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Court Ruling on Same-Sex Marriage
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By Carrie Dedrick

The Supreme Court decided Friday 
( June 26) to legalize gay marriage across 
the United States in a 5-4 vote. The historic 
ruling that overturned same-sex marriage 
bans in 13 states came as a concern to many 
Christians, who believe marriage should 
be reserved for one man and one woman. 

Evangelical leaders are now speaking 
out in response to the ruling that changed 
American history forever. 

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention urged 
Christians not to panic. 

In a blog published on The Washington 
Post website, Moore wrote, “The Supreme 
Court can do many things, but the Supreme 
Court cannot get Jesus back in that tomb. 
Jesus of Nazareth is still alive. He is still 
calling the universe toward his kingdom.”

He continued, “The church will need 

in the years ahead to articulate what 
we believe about marriage; we cannot 
assume that people agree with us, or even 
understand us. Let’s not simply talk about 
marriage in terms of values or culture 
or human flourishing. Let’s talk about 
marriage the way Jesus and the apostles 
taught us to — as bound up with the gospel 
itself, a picture of the union of Christ and 
his church (Eph. 5:32).” 

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
and Samaritan’s Purse president Franklin 
Graham said that the Supreme Court 
does not have the authorities to redefine 
marriage. 

“With all due respect to the court, it did 
not define marriage, and therefore is not 
entitled to re-define it,” Graham wrote on 
his Facebook page. 

 “Long before our government came 
into existence, marriage was created by 
the One who created man and woman—
Almighty God—and His decisions are 

not subject to review or revision by any 
manmade court. God is clear about the 
definition of marriage in His Holy Word: 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh’ (Genesis 
2:24),” Graham said. 

Tony Perkins, president of the Family 
Research Council also condemned the 
decision. He said, “Five justices on the 
Supreme Court have overturned the votes 
of 50 million Americans and demanded 
that the American people walk away from 
millennia of history and the reality of 
human nature.”

“No court can overturn natural 
law.  Nature and Nature’s God, hailed 
by the signers of our Declaration of 
Independence as the very source of law, 
cannot be usurped by the edict of a court, 

even the United States Supreme Court,” 
Perkins finished. 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
president Al Mohler responded with a call 
to action. 

“We must contend for marriage as 
God’s gift to humanity — a gift central 
and essential to human flourishing and 
a gift that is limited to the conjugal 
union of a man and a woman. We must 
contend for religious liberty for all, and 
focus our energies on protecting the 
rights of Christian citizens and Christian 
institutions to teach and operate on the 
basis of Christian conviction.

“We cannot be silent, and we cannot 
join the moral revolution that stands in 
direct opposition to what we believe the 

Continued on page 2



What a sad day for our nation 
when SCOTUS decided they had 
more authority than God and legalized 
same sex marriage. I sat stunned that 
night as I saw on Channel 4 news the 
celebration held in downtown El Paso – 
and images shown of our nation’s White 
House and other prominent buildings in 
Washington DC lit in multi-color lights 
symbolizing gay rights/ marriage. 

It seems only Christians know the 
true outcome this will have on our 
nation, and the long trail into the pit that 
it takes us. It causes the appearance that 
Satan is winning in this world, and in 
many lives he is. BUT, Christians who 
have read God’s Word to the end – we 
know the end of this story – and we know 
that Christ and His followers are the 
ultimate winners.

As Christians we must continue to 
defend the Biblical definition of marriage: 
1 man 1 woman. However, it must also 
be known, as Christians we DO NOT 
hate homosexuals. We hate their sin, but 
not the people. We love all people. All of 
us are sinners. Christians are just sinners 
saved by God’s Grace. In God’s eyes sin 
is sin. We never hate the sinner, we hate 
the sin. We must pray for all sinners, that 
they will come to the saving Grace of 
Christ and refuse to continue in their sin. 
It is no different for homosexuals. 

God created man (and woman) in His 
image. In His Word He commands that 
man should not lie with man; nor woman 
with woman. This explicitly shows that 
He does not condone homosexuality. 
Therefore, He does not approve nor 
condone same sex marriage. All people 
are His creation and He desires that all 
would choose to live their life in Him. We 
all were given at birth free will, and people 
living in sin – of any kind – are invoking 
their free will to live in sin. We make the 
choice to live as we do. He didn’t create 
people homosexual, purposely to make 
their path more difficult to turn from sin. 
Life’s circumstances, situations, possibly 
abuse in a heterosexual relationship, 
troubles, sorrows, bad relationships, etc. 
are more the norm that turns a person to 
the homosexual lifestyle. 

