the evil and pain that exists in 
the world. Many are embittered 
at their own life’s circumstances 
which have turned them off to 
Christianity. It is a choice they 
have made because it allows 
them to live in denial of their 
personal responsibility to love 
and honor God. There may not 
be anything you can say without 
stirring up their emotions. Just 
pray for their eyes to be opened 
and their hearts to be softened 
before they die and discover He 
was there all the time.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

First, pray that our Father 
claim them as His own in 
Jesus and that He equip you to 
witness to them by His Spirit. 
Remember, while we labor to 
‘make disciples’, it is God Who 
gives the ‘increase’. Second, 
love and be patient with them 
as our Lord Jesus loved us with 
long-suffering to the point of 
the Cross. Third, help them 
see how their serving idols does 
not ultimately satisfy. Jesus will 
bring them the deep long-lasting 
joy we all seek. In Jesus by His 
Spirit, we worship and serve the 
Father. This brings deep joy and 
satisfaction; because, it is for this 
humans were created. Fourth, 
two Bible passages highlighting 
the gospel are Romans 3:21-26 
and 2 Corinthians 5:21. I pray 
this helps as you desire to make 
disciples of our Lord Jesus. 

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger prints every 
other week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.com.

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire to run their 
business to glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. For more 
info and to RSVP call Cris Green (915) 
252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Tuesday, December 2

One Way – UTEP Union Cinema, 500 
W. University, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 
pm. One Way Ministries is a non-
denominational organization that exists 
to challenge young professionals and 
college students to engage the person 
of Christ. Join us every first Tuesday of 
the month at 7:00 pm at The University of 
Texas at the Union Cinema. For more info 
call (915) 356-0600. 

Friday & Sunday, December 5 & 7

Venite – Coronado Baptist Church, 501 
Thunderbird Drive, El Paso, Prelude at 6:30 
pm, Performance 7:00 pm. Based on the 
documentary, The Star of Bethlehem, by 
Rick Larson. An astonishing look into the 
ancient heavens through the Scriptures 
and modern technology. This is a FREE 
event. For more info call (915) 584-3912.

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, 5-7 & 12-14

The Spirit of Christmas – Cielo Vista 
Church, 3585 N. Lee Trevino, El Paso. 

Fridays 5 & 12 at 7:30 pm; Saturdays 6 
& 13 at 4:00 pm & 7:30 pm; Sundays 
7 & 14 at 5:00 pm. Experience new and 
extended scenes of some of the best 
stories of the Bible as they come to life 
in a grand, dramatic presentation. Tickets 
are $5.00 each and are on sale now at the 
church box office. For more info call (915) 
595-0288.

Thursday & Friday, December 12 & 13

Bethlehem Live – CrossPoint Church, 
11995 Montwood, El Paso, 6:00 pm 
– 9:00 pm. A special re-enactment of 
the town of Bethlehem and the events 
surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ. 
There will also be a petting zoo for the 

kids,snack bar, music and craft fair. For 
more info call (915) 857-7492.

A Charlie Brown Christmas – CrossPoint 
Church, 11995 Montwood Drive, El Paso, 
Friday and Saturday 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm; 
Sunday 14th 10:00 am. Production by 
the CrossPoint Drama Ministry with Linus 
explaining what Christmas is really about. 
For more info call (915) 857-7492.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
The Bible

Confidence for the Future
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
We can have confidence in 

what God is going to do today 
and in the future because our 
knowledge of Scriptures as-
sures us of what He has done 
in the past.  On a daily basis 
we observe God’s creation 
that has been recorded in the 
Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment.  God’s laws of operation 
as well as His magnificent 
power are made perfectly 
clear through nature, espe-
cially as seen in the change of 
seasons.  But Scripture goes 
further than showing God’s 
creation; it shows us the way 
to eternal life.  The New Tes-
tament reveals God’s love and 
grace through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our salvation.  
Thorough study of the entire 
Bible will enhance our belief 
that what God has previously 
completed is clear evidence 
that we can trust His will for 
our lives in the future.

Read and study God’s 
Word daily in order to see 
what God has already done 
for you, and then rest in His 
promises for the future! 

“For whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, 
that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope.”   (Romans 
15:4)

The Bible
Source of God-Given 

Wisdom
We previously saw in Scrip-

ture the difference between 
the wisdom of the world and 
the wisdom of God.   Part of 
the wisdom of God is giving 
us the gift of wisdom when 
we earnestly seek it.  The re-
bellious and foolish people 
of the world cannot find the 
God-given wisdom because 
they refuse to believe that 
the Bible is the Living Word 
of God.  Those of us who 
genuinely believe the Bible 
and love the Lord will seek 
and gain the wisdom and vic-
tory that comes from faithful 
Bible study and prayer.  Hav-
ing found the God-given wis-
dom we will use it to recog-
nize and follow His will as we 
faithfully serve Him.

 Have you genuinely and 
diligently sought God’s wis-
dom?

“For the LORD giveth wis-
dom:  out of His mouth co-
meth knowledge and under-
standing.”   (Proverbs 2:6

May God richly bless you 
today

If you would like to know 
more about having a relation-
ship with Christ, please con-
tact me at bwoolleycpa@msn.
com or bwoolleyjr@gmail.
com.

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted. 
(Bracket and capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.) Ar-
chives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathers-
feet.wordpress.com. Spanish 
translation of archives can 
be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add some-
one to our contact list contact 
me at the email addresses list-
ed above.
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