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Are You Really Living Like God is Your Father?
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By Laura Petherbridge

 I let Jesus save me, but I wouldn’t 
let him love me, for a very long time.

And I didn’t even know it.
More than ten years after I 

surrendered my life to Christ, he 
stepped in and with a holy whisper 
he ripped off my mask. A lie lurked 
beneath the church charade, and 
the Holy One knew it was time for a 
revelation.

 “Laura, you don’t believe that I 
love you,” he pressed into my soul. 

“Yes, I do,” I protested, quoting 
John 3:16.

But the Wise One responded by 
allowing my inner true thoughts 
to surface. The hidden chorus that 
even I was shocked to discover which 
hissed, “God doesn’t really love 
you, Laura. Loving people is his job 
description, he has to love everybody. 
He saved your soul because that’s 
what God does for a living. Given the 
choice would he ever love you? Or 
even worse—would he like you? No 
way, it’s laughable. Why would he? 
What is there to like?” 

Up to that point my Christian 
journey was to follow the lead of 
fellow Christians. After saying “I Do” 
to Jesus I jumped on the performance 

merry-go-round of serving on church 
committees, leading a small group 
and singing on the worship team.

I traded the world’s treadmill for 
the church’s treadmill. The only 
difference was the assurance of 
eternity in heaven. 

And then—he interrupted. And I 
was faced with his troubling truth. 
Could it be true? Could I be a 
Christian for ten years and still not 
believe, “Jesus loves me”?  

It was time. Through a very 
difficult and painful process God 
exposed the villain who robbed me of 
my Heavenly Father’s lavish love. His 
name is fear. And childhood pain and 
shame kept God at arm’s length and 
fear of trusting, fear of abandonment, 
and fear of rejection took his place. 
They were the cruel gatekeepers 
keeping me from his extravagant 
love. 

I knew the decision was upon 
me. Would I abandon the familiar 
lies and leap into his embrace? Or 
would I settle for the frigid slap that 
performance offered? It all boiled 
down to trust. My soul knew this 
was the turning point in my spiritual 
voyage. 

With trepidation I allowed him to 
gently remove the shrapnel of fear 

embedded in my battered heart. I 
recognized that a distorted view of 
God, and a perversion of his character 
had affected every area of my life.

That’s the moment when God 
transformed from being a distant 
Boss to my Daddy. That day became 
my Father’s Day.

Who’s Your Daddy? Do you have a 
distorted view of our Heavenly Father 
as I did? 

Do I Believe I am Loved By God?

Do you know that you make God 
smile and sing? Zephaniah 3:17 says, 
“He will take great delight in you, he 
will quiet you with his love, he will 
rejoice over you with singing.” 

Imagine a toddler charging into a 
room beaming with excitement and 
laughter as he rushes into your arms. 
That’s the way God feels every time 
he looks at you. He wants to pick you 
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up with a warm embrace. 
Do I Believe God Will 

Never Stop Loving Me?
Nothing will cause God to 

stop loving you. NOTHING. 
You cannot out-sin his love

God doesn’t wink at sin 
or ignore disobedience. He 
deeply grieves when we choose 
our own way over his. He isn’t 
pleased with sinful decisions, 
because they ultimately bring 
pain. As a loving parent he 
allows consequences to our 
poor choices in an attempt to 
motivate us to turn around.

But that doesn’t stop him 
from loving you.

His love never changes no 
matter what you have done. He 
is always willing to forgive. Our 
job is to admit the wrong done, 
apologize to him (and possibly 
others), ask for forgiveness, 
and walk toward changing the 
behavior. 

“I’ve never quit loving you 
and never will. Expect love, 
love, and more love!” (Jeremiah 
31:3)

Do I Believe God is Faithful 
and Will Not Abandon Me?

God is radically different 
than people. Learning and 

believing this truth was a huge 
step in my spiritual journey. 
I thought when the going 
got tough or I did something 
wrong, God would leave me. 

It’s a lie. He never runs. He 
is forever faithful. “The Lord 
himself goes before you and 
will be with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged” (Deuteronomy 
31:8).

