
By Shawn McEvoy

Rejoice always; pray without ceas-
ing; in everything give thanks; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18

“God’s will for my life”... how often 
have you pondered that notion? Studied 
it? Read untold books about it? Know 
people who torture themselves trying to 
locate it?

Well, here we have an obvious chunk 
of it, even compact and useful just as 
we like things to be, tucked away at the 
close of Paul’s first letter to the church 
at Thessalonica. “This is God’s will for 
you...,” it says.

Well, yes, it says that, and it sure is 
pretty - almost poetic - but is it deep 
enough? Shouldn’t there be more? Is it 
practical?

Okay. Then let’s go Old Testament. 
Prophetic. Action-oriented. Micah 6:8 
says, “He has told you, O man, what is 
good; And what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?”

It’s still simple, still bunched in a 
group of three, still indicating that 
there’s no big mystery way far out there 
which must be solved before we know 
how to act or decide, or how God wants 
us to act or decide.

So why do we seek for more?
I think it’s because the ridiculously 

simple, paradoxically enough, is ridicu-
lously hard, and we know it. G.K. Ches-
terton famously said, “The Christian 
ideal has not been tried and found want-
ing. It has been found difficult and left 
untried.”

We could spend a lot of time discuss-
ing the ins-and-outs of how easy or hard 
God’s will is, and where else in His Word 
we can find snippets of it. One woman 
from my Bible fellowship class is fond of 
asking during our lessons, “What does 
that look like?” Let’s ponder on that for 
a minute here.

The situation is this: you’ve been sent 
on a missionary journey via a clear call-
ing from God. The resources were there, 

the people willing. You are leading your 
group through a city when you encoun-
ter a psychic who keeps taunting you. 
After a while, through calling on the 
name of Jesus you cast out the evil spirit 
within her. Hooray! Score one for the 
Lord, and your group! But alas, there is 
no praise here, because those who had 
been making some cash off the now-set-
free woman’s powers aren’t happy with 
you. They drag your group before local 
law enforcement, have you beaten, and 
thrown into prison. Hey now!

At this point, I am saying, “God, this 
is NOT your will. YOU made it very 
clear we were to come on this trip, and 
we even did a miracle for you! Now we’re 
injured, in jail... I don’t even know how 
I’m going to get home much less con-
tinue to be effective for you from here! 
I want a telephone, I want a lawyer, and 
I want you to reveal your ACTUAL will, 
right now, and suffer no more discom-
fort while doing what you sent us to do!”

And with that, my missionary jour-
ney would come to a close. But not the 
Apostle Paul’s, not as we have it recorded 
in Acts 16:16-40  which is one of my all-
time favorite passages. Paul, who knew 
God’s will better than I, and practiced it, 
knew to “rejoice always.” And so, blood-
ied and with his feet in stocks, he sings. 
Seriously, he sings hymns of praise. He 
also knew to “pray without ceasing,” and 
so, in verse 25, that’s exactly what you 
find - Paul and Silas praying... at mid-
night, even.

The missionaries on this journey got 
out of God’s way by doing the simple 
things that God had willed for them to 
do, so that God was free to let fly with 
His own big, complex, miraculous will 
for everyone else. An earthquake shakes 
open the prison, snapping chains in the 
process. Prisoners, however, stay where 
they are. A jailer, about to kill himself, 
holds his sword, and moments later ac-
cepts Jesus into his heart. Then his fam-

ily joins the flock, all because those he 
had persecuted chose to “love kindness.”

At every step of the journey, Paul, Si-
las, and their companions chose to walk 
humbly, give thanks, and do what was 
just (speaking of which, once officially 
released, Paul did have some words of 
justice regarding their citizenship and 
treatment for the magistrates).

It’s absolutely amazing to me the ways 
that God plans to accomplish His Will 
(big “W”) on earth. His will in my life 
has already been decided. It is my job to 
walk humbly, get out of the way, always 
be in prayer, always rejoicing no matter 
what situation I’m in. But how often do 
we come back to the same situation, sit-
ting in my car, simple traffic jam, me 
needing to be somewhere, telling God, 
“Did you not ordain that I should do 
such and such today? Or get this amount 
of work done so I can spend this amount 
of time with my family? Then this is 
on you unless you make such-and-such 
happen now!”

