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 Have you heard God calling you to travel 
thousands of miles to share His Gospel to people you 
have never met?  King’s Kids El Paso, a ministry of 
Youth with a Mission Group based here in El Paso, 
gives our youth an opportunity for just that. For 35 
years, Vinnie & Jodie Carafano have been leading 
teams of youth to the far reaches of the earth with 
the message of Jesus’ love. This July,  a group of 
youth ages 14- 18 along with 8 adults will be going to 
the Philippines and Hong Kong to minister through 
performing arts ministry, street evangelism, school 
assemblies and leadership training.    

Most of these youth have been preparing for 
such a trip since they were 9 years old as part of 
the Junior Team that King’s Kids offers for 9-13 
year olds. The Junior and Senior team minister 
locally through Spring Break outreaches as well 
as monthly outreaches throughout El Paso. These 
youth train to prepare for an international trip of a 
lifetime like this.    

This year’s team is excited to go for various 
reasons. Several have a heart for the Philippines 
because other family members have traveled 
there to serve. King’s Kids traveled there for four 
previous summer trips of 5 weeks each. Some love 
the fact that with a high percentage of English 
speakers on Cebu and Bohol make it is a much 
easier trip to effectively communicate. Others love 
that many of the ministry opportunities will include 
performing arts such as dance and drama. It is also 
a blessing to be greeted by familiar faces. In Cebu, 
David and Hilary Overton along with several other 
native El Pasoans will be hosting the team. David 
and Hilary were both part of King’s Kids during 

their teen years and found their calling to go into 
full time ministry through the medical midwifery 
clinic Glory Reborn. Hilary founded the clinic over 
12 years ago in one of the poorest areas of Cebu 
Island.

In the Philippines, the team will do children’s 
Vacation Bible School outreaches, street 
performance ministry and help in the medical 
clinic. In Hong Kong, the trip will be focused on 
training 1600 youth and leaders from all over the 
country at a huge camp. The impact of this trip will 
be amazing. 

This mission trip will not be without its challenges: 
long flights, hot, humid weather, sleeping on floors 
of local churches, bucket showers and sharing close 
quarters. Not many teenagers would voluntarily do 
this for a week much less for 5 weeks but these kids 
will also put in long hours to fundraise and prepare 
for the opportunity.     

Each team member needs to raise $3,300 to 
share in this trip.  Fundraising looks different 
for each team member. They all do work such as 
babysitting, mowing lawns and coordinating bake 
sales, but busy students rarely have time to earn 
the full amount this way. Most ask friends, family, 
churches and businesses  to come along side and 
support them through tax deductible donations to 
the ministry. This is an experience that they will 
draw on the rest of their life as our future Christian 
leaders. 

Not everyone is called to do such a trip. We are 
blessed to have 40 youth and adults eager to go this 
year.   Please consider a donation to King’s Kids El 
Paso to help this team meet their fundraising goals. 
Send donations to King’s Kids El Paso, 936 West 
Sunset, El Paso, TX  79922. Thanks and God bless 
you! We appreciate your prayers.
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I want to wish my mom, June 
McCullough, a belated “Happy 
Mother’s Day”! Yet another year 
and holiday that we couldn’t be 
together to celebrate. I’m so sorry 
for this. Please know I love you 
and miss you! I also wish all other 
mothers who are reading this the 
same as well.

In brief update about Sarah:
She is continuing to receive 

intensive chemo, and has begun 
radiation as well. She has also 
begun the home type of tutoring / 
schooling in hopes she can keep up 
with her studies. School, and doing 
well at it has always been of great 
importance to Sarah. Because 
of this, there is a great need for 
a computer to help her do and 
keep up with her studies. A laptop 
would be ideal so that she could 
use it in and out of the hospital, 
regardless of where she is. If you 
are one who could possibly make 
this happen, and God lays it on 
your heart to provide it – please let 
me know and I can either meet you 
and get it and take to the family, 
or put you in touch with them. It 
wouldn’t have to be an expensive 
top of the line machine. She is a 
high school student, 17 years old, 
and would appreciate anything 
that would help in her studies I’m 
sure. However, due to the extreme 

caution they have to take towards 
germs, etc. it would have to be new, 
still in the box as they couldn’t risk 
any possible germs from a used 
piece of equipment. 

