
By Lydia Webster

Around 100 people attended the 40 Days 
for Life kickoff prayer rally on President’s 
Day, Monday, Feb. 16 during the lunch hour 
across from the new Whole Woman’s Health 
abortion facility at 3900 E. Lohman Ave. in 
Las Cruces. The crowd, including Catholics 
and Protestants, stretched all along Lohman 
Avenue holding life-affirming signs as traf-
fic passed and they listened to prayers and 
speeches given by local clergy and campaign 
leaders. 

Campaign Coordinator Mark Cavaliere 
shared how effective the first 40 Days for Life 
was last fall - in answer to prayer, the open-
ing of the abortion facility was delayed dur-
ing those 40 days, he said. “But it did open 

eventually, and abortion has been taking 
place in Las Cruces for the last five months,” 
Cavaliere said, “so we’re back with the next 
40 Days for Life campaign.” 

Cavaliere noted the campaign will con-
sist of prayer and fasting, peaceful vigil, 
and community outreach, running from 
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18 to March 29. The 
vigil shifts in front of the abortion provider’s 
building (located behind Dion’s Pizza) will be 
every day from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m, he added.  
At least 10 area churches have offered to cov-
er shifts of 8 hours each, and individuals are 
invited to come and pray at any time. Cava-
liere stressed that 40 Days for Life is cross-de-
nominational, peaceful, and law-abiding - so 
participants must sign a peace statement and 
carry only positive, life-affirming signs. 

Cavaliere described abortion as “epidem-
ic in our world - the leading cause of death.” 
He added that more lives are lost to abortion 
than cancer, heart disease, hunger, and even 
war. “Abortion is a plague,” Cavaliere said, 
“a hidden holocaust.”  He went on to de-
scribe a scenario:

“A young woman finds herself in a 
pregnancy that she wasn’t expecting, her 
boyfriend says he’ll pay for an abortion or 
abandon her, all her friends and family are 
pressuring her to have an abortion. She is 
immersed in a culture that has been telling 
her that a pre-born baby is not a human 
life but is just tissue since she was in grade 
school, and that abortion can empower her 
as a woman.” Cavaliere went on to say, “She 
is not pro-choice. In fact, like 86% of women 
who enter abortion clinics, she feels that she 
has no other choice.”  He said she is at  risk 
of making a decision that will haunt her for a 

lifetime, which can have enormous negative 
consequences on her mind, body, and soul. 
“We must remember that we are here to help 
the mother first, and saving her baby then 
follows as a wonderful side effect.”

He reminded attendees that “this global 
crisis is a local problem, because we are af-
fected by abortion right here, by this one 
facility, and if it is a local problem, then we 
need to engage in a local solution, and you 
are now a part of this local solution, 40 Days 
for Life.” He encouraged those at the rally 
to remember that if they can help just one 
mother and one baby, they will be a part of 
the solution. 

Martha Beasley, the Director of Sidewalk 
Advocates for Life, Las Cruces, a crisis preg-
nancy intervention ministry, said her organi-
zation is a Christ-centered, cross-denomina-
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By Sylvia Gunter

Listen to Zephaniah 3:17. “The 
LORD your God is with you, he is 
mighty to save. He will take great 
delight in you, he will quiet you 
with his love, he will rejoice over 
you with singing.” Listen again 
from the Amplified Bible. “The 
Lord Your God is in the midst of 
you, a mighty One, a Savior who 
saves! He will rejoice over you with 
joy. In his love he will rest in silent 
satisfaction. He will exult over you 
with singing.”   

Receive your Father’s smile 
today. All the affectionate imag-
ery you can muster is only a dim 
picture of how he feels about you. 
You have not yet heard or seen or 
known the majesty of all his great 
love. You have longed and ached 
for a father’s embrace, and you 
have a Father whose heart longs 
for you. Be blessed as you receive 
his embrace. Look into his eyes 
to see him and yourself reflected 
there. He loves you in the way 
you were created to be loved. He 
loves you with his love as strong as 
death. He has come to overwhelm 
you with his love. He will pour out 
over your life everything you need. 
He has saved the best till now.