Sigh... how many miracles have I 
missed?

No, God’s will for my life isn’t diffi-
cult to know. It’s just frustratingly hard 
to do if self is at the center. And that’s the 
crux of the very question itself, “What is 
God’s will for MY life?”

Perhaps when we get out of the way, 
we shall see better.

Intersecting Faith & Life: How long 
will it take to learn the lesson that even 
if I know I am doing God’s will it doesn’t 
mean everything will appear to go 
smoothly along the way? That there are 
purposes I either don’t know or am un-
willing to consider could be a part of 
inconvenience? If you’re like me, start 
learning today by making note of every 
story in the Bible that suffers a delay, 
interruption, inconvenience or other 
problem before God’s promised pay-
off. (Hint: start with guys like Joseph, 
and Abraham...) 

Shawn McEvoy is Crosswalk.
com’s Managing Editor. Used by permis-
sion of Crosswalk.com
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From His Messenger...

By Sylvia Gunter

Psalm 5:12 “For surely, 
O LORD, you bless the righ-
teous; you surround them with 
your favor as with a shield.” 
And Job 10:12 “You gave me 
life and showed me kind-
ness, and in your providence 
watched over my spirit.”

Beloved one, know the as-
surance of your Father’s bless-
ing, his presence, his favor, 
and his surrounding grace. 
Who you are and everything 
you have is the result of his fa-
vor. He is your sun and shield, 
and his honor validates you 
(Ps. 84:11). Your Abba wants to 
take you as his precious child 
right up next to his heart to-
day. He will keep you close 
and make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you (Num 
6:24-25). Your Father smiles 
on you today with his compas-
sion and his full blessing as 
you seek him (Isa 30:18). He 
has written this day of your life 
in his book. He knew you be-
fore you were born (Ps 139:16). 
You are constantly on his mind 
(Ps 139:17-18). 

Be blessed to know that 
your Father’s providence goes 
before you to provide for your 
every need. He is with you to 
strengthen you and keep you 
from harm (1 Chron 4:10). Be 
blessed as his favor rests on his 
appointed work through your 
hands (Ps 90:17), because his 
purposes and power for you 

are great.
Dear one, you need favor 

with your authorities whom 
God has placed over you and 
with those in decision-making 
positions (Ezra 7:27; Neh 1:11). 
His Word says, “The king’s 
heart is in the hand of the 
LORD; he directs it like a wa-
tercourse wherever he pleases” 
(Pro 21:1). Be blessed as God 
breaks through all hindrances 
and uses all concerned with 
you to fulfill his will on your 
behalf. 

Let your Abba protect your 
emotions, as he surrounds you 
with the shield of his pres-
ence (Ps 5:12). He promises 
that weeping may endure for 
a night, his anger is but for a 

moment, but joy comes in the 
morning, and his favor lasts 
for your lifetime (Ps 30:5). He 
keeps you today in the favor of 
his love and faithfulness (Pro 
3:3-4). He withholds no good 
thing from you as you live be-
fore him blamelessly (Ps 84:11). 

Be blessed in the name of the 
One who rejoices today in doing 
you good

  (Jer 32:41).
Taken from You are Blessed 

In The Names Of God, page 50, 
©2008 Sylvia Gunter. Used by 
permission of the fathersbusi-
ness.com.

 Available from www.thefa-
thersbusiness.com.  An archive 
of past devotionals is available 
on the website. 

As I write this I am feeling 
incredibly happy and blessed. 
I have just recently finished 
moving into a wonderful 
home that I could never have 
imagined I would get to live 
in. I have to say a HUGE 
thank you to the owners of 
the house for offering me the 
opportunity to reside in this 
home, and pay no more than 
I was paying previously. I feel 
like a queen in a castle, I truly 
do. When I think of who I am 
dealing with for this home 
– I am reminded of a term 
I heard many, many years 
back – “Christians should be 
like Jesus, with skin on”. This 
woman truly exudes that sen-
timent. She and her whole 
family have been incredibly 
giving and helpful during the 
past weeks. I won’t list her 
name, because I am certain as 
humble as she is – she would 
not want me to. I will ask – for 
those of you reading – please 
say prayers of blessings for 
her, her family, and her min-
istry – even at the moment 
you read this. Although you 
don’t know her name – the 
Lord will know.