For those who may not have 
read my column in the last issue, 
or as a reminder – Sarah has 
been diagnosed with one of the 
rarest forms of cancer. My friend 
is Sarah’s grandma, and is in her 
70s. To more effectively help Sarah 
avoid germ contamination, she and 
her mom have had to move in with 
grandma. Sarah’s father is very ill 
himself, and she has a ten year old 
sister at home in the public school 
system – so for these reasons – she 
has to live elsewhere. She does get 
to have visits with them, but not 
often. 

As mentioned previously – this 
is difficult for the entire family. 
My friend, even at her age, had 
already worked hard in the 
workforce to cover living expenses 
– and now there are even more 
expenses for her to cover. One 
dire need she has, is help to cover 
her utility bills since these are all 
much higher than when she lived 
alone. She also needs help with 
groceries, and household supplies 
such as toilet paper, laundry 
soap, cleaning supplies. Groceries 
are a big expense as Sarah is not 
allowed to eat left overs, for fear 
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that they could get any kind of 
contaminates. 

PLEASE pray for this family, 
for healing for Sarah – ease of 
discomfort and pain. And for the 
financial needs of both households. 
My heart breaks daily for them, 
knowing what they are going 
through. I can’t imagine being in 
this position, and I want so much 
to help. Just one person can’t do 
all that is needed, BUT just think 
what we could provide if all that are 
reading this does SOMETHING!!  
I have received one donation check 
since posting the request in the last 
issue. You know who you are – 
THANK YOU so much! 

I KNOW there are many more 
of you out there that have a heart 
for helping. So, here are ways that 
you can help. First and foremost 
PRAY for them. Then if God leads 
you, follow in financial support in 
either of these ways:

• Send a check made at to Sarah 
(I’m asked to not share last name) 
in any amount

• Purchase WalMart Gift card(s) 
that the family could use for 
groceries, cleaning supplies, etc.

• Purchase MASTERCARD  or 
VISA or cards that the family could 
use at utility companies

• Purchase a laptop
• Purchase restaurant gift cards 

for times when she is doing well 
and allowed to have a treat

• Ask your church or organiza-
tion to take a special offering for 
the family

You can mail all items to:  C/O 
Sarah, The Messenger, PO Box 
3367, El Paso, TX 79923 and I will 
give to the family. In the case of the 
laptop – I would be willing to meet 
you to pick up, or inform family to 
arrange, whatever they prefer. 

I have been asked if people 
could just bring me groceries and 
cleaning supplies rather than send 
check or gift cards. At this time – I 
have been told that since they are 
so limited on what can be eaten, 
and used in the household it would 
be best if they are able to purchase 
the items to be sure nothing is 
wasted. If that changes in the 
future – I would love to do a food / 
supply drive for them.

ALSO:  Let’s do a CARDS 
FOR SARAH drive. Even if you 

can’t send a donation – can you 
purchase and send her a card with 
words of encouragement, and to let 
her know you are praying?  This 
would bring such encouragement 
into this young girl’s life. Mail 
those with the same info as above. 
Let’s bombard Sarah with love, 
encouragement, and words of faith 
and hope. 

Don’t think that you can’t do 
anything to help. Just think – if 
everyone that reads this would 
send even just $5.00 – we could do 
so much for this family!!

Precious Heavenly Father 
–

Thank You for all You do 
and provide. I thank You for my 
health and the health of my family 
members. I lift up Sarah Father 
and ask that You provide her with 
health, and provide the family with 
much needed financial support. 

As one person most of us can’t 
do much, but all together we can 
do great things. Father, I ask that 
You put this family on the hearts 
and minds of the readers, and 
encourage them to do what they 
can to help this family. Each of 
us would wish the same help if we 
found ourselves in this position. 
Remind each of us to pray daily 
for this family, and to do whatever 
we can to help them. 

It’s hard to understand why such 
a terrible thing could happen to a 
young person, but also know that 
sometimes bad things happen to 
good people. Perhaps so that You 
can move through Your children 
to do what they can to make life 
better for those suffering – which 
in turn brings themselves closer 
to You, and makes their own life 
better – having been generous and 
caring of others in need. 