If your past has been filled 
with rejection or abandonment 
it will be more difficult to grasp 
this truth.

I discovered that his 
faithfulness is permanent. It 
is an anchor that never shifts, 
disappears or abandons even 
when the waves threaten to 
overtake me. 

Do I Believe My Value is 
Determined by The Price God 
Paid for Me?

How much are you worth? If 
kidnapped what ransom would 
you bring? Too often we see 
our value through the eyes of a 
parent, spouse, sibling, friend, 
co-worker, or boss. 

Why do I believe a person 
rather than God? It’s time 
to stop the madness and 
recognize that we are looking 
in the wrong place for an 

appraisal. Your price tagged 
has already been stamped by 
higher standards.

“Because I am GOD, your 
personal God, The Holy of 
Israel, your Savior. I paid a 
huge price for you…that’s how 
much you mean to me! That’s 
how much I love you! I’d sell 
off the whole world to get you 
back, trade the creation just for 
you” (Isaiah 43:3-4, MSG).

Jesus Christ decided that 
you are significant. He decided 
that you were worth saving. He 
loves you so much that he wants 
to spend eternity with you in 
heaven. This is very good news.

My journey with Jesus now 
totals thirty four years. I’ve 
shared my “Daddy” message 
with hundreds of people across 
the globe. Most like it. Many 
share it transforms them. 

There are a few 
curmudgeons who banter that 
too much talk about God’s 
love makes God look like a 
teddy bear or Santa Clause. I 
disagree. 

Fear may keep a Christian 
obedient for a season. But once 
they know this love, the true 
Daddy’s love, it will keep them 
obedient—for a lifetime. 

Laura Petherbridge is an 
international speaker who 
serves couples and single adults. 
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Becomes ‘I Don’t’—Practical 
Steps for Healing During 
Separation and Divorce, 101 
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LauraPetherbridge.com
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As I sit to write this, news 
is replaying on TV about the 
horrific deaths at an historical 
church in South Carolina. At 
this point, it is said it was a 
lone gunman, a young man 
of 21. It is now said that the 
gunman has said that he felt 
that “blacks” were taking over 
and he felt he had to stop 
them. My heart is breaking, 
and I’m flabbergasted trying 
to understand this. Nine dead.

I just can’t fathom how 
someone, especially one so 
young, can be filled with 
so much hate that he could 
purposely hurt so many – kill 
so many. And to walk in to a 
CHURCH of all places to do 
this. I fail to comprehend how 
a human mind could plan 
such attack. I pray for all the 
families of those who lost loved 
ones; for the congregation 
of this church who lost their 
Pastor, and will have to deal 
with the memory of what 
happened in that place each 
time they are in the building. 
I pray also for the gunman’s 
parents, as they most assuredly 
are devastated to learn of their 
son’s actions. It was just stated 
on the news that the father 
of the gunman bought him 
a gun, not sure if it was the 
gun, for his 21st birthday just 
months ago. Surely he had no 
idea it would be used in this 
way. Please remember all of 
these in your prayers as often 
as you think of them.

I know already of churches 
who have felt it necessary to 
either hire security or lock 
down their buildings while 
people are there. I hate to 
think that that will become the 
norm, that because of events 
such as this – that all churches 
will have a need to lock down 
and hire security. This, at a 
place that all should feel the 

safest of all. Lord help us.
UPDATE ON SARAH:
Sarah had surgery on 

Wednesday, the 10th. At 
this time she remains in the 
hospital. Following the surgery 
doctors discovered a partially 
collapsed lung that has now 
been dealt with. At the time 
of this writing I’m told it is 
still not known who soon 
she will be released from the 
hospital. I’m told she has been 
in extreme pain, even more 
so following the surgery. But 
that the adults around her still 
remain so impressed by her 
handling of this, and say that 
she is and has been such an 
inspiration. Please keep Sarah 
and her family in your prayers.