One thing is necessary: live at 
his feet and rest in his presence. 
Let his peace permeate your mind. 
Let his love calm your heart. As 
your Abba delights in his Beloved 
Son in whom he is well pleased, he 
delights in you in the same way, 
because he is in you and you are 
in him. The prayer of Jesus was 
“Father, let them know deeply that 
as you love me, so you love them, 
they in me and I in you” ( John 
17:21,26 paraphrased). He loves 
you beyond anything you deserve 
or can earn. 

Let his love be the foundation 
of your life, and you will be filled 
again and again in all the promis-
es he has spoken to you. He wants 
you to know that you are beloved 
in the Beloved Son and com-
plete in the finished work of the 
cross, where he dealt with all sin, 
wounds, words, and other hurt-
ful things. God delights in you. 
There’s power in that little phrase. 
“I am the one God likes.” We need 
to live in this truth: “God LIKES 
me” today, every day, every mo-
ment. That doesn’t mean we do 
everything right, but when we do 
something wrong, we come to a 
throne of grace and find mercy to 
help us in our need. Be blessed as 

you receive mercy and grace there, 
that empowering presence of the 
Spirit to believe the truth and live 
in it. Allow God to remove all that 
causes offense.

 Let go of the past, the pain, 
the problems. Turn your back on 
them as you face your Father. Be 
blessed with joy and a different 
peace and a greater rest than you 
have ever known. Be blessed with 
refreshing and renewal in his pres-
ence, as you pursue all that he has 
created you for. 

Spirit, be blessed in your Fa-
ther’s house where there’s a party 
in your honor, to celebrate you, 
just as in Luke 15. Be blessed as he 
rejoices over you with great glad-
ness. Be blessed in the wonderful 
sound of the Lord himself exulting 
over you in happy song.    

Be blessed in the name of your 
Savior who rejoices over you (Zeph 
3:17).

You Are Blessed In The Names 
of God, page 121-122, © Sylvia 
Gunter 2008. 

Available from www.thefa-
thersbusiness.com.  An archive of 
past devotionals is available on the 
website. 

Used by permission of The Father’s 
Business.

Time seems to speed by so 
quickly these days. We find 
ourselves now in the Lenten 
Season once again. During 
this time of year many give 
up something for Lent, while 
others take something up, for 
Lent. Still others – just decide 
to strive harder to become a 
better person, to be more like 
Christ. What does this Season 
mean to you? 

I believe, during this Sea-
son, the Lord wants from us 
what He always wants from us 
– for us to draw closer to Him, 
be in relationship with Him. 
He longs for us to converse 
with Him. We should always 
be in worship, giving praise to 
our Lord – at all times – not 
just during Lenten Season. Un-
fortunately, I have met so many 
people who get SO faithful at 
their “religion” during these 
days of Lent – and then the rest 
of the year, you wouldn’t even 
know they were Christians. 
The Lord doesn’t want us to 
be “religious” – He wants a 
relationship with us. He is the 
ONLY One that is there for us, 
TRULY there for us 24/7. He 
loves us unconditionally. He 
will listen to us, and is ready to 
forgive and provide mercy and 
grace at all times. 

I pray that if you do not have 
a relationship with the Lord – 
that you will choose to change 
that at this time. He is there, 
waiting with arms open wide 
at any given moment for you to 
walk right into them. 

Precious Heavenly Father –

Thank You for all Your pro-

visions. I praise You for who 
You are. I am grateful for Your 
omnipotence and omnipres-
ence. Thank You that I can 
know that I am never alone, 
You are always with me – 
through the good and the bad 
– you walk with me, and carry 
me through. I know I couldn’t 
make it through these days 
without You, and am so grate-
ful that I don’t have to try.

I lift up all who are ill, those 
who are struggling f inancially, 
and those who have lost loved 
ones. I pray Lord that You will 
show yourself evident in their 
lives so that they know You are 
with them. Comfort them, and 
f ill them with the peace that 
only comes from You.

I thank You Father for those 
who have come forward to ad-
vertise, and support The Mes-
senger for a time. Most are for 
just a short time, so Father I 
pray that You bring many oth-
ers who desire to come along-
side this ministry and support 
the work. I pray Father that 
You will bless all those who are 
advertising in these pages in a 
mighty way for their generosi-
ty and support of this ministry. 
Bless their business, their fam-
ily, and their health.  Touch 
the hearts of others even this 
moment – and give them the 
desire to support this minis-
try – to reach others for Christ 
and help build Your kingdom.

