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By Tim Challies

I suppose we are all familiar with 
the categories of sin and depravity. 
We are all familiar with the Bible’s 
ugly descriptions of fallen humanity 
and equally familiar with the 
internal corroboration of our hearts 
and the external corroboration of 
our lives. The simple fact is, we are 
sinners. We are people who have 
offended a holy God and people 
who act out that rebellion every 
day.

I know you have read the 
second chapter of Ephesians and 
reveled in the beauty of what God 
has done in calling some people 
away from a life of rebellion and 
toward a life of righteousness. 
What Christian hasn’t read it with 
joy? What Christian hasn’t seen 
the word “but” there and rejoiced 
that God entered in and changed 
everything? “But God…”

I wonder if you’ve noticed one 
fascinating little part of the text—

the change in actors or the change 
in agency.

R e a d the first 
t h r e e verses of 
t h e text, and 

a l l o w 
m e 

just a 

l it t le 
bit of 
l i b e r t y 
with the 
pronouns:

And I was dead in the 

trespasses and sins in which I once 
walked, as I followed the course of this 
world, as I followed the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in me and in all the sons of 
disobedience—among whom I once lived 
in the passions of my flesh, carrying out 
the desires of my body and my mind, and 
I was by nature a child of wrath, like 
the rest of mankind. - (Ephesians 2:1-3)

You can hardly fail to notice that 
it’s all about me. This is who I 

am when left on my own, 
when left to live my own 

life in my own way. 
And it’s not a 

pretty picture. 
It’s an ugly 
plummet from 
sin to sin, 
from spiritual 
disobedience 
to spiritual 
death and 

destruction.
And then there 

is the word “but,” and 

look what happens after that.
But God, being rich in mercy, 

because of the great love with which 
God loved us, even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, God made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved—and God raised us up with 
him and God seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 
in the coming ages God might show the 
immeasurable riches of God’s grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

You can hardly fail to notice that 
it’s all about God. This is who God 
is when God acts in accordance with 
his character. And it’s a beautiful 
picture. It’s a beautiful progression 
from love to mercy to grace to life to 
righteousness to glory.

The point and the purpose is 
simple. When we take action, we 
find only destruction. When God 
begins to move, we are given grace.

Originally appeared on www.
crosswalk.com.

Used by permission of Crosswalk.
com
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GREAT AMERICAN STEAKBURGER

C H E C K O U T O U R D A I LY S P E C I A LS !
Monday - $2 off Green Chili Cheese Steakburger

Tuesday - $2 off Ribeye Steak Sandwich
Wednesday - $2 off any 2 or 3pc Chicken Platter

Thursday - $2 off Kobe Steakburger
Friday - $3 off 12 ounce Regular Ribeye
Saturday - $2 off Grilled Salmon Platter
Sunday - $2 off Tenderloin Medallions

Only at:
701 S. Mesa Hills

one block east of Sunland Park Mall on Mesa Hills

(915) 585-78739

Creamy Chicken Chipotle Enchilada
Dish & Beverage 

Dine in OR Carry out
Mon. - Fri., thru July 31st  11 am - 2 pm

and Sat., July 25th  Noon - 4 pm

50% will be donated to

LA VID ORPHANAGE of Juarez

15.533.8890
1731 Montana Ave.

@ Williams,
1 block west of Cotton
El Paso, Tejas 79902

www.latierracafe.com

Annual Fundraiser Lunch

Additional cafe items may be purchased at additional cost. No substitutions.
Not valid with any other offer or special. All sales final.

Transitioning to inni heart eatery



I, like most of you I’m sure, 
was disappointed to hear during 
the President’s press conference 
today that the deal struck with 
Iran did not include letting Pastor 
Saeed and the other Americans 
being held, go free. If you listen 
to local Christian radio, you are 
aware that the ACLJ has worked 
tirelessly for the years Pastor 
Saeed has been imprisoned to 
get him released and home to his 
family. And, for months now the 
ACLJ has fought to have no deal 
made without the release of our 
people. But, in the end Iran got 
what they wanted, and our people 
will be left there. 

So far, as of today the deal 
is not final, as it has not been 
passed by Congress. Please be in 
constant prayer that someone of 

influence within Congress will 
come forward and insist that 
before the deal can be approved, 
the prisoners must be set free and 
– not until they are all home with 
their families. Can you imagine 
being arrested and thrown into 
prison for years on end, just 
because you are a Christian?  
Currently we have the freedom to 
worship and serve Christ without 
fear. But, with the way things are 
going – that could change. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for Your mercy, 

grace and unconditional love. I 
praise You for who You are and 
all You do. I’m grateful for the 
knowledge that I am never alone, 
that You are with me always. 

