
By John D. Barry, CEO and Founder 
of Jesus’ Economy

What I had to say next could end our 
friendship, but I knew God wanted me 
to say it, so I did: “I don’t want to have 
another one of these conversations. If 
our next conversation is about this, let’s 
not bother.” I had watched my friend 
struggle for years with his calling. He 
knew what he had to do, yet he couldn’t 
bring himself to commit. God had called 
him to something great; it was his job to 
act on it.

After that conversation, it dawned on 
me that he was afraid. I understood be-
cause we’re all afraid—on some level—
of committing to an idea. Change feels 
unnatural. Scientific research has even 
shown that physiologically speaking, it’s 
against our instincts; our minds imme-
diately disagree with change because of 
fear that it could be painful. Yet that’s 
precisely why change is good and goal 
setting may even be a holy pursuit.

Perhaps you are like my friend: You 
want to set goals—sometimes you even 
do—but you’re not sure if your goals 
are the right ones and thus you never 
hit them. You’re secretly afraid and just 
don’t know it yet.

I’ve found three things to be true of 
people who overcome their fears and go 
on to accomplish God’s calling on their 
life.

1. People who often accomplish goals 
are like actors. 

High school drama—one of my few A 
grades freshmen year—taught me that 
actors commit to scenes. They decide to 
be what they want to be, what they must 
be, and forget everything else.

Commitment is what goals are really 
about. It’s easy to fool yourself into be-
lieving that goal setting is only for type-
A personalities, something crazy bosses 
force on you, or for those that know 
what they want out of life. But it’s for ev-
eryone. If you want to achieve—mean-
ing if you want to look back upon your 
life and feel confident about what you 
did with the time you were given—then 
you need goals.

The scary part: you’re likely choosing 
to be indecisive about goals, or sway-

ing in your 
commitment 
to them, be-
cause you’re 
afraid of what 
will happen 
if you’re suc-
cessful. (Seth 
Godin and 
Steven Press-
field taught 
me that.) If 
you achieve, 
you will 
have to com-
mit to more 
a c h i e v e -
ment—t hey 
(the world) 
will demand 
it of you. If 
you achieve 
your goals, 
you will be-
come what 
you commit-
ted to being. 
You will be 
forced to be 
that occupa-
t i o n—y o u r 
trajectory in 
life will be 
set. Or so 
your subconscious tells you.

In reality, only God defines success—
and where you go next should be com-
pletely up to him. And that’s why goal 
setting must always be accompanied by 
prayer and should never happen with-
out it. Likewise, just because you start 
out going one direction doesn’t mean 
God won’t have something else for you—
so there is no need to worry about be-
ing “locked in.” (In this regard, Godin 
and Pressfield have some great things to 
say, but I filter it all through prayer, the 
Bible, and Christian community.)

2. Decisive people think like CFOs.
Every strong CFO I’ve met is calculat-

ed, but certain that nothing is certain. My 
time as treasurer on a board has taught 
me that this is reality, as has my time 
leading a non-profit. What you think 
will succeed may not and what is success-

ful is usually 
surpr i s ing. 
So calculate, 
but don’t 
make that the 
“be all, end 
al l ”—again, 
make God 
the center of 
all of it.

The truth: 
nothing in 
life is cer-
tain. And you 
can always 
change the 
path you’re 
on. It is never 
too late to 
choose an-
other. I had 
a career as a 
piping and 
vessel inspec-
tion drafter, 
and then one 
as a tran-
scriber of bib-
lical manu-
scripts, and 
then I ran 
a magazine 
f u l l - t i m e , 
and now I’m 

a publisher who leads a non-profit as a 
volunteer—things can change. Things 
can change when you want them to, or 
when God calls you to change them. 
(Decisions in life should be based on 
both: we should make the changes we 
want to see happen based on God’s di-
rection.)

3. The successful stories are like our 
stories with a twist.

Whenever I read a great leader’s au-
tobiography, I’m amazed that they’re 
totally normal with a major difference—
they committed to what they felt called 
to do. And more often than not, great-
ness emerges from an unexpected place. 
There are many modern examples of 
this—see the stories of most of the people 
featured in the History Channel’s The 
Men Who Built America. But even more 
astonishing are the biblical examples. 