I love You my Abba Father. 
In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Blessing of Zephaniah 3:17
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tional initiative.  “It is our primary 
mission to help any woman intend-
ing to abort her baby,” Beasley 
said. “The Sidewalk Advocates 
ministry offers information and as-
sistance regarding the various crisis 
pregnancy resources in Las Cruces 
that can meet her need and get 
her through the unplanned, crisis 
pregnancy she is facing,” Beasley 
added.

She stressed their goal is to not 
only be “the first witness of hope 
to the abortion-bound woman go-
ing into the clinic and to help her 
choose life,” but also “to be present 
as the first sign of mercy to those 
women who may have made the 
tragic choice of abortion as they 
leave.” Both 40 Days for Life and 

Sidewalk Advocates for Life have 
information to share about not 
only local pregnancy resources like 
Care Net Pregnancy Center of Las 
Cruces, but also healing ministries 
for post-abortive women.

In a moment demonstrating 
the compassion and intent of those 
gathered, within just 30 minutes 
the large crowd drew the attention 
of a woman passing by who then 
stopped and spoke with a clergy-
man in attendance about her ongo-
ing struggles with a past abortion. 
A rally participant—post-abortive 
herself—was able to provide her 
with information about Rachel’s 
Vineyard, a local ministry which 
helps post-abortive women and 
men find hope and healing follow-
ing the trauma of abortion. 

Father Enrique Lopez-Escalera, 
Pastor of St. John Paull II, a parish 
in Santa Teresa, Father Bill Mc-

Cann, Rector of the Cathedral of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and 
Pastor Richard King of First Bap-
tist Church of Las Cruces led the 
group in prayer.

For information about partici-
pating in 40 Days for Life in Las 
Cruces, visit: www.40daysforlife.
com/lascruces. 

On Facebook:www.facebook.
com/LasCruces40DaysforLife.

For information about train-
ing for Sidewalk Advocates for 
Life, contact Martha Beasley at 
(575)640-9076 or email at bslm-
rvls@aol.com.

For crisis pregnancy help, con-
tact Care Net Pregnancy Center 
at (575) 526-6242 or visit www.
carenetlascruces.com.

To find local area retreat dates 
and contact information for Ra-
chel’s Vineyard, visit www.rachels-
vineyard.org.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline are 
published. Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The Messenger’s 
blog site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join this 
panel – OR - if you have a question you 
would like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
I was told that it is sacrilegious 

to have crosses either in 
jewelry or on display that are 
not just straight vertical and 
horizontal lines. Supposedly if 
there is any design to them, or 
gems added, etc. that wearing 
them displaying them is sinful. 
Is this true? And if so - why do 
so many Christian stores sell 
them? I have seen decorative 
or adorned crosses in many 
churches - and I know many 
Christians who wear beautiful 
cross jewelry that is not just 
straight lines. I have many 
myself and would hate to have 
to get rid of them, yet I want to 
be obedient to the Lord. Can 
you share scripture or insight 
to help with this?

Answers:
I think the underlying issue has 

to do with the heart-based intention 
for wearing or displaying a cross (or 
a fish, dove, Scripture verse, etc.). 
First, I am doubtful that the type, 
adornment, or artistry of a cross 
is significantly relevant.  Second, 
if one is a Christian, a genuine 
Believer in what the Cross represents 
which is the saving truth that Jesus 
suffered and died in your place for 
your sin, then I think a cross can 
serve as an evangelistic witness 
to others. Christians are called to 
make disciples and to proclaim 
‘Christ and Him crucified’ which is 

key to the Gospel. Lastly, wearing 
or displaying a cross (or any other 
symbol associated with Christianity) 
is not what identifies one as a true 
disciple of Jesus.  Others will know 
true Christians by their sacrificial 
and serving love for one another 
( John 13:34-35).  

