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7 Sure-Fire Ways to Recognize False Teachers
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By John UpChurch

 A false teacher isn’t going to tell you 
he’s teaching heresy. In fact, he’ll usually 
look and sound so sincere and passionate 
that you wouldn’t know he’s actually 
twisting God’s Word. The size of the 
crowds around him won’t tell you much 
either, since many people have been and 
continue to be led astray by teaching that 
pleases their ears.

The prophet Jeremiah kept telling 
the people of Judah over and over what 
God planned for Jerusalem, urging 
them to turn from their wicked ways. 
But the people preferred to listen to 
false prophets who told them what they 
wanted to hear. We have to make sure 
we’re not doing the same.

So, how exactly can you tell if someone 
is “wolf in sheep’s clothing”? You become 
a “fruit inspector,” just as Jesus said 
(Matthew 7:15–16). According to Pastor 
Shane Idleman of Westside Christian 
Fellowship, there are 7 telltale signs that 
can take the wool from our eyes:

1. Different Source 
True teachers will reach for the Bible 

first, second, and always. They may use 
other sources of information to help 
explain what Scripture reveals, but the 
foundation of their message is always 

built upon “Thus says the Lord….” If you 
start hearing more from other sources 
than God’s Word, you may need to hit 
the door.

2. Different Message
The entire message of a true teacher 

will always revolve around the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. False teachers may 
mention Jesus here and there, but they 

will ultimately deny His deity and power 
(2 Peter 2:1). Of course, they won’t do so 
openly at first, and you’ll need to listen 
carefully to see if Jesus is at the core.

3. Different Position
True teachers will point to our sin 

and our need for salvation—and their 
lives will back that up. False teachers will 
promise freedom, but they themselves 

will be “slaves to depravity” (2 Peter 
2:19). If a teacher’s lifestyle points to lust, 
greed, envy, or other enslaving passions, 
they are certainly not fit to teach.

4. Different Character
Those who are truly following Jesus will 

run after the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22–23). They will never be perfect, but 
they will be working with all the strength 
God gives to become more and more like 
Christ. False teachers, on the other hand, 
live a life that screams “arrogance.” And 
that leads to destruction (Proverbs 16:18).

5. Different Appeal
What does the teacher point to as 

the reason for their teaching? Are they 
pointing to Scripture as the reason for 
their urgency in sharing the gospel? Are 
they wanting you to believe what God 
says about how we are to escape the wrath 
to come (Romans 5:9)? If so, good. False 
teachers will make their appeal based 
on earthly passions, leading people back 
into sin (2 Peter 2:18). They’ll urge you to 
focus on the things of this world.

6. Different Fruit
Always check the results in the lives 

of those who are listening to a teacher. 

Continued on page 2
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Those listening to true teachers 
will grow in their knowledge of 
Jesus (2 Peter 3:18). Those sitting 
under a false teacher will be like 
a “spring without water” (2 Peter 
2:17). In other words, they may 
talk a good talk, but they don’t 
produce anything of eternal 
value.

7. Different End
Here’s the part that should 

make us all stand up and take 
notice of why this matters. 
It’s a really big deal. False 
teachers lead people to a “swift 

destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). Jesus 
will tell them that He never knew 
them (Matthew 7:21–23). Those 
who listen to true teachers of the 
gospel will receive abundant life 
now and forever (Romans 5:17).

In a popular article on 
Crosswalk.com, Pastor Tom 
Hicks makes a similar distinction 
between true believers and 
hypocrites. It can be tough to tell 
the difference, but he provides 
10 points to consider:

“2. A true believer’s changed 
life comes from a heart of love 
to Christ. Hypocrites can clean 
up their outward behavior 
to be seen by men, to ease 
their troubled consciences, or 

to keep themselves from the 
consequences of their sins. But 
true believers love Christ and 
keep His commandments for 
His sake, to serve Him, to know 
Him, and to bring glory to His 
name (Ps 119:6).”