I lift up my granddaughter 
Madison, Lord. She fell and hit 
her head very hard and has a 

very large bump, and has had 
symptoms of a concussion. At 17 
months old she is fearless just like 
her daddy was, and impossible to 
keep her still. Father, give her a 
healing touch and let her have no 
lasting effects.

I continue to lift up Sarah, 
Father and pray that You will 
wrap Your arms around her 
and rid her body of all cancer. 
Lord we don’t understand why 
someone so young should have 
to go through all she has – but 
we know she is in Your hands. At 
this moment she has been back in 
the hospital again for three days. 
Comfort her Father, alleviate all 
her pain and illness. I lift up all 
her family members Father and 
ask that You calm their fears, and 
give them peace. Comfort them, 
and may all the family and Sarah 
feel Your presence surrounding 
them at all times. I lift up all the 
doctors and personnel that work 
with Sarah. Give them wisdom to 
know exactly what needs done to 
help her. 

I lift up this situation with the 
Iran deal, and the Americans 
being held there. Father this 
too is something we just can’t 
understand. To be imprisoned 
just because of being Christian 

– and for there to be no help for 
release. Be with each one of them 
being held, protect them and their 
health. Work it out either with this 
deal or some other way that they 
all be freed and sent home to their 
families – safe, sound and healthy. 
This is something that definitely 
only You can accomplish. 

I thank You Father for leading 
my son-in-law, Andrew to a new 
job that he will start on the 20th. 
Once again You came through 
with more than was asked for. 
Thank You also for my son, 
Shawne’s recent raise at work 
as well. I pray this will help his 
family also. 

I KNOW You know how that 
feels – as You see all of us as Your 
children and it pains You to see us 
struggle and in pain. But, in Your 
case – it is not that You can’t help 
us because nothing is too big or 
too hard for You. Unfortunately 
many times You want to help 
us, and we don’t let You. Forgive 
us for our sins Lord. Help us to 
be able to place our burdens at 
Your feet, and leave them there 
instead of taking them back on 
our shoulders. 

I Love You,
In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger prints every 
other week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El 
Paso CCDA (Christian Community 
Development Association) has monthly 
informal gatherings to stay connected, 
build relationships, and keep creative 
ideas flowing. Gatherings are on 
3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For more 
information and next location, please 
contact Sami DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, 
(915) 269-5528, sami@ciudadnueva.
org.

Last Wednesday of each Month 

The Compassionate Friends – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm  – 9:00 pm. This is a Non-
denominational self-help support group 
for parents, grandparents & siblings who 
have lost children. Facilitator is Susan 
Crews. Bilingual. For more info call (915) 
542-0908. Call ahead to be sure of 
meeting date.

OPEN ENROLLMENT:

The High School Equivalency Program 
(HEP) at the University of Texas at El Paso 
is offering FREE GED classes and testing 
in English and Spanish to SEASONAL 
FARM WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
For more information please contact Nora 
Cuvelier, 500 W. University Ave., Graham 
Hall 206, El Paso, (915)747-5567.

Saturday, July 25th

SKATE for Jesus El Paso 2015 – 
Eastwood Skatepark, 3100 Parkwood 
St., El Paso, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
Hope is on the Rise Fellowship Church 
invites you to their 4th skateboarding 
competition / community outreach event 
of 2015. Registration starts at 11:00 
am and admission is FREE. For more 
info call (915) 328-3542 or visit www.
skateforjesusuelpaso.com.

Monday – Friday, July 27th – 31st

“The Dancer in Me” Prophetic Dance 
Workshop – Purposeful Life Fellowship 
Church, 6400 Airport Rd., El Paso, 5:30 
pm – 8:30 pm. Realm of Praise Dance 
Ministry will host this workshop for ages 
5 years old and up. The evenings will 
consist of various forms of dance taught, 
bible study and more. For more info call 
Minister Keith (915) 240-5263.

Friday, August 7th

Grace and Peace Outreach 2015 – 
Grace Gardens, 6701 Westside Dr., 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm. All are 
invited to enjoy an evening of teaching 
as Pancho Juarez from Calvary Chapel 
of Monte Bello, California will serve as 
Guest Speaker. For more info call (915) 
497-1059.
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Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
With the legalization of 

gay marriage it has brought 
up discussion everywhere I 
go. So many questions are 
posed. I know gay couples 
that attend church. People say 
that they couldn’t go to heaven 
since they are living in sin. 
Now that they can get married, 
would they go to heaven?  Is 
there somewhere in the Bible 
that would explain this for 
them?