The family remains in 
dire financial need. Please, 
prayerfully consider if there 
is anything at all you can 
do for them. If you wish to 
send cards, or any financial 
donation of any amount please 
send to: The Messenger, C/O 
Sarah, PO Box 3367, El Paso, 
TX 79923. I meet with Sarah’s 
grandmother as often as is 
possible to turn over anything 
that has come for them.

This last week I received all 
the wonderful hats crocheted 
for Sarah, and a few for her 
little sister – Thank you Jenna. 
I have not been able to get 
them to them yet, since I have 
not been able to see anyone 
while Sarah is in the hospital. 
I also received something from 
Diane – which I will turn over 
next time I am able – Thank 
you also.

Preciously Heavenly Father –
Thank You Father for who 

You are; for what You do for 
us, and for Your unconditional 
love. Thank You for always 
being there for us, walking 
beside us and / or carrying us 
through all the trials of our 
lives. 
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Father, I lift up all the 
family members and friends 
of those who were murdered 
in South Carolina. I lift up the 
church congregation and the 
people of the community as 
they mourn over this situation 
for years to come. I lift up 
the parents and family of the 
gunman Father, help them 
too as they move through the 
days ahead mourning for what 
their son did, as well as facing 
what is ahead for their son. 
As hard as it is, I also lift up 
the gunman. We know that 
You love everyone – even this 
young man. I pray Lord that 
he come to a point that he 
truly understands what he did 
was wrong, repents and comes 
to You for forgiveness.

I lift up Sarah Father and 
I pray that the treatment, the 
surgery and future chemo 
will do what is necessary to 
rid her of this cancer. As the 

rarest form of cancer it is 
unknown if this is possible – 
BUT – we know that there is 
NO problem bigger than You 
Father and nothing that is too 
hard for You to accomplish. 
We are trusting in You Father 
to do this for Sarah. We are 
believing in You for this, and 
we will give You all the glory.

I thank You Father that the 
results that have come through 
on my granddaughter, 
Madison’s EEG show no 
abnormalities. I give You the 
glory Father and am grateful 
for Your protection over 
precious Madison.

I lift up The Messenger 
and pray Father for continued 
provision to keep it going. I 
ask for Your blessings to pour 
out on all who support the 
paper: those who advertise, 
subscribe, read, and pray for – 
everyone! Also all the Pastors 
who participate in the Ask 

Christian Leaders questions 
and all those who allow the 
paper to be distributed in 
their business or church.

I pray Father that You will 
lay it on the hearts of many 
others to come on board, to 
support the ministry with 
their advertising dollars. 
Several contracts have ended, 
and we need others to replace 
those open spaces long term 
or at least until the others are 
able to return. I thank you for 
the two who contacted me this 
week, and pray Father that 
they will come through. Lead 
me to those who would be a 
good fit, who would be willing 
and able to support and with 
the ability to pay on time.

I Love You Father, and 
thank You for using me in this 
manner.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN.



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Jeremiah 17:19-27 speaks 

of Observing the Sabbath. In 
today’s society so many of us 
have to work on Sunday. Is 
this sinful? Is this perhaps the 
cause of so many things going 
wrong in our lives? Or, is this 
one of those things that is just 
an “Old Testament” law and we 
are no longer held by it?

Answers:
Jesus said regarding the 

Law and Prophets:  “I have 
not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them.” Matt 5:17 
NIV.  So, mankind was not 
left without instruction, but 
transitioned from the Law of 
Moses to that of Jesus the Son. 
The Apostle Paul wrote. “He 
forgave us all our sins, having 
canceled the written code, with 
its regulations, that was against 
us and that stood opposed to 
us; he took it away, nailing it to 
the cross.” Col 2:13-14. 

All but one of the Ten 
Commandments is repeated 
in the NT and that is the 
fourth, to keep the Sabbath. 
Disciples began immediately to 
meet on the first day, the day 
of resurrection.  Acts 2 when 
the church started/established 
on Pentecost, Acts 20:7. 1 Cor 
16:20.  John seemly makes a 
reference to it being the Lord’s 
Day. Rev 1:10.

