
By Kelly McCullough 
Combining the Christmas story of 

the birth of the Messiah with knowl-
edge provided of the stars and planets 
and how they all aligned to lead the 
wise men to that Messiah – is always 
an amazing presentation. The cast 
and all involved in the presentation of, 
“Venite” pulled it off once again on De-
cember 5th and 7th at Coronado Bap-
tist Church, El Paso.

There were several changes and ad-
ditions to this year’s performance, all 
of which only served to make it even 
better than previous years. This year 
narration was divided between Jenni-
fer Ledford and Marissa McElroy. In 
past years Jennifer did all the narration 
herself, and did a wonderful job. How-
ever, the differing voice tones of the two 
women throughout the narrated sec-
tions, helped it f low all the better. 

Venite was created by Becky Prado 
and Jennifer Ledford, and is the tell-
ing of the birth of the Messiah and 
events that led up to the Wise Men lo-
cating Him. It’s well known that these 
men studied the stars and planets, and 
when discovering the brightest shining 

North Star prepared to follow it to the 
One who would be the King of the Jews. 
All of the information given during the 
performance in regards to the planets 
and stars was provided from “The Star 
of Bethlehem” which is a documenta-
ry by Rick Larson. At different points 
throughout the performance images 
were projected on the large screens 
from this documentary. 

The evening opened with the Or-
chestra, led by Joe Cueto, playing fa-
vorite Christmas music, then a welcome 
and prayer over the evening by Pastor 
Mike Woods. A performance by pre-
cious children followed, preparing the 
crowd for what was to come. The per-
formance is part play, part musical, with 
narration interspersed throughout, all 
rolling along smoothly. The musical 
performances were all amazing, as was 
the performances of Juliana Smith and 
Josue Lugo as Mary and Joseph; and 
Michael Arras, Steve Lewis, and Tom 
Silverthorn as the Three Wise Men. So 
much of the performance is memorable 
and much is what we grew up learning 
in regards to the Christmas story. We 
know the Wise Men were very intelli-

gent and knew a great deal of the stars. 
One Wise Man stated, “I don’t just want 
to know the meaning of the star any 
more. I want to know the Maker of the 
meaning.” That should be the desire of 
all of us. We should long for and desire 
to know the Maker of all things. 

The evening closed with all heads 
bowed, eyes closed and those who de-
sired being led in a sinners prayer in the 

event there were those present who had 
not yet accepted Jesus. Members of the 
youth group were at the doors handing 
out decorated bags of homemade hot 
chocolate mix with mini marshmallows.

The Star of Bethlehem documen-
tary DVD is available at local Christian 
bookstores. You can also visit www.
bethlemstar.net for more information 
on The Star of Bethlehem.

By Kelly McCullough 
What could be better than being surrounded 

by male and female Veterans who have served 
this great country of ours? Being surrounded by 
them as the Gospel Message is shared with them 
AND seeing them receive well deserved gifts, I say. 
On Saturday, December 6th members of the Mc-
Combs Baptist Church did just that. 

For three years now a crocheting group of la-
dies from the church, calling themselves, “The 
Happy Hookers” work all year on blankets to give 
to the VETS at Christmas time. Throughout the 
year, a group of members also visit with the VETS 
on a regular basis and share God’s love and the 
Gospel Message.

During this special Christmas visit each year 
not only is the Gospel shared, but also the true 
Message of Christmas and the Christ Child’s birth. 
This year, of the 149 residents of the Veteran’s 
Home in El Paso, 39 chose to attend the special 
Christmas Service held at their facility.

Larry Belkin spoke first, informing or remind-
ing ….. As Christians we still will have ills and trou-
bles. But, we have the ability to go to the One who 
can help us – Jesus. He reminded to consider John 
3:16 and 17. He spoke of how we just celebrated 
Thanksgiving and all we’ve enjoyed. Now we are 
preparing to celebrate the birth of the Christ child 
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– the true reason we celebrate 
Christmas.

The ladies then distributed 
the blankets to all who were pres-
ent, explaining these were gifts to 
show their love for each one. Bill 
Case also gave out large print cal-
endars to all who wanted one. 