Please Father move Your 
children, those reading, to respond 
– to help this family, and to pray, 
pray, pray! Touch Sarah’s body 
and bring about healing. Help 
her and the entire family to feel 
Your love and presence around 
them at all times. And help this 
community, those who can, to 
show love – simply by giving what 
they can to help.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Blessing Of 
Trust And 
Healing

By Sylvia Gunter 

Father God has promised 
that He will never leave you 
or forsake you. He has not 
abandoned you. His perfect 
love casts out all fear. Rest in 
His love. Receive from your 
heavenly Father all the father’s 
blessing that you craved from 
your earthly father.

Be blessed with life-
changing encounters with the 
Father heart of God. Be blessed 
to receive His perfect healing 
that can make you whole. 
Allow Him to bring healing, 
recovery, and restoration of 
your broken trust. Your Father’s 
best healing work restores your 
heart and soul according to 
His design that He had for you 
before He laid the foundations 
of the world. As you drink in 
your Father’s love, He will re-
innocence you, restoring your 
childlike faith and trust. 

 
Respond this way:
God, I choose to trust you 

today. I choose to believe 
Your heart toward me is kind, 
good, loving, approachable, 
and accepting. I choose to 
bind my will to Your will. I 
bind my mind to the mind of 
Christ. I bind my emotions to 
the Holy Spirit for healing and 
alignment.

Thank You for wanting to be 
my Father, not my taskmaster 
or my boss. You are indeed 
loving Master, Sovereign, 
Judge, King, and so much 
more in Your universe. How 
majestic is Your name in all the 
earth (Psa 8). I am in awe of all 
You are, but You are first of all 
my “Abba, Papa.”

Thank You that You created 
me to be loved as Your child 
and for me to love You. It’s that 
simple. You like me and You 
like having me around. Thank 
You that the greatest blessing 
is nearness to You, and You 
want me near You. Thank You 
for inviting me to draw near to 
You so that I may experience 
joy and peace in Your presence. 
Thank You for Your promise 
to hold me in Your everlasting 
loving arms. 

I accept Your invitation to 
come closer to Your Father 
heart. 

Taken From Safe 
In The Father’s Heart: 
Finding The Love You 
Have Always Wanted, 
page 51. © 2014, Sylvia 
Gunter. Available from 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com. An archive of past 
devotionals is available on 
the website. 

Used by permission of 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
My question is: Are we 

supposed to tithe on our tax 
refund checks? My husband 
says that we don’t have to tithe 
on tax returns because we 
already tithed on the money 
when we received it, and that 
our return is just paying us 
back for how much we over 
paid the government. Is this 
correct? AND, if we do tithe 
on it - I had heard that since it 
was extra and would be over 
and above our tithing from 
income - that we didn’t have to 
tithe to the church, but could 
choose another non-profit we 
wish to help. Is that correct? 
Or does tithing only count 
when giving to the church?

Answers:
Tithe means 10% of one’s gross 

income.  With the Levitical, Festival 
and Poor Tithes combined (Numbers 
18:21-24; Deuteronomy 12:6-12; 14:22-
29), Israelites gave 22-23% annually. 
Therefore, it is better to describe 
such giving to God as “expected 
giving” rather than “tithing”. 10% 
was not the total minimum. Today, 
“expected giving” is toward the local 
congregation (1 Corinthians 9:13-14; 
1 Timothy 5:17-18; 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-13).

Offerings (almsgiving) exceeds 
“expected giving”.  An example of 
such an offering is described by Paul 
regarding the collection for needy 
Believers in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 
16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15). Today, 
this could be a special benevolent 
offering for Brethren within the 
larger Church or for needs outside 
the Church. Either way, it is to be 
generous and cheerful giving above 
the pledged “expected giving”to 
support your local congregation. 

Whether 2% or 22%, it’s not the 
amount you give but what you keep 
for yourself and why (Mark 12:41-44; 
Matthew 6:19-34; Acts 5:1-11).

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

The tithe was to be brought into 
the storehouse of the temple. For us 
that would be our local church. There 
is only one thing to remember when 
giving: DON’T BE STINGY WITH 
GOD!!! Honor The Lord with ALL 
your increase - Proverbs 3:9-10

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Many people tithe AFTER 
TAXES.  This means they are 
paying taxes on their “net income” 
(as opposed to their “gross income” 
-- which is the total amount they 
make before any taxes are withheld).  