The biblical leaders, although flawed, 
were about something more. Unlike the 
great industrial or technological lead-
ers, the biblical leaders were about God’s 
business. And we should be, too.

Peter was a poor fisherman who 
went on to lead the most successful faith 
movement of all time. Moses was a mur-
derer, who likely had a speech impedi-
ment, who God used to lead an entire 
people group out of slavery. Mary was a 
poor woman who became the mother of 
the Son of God and a leader of the Holy 
Spirit’s movement—via Christ’s work 
and actions—on earth.

To add my story to the mix, I had 
a speech impediment so terrible that 
few could understand me—and was 
declared by doctors to be a child who 
would never speak correctly and likely 
would never read well—yet now I edit 
for a living and regularly speak publicly. 
God can do all things—praise be to Him 
alone! Like people of the past, I com-
mitted to the idea of living for God. I 
committed to what God called me to; He 
gave me the strength and abilities to get 
where he planned for me to go, and he 
continues to do so. I am nothing without 
him—absolutely nothing.

I serve a God who is a miracle worker 
and a friend of sinners like me. I serve a 
God who can take a voiceless person and 
give him a voice. And that’s why I believe 
fear has no place in our lives. I also be-
lieve that Christ can overcome any fear 
we have.

As for my friend, God did the same 
for him—he overcame. We stayed 
friends, and it turns out that conversa-
tion was monumental in his life. He is 
successful at what God called him to do.

So, why are you not committing? 
What are you really afraid of? Why are 
you really indecisive? Be honest with 
yourself. Confront what it is holding you 
back. The Almighty God wants what is 
good for you. And the most beautiful 
thing: God will do good for others in 
the process of leading you to do what is 
good for you.

Make a commitment. Be patient upon 
God, but don’t use it as an excuse.
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From His Messenger...

By Kelly McCullough

As was reported on the cover 
of the last issue, there is a PULSE 
movement happening in El Paso, 
and shortly after, in Juarez as well. 
This movement, comprises prayer 
meetings, and training sessions 
all leading up to the main event – 
PULSE on April 24 at the El Paso 
County Coliseum. PULSE is in El 
Paso by invitation of The El Paso 
Youth Ministry Network.

Recently, the UNITY prayer 
and worship gathering was held 
at Beth El Bible Church, with 
over 200 students attending. The 
next gathering, is MOVEMENT, 
which will be held March 5 from 
6:00 to 9:00 pm, at First Baptist 
Church, 805 Montana, El Paso. 
This a training session main-
ly focused toward high school 
through college age, however, 
all age groups are invited and 
welcome to attend - as well as all 
denominations. This training is 
to teach, encourage and inspire 
people of all ages to share their 
faith and the Gospel with others, 
with confidence.

One speaker at the event will 
be Mike Svoboda, who has been 
an Associate Evangelist with 
PULSE full time for two years, 
and worked on a volunteer basis 
for a long time prior to that. Mike 
travels to schools, retreats, youth 
groups – whatever comes his way 
in which he has the opportunity 
to speak with youth about Jesus. 

I recently had the opportunity 
to hold a phone interview with 
Mike, and will share his responses 
here:

1) What is the content of the 
course, and what topics will be 
covered at MOVEMENT?

Mike: This is an evangelism 
training, geared towards getting 
participants to join “the move-
ment” which is what Jesus com-
missioned us all to do – to go into 
all the world and preach / teach 
the Gospel. We want people to 
feel equipped and inspired to go 
forth and do this.

There are five topics in the 
training:

1) Celebration
2) Thanksgiving
3) Motivated by Love
4) A Message to Share
5) Hearts Inclined and Eyes 
  Opened

The students will have work-
books to follow along and work 
through all topics discussed. The 
training will help them learn to 
share their faith and talk through 
the Gospel. We want people to 
understand right from the begin-
ning, that what they are sharing 
is not a “club” they are sharing 
the Good News, the Gospel. Je-
sus loves us and despite that we 
walked away from Him and have 
done wrong – He died for our 
sins, in our place. Life can begin 
when we surrender to Jesus.

2) What is the purpose of the 
training? What ages / who is the 
target?