Melvin Zollicoffer spoke next, 
sharing ….Jesus Christ was and 
is unique. Prophecies are mes-
sages from our Lord God. The 
Messiah – to his name every 
knee will bow and every tongue 
confess. The foretelling of Jesus 
Christ was told by no other than 
John the Baptist. We have an In-
tercessor in Jesus. Every prayer 
we pray goes through Jesus. If 
Jesus had not come, we would 
not have the Holy Spirit. “I am 
the way, truth and the life,” Jesus 
had explained. The Holy Spirit is 
the Holy Comforter that indwells 
in us. It guides us. We have the 
Holy Spirit if we are Christians. 
He referred to John 14. No one 
knows when the Lord will come, 
but we DO know that He IS com-
ing. “I will never leave you with-
out a comforter. You will never 
be alone.” Jesus told his follow-

ers. Melvin explained 18 proph-
esies that were given in the Old 
Testament, then revealed in the 
New Testament. Beginning with 
the virgin birth of a child that 
would be our Messiah. Ending of 
course with the gruesome death 
on the cross. Jesus was the perfect 
sacrifice for us. He conquered 
death and sin, then ascended to 
the right hand of the Father in 
Heaven.

After showing a bit of the vid-
eo, “Messiah Prophesy Fulfilled,” 
Melvin gave his closing state-
ments. “I am not John the Bap-
tist, but I want to tell you – make 
your highway straight – because 
the Lord is coming a second time. 
Look for the signs of His coming. 
We won’t know when He’s com-
ing – but He IS coming!”  Larry 
Belkin then closed the service in 
prayer.

The “Happy Hookers” consists 
of Kiki Denzer, Ann Case, Maria 
Battle, Josianne Patton and Patti 
Butler. Not all were able to attend 
this service but did all participate 
throughout the year working on 
the blankets. There were plenty 
left over, that they were going to 
once again donate to residents at 
the Tri Sun facility.

Merry Christmas and may the 
Lord bring you a very Happy 
New Year. As always this time of 
year life is hectic and hustling 
and bustling for most of us. Many 
of us are stressed out with added 
responsibilities with our work, on 
top of the stress of gift buying, 
party planning and how to pay 
for it all. I pray the Lord brings 
each one of us an added dose 
of peace and joy. I was just hav-
ing a conversation with a friend 
about how easy it is to get bogged 
down in it all and nearly forget 
the meaning of Christmas. My 
prayer for all who are reading is 
that you will never forget that the 
meaning of all this is to celebrate 
the birth of our Savior. May we 
always have that in our mind 
and be thankful and praising the 
Lord for His coming. If you have 
children at home, be sure to start 
from very young ages to remind 
them often what the true mean-
ing is. Then finally, my prayer is 
that for every one of us – the Lord 
will bless each one, and may He 
make 2015 the best year ever for 
us all. 

December is always a difficult 
month for me – not just because of 
all I listed above, but because the 
12th would have been my daddy’s 
birthday. He’s been in Heaven 
since I was five years old, but still 
it’s difficult each Dec. 12 not get-
ting to celebrate his birthday with 
him. And wondering each year 
what it would be like to have dad-
dy with us to celebrate Christmas. 
I imagine myself as a little one, 
sitting on his knee as he reads 
the Christmas story to the family. 
And what it would be like to have 
experienced him doing the same 
with my when they were small, 
and then now with my grandkids. 
Memories – that never were pos-
sible to happen, so just thoughts 
in my own mind. Still in my 50s 
I don’t understand how a young 
man of 32, husband and father 

of three young children, passing 
away – could possibly be “for the 
good of those who love Him and 
are called according to His pur-
poses.”  Which is what we’re told 
as Christians. But, I DO know 
– that while I won’t ever be able 
to understand this while here on 
earth – that one day I will be able 
to know my daddy in Heaven and 
spend all of eternity with him. 