Lots of people I know tithe on their 
net income because the amount 
taxed is often never even seen by 
the employee -- it is simply filed, and 
withheld.  It does not appear in their 
pay check.  They get none of it back 
until and unless the employer files a 
tax return.  If you are fortunate to 
receive a so-called “tax return” and 
you pay your tithe on your NET 
income, as opposed to your GROSS 
income, then yes:  you should tithe on 
what the Department of the Treasury 
sends back to you.  But if in fact, you 
tithe on the gross amount of your 
income, then your husband is right:  
you have already tithed your ten 
percent to the full.  Now, if you are 
interested in giving MORE than ten 
percent, you can always try that.  But 
that takes strong faith!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

There are many different views 
on tithing.  First, if you practice 
tithing, do you give your tithe based 
on the gross earnings (before taxes) or 
your net or take home pay?  Strictly 
speaking, if you base your tithing on 
your net income you have not given a 
tithe on your refund yet, so yes, you 
should tithe on that refund.  If you tithe 
based on the gross earnings amount, 
your husband is correct that you have 
already tithed on that amount and 
anything you give can be considered 
an offering over your tithe.  As such, 
you should pray for God’s direction in 
giving any amount from the refund, 
and how you are to give – through 
your church or though whatever 
ministry God might direct you to 
support.  I strongly believe that the 
bulk of your giving to the Lord should 
be through the church with which 
God has led you to belong.  The New 
Testament clearly teaches that when 
you come to Jesus as Savior, you are 
to give Him your whole life – 100% 
– and that includes our finances.  A 
tithe of 10% is a great beginning 
point for financial giving, but we must 
be open to give any amount God 
directs.  In writing about giving in 2 
Corinthians 9:7 Paul taught, “Each 
one must do just as he has purposed 
in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”  Often concentrating on just a 
specific amount to give (10%) makes 
financial support of God’s work or 
church a duty, not a joy such as when 
Paul writes that we are to give “not 
grudgingly or under compulsion.”  
Also remember Jesus’ observation 
about the widow who gave just a 
tiny amount at the Temple:  “Truly 
I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all the contributors to the 
treasury; for they all put in out of their 
surplus, but she, out of her poverty, 
put in all she owned, all she had to live 
on” (Mark 12:43-44).  Her generosity 
in giving to God was in keeping with 
the pattern of the early Christians in 
the first church in Jerusalem:  “And all 
those who had believed were together 
and had all things in common; and 
they began selling their property and 
possessions and were sharing them 
with all, as anyone might have need” 
(Acts 2:44-45).

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church 

(El Paso, TX)

The tithe belongs to the church 
as we see in Malachi 3:10.  When 
Malachi wrote this the tithe took care 
of those who ministered in the temple 
and also took care of temple upkeep.  
When it comes to taxes, if you tithe 
before taxes, then what you get in a 
return has already been tithed on.  
There are however times today with 
income tax credits and other benefits 
paid to people from the government, 
where people get more money back 
than has been paid in.  This extra or 
increase should be recognized where 
the tithe is concerned.

Offerings are given over and 
above the tithe and can be given 
to needs as God lays them on an 
individual’s heart.  So when the tithe 
is given, if a person has extra then he 
or she can give this to needs outside of 
the church.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Giving should be in response 

to our love for the Lord.  There are 
many worthy causes that deserve our 
support, but they do not replace what 
we give to God. 2 Cor 9:7 “Each man 
should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”  Christians should give because 
they love and not from a sense of rules 
or duty.  2 Cor 8:2 “Out of the most 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity.” 

Israel had three tithes, two 
were yearly and the last was every 
third year, for an average of 23%. 
Christians give from the abundance 
of their love and not because someone 
“guilts” them into it. Some argue that 
when one gives this overflow to God, 
there is nothing left for other causes, 
I find nothing in scripture teaches all 
our charity goes through the church, 
but it would be after we have given to 
God. 

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com. 

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El 
Paso CCDA (Christian Community 
Development Association) has 
monthly informal gatherings to stay 
connected, build relationships, and 
keep creative ideas flowing. Gatherings 
are on 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For 
more information and next location, 
please contact Sami DiPasquale, 
Ciudad Nueva, (915) 269-5528, 
sami@ciudadnueva.org.
Last Wednesday of each Month 
The Compassionate Friends – St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1000 
Montana, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 
pm. This is a Non-denominational 
self-help support group for parents, 
grandparents & siblings who have 
lost children. Facilitator is Susan 
Crews. Bilingual. For more info call 
(915) 542-0908. Call ahead to be sure 
of meeting date.