Answers:
No. God is very clear on this 

matter.  Regardless of the saint 
or sinner status, a person that 
lives a life contrary to Christ 
is living a life that will end in 
destruction (I Timothy 1:10; 
Rev. 21:8).  Christians need to 
keep in mind that the Word 
of God is the overall guiding 
principle of how we need to 
live.  I am puzzled how gay 
people that claim to be a 
Christian (Follower of Christ) 
can believe that God approves 
of their conduct.  Christians 
need to reach out to those that 
are lost with the saving gospel 
of Christ and the Church 
needs to hold those that claim 
Christ to higher accountability 
of behavior.  How sad for the 
Church to have to deal with 
this issue among its own.

Mark Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

For Christians, God’s Word 
is our ultimate authority, 
and His Word is revealed 
in the Bible. It is our fallen 
human nature that seeks 
to determine for ourselves 
that which is good and evil 
apart from God’s Word. As 
a result, we ignorantly get 
things backwards by calling 
bad things good and good 
things bad. This is the case 
with the legalization of gay 
“marriage.” While marriage 
is good in the Bible and 
defined as a union between 
one man and one woman, our 
confused Western culture has: 

1). denied the goodness of this 
definition of marriage and 2). 
incorrectly defined same sex 
relationships as good which 
the Bible clearly condemns as 
evil. When earthly rulers, like 
the Supreme Court, contradict 
the ultimate authority of 
God’s Word, we must obey 
God rather than human 
authorities; even if that means 
unjustly being called names in 
our community or punished 
by our government. -Acts 
5:27-32; Romans 1:16-32; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-20; Galatians 
5:13-26

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Anglican Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

What people today do not 
understand is where God is 
concerned there is no debate 
on the issue of same sex 
marriage.  In Genesis 2:24 it 
says “man shall be joined to 
his wife (female) and the two 
shall become one flesh.”  God 
created different genders for 
man and woman. God only 
recognizes marriage of these 
different genders or men 
and women.  Where God is 
concerned there is no such 
thing as same sex marriage.  
When we come to God in 
salvation we surrender 
everything to Him and accept 
His word and His teaching.  
John 14:15, “If you love Me, 
keep My commandments.”  
If a person is in rebellion 
against God and His word, 
that person cannot be 
saved. Unsaved people do 
not go to heaven. A person 
must repent to have their 
sin covered. Homosexuality 
like any other sin must be 
surrendered to God, so His 
forgiveness can cover the sin.  
Any sexual sin, heterosexual 
or homosexual will keep 
people from going to heaven, 
if they don’t repent and allow 
God to change them.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Many people confuse 
human law with God’s will 
by thinking that if something 
previously illegal is made 
legal, it has somehow become 
acceptable to God.  It is God 
who established marriage 
and the family, not humanity.  
First Corinthians 6:9-10 says, 
“Or do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  
Do not be deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 

homosexuals, nor thieves, nor 
the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, 
will inherit the kingdom 
of God.”  Just because five 
Supreme Court Justices have 
legislated by judicial action, it 
does not change what is right 
or wrong in God’s evaluation.  
God alone, not human law, 
determines one’s eternal 
destiny.  Notice in the above 
verses homosexuality and the 
effeminate (what some would 
classify as “transgender” or 
“bisexual”) are listed along 
with non-sexual sin as well as 
heterosexual sin:  fornication 
(pre-marital sexual relations) 
and adultery.  Every sin one 
commits is against God and 
all sin separates us from God.  
The only solution and way 
to receive eternal life is to 
confess all our sin (agree with 
God that what He calls sin is 
sin), repent of that sin (turn 
away from it) and receive His 
forgiveness by accepting what 
Jesus Christ did by taking 
our punishment in our place 
by His death on the cross as 
our substitute and invite Him 
to come and take authority 
over our lives as Savior and 
Lord.  That means we must 
be willing to forsake or set 
aside our sin (all forms) 
and live according to God’s 
perfect design as revealed in 
the Bible, God’s word.  Many 
fine Christian leaders have 
written extensively on the 
SCOTUS decision (see the 
lead article in the previous 
edition of The Messenger).  
If you are interested, I invite 
you to read my longer blog 
on this same subject at http://
www.sbcelpaso.org/page/blog. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

When man changes the 
definition of a word or bad 
behavior is not only called 
legal, but is also declared a 
human right, it does not alter 
the word of God.  We are all 
sinners, but as Christians 
we repent and attempt to 
abandon our sin. In our 
effort to live righteously, we 
often fail and are ashamed by 
the failure. This is different 
from living a life of sin, while 
claiming it is okay with God 
and even celebrating that 
God likes for me to live in 
disobedience because it is who 
I am.