Now, it’s your turn. What 
marks do you look for in a false 
teacher? What can the church 
do to better keep false prophets 
and pastors out of the pulpits?

John UpChurch is the senior 
editor of BibleStudyTools.com 
and Jesus.org. You’ll usually 
find him downing coffee at his 
standing desk (like a boss).

Used by permission of www.
crosswalk.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to my 
sister, Terri Durham, on the 26th. 
As I have had to say so many 
times to family members over the 
years … I wish I could have been 
there with you to celebrate, and 
I hope it was a great day for you. 
Know that I was thinking of you, 
and I love and miss you lots!

I continue to seek help for 
Sarah and her family. If all goes 
as scheduled, Sarah will be in the 
hospital for her non-stop chemo 
from the 22nd to 25th. These 
treatments make her very ill. 
She is also regularly receiving 
radiation in multiple locations 
as there are at least six tumors 
currently. These treatments are 
also difficult and leave her weak. 
Please keep her in your prayers. 
Regardless of all she is dealing 
with, I’m told that she continues 
to keep her head held high, and 
placing her trust in the Lord 
and remains in good spirits. Her 
grandma tells me it seems most 
often that Sarah is handling all of 
this much better than the adults 
in her life.

On top of keeping up with all 
the treatments, and the pain and 
illness that goes with it - Sarah is 
also now regularly meeting with 
homebound teachers working 
hard to keep up with her class. 
At 17 years old, she is a very 
determined young lady. 

Just days after the last issue hit 
the streets listing a laptop as one 
item that is much needed – I was 
contacted by a reader that wanted 
to provide that. I once again was 
brought to tears at the kindness 
and generosity of strangers 
willing to help those in need. 

However, when I informed the 
family – I was told a family friend 
was already going to provide that. 
When I got back to the reader to 
let him know, rather than just 
bow out gracefully once learning 
a laptop was no longer needed 
– he offered to send a check to 
help with utility bills, and other 
needs!  I know you wouldn’t want 
your name mentioned here – so I 
thank you, and the family thanks 
you. I am so grateful that there 
are people who care and are 
willing to do things for others, 
even those they don’t know. I 
pray the Lord blesses you and 
your family.

If you are financially able to 
help this young girl with one of 
the rarest forms of cancer, and 
her family – I know the Lord will 
bless you for doing so. There are 
multiple ways you can help. You 
can mail a check either made out 
to Sarah – if you want the funds 
to go only towards her needs; or 
made out to Sharon (her grandma 
that she and her mother now 
lives with) – if you want the funds 
to go towards helping with utility 
bills, groceries, cleaning supplies, 
etc. OR you can purchase the 
VISA or MASTERCARD cards 
and load with whatever you 
wish – that the family can use 
any where needed. Another 
thought – purchase gift cards 
for restaurants that could help 
provide the family with a nice 
meal that they could pick up and 
take home and enjoy – this would 
be a nice treat for them.

Another way you could donate 
is this: My daughter, Jenna has 
been crocheting hats made of 
special yarn that won’t itch for 
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Sarah, she’s made enough she 
could wear a different one each 
day of the week; and has also 
made two matching ones for her 
sister Jenny. A “sponsorship” 
was held on Facebook with not 
a great response. So – there are 
still sponsorships left available 
and all donations will be given 
to Sarah. You can donate $22 
to sponsor one of the matching 
sets; or $17 to sponsor a single 
hat for Sarah. This was just a 
fun way my daughter thought up 
to use her talents to bless Sarah 
and family. If you do this – in the 
memo line of your check put “hat 
sponsorship”. Or, my daughter 
had also requested on the site – 
if you can’t sponsor – send $5.00. 
We can ALL afford just $5.00. 
If we all gave this – the family 
would be helped greatly!