Many believe once in this lifestyle 
– there is no way out. But there is good 
news!!  There is always a way out with 
the Lord. He is our lifeline 24/7 waiting 
and watching for us to turn to Him at 

any given moment. We are told to cast 
our burdens and cares on Him and let 
Him carry our load. If a person living in 
this lifestyle chooses – they can cast even 
this burden of sexual immorality on Him 
– and He will cast it as far as the east is 
from the west. It won’t be easy – but He 
will walk the journey out of it with them, 
and will carry them when they can’t do 
it alone. Just as He does this for those 
leaving a life of any addiction – drugs, 
alcohol, pornography, and other sexual 
addictions. Taking the journey from 
these most often is the toughest thing in 
life that a person does. BUT, when doing 
it with God on your side – He makes 
the load lighter and helps to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel, and gives His 
much needed mercy, grace, love and 
patience. 

We must pray for the members of 
SCOTUS that felt led to make this 
decision, and felt it was best for our 
country. Pray for minds and hearts to 
change, and for the possibility and ability 
that this can and will be overturned. Help 
them to see that this act has completely 
gone against God’s law. So many times 
in the Bible when people went against 
His laws, they had to endure His wrath. 

I want to reiterate that I say this NOT 
out of hate, or desired harm to come to 
any who live in the homosexual lifestyle. 
It is the responsibility of all Christians to 
speak truth, and to help those living in 
sin – see the sin for what it is – and then 
pray that the information sinks in, and 
that that person or people who heard 
the truth will make the choice to turn 
from their sin. We hate the sin – NOT 
the sinner. In God’s eyes sin is sin, and 
we must turn from it, repent of it, and 
move forward striving to not fall into 
that sin furthermore. Regardless what 
our sin is. Our Lord will forgive the sin 
of homosexuality just as He forgives all 
other sin. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
I lift up all who are living in the sin 

of homosexuality. We love these people 
Father, for they are Your creation and 
we hope for them to repent and leave 
their sin, and come to You. As with any 
change of lifestyle the road won’t be easy 
– but we know that with YOU all things 
are possible. If we cast our burdens on 
You, You are faithful to walk with us and 
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Has there been a time when it 
seemed that God was not listening 
to you? Did you feel as if He was far 
away? Be encouraged that God sees 
and hears you. He will renew your 
sense of intimacy with Him, for He 
has not moved. Take your eyes off 
the problems and raise them to praise 
Him for His loving care. The psalmist 
said, “It is pleasant and fitting to praise 
the Lord” (Ps. 147:1).

1) To you I call, O LORD my 
Rock; do not turn a deaf ear to 
me. For if you remain silent, I 
will be like those who have gone 
down to the pit.  

I run to you when things get tough. 
I desperately need help. Hear me, and 
don’t be silent. Don’t turn me away. 
I am crying from an honest heart. I 
am struggling and in pain. My trust is 
fractured, and my feelings are hanging 
by a thread. I want with all my being 
to trust that You are my Lord and my 
Rock of safety. 

2) Hear my cry for mercy as I 
call to you for help, as I lift up my 
hands toward your Most Holy 
Place. 

I earnestly throw myself on Your 
mercy. I call to You as desperately as 
I ever have in all my life. By faith I lift 
my hands to Your holy throne of grace. 
Answer me, and let me hear Your 
voice. I need You to be there for me. 
I need to know You are close. I need 
Your answer to be clear and tailor-
made for my desperation.

3) Do not drag me away with 
the wicked, with those who do 
evil, who speak cordially with 
their neighbors but harbor 
malice in their hearts. 

     Don’t let me be ignorant of the 
enemy’s devices. The people I see are 
not the real adversary. Don’t let me 
fight according to flesh and blood. The 
workers of iniquity hide themselves 
behind smooth words. Don’t let their 

destructive intent have its way against 
me. 

4) Repay them for their deeds 
and for their evil work; repay 
them for what their hands have 
done and bring back upon them 
what they deserve. 5 Since they 
show no regard for the works of 
the LORD and what his hands 
have done, he will tear them 
down and never build them up 
again. 

     I choose to bless the people 
who are being used to come against 
me, and I beg You to take Your rightful 
authority over the invisible powers 
behind their visible actions. They have 
set themselves primarily against You 
and secondarily against me, the work 
of Your hands. Lord, it’s Your battle.

6) Praise be to the LORD, for 
he has heard my cry for mercy. 