Mike:  We don’t want people 
that come to feel as they have 
been trained. We want them to 
feel comfortable, encouraged and 
inspired, and have the confidence 
to go out and share their faith, 
the Gospel message with their 
friends and loved ones that they 
have been praying for. Open to 
all age groups, everyone partici-
pates very well with the course. 
Although the training is geared 
towards youth – it is simple and 
clear with a depth to it, which is 
of interest to older people as well. 
So, all are welcome to attend. The 
main event in April – PULSE – 
will be focused on just the youth 
/ college age.

3)  What would a person who 
attends expect to walk away with? 

Mike: They will walk away with 
practical steps of sharing their 
faith, and encouraged to know 
that what they are about to do, is 
what God wants to do in their life. 
Inspired to take the bold step to 
go out and share about Jesus.

4) What is the planned end re-
sult of all these PULSE events?

Mike:  This is all a season of 
outreach includes planned events 
of prayer and worship nights, this 
Movement training which is Per-

sonal Evangelism, and then the 
large event, Pulse. The prayer 
events are that God will move in 
the city and on the campuses, and 
through the hearts of the people. 
Movement, is to equip the people 
to go out and do what God calls 
them to do. Then the Pulse event 
– is Proclamation Evangelism. For 
those who are still too nervous to 
share with others on their own, 
we encourage them to invite their 
friends and loved ones to the 
large event, so that the Gospel will 
be shared with them there in the 
large gathering.

The folks that work with 
PULSE are invited to cities all 
over to come into town and put 
on these events. The hope is 
that through all of the events the 
churches of all denominations 
will unite and work together not 
just through the months of these 
events – but continuing forward 
to reach their communities for 
Christ in a united way. 

Mike wanted to make it clear 
that their group is not coming 
to town to start a Pulse group, 
they are here for the purpose of 
training and equipping people 
in churches, youth groups, etc. 
The hope and prayer is that many 
will be brought into the kingdom 
of Christ during this time, and 
that the “movement” will contin-
ue with individuals sharing the 
Gospel and reaching the lost for 
Christ.

To learn more, visit www.pulseel-
paso.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to two 
of my grandkids: Madison Mc-
Cullough will turn one on Feb. 
15; and Jacob Foix will turn five 
on Feb. 16. I love you both so 
much.

We are told, “Ask and ye 
shall receive.”  Thank you to 
the people who have responded 
to my plea a few issues back. 
Thank you for your support of 
The Messenger. And thank you 
to all of you who are in prayer 
for me, my family and this min-
istry. It means so much to me 
to know that there are those of 
you who believe in and value 
this ministry, and want to part-
ner with us to reach our com-
munities.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for Your un-

failing love, mercy and grace. 
Thank You for Your Salvation 
most of all. I am grateful that 
we who believe in You can know 
that we are Your children, and 
that we will reside for eternity 
with You once we take our last 
breath on earth.

I lift up my children, grand-
children, and all my family 
Father and ask that You keep 
them all happy, healthy, and 
safe. I pray Father that for any 

who don’t know You, that soon 
they will accept You. I pray You 
bless them all physically, men-
tally, spiritually and financially. 
I pray they all can feel Your 
presence with them as they go 
through each day.

I lift up the advertisers Fa-
ther who so gracious give of 
their ad dollars to support this 
ministry. Father, please bless 
each one for their generosity. 
Bless their businesses, church, 
ministry – bless their health, 
family and financial status. I 
thank You Lord for sending 
new supporters, and I ask Fa-
ther that many more will come 
our way so that we can continue 
to serve You through this pa-
per. 

I lift up The Messenger Fa-
ther. I pray that all who read 
any portion of its pages will 
be blessed. I pray that in some 
small way – through the pages 
– this paper can play a role in 
leading people to You. Wheth-
er they are unbelievers, un-
churched, or those who have 
fallen away for a time. Or, even 
Christians who find themselves 
needing a closer walk with You. 