I would also like to see our 
readers flood Sarah with greeting 
cards or notes, letting her know 
that you are praying for her. Mail 
anything you would like to send 
them to: The Messenger, C/O 
Sarah or Sharon (whoever you 
wish it to go to) P.O. Box 3367, 
El Paso, TX 79923 – and I will 
get them to them. I also ask that 
whether or not you can send 
anything – that you will join me 
in prayer for Sarah, and for her 
whole family. And as things are 
received – I and the family will 
pray for you, in thankfulness and 
for blessings on you in return. 

I also ask for your prayers for 
The Messenger. Several contracts 
have expired, and there are 
multiple ad space openings that 
need filled on a regular basis to 
keep this paper going. Please 
pray with me for the Lord to 
guide me to businesses that 
would be willing to advertise and 
support this ministry; and / or 
lead them to contact me for the 
same reason. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
I thank You for all You have 

done for me, my family, and this 
ministry. I thank You also for 
those who have come forward 
after reading about Sarah – and 
have been willing to help in some 
way. Bless them Father for their 
generosity.

I lift up Sarah, and as always 
I ask Father that You touch her 
body, ease her pain, and rid her 
of this vicious cancer. Guide her 
doctors and all who work with 
her, help them to provide the 
exact treatment needed for her. 
Help her with her studies, so that 
she can keep up with her class, as 
this is so very important to her. 
I pray also that You help her 
continue to be in good spirits, 

keeping her head held high and 
amazing all those who come into 
contact with her. May they all see 
Jesus in her as she faces all that is 
before her. 

I pray Father that You bless 
each and every person who has 
and will help Sarah and her 
family in any way. So much is 
needed – and if everyone that 
knows their situation that is able 
to help – I know all their needs 
could be met. Please Father – 
meet their needs through the 
hands of Your people. Help 
them all to see and feel Your 
love poured out through Your 
people. I pray they all feel Your 
love and presence surrounding 
them daily.

I lift up my daughter’s family 
Father, and pray Your provision 
over all their needs. They 
recently had a car wreck, and 
while “Thank You Jesus” they 
were all unharmed – their SUV 
was damaged. In the matter of 
days they were faced with large 
deductible to come up with for 
repairs; two of the three children 
came down with illnesses causing 

doctor bills they weren’t prepared 
for, and it also is thought that 
Andrew has PTSD. After serving 
13 years in the Army, and three 
year-long tours in this war – it 
is no wonder. They are in great 
financial need at this time Lord, 
please help them through this. 
They are always so willing to help 
others when able; please send 
others to help them.

Father, I lift up The 
Messenger and I pray Lord for 
Your guidance to new clients 
who can and will help support 
the ministry. I pray there will be 
those who will contact me with the 
wish to advertise, understanding 
the value of this ministry in their 
community. Fill me Father with 
strength and energy to do what 
is needed to continue.

I love You Lord, and thank 
You for the blessings You pour 
out. I am grateful that I can lift 
my burdens to You and trust that 
You hear me, and according to 
Your will – answer.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

IN MEMORY
By Jeff Pollock

In memory of lives laid down to assure our 
right to life,

This poem is a salute to thank them for their 
sacrifice;

Today, as we sing songs of pomp and 
circumstance, 

We remember fallen soldiers, guards, sailors, 
marines, and airmen.

In memory of sons and brothers who gave their 
all to secure our peace,

We praise the Lord who taught: Our Father is 
God of justice and mercy;

Today, as we turn our thoughts to those who 
made the supreme sacrifice,

We thank our God that His grace is present 
even as the world is in crisis.

In memory of men and women who went to war 
for the U.S.A.,

This is written to honor their best and last 
courageous service;

Today, as we watch old movies about World 
Wars I and II,

Remember they’re the reason there is freedom 
now for me and you.

In memory of the souls who met their Maker in 
each and every conflict,

This dirge is made to mourn their deaths as we 
humbly learn to live;

Today, as we march to the brazen beat of our 
own drums,

Let us remember the flag we fly is stained by 
their blood.