I praise You for who You are to 
me. Thank You for Your work in my 
life. Because of Your character as a 
committed covenantal Father, You 
are gracious, compassionate, slow to 
anger, abounding in lovingkindness, 
desiring to bless me. I thank You that 
in Your mercy You hear the cry of my 
heart when I plead Your promises.

7) The LORD is my strength 
and my shield; my heart trusts 
in Him, and I am helped. My 
heart leaps for joy and I will give 
thanks to Him in song. 

     You are my strength, or I have 
no strength to withstand. I hide myself 
and still my soul in Your impenetrable 
shield. The habit structures of self-
protection do not serve me. You are 
my refuge, my fortress, my protector, 
my help, my hope, my high tower to 
which I run and am safe. Renew my 
broken trust in the innermost parts 
of my heart. Enable my heart to lean 
confidently into You and shout for joy 
because of the joy of the Lord. I will 
choose now to give You an offering of 

songs of thanksgiving.

8) The LORD is the strength of 
his people, a fortress of salvation 
for his anointed one. 

Abba, I belong to You. You 
committed Yourself to protecting me. 
You alone are my unyielding strength 
and my sure salvation. On Christ the 
solid Rock I stand. All other ground 
is sinking sand. I stand still in Your 
fortress to see Your salvation. I will hide 
my soul deep in the Rock. I am Your 
special treasure, chosen, anointed, 
appointed, sealed by Your Holy Spirit.

9) Save your people and 
bless your inheritance; be 
their shepherd and carry them 
forever. 

     Save me and nurture me, and 
let me enter into all my inheritance 
of Your blessings. You are my good 
Shepherd. You will lift me up onto 
Your shoulders and carry me all the 
days of my life. So Lord, for today... 
give me this day the Bread of life that 
is my rightful portion. You alone are 
my Victory! 

Write your own personal 
paraphrase of Psalm 28, as aspects 
of God’s character and works exactly 
fit your need: He is your rock, mercy, 
holiness, justice, strength, shield from 
every danger, faithfulness, help, saving 
refuge, protection, and shepherding 
presence. Does your heart fill with 
joy and thanksgiving over who He 
is? Do you see how you can turn dire 
circumstances into a showcase for 
our praise-worthy God? Always “It is 
pleasant and fitting to praise the Lord” 
(Ps. 147:1).

Taken from Prayer Essentials For 
Living In His Presence, Vol. 2, page 78-
79, ©2000 by Sylvia Gunter. Available 
from www.thefathersbusiness.com. An 
archive of past devotionals is available 
on the website.

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Support  The Messenger
Advertise Today. 

329-0824

From His Messenger...

Continued from cover

Evangelical Leaders

Creator has designed, given, 
and intended for us. We cannot 
be silent, and we cannot fail to 
contend for marriage as the 
union of a man and a woman,” 
he said. 

Evangelist and founder of 
desiringGod.org John Piper 
mourned the brokenness of the 
United States in a sorrowful 
blog.

“My sense is that we do 
not realize what a calamity 
is happening around us. The 
new thing — new for America, 
and new for history — is not 
homosexuality. That brokenness 
has been here since we were all 
broken in the fall of man.”

“What’s new is not even the 
celebration and approval of 
homosexual sin. Homosexual 
behavior has been exploited, 
and reveled in, and celebrated 
in art, for millennia. What’s 
new is normalization and 
institutionalization. This is the 
new calamity.” 

Originally published on 
Croswalk.com on June 26, 
2015. Used by permission of 
Croswalk.com
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Praying Psalm 28
A Prayer For Help And Praise For The Answer 

carry us through all life’s struggles and 
journeys. I pray Father that at this very 
moment – this message of hope reaches 
many living in this lifestyle, and that You 
will impress upon their hearts Your love 
and Your desire for them to come to You. 
Help those who feel they could never be 
forgiven of such sin to realize that You 
are ready to forgive in an instant.

I continue to lift up precious Sarah 
Lord and I pray a mighty miracle for 
her. Father I know that at any moment 
You can speak it and it be so. Remove 
this cancer from her body Father – and 
cause astonishment of all the doctors and 
others around her. Make them see that 
You are the Great Physician, and sole 
Provider over our wants, needs and our 
health. Protect Sarah, remove all pain 
from her body, and keep her in Your 
arms. Help her and her family all to feel 

Your presence and love surrounding 
them day and night as they walk through 
this dark valley. 

I lift up my daughter, Jenna’s family 
and all the financial problems they face. 
Father I pray for You to help Andrew in 
his search for a new job, one that will 
make it possible to comfortably support 
their family of five. I thank You for and 
ask You to bless the person who came 
forward to help pay for the car window 
that was busted out in a burglary. 