Thank You Father for allow-
ing me to serve You in this way. 
I Love You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

MOVEMENT: 
Interview with Mike Svoboda

Mike Svoboda during a PULSE 
event. Photo provided by Mike 

Svoboda.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
I’m confused about sin. One 

leader says as Christians we are to 
be perfect like Christ - citing His 
telling, “Go and sin no more.” 
While another says, we cannot 
be perfect, that Christ is the only 
being that can be perfect. That 
even as Christians we still sin - 
even he (a Pastor) sins. On one 
hand I am told that the “go and 
sin no more” refers to big sins - 
like sexual things, or stealing, etc. 
And that the sins the Pastor must 
be talking about is little things like 
telling a fib, or drinking alcohol. 
Yet on the other hand - I’m told 
that sin is sin to God - that there is 
no judgment in the size of sin. To 
him murder and a lie are both the 
same size of sin. As new believers 
we want to understand correctly 
ourselves before trying to teach 
our children. Can you help us 
please put this into perspective 
and what exactly is what God 
wants us to believe about sin?

Answers:
God is holy, and His People 

must be holy. While there are 
degrees of sin, we must be sinless 
to be saved and to stand before 
God as righteous. Here’s the 
problem: No human, apart from 
Jesus, can be holy and sinless 
because of our fallen condition. 
Here’s the Good News: Jesus 
was sinless FOR us!  Even more, 
Jesus endured the punishment 
we deserve for our sins to cleanse 
us. God’s commandments against 
sin are intended to reveal our 
condemned condition, so we will 
turn to God for His mercy. God 
then graciously does for us what we 
can’t do for ourselves to meet His 

holy and just requirements. This 
is fully revealed in Jesus Who is 
sinless, perfect and holy on behalf 
of fallen and sinful humanity. 
Christ’s righteousness is counted 
as ours before the Holy Father if 
we trust in His sinlessness for us 
rather than hopelessly trying to be 
perfect ourselves. 

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM) 

You are understandably 
confused about sin for it is a 
difficult and multifaceted concept 
in the New Testament (and 
indeed in the Bible as a whole).  
The Greek New Testament itself 
uses a number of terms which 
range in meaning from simply 
“missing the mark”, to “trespass, 
transgression,” to “disobedience,” 
to “sinful nature,” to “willful 
evil”.  Let me put you at ease 
immediately by telling you that 
no human has ever existed now or 
in the past who lived a completely 
perfect, holy, sinless life, except 
for one:  God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  
Being One with God the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, He was and 
is as sinless as God.  It requires 
that kind of life to redeem the 
rest of us from sin and the deadly 
consequences of sin.  Some of the 
sayings you paraphrase refer to 
the need for believers to refrain, 
in so far as they are able, from 
willfully disobeying God.  As long 
as we are in this life with its body 
of flesh, we will remain prone to 
wander, stray, be faithless, and 
disobey.  But, marvel of marvels, 
Jesus has given us the gift of 
His grace and His Holy Spirit.  
These gifts enable us to live a life 
of obedience.  Not PERFECT 
OBEDIENCE, but obedience 
none the less that is acceptable to 
God our Father.  Worry no more!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

In reality there is only one sin, 
the sin of “disobedience”.  The 
fact that we sin does not mean 
the desire of our Spirit is not in 
compliance with God.  Take for 

example the life of King David.  
David was a man of many sins as 
a result of one sin “disobedience” 
and yet his Spirit was one of 
God’s own heart.  Since we were 
conceived in sin and will live in 
sin (Psalms 51:5; 58:3), it is the 
Spirit that dwells in us that makes 
us perfect.  In I John 3:2, we 
(those that believe) will not see 
our perfection until we come face 
to face with God and with that 
understanding we are compelled 
as zealots to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling 
(Philippians 2:12).  Do not worry 
so much about being perfect, 
focus more on doing the work of 
Christ and let Him perfect you.  
Hope this helps.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

We are no longer dominated 
by our sin. Romans 6. We are not 
to habitually sin as we did in the 
past - I John 1:7-2:3. We are to be 
perfect in love with God as Christ 
was - I John 4 and Matthew 5. 
Read II Corinthians 6:16-7:1.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

As we deal with sin, we do 
understand that nobody is 
perfect and that everyone will 
sin.  I believe there is a difference 
between willful sin and situations 
that we get caught up in and find 
hard to control.  Willful sin, is 
premeditated, when we plan to sin 
ahead of time.  God has a problem 
with this as we see it mentioned in 
Hebrews chapter ten.  When Jesus 
said, “go and sin no more”, He was 
telling us, do not go with a desire 
to sin.  All of us have issues that 
we face that are sin where God is 
concerned.  But we should never 
plan to sin or desire to sin against 
God.  We do understand that all 
sin separates us from God and 
has consequences. But willful sin 
that is planned by us, puts us in 
rebellion against God and will 
bring discipline from God.  So 
what we have to understand is 
the difference between responses 
of the flesh, that we don’t plan 
to do and the sin that we want 
to do in rebellion against God.  
Understand that God will forgive 
both when we truly repent and 
show remorse for what we have 
done.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church 