This only is possible because 
at this time of year all those years 
ago God sent His one and only 
Son to be born and reside here on 
earth as our Messiah. Because of 
His life, who He was and remains 
to be to this day, the perfect, fi-
nal sacrifice for all mankind – we 
who accept Him can and will 
have eternal life. Those who ac-
cept Him and become ‘Christ-
like’ – Christians in other words – 
will share eternity in Heaven with 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And, also will share it with all 
our loved ones who also accepted 
Christ. My main prayer for you – 
is that if you have not yet accepted 
Christ as your Savior – that you 
will feel Him calling you and will 
be obedient to His call. 

****

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for sending Your 

Son to be the Babe in a manger as 
our Messiah. Thank You for Your 
most precious gift of Salvation. I 
pray Father that many will come 
to know You during these days of 
celebrating Your birth. May they 
then spend the rest of their lives 
serving You and rejoicing in Your 
Salvation.

Thank You Lord for all You’ve 
done and provided for us. I pray 
Father that for myself and every-
one reading that 2015 will bring 
great change, and may it be the 
best year ever. I pray we all will 
draw closer to You, and be more 
willing and able to share Your 

NE Rotary Club Foundation Distributes $30,000

love with all we know.
Father I lift up all who are suf-

fering at this time. Some may be 
ill, others have lost loved ones, 
while still others are experiencing 
financial difficulties. Lord work 
in all of these circumstances, fill 
them with peace and comfort, 
and the hope that You can and 
will work in even these situations. 
I pray that each one will feel Your 
presence and will give You all the 
glory for all You do for them.

I lift up The Messenger Fa-
ther. I pray that You will use it 
to speak to the hearts of all who 
read it, and most especially to 
those who don’t yet know You. 
May it be a blessing to all who 
read even a portion of it. Lord, I 
ask for Your provision to continue 
with this ministry. I ask for Your 
guidance and leading to what is 
needed – whether it is new adver-
tisers, donors, or other work I can 
do to help support it and myself. 
Make clear what Your will is for 
the future of this ministry. Put 
on the hearts and minds of Your 
Christian servants to support this 
ministry that shares Your love 
and Word with the surrounding 
communities.

I love You Lord. Happy Birth-
day to Your Son, our Jesus. 
Thank You for the gift of Your 
Son, and for His gift of Salvation.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen

On Friday, December 19 the 
Northeast Rotary Club Founda-
tion held its Annual Foundation 
Donation Distribution at Great 
American, Gateway North, in 
Northeast El Paso. For 2014, 
there were nine recipient or-
ganizations chosen to receive a 
donation.

The Foundation accepts let-
ters of request in mid-Septem-
ber each year. By mid-October 
the Foundation Board mem-
bers have reviewed all letters of 
request and meet to discuss and 
vote on which organizations to 
donate to according to those 
who best meet the Foundation’s 
focus on education and poverty.

The recipient organizations 
this year were: El Pasoan’s 
Fighting Hunger, El Paso Com-
munity College, University of 
Texas El Paso, Rotary Youth 

Leadership Awards, Hospice 
El Paso, Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, Pregnancy Help 
Center, Opportunity Center 
for Women, and Northeast 
Christian Academy. Differ-
ing amounts were given rang-

ing from $1500 to $7400 for a 
grand total of $30,000.

For 36 years the Founda-
tion has held a Car Raffle and 
Banquet, with the bulk of the 
proceeds going to benefit that 
year’s recipients.

Continued from cover
Gospel

L to R: Janie Sinclair, Brian Haggerty, Edward McCormick, Angel 
Wicker, Tony Conde, Paul Berube, Jim Paul, Audrey Price, Dur-

wood Keeton, Dennis Coffman and Medora Rostron

Front Row L to R: Josie Ramirez, Patti Butler, Ann Case and 
Josieanne Patton. Back Row L to R: Eades Grimes, 

Melvin Zollicoffer, Larry Belvin, Bill Case and Lannie Patton.



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
We’ve been hearing 

much lately about books of 
Maccabees. Somehow this 
correlates to biblical times 
yet is not in the Bible. Is this 
considered “God breathed” 
info such as the Scriptures 
- and if so why is it not 
included? Or if it isn’t, as 
Christians, should we read it? 
Or would it be wrong to read 
it - misleading, etc.? We don’t 
want to read anything that 
could steer wrong, but if it can 
be an asset, then we do.