I moved for six days by 
myself, and then over the 
last weekend several “angels” 
blessed me with their help. 
I have to say a HUGE thank 
you to them as well. On Satur-
day, a couple fellow Rotarians 
from my club came to help: 
James and Victor – thank 
you! On Sunday, James wasn’t 
able to help so he arranged 
for others to come help – so 
thank you to Matt, Michael 
and Rudy. On Sunday, my son 
Shawne, Jenn and Brandon 
came – bringing along also 
precious Madison – so I was 

able to pause every now and 
then and kiss on her face and 
see her beautiful smile.

The help with the move, 
and the beautiful new home 
are such blessings. BUT, I 
got more happy news of bless-
ing this evening. My baby, 
and her babies and husband 
will be here in a few weeks 
for about a four day visit for 
Spring Break!  I am ecstatic 
and so happy to get to be with 
them all again. By the time 
they come it will have been 
nine months since they moved 
to the Houston area and I last 
saw them. I miss them terri-
bly – and am praising God for 
this blessing. Please join me in 
prayer for them that nothing 
happens to prevent the trip, 
and for safe travels.

Prayer Requests:
Anonymous prayer request 

received by mail (El Paso) she 
asked I not reveal her name.

Beth McCullough (Gree-
nup, IL) dealing with medical 
issues.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Father for all 

the blessings bestowed upon 
me. I am so grateful for all 
that You are doing. I thank 
You for the kindness and gen-
erosity of my new landlord 
and her family and all they 
have done to help me. I pray 
that You pour blessings on 
each of them, and bless their 
ministry and business; as well 
as their health and relation-
ships.

I lift up each of those who 
helped me with the move – 
Father pour blessings upon 
each of them and allow them 
to feel Your presence in a very 
real way.

Expect God’s Favor

I lift up the anonymous 
prayer request – Father I don’t 
know what the need is, and 
I don’t need to know – You 
know who she is, and what 
the need is. I pray Father that 
You work in this person’s life 
in whatever way she needs. 
Help her to feel Your loving 
arms around her, and to know 
that You are always there with 
her.

I lift up Beth Father and 
ask that You touch her body 
and heal her. I ask that You 
be with all the doctors she 

will be dealing with and give 
them wisdom and guide them 
in the correct treatment plan 
or course of action. Give her 
peace as she goes through this 
possible long process. 

I pray also for all those 
reading who are suffering ill-
ness, financial despair, broken 
relationships, loss of a loved 
one, etc. I ask Father that 
You walk with each of them 
through their valley. Give 
them the comfort and peace 
that only can come from You.

Father I ask that You help 

things to go as planned for 
the Foix family to make the 
trip here, and give the same 
traveling mercies. I thank You 
SO much for this blessing.

I pray for continued sup-
port from advertisers so The 
Messenger can continue to 
reach the communities it 
serves. 

I love You, thank You, and 
praise You for all You are and 
all You do.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Support The Messenger
Advertise Today. 

329-0824



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with 
the others on The Messenger’s blog 
site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have 
a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
I heard a radio evangelist state 

on the radio that Jesus is sitting 
at the right hand of the Father 
in his “glorified human body.”  
This confused me - I was always 
taught that Jesus, and those of us 
in Christ - would be in Heaven in 
glorified spiritual bodies. Will we 
have human bodies in Heaven? Is 
there somewhere in Scripture that 
explains this? If so, please share 
scriptural address so I can read 
for myself.

Answers:
You are right concerning the 

glorified body being a spiritual 
body.  Jesus is at the right hand of 
the Father in His glorified body, 
but that body is not flesh and blood 
as we know it.  John 4:24 says “God 
is a Spirit and those who worship 
Him must worship Him in Spirit 
and in truth.”  In 1 Corinthians 
chapter 15, it is devoted to saying 
that this body of flesh we live in 
cannot go to heaven.  This body is 
sinful and no sin will enter heaven.  
It explains in depth the difference 
between the body we live in now 
and the body that will go to heaven.  
Finally it says in verse 50 that 
“flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God.”  We will live 
for eternity in an incorruptible 

glorified body, but this eternal 
body is not flesh and cannot be.  
When we have questions about the 
things of God, we always go to the 
Word of God.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

In Genesis 1:26, God said, let Us 
make man in our image, thus we 
have the human form in the image 
(likeness) of God.  In John 1:14, the 
write states that “the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us.” God in 
the form of human man.  In Luke 
24:39, after the bodily resurrection, 
Jesus tells His disciples “Behold my 
hand and my feet (human form)…
handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, ye see me 
have.”  Remember, in the Godhead, 
at the second coming of Christ, 
our human form and spiritual 
form are reunited completing our 
full likeness of Christ as stated in 
1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as he is.”

