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Sarah with Grandma, Sharon Berryhill taken at El Paso Children’s 
Hospital during Make a Wish party.  Photo by Melody Parra courtesy El Paso Inc.

By Kelly McCullough

Sarah Marquez was a born performer 
and blessed with many talents, and in 
return used those talents to bless others.

For several years, Sarah took lessons 
and performed with the British Ballet 
Academy in El Paso. I was privileged 
to accompany her grandma, my friend, 
Sharon to a performance at the Abraham 
Chavez Theatre six years or so ago. I was 
amazed to watch as Sarah lit up the stage 
with such poise and confidence for one 
so young. 

Sarah also was a talented singer, and 
many would say she had the voice of an 
angel. Her father, Larry owns a karaoke 
company, Karaoke King, and Sarah 
would accompany him on the gigs and 
would be the “opening act” and would 
astound the audience.

Through the years of her young life 
Sarah also worked to develop her skills 
as an artist. It seemed there was nothing 
she could not do. She would accomplish 
anything she set her mind to do. This 
stands to reason, I suppose, as she was 
an astute student and excelled in her 
school work at Austin High School. She 
loved school and was looking forward to 

the new school year, her senior year, and 
graduating. And she dreamed of one day 
visiting Japan and walking amongst the 
cherry blossoms she loved so much.

Sarah was quite an accomplished 
young lady at such a young age. The 
most important accomplishment of all, 
she accepted Jesus as her Savior at a 
young age and loved and served him. 
She always thought of and put others 
before and above herself. 

Less than a year ago she began feeling 
ill and for many months she was treated 
for a gastrointestinal issue it was believed 
she had. After months of treatment 
she continued to get worse until a late 
night scare landed her in an emergency 
room as she struggled to breathe. She 
was recommended to go to El Paso 
Children’s Hospital and soon after it 
was determined Sarah had a very rare 
form of childhood cancer: high grade 
undifferentiated sarcoma.

Over the months that followed 
Sarah endured many grueling rounds 
of chemotherapy, radiation and 
surgery. Through it all, with the help 
of homebound teachers from Austin 
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Psalm 91:9-16 
By Sylvia Gunter  

 Listen to the Word of God for 
you in Psalm 91:9-13.   

9 If you make the Most High your 
dwelling- 
even the LORD, who is my refuge-
10 then no harm will befall you, 
no disaster will come near your tent.
11 For he will command his angels 
concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways;
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.
13 You will tread upon the lion and the 
cobra; 
you will trample the great lion and the 
serpent.

You have the Author and 
Finisher of faith in you to 
enable you to trust the unfailing 
protection of God Most High. He is 
exalted, omnipotent, supreme, and 
overwhelming in his majesty. He 
is your tender Abba, and his sure 
promises are found in his names: 
Most High, Dwelling Place, LORD, 
and Refuge. He is your shelter, 
your place of hope and trust, your 
home. In his names no evil can 
conquer you. Feel his strength in 
these names. He is with you. He 
is Commander of the armies of 
heaven who has no equal, and he 
cannot lose. He will command his 

angels to guard you, and when he 
commands, it is done. His angels 
will hold you up in their hands. 

Yes, you will have to confront 
obstacles and be an overcomer. 
Some of the strongest obstacles 
are the lies that the enemy wants 
you to believe. Your adversary is 
the father of lies. Take your stand 
in confidence that you will tread 
upon the roaring lion and the 
serpent, the ancient foe, because 
Jesus already defeated him. You 
are a covenant son/daughter of 
God Most High. Be bold, be free, 
and take your rightful authority in 
your Protector.

Remember the character of your 
Father: God of all grace, Righteous 
Judge, Holy One, Compassionate 
and Faithful One, God of the 
impossible. Your birthright is to live 
in honor, dignity, and authority in 
Jesus’ name. You are on kingdom 
business every day everywhere 
you go under God’s orders. You 
represent your King as you carry 
out his kingdom business.

You can speak to God like this: 
“I am your covenant child, Most 
High God. I draw close to you. I 
dress myself in the armor of light. I 
plead the blood of Jesus over myself, 
my family, and my friends. I stand 
in the promises of Psalm 91. With 
Jesus Christ, my covenant-keeper 
at my side, the adversary has no 
authority over me, my family, my 
friends, or anything that touches 

my righteous jurisdiction. I will 
take my stand in the authority that 
is my heritage in Jesus’ name.” 

God answers you with his 
promises in Psalm 91:14-16.  

14 “Because he loves me,” says the 
LORD, “I will rescue him; 

I will protect him, for he 
acknowledges my name. 