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
We are told to pray about 

everything; to talk to God as if 
he is right with us as we would 
a friend or loved one; and that 
he is interested in every aspect 
of our lives - nothing is too 
large or too small to take to 
God. If this is true, then please 
explain Ecclesiastes 5:2, “...
don’t be hasty in bringing 
matters before God. After all, 
God is in heaven, and you are 
on earth. So let your words be 
few.” So then, does this mean 
we are not to talk to God with 
all things in life, as we are told 
to at church?

Answers:
I think the Ecclesiastes 

passage is not talking about 
bringing our heartfelt petitions 
but more about boasting in His 
presence.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Jephthah’s rash vow in 
Judges 11:29-40 may shed light 
on Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 which 
highlights that “fear of the 
Lord” means being mindful of 
our speech in the presence of 
God. We will be accountable 
for our words which reveal our 
hearts (Matthew 12:34-37), 
and careless vows demonstrate 
our hearts’ depravity. 
Jephthah bargained with the 
LORD foolishly thinking he 
could manipulate the good 
sovereign Creator. This is 
how a pagan worships. While 
Paul encourages Believers 
to “pray without ceasing” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17), we do so 
to conform our will to God’s; 
not to use God for our hearts’ 
fallen folly. Thankfully, we can 
confidently with a pure heart 
pray by the Spirit for God’s 
will to be done; because, Jesus 
wholeheartedly desired to do 
His Father’s will which meant 
suffering and dying for us 
and our self-centered hearts. 
Jesus didn’t bargain with God 
but submitted to and trusted 
in His Father’s promise of 
glorious vindication through 
self-denying service and 
suffering.   

 Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

There are two things to 
consider here in evaluating 
this single isolated passage 
from one of the later books 
of the Old Testament.  

(Ecclesiastes, with its late 
Hebrew style, and Hellenistic 
mid-Stoic view dates no earlier 
than the fourth century.)  The 
first thing to consider is the 
kind of book Ecclesiastes is.  It 
represents a specific form of 
late Wisdom Literature which 
urges well-to-do people to 
shun excesses (either too little 
or too much) and to seek a 
middle way.  This middle way 
is about people learning to be 
content with what they have 
and not to be consumed by 
the worldly ambitions which 
were much in evidence during 
the early Hellenistic age.  As 
such the book as a whole has 
some good things to say to us 
about our own stewardship as 
followers of Jesus Christ.  The 
second thing to consider is 
the total range of the Bible’s 
teaching on prayer.  What we 
find when we consider this “big 
picture” is that God desires to 
hear from His People always 
and often about everything 
(large or small).  Even the Old 
Testament Book of Psalms 
suggests as much (let alone 
the full weight of the New 
Testament’s teaching).  Please 
take that into account, so as to 
avoid the stumbling block of 
“proof-texting” like this.    

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

As always when we look at 
a verse of scripture, we have 
to look at the context of what 

is written.  In this passage 
concerning prayer, it is talking 
about making a vow to God.  
In verse one it says don’t offer 
a foolish prayer centered in 
personal desire.  It continues 
in verse two saying don’t offer 
a prayer before you take time 
to consider what you asking.  
Often times we ask and pray for 
things that are not good for us 
that cause us trouble because 
they are centered in desires 
of the f lesh.  Concerning 
prayer, Jesus said in Matthew 
chapter seven, ask, seek, and 
knock.  When we do this with 
a right heart, we are assured 
that our prayers are heard.  
In Hebrews 4:16 it says “let 
us come boldly to the throne 
of grace that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help 
in the time of need.”  So yes, 
be assured that you can come 
to God anytime in prayer and 
yes He does have a desire for 
you to seek His face.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. 

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who desire to run their 
business to glorify the Lord. If you wish to attend it 
would help if you RSVP. For more info and to RSVP 
call Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 
pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm 
– 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. For more info call 
(915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El Paso CCDA 
(Christian Community Development Association) 

has monthly informal gatherings to stay connected, 
build relationships, and keep creative ideas flowing. 
Gatherings are on 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For 
more information and next location, please contact 
Sami DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, (915) 269-5528, 
sami@ciudadnueva.org.