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM) 

Two New Testament passages 
which come to mind are as follows:  
1 Timothy 2:9 (see context); and 1 
Peter 3:1-5.  The first passage urges 
moderation and modesty in one’s 
choice of adornment.  The second 
one speaks of the high importance 
of spiritual adornment for women.  
In the days of the apostles pagan 
women habitually wore heavy make-
up.  Those who became Christians 
carried this custom with them into 
their new-found life with Christ.  
Paul and Peter spoke of moderation 
outwardly and the cultivation of 
an inner beauty that comes from 
the growth of Christian character.  
They were trying to help women in 
their day learn what kind of beauty 
God preferred and was most pleased 
with.  I believe you would be well-
guided by these teachings in your 
modern day decisions about make-
up, cosmetics, fashion, and (frankly) 
“bling”.  It is not sinful to wear your 
jewelry.  Nor does it matter if the 
cross is bejeweled or not.  But you 
should seriously consider whether 
you wear this jewelry to witness 
to Jesus Christ or call attention to 
yourself.  Be governed by your honest 
answer before God.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

When we talk about wearing 
jewelry and in specific crosses, we 
have no exact guidance in the Bible. 
It does say that we are to adorn our 

heart or our spirit, as opposed to 
adorning the outside

of our body.  The principle being, 
we should never fix ourselves up to 
look good and neglect our

walk with the Lord.  Concerning 
the wearing of a cross, I don’t think 
Jesus would condemn us for wearing 
one with jewels in it.  After all, the 
foundation of New Jerusalem with 
be adorned with all kinds of precious 
stones.  Knowing this Paul said we 
should be sensitive to the conscious of 
others.  So if we have liberty as seen 
in 1 Corinthians 8:9, we never want 
it to be a stumbling block for others.  
So if what we wear offends others, 
then we should not do that which 
brings an offense.  But if there is 
nobody offended by wearing a cross, 
then you have freedom to wear it.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church 

(Greenup, IL)

There has been innumerous 
amounts of discussions, teachings, 
and ordinances established in 
every known religion among men 
concerning the reverence of the 
cross.  However, this issue of the 
design of the cross and if a person 
of faith should display it or not.  
The Bible gives instruction on the 
practice of creating and displaying 
images.  In Exodus 20:4, God 
gives the command not to make 
any graven image (pretty straight 
forward).  However, in Leviticus 
26:1, clarity is given to the command 
not to make no idols or graven 
images “to bow down unto it”.  The 
text in Deuteronomy 4:16, provides 
the rationale behind responding to 
an idol or graven image in that we 
corrupt ourselves.  In Romans 1:23, 
Paul shows the end results of creating 
an idol and graven image in that 
man fails to keep faith in God and 
puts faith in a man created image 
which is corruptible and reject the 
incorruptible God totally in violation 

of the commandment mentioned in 
Exodus 20:4.  So displaying the cross 
is not the issue (regardless of how one 
may see the design) but rather how 
the image is being utilized.  Finally, 
if we as Christians are going to create 
a dividing point on images, then the 
state of Israel has a real problem 
(hint the Star of David).

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

All you know now is not to give 
them a cross as a gift.  It is not 
wearing/or not wearing a cross but 
taking up yours daily that marks 
you as a Christian.  Matthew 16:24 
states “Then Jesus …”Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.”  (NIV).  All symbols 
draw meaning from the message it 
communicates to the viewer and 
the wearer.  Traditionally Peter 
was executed on a cross that was 
upside down so it become a symbol 
for humility of Peter for centuries. 
But recently the upside-down cross 
is used as a symbol of atheism, 
humanism, and the occult so many 
find it offensive.  Just like some 
readers right now who are offended 
that I quoted from the NIV and not 
the KJV. Whatever you decide, you 
will offend someone so do not fall into 
the trap of substituting obedience to 
the “weaker” or  “legalist” for 
obedience to Christ. So ask yourself 
are you wearing it to remind yourself 
to take up yours or offend your 
“weaker” brother?

Pastor Bill Belgie
Open Gate Church

(El Paso, TX)

I don’t know of any Scripture to 
back up the claim of this being a 
sin.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.

Wednesday, February 25th

New Foster Parent Orientation 
(Bilingual) – Children’s Hope, 
1155 Westmoreland, Ste. 209, 
El Paso, 9:00 am – 11:00 am. 
The mission of Children’s Hope 
is to facilitate hope and healing 
for abused and neglected 
children. Please consider 
opening your home to a foster 
child. For more info call (915) 

881-1980. 

Thursday, February 26th

Going the Distance – Wyndham 
Hotel, 2027 Airway Blvd., 
El Paso, 7:00 pm. This is a 
fundraising event for Young Life 
El Paso. The Keynote Speaker 
will be Kevin Sorbo, from the 
movie, “God’s Not Dead.” 
Young Life’s mission statement 
is ‘Introducing adolescents to 
Jesus Christ and helping them 
grow in their faith. For more 
info call (915) 276-3767.