15 He will call upon me, and I will 
answer him; 

I will be with him in trouble, 
I will deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him 
and show him my salvation.”

You have set your love on 
God, and he promises to make 
you inaccessible to your enemies, 
because you know him intimately. 
You know his character, his honor, 
and his fame. He promises to pay 
attention to you and respond to you 
and answer you. He promises to be 
with you in all adversity, suffering, 
anguish, and distress. He promises 
to draw you out of a tight place and 
deliver you, because you are the 
object of his affectionate care. His 
crowning promise is that he will fill 
you with the satisfaction of a full life 
and show you his help, deliverance 
from distress, victory, welfare, well-
being, and total forgiveness. In 
that you can be truly satisfied. Be 
blessed to be strong and of good 
courage, for his banner over you is 
love.   

“Be blessed in the name of the 
One who is the Banner of love over 
you”. (Song of Sol. 2:4).

Taken from You Are Blessed In 
The Names Of God, page 103-104, © 
2008 Sylvia Gunter.  Available 
from www.thefathersbusiness.com. 
An archive of past devotionals is 
available on the website. 

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com and Sylvia 
Gunter.

High, she was able to complete 
her course work for 11th grade 
to keep her on track for her 
senior year. The teachers would 
work with her when at home, 
and even during the stays in 
the hospital. They were as 
committed as Sarah, to do what 
was necessary. 

Several months ago the family 
was linked up with the Make a 
Wish group, and Sarah’s wish 
was to go to Japan. The group 
began to work towards fulfilling 
that dream. Unfortunately, on 
July 4th Sarah grew sicker and 
entered the hospital to stay. 
Once it was determined that it 
would not be possible for her to 
make the trip, the organization 
put together an all-out Japanese 
extravaganza and held the 
party a few weeks ago in one 
of the conference rooms at 
the hospital. Family, friends, 
teachers, school staff, doctors 
and nurses all joined in her 
celebration. It wasn’t Japan, but 
Sarah enjoyed the day, and it 
was the next best thing to being 
there.

Soon after Sarah began 
to decline further and it was 
apparent she would not return 
to school for her senior year. The 
principal, assistant principal 
and multiple teachers from 
Austin High presented Sarah 
with a graduation cap and tassel 
along with an honorary high 
school diploma. 

The family spent day and 
night at the hospital with her, 
there wasn’t a moment she was 
alone except when necessary 
for doctors or nurses to do their 
thing. When it was determined 
that Sarah would not live much 
longer, the doctors held a 
discussion with Sarah. Through 
it all, all the pain and suffering 
and knowing she didn’t have 

long to live – Sarah handled 
everything that came her way 
with a grace and maturity that 
many adults do not acquire! 

Regardless of her suffering, 
Sarah never complained, and 
continued always to think of and 
put others first. I was told that 
at one point she told her family, 
“I’m not afraid to die, I’m just 
worried about you guys.”  She 
tried her best not to cry, but 
during the last months she did 
now and then, but still did not 
complain or ask, “Why me?” The 
family has continuously raved 
about the wonderful treatment 
they and Sarah received by the 
doctors, nurses and all staff at 
El Paso Children’s Hospital. 
Everything possible was done to 
alleviate her pain and make her 
as comfortable as was possible.

Sarah fought this battle with 
dignity and grace as she did 
everything else in life. But, the 
Lord ended her suffering and 
called her home Friday, August 
14 at 2:09 am with her mom 
and dad, Courtney and Larry 
Marquez at her bedside each 
holding her hand. 

Visitation was held at Sunset 
Funeral Home - West on 
Monday, August 17 from 5:00 
to 9:00 pm. Rosary services 
at 7:00 pm. Funeral Mass on 
Tuesday, August 18 at St. Patrick 
Cathedral at 9:00 am, with 
Internment at Memory Gardens 
of the Valley Cemetery.

Following the Rosary people 
were allowed to come forward to 
tell memories of Sarah. Several 
adults and young friends from 
school did so. One of Sarah’s 
oncologists from El Paso 
Children’s Hospital, Dr. Mary 
Lecaze spoke briefly. She told 
of what a wonderful young lady 
Sarah was, and how impressed 
the hospital staff always was with 
her, about her not complaining 
and thoughtfulness toward 
others. I didn’t get the names 
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of the others who spoke, but 
one other adult female spoke 
of her last visit and Sarah 
said, “Please be sure everyone 
celebrates Jenny.”  Sarah’s little 
sister Jenny’s birthday was 
August 10. And even in Sarah’s 
extreme pain at this late stage, 
she was more concerned that 
Jenny’s birthday was celebrated!  
Others spoke, young and old, 
and all held the same theme – 
how giving, caring, loving and 
selfless Sarah had always been. 
Eleven year old Jenny also 
spoke, sharing multiple times 
how much she loved her sister, 
and how much Sarah loved her 
and never got mad at her, no 
matter what!