I love You Lord, I pray for the needs 
of all who are reading this. I know they 
are so many. But I also know there is no 
problem too big for You, or no situation 
that You do not care about. 

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
In Isaiah 40:18, 25 and 

elsewhere, we are taught that we 
are to not have idols or things 
created in His ( Jesus) image. Are 
we sinful then to have pictures 
and statues portraying Jesus in 
our homes?  My in laws have told 
me that I have created a graven 
image of our Lord by having 
these in my home and therefore, 
am guilty of this sin. If this is so, 
why is it alright that similar items 
are displayed in our churches? 
Or again, is this just an Old 
Testament law that is no longer 
relevant today?

Answers:
The Second Commandment 

flows from the First and targets 
our deeply ingrained propensity 

to make and worship idols; even 
idols we may claim represent the 
One True God. The difficulty 
for us to acknowledge this 
Commandment’s plain and 
clear prohibition and to devise 
very elaborate explanations on 
its limitations over our lives of 
worship reveals the depth of 
our sinfulness. A major problem 
God’s People have always had is 
wanting the One True God of 
the Bible and other false god’s 
with idolatrous representations. 
Nevertheless, we are only to 
approach God through His Word 
and by His Spirit. Hearing, not 
seeing, is believing.  J.I. Packer 
helpfully states that “the positive 
force of the second commandment 
is that it compels us to take our 
thoughts of God from his own 
holy Word, and from no other 
source whatsoever. The mind 
that takes up with images is a 
mind that has not yet learned to 
love and attend to God’s Word.” 

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Anglican Church 

(Las Cruces, NM) 

The issue about idols and 
pictures of Jesus has been 
around for years. In the Ten 

Commandments we are told to 
not make a carved image of any 
god and we are not to worship 
them. Most people would think 
this is foolish but in Moses day, it 
was normal for men to carve an 
image of a false god and worship 
it. The intent here is that there 
would be no other gods before 
God our Father and Jesus our 
Lord. A picture of Jesus would 
not be worshiping a false god. If it 
is a reminder of our relationship 
to Him, my own opinion is that 
it is not a sin to have a picture 
of Jesus on the wall. But please 
remember our relationship with 
Jesus is enhanced by reading 
His Word, the Bible, and by 
speaking and communicating 
with Him through prayer. This 
picture should not in any way 
substitute for our personal and 
vital relationship to Jesus.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

This whole section of Isaiah 
(chapters 40-55) deals with the 
foolishness of worshiping idols. 
The prophet goes to great lengths 
to describe their powerlessness 
in contrast to the powerful, 

Redeemer God of Israel. He writes 
such things because, of course, 
he, like many Israelites of his day, 
recalled the great prohibitions 
against making and worshiping 
idols or graven images. See the 
Ten Commandments, especially 
Exodus 20:3-6. Therefore I 
would ask your friend why it 
is so important for her to have 
those pictures and statues of Jesus 
(or, as some people do, of the 
saints) around the house?  Is it to 
worship them?  Is it because of 
some subconscious superstition?  
As you know we live in a region 
in which many, many people 
are very superstitious about 
such things. They believe these 
pictures, statues, and images 
have power to change one’s 
fate. THIS IS IDOLATRY, and 
it is a very great sin!  On the other 
hand if you or your friend have 
a couple of pictures or paintings 
of Jesus up on the wall in order 
to remind you of our wonderful 
Redeemer God, then that is all 
right.  However it is best to let 
the Bible be your main source of 
memory about such things.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger prints every 
other week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.com. 

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El Paso CCDA 
(Christian Community Development 
Association) has monthly informal 
gatherings to stay connected, build 
relationships, and keep creative ideas 
flowing. Gatherings are on 3rd Tuesdays 
at 6:30pm. For more information and next 
location, please contact Sami DiPasquale, 
Ciudad Nueva, (915) 269-5528, sami@
ciudadnueva.org.

Last Wednesday of each Month 
The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 pm. This is a Non-
denominational self-help support group 
for parents, grandparents & siblings 
who have lost children. Facilitator is 
Susan Crews. Bilingual. For more info call 
(915) 542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of 
meeting date.

OPEN ENROLLMENT:

The High School Equivalency Program 
(HEP) at the University of Texas at El Paso 

is offering FREE GED classes and testing 
in English and Spanish to SEASONAL 
FARM WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
For more information please contact Nora 
Cuvelier, 500 W. University Ave., Graham 
Hall 206, El Paso, (915)747-5567.