(Greenup, IL)

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American Steakburger, 
701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
For Christian business owners who desire to run 
their business to glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. For more info 
and to RSVP call Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. Program to 
be announced. Guests welcome. For more info 
call (915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El Paso CCDA 
(Christian Community Development Association) 
has monthly informal gatherings to stay 
connected, build relationships, and keep creative 
ideas flowing. Gatherings are on 3rd Tuesdays at 
6:30pm. For more information and next location, 
please contact Sami DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, 
(915) 269-5528, sami@ciudadnueva.org.

Last Wednesday of each Month 

The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana, El Paso, 7:00 
pm  – 9:00 pm. This is a Non-denominational 
self-help support group for parents, grandparents 
& siblings who have lost children. Facilitator is 
Susan Crews. Bilingual. For more info call (915) 
542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of meeting date.

Saturday, February 20

Single Pursuit Ministry – Healing Place 
Church, 5312 Rio Bravo Drive, Santa Teresa, 
NM, 7:00 pm. Dinner, Door Prizes, and Free 
Childcare provided. Come hear from other 
singles of how God has used this season in their 
lives. Open to singles of all ages: never married, 
divorced, widowed. Sign up today! RSVP to 
bev@hpcep.com.

Wednesday, February 25th

New Foster Parent Orientation (Bilingual) – 
Children’s Hope, 1155 Westmoreland, Ste. 209, 
El Paso, 9:00 am – 11:00 am. The mission of 
Children’s Hope is to facilitate hope and healing 
for abused and neglected children. Please 
consider opening your home to a foster child. For 
more info call (915) 881-1980. 

Thursday, February 26th

Going the Distance – Wyndham Hotel, 2027 
Airway Blvd., El Paso, 7:00 pm. This is a 
fundraising event for Young Life El Paso. The 
Keynote Speaker will be Kevin Sorbo, from the 
movie, “God’s Not Dead.” Young Life’s mission 
statement is ‘Introducing adolescents to Jesus 
Christ and helping them grow in their faith. For 
more info call (915) 276-3767.

Saturday, February 28th

SUNS Health Fair – Family Medicine Clinic, 
9849 Kensworthy St., El Paso, 10:00 am – 
2:00 pm.  FREE Health Fair offering vaccines, 
diabetes and glaucoma screenings, child bicycle 
helmets, HIV and hepatitis C screenings, blood 
pressure checks, dental screenings, prizes, 
entertainment, and more. For more info visit 
www.sunshealthfair.com.

Tuesday, March 3rd

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student Union 
Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-denominational 
ministry exists to challenge college students 
and young professionals to engage the person 
of Jesus Christ, and equip young adults to 
make disciples. Although, One Way is not 
affiliated with any individual church (we are an 
independent non-profit organization), we make 
it a point to connect our guests to a Jesus-
following congregation.  As a ministry, we meet 
the first Tuesday of every college semester 
month (February, March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), and we 
aim to start several smaller community groups, 
discipleship groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: Follow us 
on: Instagram @one_way_ministries; Facebook: 
facebook.com/onewayep and www.onewayep.
org    #onewayep

Thursday, March 5th

MOVEMENT – First Baptist Church, 805 
Montana Ave., El Paso, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. A 
time for the body of Christ to come together for 
an evening of prayer, worship and evangelism 
training. We will be asking God to move on the 
city of El Paso and in the lives of friends and 
family who need Christ along with giving practical 
tools to share our faith with others. Free dinner 
provided at 6:00 pm. For more info call (915) 
533-1465.

Saturday, March 21st

Spring Craft Fair – Immanuel Christian School, 
1201 Hawkins Blvd., El Paso, 9:00 am – 3:00 
pm. All welcome to enjoy the Spring Craft Fair. 
Vendors will have items for Easter, Mother’s Day, 
and Teacher appreciation. There will be music, 
food, and over 40 vendors. For more info call 
(915) 778-6160.
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