Loss is never easy – and 
loss of one so young, with so 
much ahead of them, is utterly 
confounding. We can’t explain 
it, we can’t understand it. 
Although SHE never did, WE 
ask, “Why?”  We will never know 
the answer this side of heaven. 
BUT – we are assured, as Christ 
followers, that since she had long 
ago accepted Jesus Christ as her 
Savior – we KNOW she now 
is with Jesus. She is no longer 
in pain, no longer suffering. 
The moment she uttered her 
last breath here – she took a 

strong, healthy breath with 
Jesus by her side. We don’t 
understand why anyone, 
especially one so young, 
is allowed to suffer. Why 
not just go peacefully in 
her sleep?  In God’s Word 
we are told that we WILL 
have suffering. I can only 
surmise that through her 
suffering Sarah has left 
a legacy that will live on 
through the hearts and 
minds of all who knew 
her. All who watched her 
struggle, yet never waiver 
from the dignity and 
grace that made up her 
personality. People were 
and will remain amazed at 
her strength and maturity 
to face this dreaded disease 
head on with confidence, 
and not fear death. She knew 
where she was going. She 
suffered much, but in the 
realm of eternity it was a short 
time compared to an eternity 
of a heavenly, perfected body 
– where there will be no more 
pain, sorrow, or suffering.

Please continue to pray for 
this family. I, as well as the 
family thank those who so 
graciously donated to help the 
family. And, although Sarah is 

gone – there is still a great need. 
If you feel so lead to help with 
funeral and burial expenses you 
can still send donations to:  The 
Messenger, PO Box 3367, El 
Paso, TX 79923, C/O Sharon. 
OR if you prefer you can send 
to the GoFundMe account that 
has been set up:  gofundme.
com/pp4v1w.  

Sarah Marquez, taken 
December 2014. 

Photo by Courtney Marquez.



Questions are sent to 42 
Christian Leaders and all that 
respond by deadline are published. 
Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The 
Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please 
email your contact information to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
A “new Christian” friend 

from church recently 
wronged me by taking 
advantage. I could ignore it 
and just forgive so as not to 
risk running her off from her 
new faith and our church; or 
I could confront her to make 
her aware this is not proper 
or acceptable Christian 
behavior to help her grow in 
her Christian walk, but risk 
running her off. What do you 
suggest the Christian, Biblical 
choice should be? Can you 
share Scripture references to 
point in the right direction? 
And if I am to confront, is 
there Scripture I can share 
that would apply to such a 
situation?

Answers:
The choice to either 

address the offense (Matthew 
18:15-17; Galatians 2:11-14; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15) or 
allow love to cover the sin 
(1 Peter 4:8) depends on 
how you were “wronged...by 
taking advantage”. In light 
of personal trespasses against 
God and neighbor that we’ve 
been forgiven by Christ’s 
Cross, allowing love to cover 
the sin is the way to address 
offenses most of the time (1 
Peter 2:18-25; 3:8-18). While 
our culture encourages us 
to exercise our “rights”, this 
approach fuels conflict (1 
Corinthians 10:23-24, 31-33). 
If it is necessary to confront, 
then love is to be maintained 
as you “walk by the Spirit” 
according to God’s Word 
(John 13:34-35; Romans 13:8-
10; Galatians 5:3-18, 22-24; 1 
Corinthians 13:1-7; Ephesians 
5:1-2; 1 John 3:11-24). Prayer, 
patience and kindness will 
allow you to avoid addressing 
conflict according to “the 
flesh” (Galatians 5:19-21, 24-
26; James 1:19-20). Ultimately, 
there should never be a desire 
to seek retaliation (Matthew 
5:38-48; Romans 12:9-21). 