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

We will absolutely have 
glorified human bodies in heaven!  
Jesus’ resurrection body was a 
physical, flesh and blood human 
body.  Remember the appearances 
He made to His disciples?  He ate 
in their presence to prove He was 
not a spirit and invited them to 
touch Him (see Luke 24:39).  Acts 
1 records where Jesus physically 
ascended into heaven while the 
disciples watched, and then they 
were told by angels that Jesus 
would return again in the same 
manner – physically.  Paul speaks 

of our being given resurrection 
bodies like Jesus, meaning that 
our failing, imperfect human 
bodies will be transformed in the 
instant Jesus returns into perfect 
re-created bodies that will no 
longer fail, be subject to sickness 
and weakness and will last for 
eternity.  God made the original 
physical creation “very good” 
(Genesis 1:31), and therefore there 
is nothing inherently sinful, evil 
or unspiritual about the physical 
bodies that He gave us at creation.  
Humanity’s sin has caused the 
physical as well as spiritual 
problems that plague us in this 
life, but all that will be remade 
at Jesus’ return (1 Corinthians 
15:20-58).  Paul specifically 
addresses the question “How are 
the dead raised?  And with what 
kind of body do they come?” (1 
Corinthians 15:35) by saying, 
“There are also heavenly bodies 
and earthly bodies, but the glory 
of the heavenly one is one, and the 
glory of the earthly is another…  
So also is the resurrection of the 
dead.  It is sown a perishable body, 
it is raised an imperishable body” 
(1 Corinthians 15:40, 42).  Those 
living when Jesus returns will be 
transformed instantly physically 
to incorruptible bodies that will 
be like the bodies God gave Adam 
and Eve at creation before sin 
entered the world.  What a glorious 
future we have to look forward 
to enjoying.  But receiving these 
wondrously recreated bodies at 
Jesus’ return is totally dependent 
on our decision now, in this life, 
to trust in God’s offer of salvation 
by accepting Jesus Christ as Savior 
now. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

The apostle Paul wrote in 1 

Cor 15 that our earthly body will 
be changed to an imperishable 
body.  Perhaps, the speaker 
was referring to this change. 
We tend to understand things 
based on our background or 
past: life experience, education, 
hope. When Paul wrote of his 
revelation from Jesus in 2 Cor 
12:2, Paul admits he did not 
know whether he was in his body 
or not.  Likewise, we don’t know 
exactly what heaven will be like 
or precisely what kind of bodies 
we will have.  
Jesus repeatedly said when 
he was teaching on this earth, 
“Heaven is like.”  Mankind does 
not yet have the vocabulary to 
completely understand heaven 
and how it will be for us. For 
instance, the book of Revelation 
says the streets will be made of 
gold, but in the highly figurative 
language of this book that is 
largely hyperbole, “gold” should 
not be taken literally.  You are 
correct regarding the spiritual 
nature of our bodies in heaven. 
Our understanding should be 
that heaven is going to be even 
better than we can imagine.  
We will be with the divine 
surrounded by the multitude of 
faithful. How beautiful heaven 
must be.

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

In the kingdom of God we 
have both in sense. The spiritual 
body will preserve us for eternal 
ages and the human body will be 
sinless and perfect like Christ’s 
body. He is our man in heaven. 
I John 3:1 and following verses, 1 
Corinthians 15

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com. 

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@
gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El Paso CCDA 
(Christian Community Development 
Association) has monthly informal 
gatherings to stay connected, build 

relationships, and keep creative ideas 
flowing. Gatherings are on 3rd Tuesdays 
at 6:30pm. For more information and 
next location, please contact Sami 
DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, (915) 269-
5528, sami@ciudadnueva.org.