Last Wednesday of each Month 

The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 1000 Montana, El Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 
pm. This is a Non-denominational self-help support 
group for parents, grandparents & siblings who 
have lost children. Facilitator is Susan Crews. 
Bilingual. For more info call (915) 542-0908. Call 
ahead to be sure of meeting date.

Saturday, June 6th

Fast Soccer – Open Gate Church, 9821 McCombs, 
1:00 pm. All those ages 13 to 18 are invite to 
register their team of 5 and join in the fun. Free 
food, and prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. For 
more info call (915) 881-4005.

Saturday, June 13th

Fatherhood Help Services Car Show Fundraiser 

– Pregnancy Help Center of El Paso, 3565 N. 
Lee Trevino, El Paso, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm. Full 
stage with live Christian bands, DJs, and several 
categories for the Car Competition. This is a 
family oriented event. Food Service, Free Jumping 
Balloons, games and more. All proceeds will go to 
Pro-Life PHC, FHC, and ICU Mobile of El Paso. For 
more info and tickets call (915) 592-3237.

Monday – Friday, June 15th – 19th

VBS Camp Kilimanjaro – Calvary Chapel El Paso, 
1771 N. Zaragoza Rd., 8:30 am – 12;30 pm. 
Registration each day at 8:30 am. Ages 4 to 12. An 
epic expedition through the book of Proverbs! We 
will have bible stories, crafts, snacks, games, and 
worship. For more info call (915) 855-4565.

Tuesday – Friday, June 23rd – 26th

VBS – Healing Place Church, 5312 Rio Bravo, 
Santa Teresa, NM, 9:00 am – 11:30 am. Ages 
kinder to 5th grade completion. Embark on a four 
day icy adventure and learn how to overcome 
challenges through God’s power. Through music, 
dancing, games, and snacks kids will see that with 
God anything is possible. For more info call (575) 
502-4079.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
God’s Salvation

Many Reject 
 
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
God loves us and desires 

all of us to be saved; thus, 
all of us have the opportu-
nity to be saved by accepting 
His provision, His Son Jesus 
Christ, as our Savior.  Yet, 
there are many who choose 
to reject Christ, saying “no” 
to God’s provision for sal-
vation.  This is the greatest 
choice we will have to make, 
and God wants us to choose 
Him.  Some may decide to 
delay making their choice, 
but this delay is a rejection of 
Christ and a decision to face 
the wrath of God.  God’s 
wrath will be His final judg-
ment and rejection of those 
who reject Him.  Doesn’t it 
make sense to choose God’s 
provision and eternal life 
with Him?

What is your choice?
“Whoever believes in the 

Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will 
not see life, for God’s wrath 
remains on them.”  (John 
3:36 - NIV)

 God’s Salvation
Many Accept Eternal Life

Sadly, we saw that Scrip-
ture tells us that many will 
reject God’s salvation, some-
thing that we have seen 
throughout history as well 
as see every day; however, 
there are many people who 
accept God’s provision by 
believing by faith in the His 
Son, Jesus Christ.  When 
Christ died on the cross He 
took on Himself all of our 
sins, and our old, rebel-
lious nature died with Him.  
Through His life He loved 
us, through His death He 
saved us, and it is through 
His resurrection that we are 
guaranteed a new life and 
eternal life spent with Him.  
What a glorious day it will 
be for us who know Christ 
as Lord and Savior when we 
see Him face to face.

Are you ready to face 
God?  Will it be a glorious 
day?  

“I have been crucified 
with Christ.  It is no longer 
I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me.  And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself 
for me.”  (Galatians 2:20 - 
ESV)

 May God Richly Bless 
You Today

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted.  
(Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. To add someone to our 
contact list or to discontinue 
this prayer devotional, either 
reply to this email or contact 
me at the email addresses 
above. 

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

Support 
The Messenger

Advertise Today. 
329-0824

(915) 996-4444 