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Two very important 
passages in the New 
Testament that deal with 
confronting sinful behavior 
in others are in Matthew 18 
and Galatians 6.  In Matthew 
18:15-17 Jesus directs you to 
go directly to the one who 
has sinned against you and 
share with them.  If they are 
not responsive, to then go 
with two or three others with 
the attitude of restoring the 
one in error.  The context is 
absolutely critical.  Jesus has 
just been teaching about not 
causing someone else to sin 
and to seek diligently one 
who is lost to restore him 
or her.  The motivation of 
restoration is overriding.  In 
the same way Galatians 6:1 
says, “Brothers, if anyone is 
caught in any transgression, 
you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness.  Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.”  Here again the 
attitude is one of reaching 
out in loving concern to 
restore one who is in error, 
but it is coupled with the 
warning to guard your own 
heart and attitude so that 
you also do not fall into sin.  
The following verses speak of 
bearing each other’s spiritual 
burdens and recognizing 
that we are easily subject to 
prideful attitudes.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)
 
I don’t know what your 

new Christian friend did to 
cheat you, but if this person 
was invited to become a 
Christian with the challenge 
of discipleship, and if she is 
serious about her walk with 
Jesus, then she should be 
open to your gentle rebuke.  
That we must do so with our 
weaker brethren is clear from 
the Lord Himself: (Luke 17:3-
4)  Take heed to yourselves; 
if your brother sins, rebuke 
him, and if he repents, forgive 
him; and if he sins against 
you seven times in the day, 
and turns to you seven times, 
and says, ‘I repent,’ you must 
forgive him.”  

If your friend so-called 
friend “turns and runs” after 
being confronted by sin, then 

her faith was weak in the first 
place -- too weak to make 
her of much use to Jesus and 
His work of building a strong 
church in this world.  What 
you want to do here is help 
your friend learn to “nip in the 
bud” such cheating behavior 
early in her walk with Jesus.  
If you don’t help her do this 
now, only trouble will come 
later.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Matthew 5:9 says, Blessed 
are the peacemakers for 
they shall be called sons of 
God. We are fulfilling an 
important ministry when 
we promote reconciliation 
in the midst of a personal 
conflict.

Galatians 6:1 exhorts 
us to restore one who sins 
or offends us in the spirit 
of meekness. Meekness is 
developed by submitting 
control of the situation to 
The Lord and allowing Him 
to handle the conflict. When 
offenses occur do three 
things: face it, forgive it, and 
move forward - forget it. See 
Philippians 3:12-14

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

We live in times where 
morality and character 
follow the standards of self-
interest.  When a person is 
born again, some of these 
standards are carried in 
their Christian life and it 
may take some time for 
these to change.  When we 
are wronged Matthew 5:11 
says we are blessed.  We 
have some guidance in 
Matthew 6:38-48.  Jesus 
told us to allow ourselves to 
be used and to love those 
who take advantage.  New 
believers often have thin 
skins.  When we bring 
correction, their immaturity 
comes forth and they fell 
persecuted.  We should 
never bring correction 
unless it has been bathed in 
prayer.  Only the power of 
the Holy Spirit can change 
a difficult situation into a 
blessing.  In this situation 
if wrong has occurred, it 
is evident that this person 
is still moved by the f lesh.  
Give it some time and if the 
immature attitude does not 

change, then address it in 
the love of Christ.  Continue 
to pray that their eyes may 
be opened and conviction 
will bring change in their 
lives.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

To be honest it depends 
on the situation. If this is a 
situation that is truly wrongful 
and hurtful then I would 
suggest following the model for 
biblical confrontation. (found 
in Matthew 18:15-17).

“If your brother or sister 
sins, go and point out their 
fault, just between the two of 
you. If they listen to you, you 
have won them over.  But if 
they will not listen, take one or 
two others along, so that every 
matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. If they still refuse 
to listen, tell it to the church; 
and if they refuse to listen 
even to the church, treat them 
as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector.”

If it’s just an insult then I 
would turn the other cheek

Pastor Rick Roberson
The Branch Community 
Church of the Nazarene

(Chaparral, NM)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure 
to send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire to run their 
business to glorify the Lord. If you wish 
to attend it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call Cris Green 
(915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 

pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El 
Paso CCDA (Christian Community 
Development Association) has monthly 
informal gatherings to stay connected, 
build relationships, and keep creative 
ideas flowing. Gatherings are on 
3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm. For more 
information and next location, please 
contact Sami DiPasquale, Ciudad 
Nueva, (915) 269-5528, sami@
ciudadnueva.org.

OPEN ENROLLMENT:

The High School Equivalency Program 
(HEP) at the University of Texas at El 
Paso is offering FREE GED classes 
and testing in English and Spanish to 
SEASONAL FARM WORKERS AND 

THEIR FAMILIES. For more information 
please contact Nora Cuvelier, 500 W. 
University Ave., Graham Hall 206, El 
Paso, (915)747-5567.