Israel was given the 
Sabbath as a reminder of 
their deliverance from Egypt. 
Deut 5:15.  Christians observe 
communion on the first day 
because we were delivered by 
Jesus from sin via his death 
and resurrection.

While disciples are not 
required to follow the OT, it still 
has valuable lessons regarding 
faith and principles to learn. 
“These things happened to 
them as examples and were 
written down as warnings for 
us, on whom the fulfillment of 
the ages has come.” 1 Cor 10:11.

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Church of God 

(El Paso, TX)

Jeremiah 17:19-27 speaks 
of Observing the Sabbath. In 
today’s society so many of us 
have to work on Sunday. Is 
this sinful? Is this perhaps the 
cause of so many things going 
wrong in our lives? Or, is this 
one of those things that is just 
an “Old Testament” law and we 

are no longer held by it?
To answer this question 

we need to have a better 
understanding of exactly 
what the Bible is saying. The 
word Sabbath comes from the 
Hebrew word Shabbat. The 
word means “intermission or 
break” It in no ways gives any 
distinction of days. 

Mark 2:27 tells us “And he 
said to them, “The Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath.”  (Mark 2:27 ESV)  
Our focus therefore is not on 
a particular day. Our focus is 
on what the day represents: 
rest, worship, meditation on 
the Word, and time out from 
the world. God created for six 
days and then rested. He never 
created a calendar of those 
days, man did. 

Tradition was that the 
Jewish people took Sabbath 
on Saturday because of their 
calendar. The problem came 
when we turned the Sabbath 
into church day. Every day is 
for worship, any day can be for 
church, but one day should be 
set aside for the Sabbath rest. 
Yes you can go to church on 
your Sabbath.    

Pastor Michael Dickey
Clint First Baptist Church

(Clint, TX)

For a proper understanding 
of the original Sabbath 
Law, the best place to go of 
course is the original Ten 

Commandments.  There the 
Sabbath commandment is 
found both in Exodus 20:8-
11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15.  
The sermon from Jeremiah 17 
is from a frustrated prophet, 
preaching eight hundred 
years later and observing 
in his generation ordinary 
businessmen completely 
ignoring the Sabbath rule 
in the course of their every 
day affairs.  Jesus however 
taught that the “Sabbath 
was made for Man and not 
Man for the Sabbath” (Mark 
2:27). Therefore God’s people 
may work to help others on the 
sixth day of the week (Saturday, 
the true Sabbath) if other 
humans have an urgent need.  
Jesus was also teaching that the 
spirit of this law requests that 
all humans take one day out 
of seven with regularity to rest 
from their normal labors.  By 
“normal labors” both Moses 
and Jesus meant those normal 
things we do to earn money 
and provide for our families.  
God still makes it possible for 
all of His people to observe 
one day of rest out of seven if 
they earnestly seek to please 
Him in this way.  We should in 
other words view the Sabbath 
principle as God trying to help 
us; we should not reject His 
help!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger prints every 
other week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.com. 

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire to run their 
business to glorify the Lord. If you wish 
to attend it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call Cris Green 
(915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El 
Paso CCDA (Christian Community 
Development Association) has monthly 
informal gatherings to stay connected, 
build relationships, and keep creative 
ideas flowing. Gatherings are on 
3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For more 
information and next location, please 
contact Sami DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, 
(915) 269-5528, sami@ciudadnueva.
org.

Last Wednesday of each Month 

The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 pm. This is a Non-
denominational self-help support group 
for parents, grandparents & siblings who 
have lost children. Facilitator is Susan 
Crews. Bilingual. For more info call (915) 
542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of 
meeting date.

OPEN ENROLLMENT:
The High School Equivalency Program 
(HEP) at the University of Texas at El Paso 
is offering FREE GED classes and testing 
in English and Spanish to SEASONAL 
FARM WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
For more information please contact Nora 
Cuvelier, 500 W. University Ave., Graham 
Hall 206, El Paso, (915)747-5567.

VBS where children will learn Biblical 
lessons through various sports activities! 