Pick any sin and ask 
yourself, does God want me 
to quit this sin or to continue 
in the sin and brag about it. 
What about lying, murder, 

fornication, drunkenness or 
another? The Roman Empire 
declared in the first century 
that everyone in the empire 
was required to worship 
Caesar every year. Christians 
died because they would not 
worship the emperor. It was 
not only legal, it was required, 
but it was wrong for the child 
of God. 

Only sinners will go to 
Heaven, sinners washed in 
the blood of Jesus. 1 Cor 6:9-11

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

You are correct that this 
-- highly unnecessary -- issue 
has been thrust upon us by 
the recent U. S. Supreme 
Court ruling -- one that 
should have been left in the 
hands of churches (first) and 
states and municipalities 
(second).  I too know of 
homosexuals who are faithful 
church members.  Some of 
these in fact appear to work 
hard at being good disciples, 
following Jesus, loving others, 
and pursuing the Lord’s 
Great Commission (Matthew 
28:18-20).  Because they have 
been active church members 
for so long, most of them 
already know every passage in 
the Bible (Old Testament and 
New) which speaks to the issue 
of homosexual relations and 
practices.  The gay persons I 
have known seem content with 
the lifestyle they have chosen 
(and they have either chosen 
it, or chosen to remain in it), 
and no amount of arguing 
or convincing is going to 
change their mind!  The 
Church distinguishes rightly 
between homosexual identity 
(so-called) and homosexual 
practice.  God in the Bible 
condemns homosexual 
practice:  this is the act of trying 
to have sexual intercourse 
with someone of the same sex 
as you.  It is condemned by 
God and nothing any court 
says will change that.  This 
means there may well be 
persons who believe they are 
a.) homosexual, and b.) cannot 
change no matter what.  But 
as long as they refrain from 
doing what God condemns 
they can be saved!  At the end 
of the day -- and the end of 
the age for that matter, Jesus 
will be the judge of all such 
things.  I am very glad this is 
in His hands, not mine.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)
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At The 
Father’s

Feet
Sins God Hates
From Our Heart

Good Day Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ,

When we know and 
experience God’s love, it is 
difficult to imagine Him hating 
anything; however, His Word 
tells us differently as it clearly 
states there are numerous sins 
He does hate.  One book lists “At 
Least 43 Things God Hates,”[1] 
while others have found at least 
two additional things to add to 
the list.  While we know there 
are many sins that should be 
avoided, there are seven specific 
sins that are listed in Proverbs 
that “sum up most of the wicked 
things condemned by God.  The 
writer of Proverbs points the 
finger straight at our hearts and 
our sinful thought processes.”[2]  
Over the next few days let us 
look at these seven sins that must 
avoid.

As a Christian, you should 
avoid all sins; but search your 
heart as we examine these seven 
sins!

“These six things doth 
the LORD hate:  yea, seven 
are an abomination unto 
Him.”  (Proverbs 6:16)

[1] Based on Meredith’s Book 
of Bible Lists

[2] Gotquestions.org

Sins God Hates[1]
A Lying Tongue

Scripture identifies the 
devil as the father of lies, the 
opposite of God who is a God 
of truth; therefore, which one 
are we following when we speak 
with a lying tongue?  While 
lying is something that is done 
knowingly and willingly, it is 
also done with an intention to 
deceive others.  There is no 
doubt that lying is morally wrong 
and “contradicts the part of [us] 
that gives [us] moral worth.”[2]  
There are many today who 
try to justify lying or claim a 
little white lie is acceptable, but 
the Bible nowhere states that 
there are instances where lying 
is the right thing to do.  Let 
us continue thoughts on lying 
tomorrow.

Knowing that lying is wrong, 
do you find times in your life 
where you attempt to justify a lie 
you may tell?

“Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will 
do.  He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in 
him.  When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own:  for he is a liar, 
and the father of it.”  (John 8:44)

 [1] Proverbs 6:16-19
[2] http://www.scu.edu/ethics/

publications/iie/v6n1/lying.html
May God Richly Bless You 

Today
If you would like to know 

more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted.  (Capitalization 
of pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.com. 
To add someone to our contact 
list or to discontinue this prayer 
devotional, either reply to this 
email or contact me at the email 
addresses above. 

Video Rentals - Family/Christian

House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
h��������.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

Study Area with FREE Wi-Fi

(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.

(915) 996-4444
annepisarcikrealtor@gmail.com

Anne Pisarcik
Realtor