Answers:
The books of 1 and 2 

Maccabees are part of the 
Apocrypha, a collection of 
writings done in the period 
between our Old and New 
Testaments.  While included in 
the Bibles of Roman Catholics, 
the vast majority of Protestants 
do not consider these books to 
be divinely inspired or “God-
breathed” as the Old and New 
Testament books.  This is for 
good reasons.  Most probably 
the last of the Old Testament 
books written was the book of 
Esther, about 465 BC.  The Jews 
of the first century, while much 
aware of the writings of the 
Apocrypha, did not accept any 
writings after 465 BC as holding 
the same level of authority or 
inspiration.  The second main 
reason these books are not 
accepted as divinely inspired 
is that Jesus and the New 
Testament writers quote various 
parts of the Old Testament 
Scriptures as authoritative 
over 295 times, but not once 
do they mention or refer to 
the apocryphal writings.  The 
Apocryphal books do not claim 
for themselves that authority 
either.  They are helpful to 
give us insight into some of the 
history of the period between 

the Testaments, and clues into 
how people thought during 
that period, but they are not 
inspired and should not be 
included as equal to the 66 
books of our Bible today.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

The books of the Maccabees 
are historical accounts of the 
Jewish revolt against the Syrian 
ruler Antiochus Epiphany. The 
setting was between Malachi 
and Matthew during the last 
century before Christ. This 
revolt actually prompted the 
Romans to march on Judea. 
They are not recognized as 
inspired as the Old and New 
Testaments. You may read 
them but they are not very 
exciting in my opinion.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Maybe you are hearing 
about “The Maccabees” now 
because the book of this 
name describes the tradition 
of Hanukkah, which many 
Jews are celebrating in these 
earlier days of December.  The 
story which forms the basis 
for Hanukkah is found in 1 
Maccabees 4.  It dates to that 
period nearly two hundred 
years before the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  At that time, the Jewish 
Temple, once recaptured in 
battle from the Syrian forces 
of Antiochus IV, required a  
process of cleansing (which 
involved completely replacing 
the altar for burnt offering 
and the temple utensils).  
This tradition did not carry 
over to the practices of early 
Christianity, and that is one 
reason why these books, among 
others, were rejected from the 
New Testament canon by the 
third century A.D.  Criterion 
for acceptance in what 
later became known as the 
Protestant Canon included:  a 
direct or indirect witness to the 
life of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
presenting a background or 
preparation for His coming; or 
offering the Teachings of God 
which served to build up and 
increase the Church in power 
and numbers.  The books 
later deemed “apocryphal” 
(or “hidden”) did not do 

this.  Find the full list here 
for your own pleasurable and 
beneficial reading:  http://
www.king jamesbibleonline.
org/Apocrypha-Books-List /  
They will edify you and will 
not steer you off course!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Concerning the books of 
the Maccabees, we go back to 
the time when the Bible was 
canonized or measured, with 
a determination made on what 
books would be put in the Bible.  
Some believe that the Maccabees 
were excluded during the 
Council of Jamnia in 90 AD.  
Others believe they were set 
aside at the Council of Trent in 
1546.  In either case these books 
do not appear to stay true to the 
Inspiration of Scripture that is 
“God breathed.”  Even though 
men determined not to include 
these in our Bible, we believe 
God had a hand in this.

As to whether you should 
read them, if you are well 
grounded in the Word of God 
and mature in your faith, 
reading them should not hurt 
you.  They have some value 
as historical books but should 
not be used to determine 
foundation principles for your 
faith.  It is good to know and 
understand what other people 
are concerned about. 

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

The four books of Maccabees 
are named after Judas 
Maccabaeus (‘The Hammer’) 
who led a Judean revolt in 
164 BC; a time between the 
writings of Malachi in the Old 
Testament and the Gospels 
in the New Testament. The 
Maccabees re-instituted 
temple sacrifices, and the re-
dedication of the temple is 
commemorated by Jews today 
with Hanukkah. The success 
of this revolt established 
the Hasmonean dynasty in 
contrast to the proper Davidic 
line, and the Maccabees failed 
to reinstall a Zadokite as High 
Priest. Some consider 1 and 2 
Maccabees as part of the Bible; 
however, none of the four 
books are inspired Scripture. 
While some advocate reading 

these and other apocryphal 
/ deuterocanonical books 
for devotion or history, I 
am hesitant with the books 
of Maccabees because of 
unorthodox content and a 
misleading propagandizing 
for the validity of Hasmonean 
rule. If read, I encourage 
discernment with a conscious 
reminder they are not part of 
the inspired 66 books of the 
Bible. 