Tuesday – Friday, June 23rd – 26th

VBS – Healing Place Church, 5312 
Rio Bravo, Santa Teresa, NM, 9:00 
am – 11:30 am. Ages kinder to 5th 
grade completion. Embark on a four 
day icy adventure and learn how to 
overcome challenges through God’s 
power. Through music, dancing, games, 
and snacks kids will see that with God 
anything is possible. For more info call 
(575) 502-4079.

Thursday, July 9th

Andy Mineo Concert – Vino Nuevo El 
Paso, 988 Kessler Drive, El Paso, 6:00 
pm – 9:00 pm. All are invited to join the 
church for this concert. For more info and 
/ or tickets call (915) 850-0200 or visit 
the website at www.somosvisionjuvenil.
com

Monday – Friday, July 13th – 17th

Calvary Chapel Mission Valley Sports 
Camp – Ysleta Park, 242 Zaragoza Rd., 
El Paso, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Annual 
VBS program where children will learn 
Biblical lessons through various sports 
activities. 

Saturday, July 25th

SKATE for Jesus El Paso 2015 – 
Eastwood Skatepark, 3100 Parkwood 
St., El Paso, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
Hope is on the Rise Fellowship Church 
invites you to their 4th skateboarding 
competition / community outreach event 
of 2015. Registration starts at 11:00 
am and admission is FREE. For more 
info call (915) 328-3542 or visit www.
skateforjesusuelpaso.com.
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
The Gospel

Foolishness or Wisdom?
Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ,
We often hear the terms 

“Gospel” or “Good News” used to 
speak of the message that ministers 
of the Gospel preach, whether it is 
from the pulpit of the local church 
or on television and radio.  That 
“preaching of the cross” is the story 
of Jesus Christ and His death on 
the cross, burial and resurrection.  
This same message has been 
preached from Bible times by the 
apostles through the centuries 
until today.  Yet, during this entire 
time there have been unbelievers 
who regarded this preaching as 
foolishness.  Scripture tells us that 
what man calls foolishness, God 
calls wisdom.  For those of us who 
love the Lord and believe in Christ 
as Christians, this wisdom is the 
power of God unto salvation.

The question you must ask 
yourself is whether you consider 
the message of the cross foolishness 
or wisdom?

“For the preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is 
the power of God.”  (I Corinthians 
1:18)

The Gospel
Worldly or Godly Wisdom?
While unbelievers are quick 

to call the Gospel “foolishness,” 
God Himself long ago rejected the 
“wisdom” of the world.  During the 
days of Isaiah God realized that 
His people were doing all the right 
things from a religious standpoint, 
following their sacrifices and 
rituals and saying the right things; 
however, their hearts were tuned 
to the worldly wisdom of man, 
not to Godly wisdom.  The Lord 
declared that the wisdom of the 
world would someday perish.  
Today we see religious people 
attending church regularly, 
participating in church functions 
and saying all the right things, but 
following the world the rest of the 
week, leaving the Lord out of their 
lives and hearts.  The Lord desires 
Christians to love Him and live for 
Him every day and everywhere, 
not just at church.

As a Christian the Lord expects 
you to daily carry with you the 
wisdom of His Word, turning from 
worldly wisdom!

“Wherefore the Lord said, 
‘Forasmuch as this people draw 
near Me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honour Me, but 
have removed their heart far from 
Me and their fear toward Me 
is taught by the precept of men:  
Therefore, behold, I will proceed 
to do a marvelous work among 
this people, even a marvelous work 
and a wonder:  for the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid.’”  (Isaiah 29:13-

May God Richly Bless You Today
If you would like to know 

more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted.  (Capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add someone to 
our contact list or to discontinue 
this prayer devotional, either reply 
to this email or contact me at the 
email addresses above. 

Cleveland Square Plaza in Downtown El Paso, located across from 
the new baseball stadium and on back of the El Paso Museum of History. 

510 N. Santa Fe St. • El Paso, TX 79901
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Servicio Domingos
10:00 am ~ 12:00 pm

“Un principio Nuevo
Comienza en el Corazón”

A ministry of Open Gate 
Church of the Nazarene 

Pastor Alex Torres