Tuesday, March 3rd

One Way Ministries – UTEP 
Student Union Cinema, 7:00 

pm. This non-denominational 
ministry exists to challenge 
college students and young 
professionals to engage the 
person of Jesus Christ, and 
equip young adults to make 
disciples. Although, One Way is 
not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent 
non-profit organization), we 
make it a point to connect our 
guests to a Jesus-following 
congregation.  As a ministry, 
we meet the first Tuesday of 
every college semester month 
(February, March, April, May, 
September, October, November, 
and December), and we aim to 
start several smaller community 
groups, discipleship groups, 
and Bible studies that meet on a 

weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @
one_way_ministries; Facebook: 
facebook.com/onewayep and 
www.onewayep.org
#onewayep

Thursday, March 5th

MOVEMENT – First Baptist 
Church, 805 Montana Ave., El 
Paso, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. A 
time for the body of Christ to 
come together for an evening 
of prayer, worship and 
evangelism training. We will 
be asking God to move on the 
city of El Paso and in the lives 
of friends and family who 
need Christ along with giving 
practical tools to share our 

faith with others. Free dinner 
provided at 6:00 pm. For more 
info call (915) 533-1465.

Saturday, March 14th

The Center for Self 
Governance Level 1 Class – 
Hosted by Laurraine Huffman 
at the Better Business Bureau, 
550 E. Paisano, El Paso, 9:00 
am – 5:00 pm. The mission 
is to competently empower 
citizens to influence elected 
officials and policy in order 
to keep the Republic that our 
Founding Fathers gave us. 
Cost is $50. For more info call 
(915) 269-7719 or visit www.
center forselfgovernance.
com.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
The Dove in Scripture

Wings of Faith

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

Sometimes all of us feel like we 
would like to get away from the 
rat race and experience a long 
rest.  Pressures from our jobs or 
pressures related to family ill-
nesses that continue to last month 
after month, year after year con-
sume our entire lives, leaving us 
yearning for a time of rest.  David 
experienced the same feelings, 
wishing he had the wings of a 
dove in order to fly away to a far 
away, quiet spot of solitude and be 
at rest.  We can find that solitude 
and rest in our fellowship with the 
Lord.  It is possible to be in such 
fellowship and communion with 
the Lord that we do not have to 
literally go away to another loca-
tion.  When we fly on the wings of 
faith we can soar to a place where 
we have a real deep fellowship 
with the Lord and experience de-
sired solitude and rest.

When you feel that over-
whelming need to escape, try 
soaring away on the wings of 
faith through deep fellowship and 
communion with the Lord!

“Fearfulness and trembling 
are come upon me, and horror 
hath overwhelmed me.  And I 
said, ‘Oh that I had wings like a 
dove! for then would I fly away, 
and be at rest.  Lo, then would 
I wander far off, and remain in 
the wilderness.’  Selah ”  (Psalm 
55:5-7)

The Dove in Scripture
Emblem of Innocence

We have previously seen that 
Scripture represents the dove as 
a symbol of love and peace, but a 
symbol the dove represents that is 
just as important is that of inno-
cence.  When Jesus was giving His 
disciples instructions for going out 
in His service, He described the 
hard road that would be before 
them.  He first warns them that 
they will be meek and defense-
less as they go into an unfriendly 
and cruel world; yet, they were to 
exercise prudence, not provok-
ing danger as they deal with the 
world.  They would accomplish 
this by combining, under the 
Holy Spirit’s direction, their pru-
dence and uprightness, being in-
nocent by refraining from saying 
or doing anything of a question-
able nature before the world.

As Christ’s follower, can you 
respond to the challenge He put 
forth to His disciples and truly be 
His messenger to the world?

 “Behold, I send you out as 
sheep in the midst of wolves; so be 
shrewd as serpents and innocent 
as doves.”  (Matthew 10:16 - NA
SB)                                                                 

May God Richly Bless You 
Today

If you would like to know more 
about having a relationship with 
Christ, please contact me at bwoolley-
cpa@msn.com or bwoolleyjr@gmail.
com.

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless otherwise 
noted. (Bracket and capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.) Archives of 
At the Father’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.com. Span-
ish translation of archives can be found 
at alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.com. To 
add someone to our contact list contact 
me at the email addresses listed above.

(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.



Classes begin January 5, 2015