Tuesday, September 1st

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and young 
professionals to engage the person of 
Jesus Christ, and equip young adults to 
make disciples. Although, One Way is 
not affiliated with any individual church 
(we are an independent non-profit 
organization), we make it a point to 
connect our guests to a Jesus-following 
congregation.  As a ministry, we meet 
the first Tuesday of every college 
semester month (February, March, April, 
May, September, October, November, 
and December), and we aim to start 
several smaller community groups, 
discipleship groups, and Bible studies 
that meet on a weekly basis. Follow this 

group: Follow us on: Instagram @one_
way_ministries; Facebook: facebook.
com/onewayep and www.onewayep.
org
#onewayep

Chaparral First Baptist Church, 401 
Paseo Real, Chaparral, NM, 8:30 am 
– 3:30 pm. Enjoy a day of teaching with 
Beth Moore via Simulcast, with lunch 
provided. No day care will be available. 
Seating is limited, so reserve your space 
today! RSVP by September 6 to (575) 
824-4500.

Saturday, October 3rd

Concert: Third Day with Brandon 
Heath – Plaza Theatre Performing Arts 
Center, Downtown El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
One of the most popular Christian bands 
of our time, Third Day, will perform 
in our great city! Tickets are available 
now on ticketmaster.com seats ranging 
in cost from $17.00 to $32.50 PLUS 
Ticketmaster fees.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Sins God Hates[1]
When Good Comes from Lying

Good Day Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,

When Corrie ten Boom was 
hiding Jews in her home in Nazi-
occupied Holland, she lied to Nazi 
soldiers to protect the Jews from 
being captured and killed.  During 
the time of slavery in America, 
those manning the Underground 
Railroad lied to save slaves on 
their flight to freedom.  In the Old 
Testament the Hebrew midwives 
lied to Pharaoh, probably 
saving many Hebrew babies.[2]  
Additionally, Rahab lied to protect 
the Israelite spies.[3]  In each of 
these four instances good came 
from lying and horrible evil was 
averted; however, the question 
remains:  is there ever a time 
when lying is the right thing to 
do?  Let us continue tomorrow and 
examine possible answers.

Do not take these instances of 
good coming from lies to justify 
any lie you may be thinking of 
telling!

Rahab’s lie:
“But the woman had taken the 

two men and hidden them.  And 
she said, ‘True, the men came 
to me, but I did not know where 
they were from.  And when the 
gate was about to be closed at 
dark, the men went out.  I do not 
know where the men went.  Pursue 
them quickly, for you will overtake 
them.’”  (Joshua 2:4-5 - ESV)

 May God Richly Bless You 
Today

[1] Proverbs 6:16-19
[2] Exodus 1:15-21
[3] Joshua 2:5

Sins God Hates[1]
Is Lying Always the Right Thing 

to Do?
Our examples yesterday from 

the Bible of the lies told by the 
midwives and Rahab leave us with 
the question:  Were the lies the 
right thing to do?  The Bible tells 
us that “God dealt well with the 
midwives,” blessing them for saving 
many Hebrew babies.  We also 
know that Rahab the prostitute 
was remembered and commended 
by God for her faith in saving the 
spies.[2]  Lying may have been 
the only possible way to prevent 
horrible deaths, perhaps making it 
an acceptable thing to do; however, 
situations like these are extremely 
rare, and it is unlikely we would 
ever encounter such an instance.  
Likewise, we must remember that 
the Bible condemns lying in the 
harshest way, states that God hates 
a lying tongue, and does not ever 
condone lies; therefore, instead of 
using these examples as excuses 
to lie, we should always speak and 
rejoice in the truth.

Bring honor and glory to the 
Lord by speaking the truth in all 
circumstances and situations!

“Love finds no joy in 
unrighteousness but rejoices in 
the truth.”  (I Corinthians 13:6 - 
HCSB)

 [1] Proverbs 6:16-19
[2] Hebrews 11:31
May God Richly Bless You 

Today
If you would like to know 

more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted.  (Capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. To add someone to 
our contact list or to discontinue 
this prayer devotional, either reply 
to this email or contact me at the 
email addresses above. 

HERE I AM, 
SEND ME
By Jeffrey Pollock

Take my heart, 
Make it start, Lord; 

May I follow only You.

Shake my soul, Lord, 
Forgive my selfishness; 

Awaken true 
faith in me. 

Break my will, 
Make it be still, Lord; 
Might I seek only You. 

Stake my heart, Lord, 
Sanctify it in Your 

truth; 
Here I am, send me!  

Isaiah 8:6
I heard God ask, “Whom 

shall I send?”