Saturday, June 6th

Fast Soccer – Open Gate Church, 9821 
McCombs, 1:00 pm. All those ages 13 
to 18 are invite to register their team 
of 5 and join in the fun. Free food, and 
prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. For 

more info call (915) 881-4005.

Saturday, June 13th

Fatherhood Help Services Car Show 
Fundraiser – Pregnancy Help Center of 
El Paso, 3565 N. Lee Trevino, El Paso, 
11:00 am – 5:00 pm. Full stage with 
live Christian bands, DJs, and several 
categories for the Car Competition. 
This is a family oriented event. Food 
Service, Free Jumping Balloons, 
games and more. All proceeds will go 
to Pro-Life PHC, FHC, and ICU Mobile 
of El Paso. For more info and tickets 
call (915) 593-3237.

Monday – Friday, June 15th – 19th

VBS Camp Kilimanjaro – Calvary 
Chapel El Paso, 1771 N. Zaragoza Rd., 
8:30 am – 12;30 pm. Registration 
each day at 8:30 am. Ages 4 to 12. An 
epic expedition through the book of 
Proverbs! We will have bible stories, 
crafts, snacks, games, and worship. 
For more info call (915) 855-4565.

Tuesday – Friday, June 23rd – 26th

VBS – Healing Place Church, 5312 
Rio Bravo, Santa Teresa, NM, 9:00 am 
– 11:30 am. Ages kinder to 5th grade 
completion. Embark on a four day icy 
adventure and learn how to overcome 
challenges through God’s power. 
Through music, dancing, games, and 
snacks kids will see that with God 
anything is possible. For more info call 
(575) 502-4079.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
God’s Justice

Punishment of Sin
Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ,
A word that we hear often these 

days is “justice,” everyone desiring 
justice for acts that have been done 
either to themselves, others, or to 
a cause.  Meanings we hear con-
nected with justice are “the moral 
principle determining just con-
duct,” “the judgment of persons or 
causes by judicial process,” or “the 
administering of deserved pun-
ishment or reward.”[1] Though 
these definitions are all correct, 
the Bible talks about justice as that 
of the Lord’s justice, the applica-
tion of His judgment based on His 
basis of right and wrong as well as 
His righteousness.  Scripture tells 
us that God cannot deny Himself, 
that He cannot do anything other 
than hating sin and deserving of 
punishment.  Over the following 
few days, let us examine some of 
what Scripture says of God’s jus-
tice.

Are you living a life that would 
be considered just in God’s sight?

 “If we believe not, yet He abi-
deth faithful:  He cannot deny 
Himself.” (II Timothy 2:13)

[1] Definitions taken from Dic-
tionary.com

God’s Justice
Will Prevail

Simply stated, “justice” is a 
term used for what is right.  Al-
though we as humans often fail to 
do what is right, it is in our nature to 
long for moral justice and become 
outraged when we see injustice 
happening.  Such has been seen 
recently when many people have 
become outraged over what they 
believe is injustice by authorities 
investigating certain deaths.  This 
outrage, as with other outrages, 
develops into peaceful protests as 
well as violent riots.  Humans can-
not always accurately determine 
justice or injustice; however, we 
know from Scripture that God’s 
justice is always perfect.  When 
discouragement comes from per-
ceived injustice, we can be com-
forted in knowing God’s justice 
will prevail in the end.

If you become upset over a 
perceived injustice, remain faith-
ful, knowing God will bring about 
justice in the end!

“Say ye to the righteous, that 
it shall be well with him:  for they 
shall eat the fruit of their doings.  
Woe unto the wicked! it shall be 
ill with him:  for the reward of his 
hands shall be given him.”  (Isa-
iah 3:10-11)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Cap-
italization of pronouns for 
God added.)

Archives of At the Fa-
ther’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com, Spanish translation 
of archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com

To add someone to our con-
tact list or to discontinue this 
prayer devotional, either reply 
to this email or contact me at 
the email addresses above.
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