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

These questions surrounding 
the validity of various books 
that some consider to be part 
of the Old Testament can be a 
great hindrance to some.  For 
example, the validity of the 
books of Maccabees; why is it 
not considered to be acceptable 
to other religious writings.  Of 
course these books in question 
are part of some religions’ bibles 
and not others.  The fact that 
they are or are not part of a bible 
does not mean that there is not 
important information that can 
shed light on a subject, topic, or 
event in history.  For instance, I 
was speaking to a Jewish friend 
of mind and we were discussing 
the biblical foundation for 
Hanukah.  According to his 
understanding, Hanukah is 
only mentioned in the book of 
the Maccabees and there is no 
Jewish law or commandment 
to how Hanukah is observed.  
However, the Jewish do a time 
of observance when God blessed 
the Jewish people with the 
possession of the Temple, so the 
Jewish people observance by 
having eight days of celebration 
to commemorate that time in 
their lives.  In fact, according 
to this Jewish friend, that the 
actually celebration is known 
as the Feast of Light and not 
the Festival of Light as we 
know it today.   There are a 
myriad of spiritual literature 
that enlightens our knowledge, 
however, keep in mind that 
while these writings are good in 
and of themselves, they do not 
represent the systematic flow 
of the gospel (the whole bible), 
but do make for interesting 
research.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Comfort

Spiritual Comfort Food
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
A place of comfort is one 

that is safe and secure, a place 
that we desire to return to 
as often as possible, usually 
our home.  It is the same way 
with “comfort food” a popu-
lar concept these days.  Feel-
ing anxious or worn down is 
when we need to go back to 
that special food with which 
we feel the most comfort.  
Southern fried chicken, pe-
can pie, and macaroni and 
cheese can change how we 
feel quickly.  The same can 
be said for “spiritual com-
fort food,” verses or passages 
that we return to when we 
are anxious or need refresh-
ing.  Psalm 23, John 3:16, 
John 14, and I Peter 5:7 are 
passages and verses that can 
bring immediate comfort to 
a needy soul.  Reading God’s 
Word should be a part of our 
everyday lives, but having a 
couple of special passages 
and verses to go back to on 
a regular basis is truly our 
“spiritual comfort food.”

Find a few passages and 
verses that are a comfort to 
you, memorize them, claim 
them as life verses and go to 
them when you need them!

 “Casting all your care 
upon Him; for He careth for 
you.”   (I Peter 5:7)

Comfort
In Storms of Life

Scripture never promises 
us a healthy, wealthy life, 
and the proof lies in our lives 
being full of pain and trag-
edy, only to have it end “with 
the enemy called death.”  
Any of us who expect to live 
a life without suffering and 
disappointment have no 
knowledge of the Bible, his-
tory or life itself.  Suffering 
often comes in our every-
day endeavors toward suc-
cess and honor.  Yet, we as 
Christians know that in our 
suffering and toil the Lord is 
with us, and by faith we are 
able to see Him in the storm.  
It is through this suffering 
and toil we learn more of 
the Lord’s love, comfort and 
hope. 

Always remember that 
your suffering and toil are 
not in vain as the Lord is 
present with you, teaching 
you His love, comfort and 
hope! 

“This is a faithful saying 
and worthy of all acceptation.  
For therefore we both labour 
and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all men, specially 
of those that believe.”   (I Timo-
thy 4:9-10)                            

May God Richly Bless 
You Today

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com.

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted. (Bracket 
and capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.) Archives of At 
the Father’s Feet can be found 
at atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com. Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com. To add 
someone to our contact list con-
tact me at the email addresses 
listed above.
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