Last Wednesday of each Month
 
The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 pm. This is a Non-
denominational self-help support group 
for parents, grandparents & siblings who 
have lost children. Facilitator is Susan 
Crews. Bilingual. For more info call 
(915) 542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of 
meeting date.

Saturday, March 14th

The Center for Self Governance Level 
1 Class – Hosted by Laurraine Huffman 
at the Better Business Bureau, 550 E. 
Paisano, El Paso, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. 

The mission is to competently empower 
citizens to influence elected officials and 
policy in order to keep the Republic that 
our Founding Fathers gave us. Cost is 
$50. For more info call (915) 269-7719 or 
visit www.centerforselfgovernance.com.

Saturday, March 21st

Spring Craft Fair – Immanuel Christian 
School, 1201 Hawkins Blvd., El Paso, 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm. All welcome to 
enjoy the Spring Craft Fair. Vendors will 
have items for Easter, Mother’s Day, 
and Teacher appreciation. There will be 
music, food, and over 40 vendors. For 
more info call (915) 778-6160.

El Paso Women’s Conference – El 
Paso Bible Church, 5730 Saplinas, 
El Paso, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. Guest 
Speaker is Gracia Burnham who along 
with her husband was held hostage by 
a radical Muslim group for over a year. 
Gracia finally made it out with her life, 

her husband did not. She will share of 
her experience and how God provided 
the strength to get through it, while 
explaining that all women have the same 
strength and should never give up hope 
in any circumstances. Lunch and Coffe 
will be provided – but tickets  must be 
purchased for the Conference at: http://l.
facebook.com

Friday, March 27th

Viva la Mujer – Café Mayapan, 2000 
Texas Ave., El Paso, 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm. 
In honor of Women’s History Month, all 
are invited to attend the showcase of local 
female talent and celebration of notable 
women in history. Also featured will be an 
art exhibit, dance performances and live 
musical entertainment. For more info call 
(915) 219-8554.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
In an amazing passage of 

Scripture we see the eagle 
used as an illustration of the 
extent the Lord can pick us 
up when we need it the most.  
When we are walking with 
that load that is weighing us 
down to the extent we cannot 
keep going, the Lord will keep 
us from fainting; when we are 
running and serving the Lord 
to the extent our weariness is 
breaking us down, the Lord 
will sustain and uphold us; 
and when our faith has suf-
fered a blow from our spiri-
tual foes, the Lord will renew 
and strengthen our faith to 
allow us to contend with our 
spiritual foes and face the tri-
als of life knowing He is with 
us.  How do we access these 
promises?  We wait on the 
Lord, trust in His Word, and 
place our confidence in His 
promises.

 Regardless of where you 
are in your life, place your 
trust in the Lord and be ready 
to experience the rejuvena-
tion He will provide for you!

 “But they that wait upon 
the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not 
faint.”  (Isaiah 40:31)

 Burdens
Making Us Better

 There is probably no one 
that truly enjoys being bur-
dened with mistreatment or 
any type of persecution; how-
ever, our trust and faith in 
God enables us to overcome.  
We know from Scripture that 
the Egyptians held the He-
brew people in slavery and 
worked them ruthlessly; yet, 
it was the Israelites who over-
came by multiplying and pros-
pering while in captivity.  It is 
well documented that where 
people have faced hardships 
and persecutions because of 
their faith in the Lord, He 
has enabled them to overcome 
and His Word has spread. Al-
though burdens may cause us 
to feel defeated, we will be-
come better people when we 
remain faithful to the Lord.

Remain true to God during 
the worst situations, and He 
will help you overcome and 
become a better person!

“But the more they afflict-
ed them, the more they mul-
tiplied and grew.  And they 
were grieved because of the 
children of Israel.”  (Exodus 
1:12)                                                                        

May God Richly Bless You 
Today

If you would like to know 
more about having a relation-
ship with Christ, please con-
tact me at bwoolleycpa@msn.
com or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com.

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted. 
(Bracket and capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.) Ar-
chives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathers-
feet.wordpress.com. Spanish 
translation of archives can 
be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add some-
one to our contact list contact 
me at the email addresses list-
ed above.
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Daniel Lucas

915-779-2489
6560 Montana Ave Suite 6 | El Paso

(Between Airway & Sioux)

Just ask us.