Thursday, July 9th

Andy Mineo Concert – Vino Nuevo El 
Paso, 988 Kessler Drive, El Paso, 6:00 
pm – 9:00 pm. All are invited to join the 
church for this concert. For more info and 
/ or tickets call (915) 850-0200 or visit the 
website at www.somosvisionjuvenil.com

Monday – Friday, July 13th – 17th

Calvary Chapel Mission Valley Sports 
Camp – Ysleta Park, 242 Zaragoza Rd., 
El Paso, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Annual VBS 
program where children will learn Biblical 
lessons through various sports activities. 

Friday, July 17th

iShine Youth National Day of Prayer 2015 
– Cleveland Square Plaza, 510 N. Sante Fe 
Street, El Paso, 6:11 pm – 9:11 pm. This 
FREE event is open to all youth age 13 to 
college age who wish to come out and 
pray for our city and be the Light in the 
world around them. There will be praise & 
worship, prayer, preaching from the Word 
and other participation. Food trucks will 

be on site throughout the event. Churches 
are encouraged to bring/send their youth 
groups, and Youth Pastors. For more info 
visit www.cpalabraviva.org/ishine/ or call 
(915) 777-2334.

Saturday, July 25th

SKATE for Jesus El Paso 2015 – Eastwood 
Skatepark, 3100 Parkwood St., El Paso, 
11:00 am – 3:00 pm. Hope is on the Rise 
Fellowship Church invites you to their 4th 
skateboarding competition / community 
outreach event of 2015. Registration 
starts at 11:00 am and admission is FREE. 

For more info call (915) 328-3542 or visit 
www.skateforjesusuelpaso.com.

Monday – Friday, July 27th – 31st

“The Dancer in Me” Prophetic Dance 
Workshop – Purposeful Life Fellowship 
Church, 6400 Airport Rd., El Paso, 5:30 
pm – 8:30 pm. Realm of Praise Dance 
Ministry will host this workshop for 
ages 5 years old and up. The evenings 
will consist of various forms of dance 
taught, bible study and more. For more 
info call Minister Keith (915) 240-5263.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
The Gospel and Wisdom
Desire Biblical Wisdom

Good Day Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

When we consider any 
comparisons, God’s wisdom and 
strength is beyond any from human 
sources.  Biblical wisdom comes 
from God, and God is the source 
of all wisdom and strength.  At the 
same time, the Gospel and Biblical 
wisdom includes intelligence and 
much more.  It does not diminish 
the value of intelligence and logical 
thinking; however, it does recognize 
and acknowledge that there is more in 
the purpose and meaning of life than 
human sources contribute.  As we see 
from the Gospel and Biblical wisdom, 
we need to always acknowledge 
our Maker, accept His revelation of 
Himself through Jesus Christ, humbly 
submit to Him, and accept His Son, 
Jesus Christ as Savior.

During your daily devotions 
today, recognize that true wisdom 
comes from the Lord and His Word, 
and pray like Solomon for the Lord to 
give you wisdom and understanding!

“It pleased the Lord that Solomon 
had asked this…behold, I now do 
according to your word.  Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, 
so that none like you has been before 
you and none like you shall arise after 
you.”  (I Kings 3:10, 12 - ESV)

The Gospel and Wisdom
Boast Only in the Lord

There are churches today that 
pride themselves on having as part 
of their membership the rich and 
famous, boasting about it to draw in 
other rich and famous people as well 
as those who desire to hobnob with 
them.  That did not fit the pattern 
of those called of God to the church 
in Corinth.[1]  Although the Gospel 
is open to all people:  rich and poor, 
wise and foolish, strong and weak, 
noble and common; so often it is the 
unrecognized, humble masses that 
accept His call of faith to salvation.  
Too many “wise” humans trust in 
their own wisdom and strength, 
deciding God is no longer needed, 
and boasting they can get along just 
fine without Him.  Those who boast 
should boast only in the Lord, the 
author of salvation.

Be careful that any boasting you 
do is only of the Lord!

“But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty…That no 
flesh should glory in His presence.  
But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption:  That, according as 
it is written, ‘He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord.’”  (I Corinthians 
1:27, 29-31)

 [1] I Corinthians 1:26
May God Richly Bless You 

Today

If you would like to know 
more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted.  (Capitalization 
of pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add someone 
to our contact list or to discontinue 
this prayer devotional, either 
reply to this email or contact me 
at the email addresses above. 
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