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By Kelly McCullough

Mark Rawlins had a dream, and 
after spending much time researching, 
conducting a feasibility study, and 
much planning and hard work, that 
dream became a reality. Two years 
ago, El Paso International School of 
Faith began accepting its first students. 
The school is non-denominational 
therefore, students from all 
denominations are welcome.

On Saturday, August 22 El Paso 
International School of Faith held their 
first Commencement Ceremony, and 
awarded diplomas to nine graduating 
students from the program. There 
were 152 people in attendance who had 
come to support those graduating.

Lawrence Vanley, Pastor of 
McCombs Baptist Church, and 
President of EPISF gave a brief 
overview of EPISF and how it began, 
with Mark’s dream and hard work, 
many volunteer instructors, and the 
Board of Directors. He praised the 
SBTC for sending Pastor Chuy Avila 
to El Paso, who now serves on the 
Board of Directors as well as Pastoring 
a church, La Verdad. 

Pastor Vanley introduced the 
Key Note Speaker, Mark Rawlins, 
Director of EPISF. Mark has been in 
ministry for 30 plus years. He was ordained 
in 1996, and serves also as Associate Pastor at 
McCombs Baptist Church. He has numerous 
degrees in computers and other studies, and 
is currently completing a Doctorate degree in 
Leadership in Higher Education. “Mark has 
laid his heart on the line to create EPISF”, 
stated Vanley.

Mark Rawlins began his address paying 
tribute to his long time mentor for over 25 
years, the late Dr. Richard T. Ware who passed 
away January 24, 2011. It was decided that 
the ministerial portion of the school would be 
named after Dr. Ware, bearing the name, Dr. 
Richard T. Ware School of Ministry.  While 
taking Greek studies with Dr. Ware, it was he 

who gave Mark the educational philosophy, 
“I am here to teach students the subject, not 
the subject to the students.”  

That means that in a class of 200 people, 
there are 200 different learning styles. It is 
his job to teach each student at the students 
learning style. Mark strives to carry this 
through, as Dr. Ware did. 

Some of Mark’s remarks in his address: 
“This is only a stepping stone, you are 
not finished yet. We honor you and your 
steadfastness to study and to show yourself 
approved unto God. We recognize your 
faithfulness to stay the course to testify the 
gospel and the grace of God. We acknowledge 
your willingness to serve and to stay the 
course in the testing. We share in part for 

equipping to always be ready and to always 
give an account of the hope that is within you. 
To you the congregation while it is only fitting 
and right that we take time to celebrate the 
accomplishments of these men and women, 
we must remember that while their task is not 
complete, we must remain in constant prayer 
that they will stay the course; that they will 
be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of God. Support their physical and 
financial needs, to fulfill their ministry as led 
by God through the Holy Spirit. Encourage 
them in words, be patient with them as they 
continue to grow in grace. It will not come 
without mistakes, it will not come without 
trial and error. But encouraging them is part 
of our job. These tasks will not be easy, but 

is necessary if they are going to fulfill 
the great commission….It is not your 
ministry – but Gods. Treat it as such. 
Commit yourself entirely to it. Speak 
only sound doctrine as you have been 
taught through God’s Word. Don’t let 
anyone steal your joy. I commit you 
to God. May all the churches of God 
greet you.”

Pastor Chuy Avila, also member of 
the Board of Directors, then announced 
the graduates and presented the 
Diplomas. The nine graduates are: 
Roger D. Lampley, Melvin Zollicoffer, 
Antonio Arteche, Ictiandro Wilson 
Bidot Dreque, Isaac H. Hernandez, 
Jesus Mares, Liliana Roblero and 
Lorenzo Martinez.

Pastor Vanley then confirmed 
the validity of the Diplomas and the 
ability that each graduate would be 
qualified to serve as a minister having 
completed the Pastoral / Ministerial 
course work. Pastor Avila gave the 
closing prayer and then the graduates 
along with family and friends were 
treated to a wonderful meal provided 
by McCombs Baptist Church.

Courses offered by EPISF are: 
Pastoral / Ministerial Training, 
Church Leadership Training, Youth 
Leadership Training, Old Testament 
101, Basic Bible Fundamentals, 

Evangelism 101 as well as other self-help type 
courses: CPR & First Aid, Intro to Computers 
and Self Defense Techniques. Classes are 
offered in classroom instruction and one on 
one to fit each students learning style. Courses 
are set at affordable and reasonable rates, and 
scholarships are available.  

If you are interested in learning more 
about EPISF, courses available, being a 
host site for classes, volunteering as an 
instructor or have any questions, visit 
the website at www.episf.org or contact 
Director Mark A. Rawlins at (915) 526-
4752 or email episf@gmail.com with 
your query.

Top Row (L to R): Lawrence Vanley, Mark A. Rawlins, Mario Martinez, Sergio Lopez, David 
Fajardo. Middle Row (L to R): Dr. Jorge Diaz, Rigoberto (Rico) Garza, Chuy Avila. Bottom Row 
(L to R): Jorge Ramos, Melvin Zollicoffer, Liliana Roblero, Jesus Mares, Lorenzo Martinez, 
Isaac Hernandez, Antonio Arteche, Roger Lampley. Front Row (Center): Ictiandro Wilson Bidot 
Dreque. Photo by Kelly McCullough



Warren families as many of them 
sit by the bedside of their loved 
one. Comfort them and give them 
peace as they know that soon they 
will lose her. May they feel Your 
presence with them as they move 
through the days ahead making 
plans, and the months and years 
ahead as they have to go through 
life without her.

I continue to lift up the 
Marquez and Berryhill families 
following Sarah’s death. Father 
help them as they walk through 
the grieving process in the days, 
months and years ahead of them. 
Please also comfort them, bring 
peace, and cause them to feel 
Your presence with them. I lift up 
Jenny, Sarah’s little sister – school 
started just after losing her sister, 
and this is a most difficult time 
for her. Help her Lord throughout 
this school year. Give her teachers 
a special touch as they work with 
her, give them compassion and 
patience as they work with her.

Father I lift up all the 
Anonymous requests – health, 
financial, business related issues. 
We know that although we don’t 
know names or specifics, You do. 
You are the Great Physician and 
Provider. You are all-knowing, 
so You know the specific needs 
of all. I pray Father that all who 
need help in these areas, that You 
will provide and that each person 
will know without doubt that that 
provision came directly from 
Your hand.

I lift up all school children 
and teachers everywhere Father. 
Help them to get enough to eat, 
enough sleep to help them better 
concentrate while at school and 
be on their best behavior. Help 
them to understand what is being 
taught, and to learn on their grade 
level. Keep them safe getting to 
and from school whether they 
walk, ride bikes, are driven by a 
parent or ride a bus. I lift up all 
teachers, Lord and ask that You 
give them wisdom, patience and 
compassion for the students they 

work with. Keep them safe as 
well – and keep all students and 
teachers healthy.

I lift up The Messenger, Father. 
I ask for Provision financially. 
I ask Lord that You bless every 
advertiser that supports this 
ministry. Bless their businesses – 
may they prosper, and may they 
know that provision is from You 
for their generosity and support of 
this ministry. Bless their families, 
health and relationships. Bless 
all those who read the paper and 
may they always find at least one 
thing, one story, a poem, or the 
ASK questions – that blesses 
them, or educates them in some 
way to help bring them to a closer 
relationship with You. Or, for 
those who do not yet know You 
– may something speak to them 
and cause them to seek You, and 
want to learn more about what 
having a relationship with You 
would be like.

I lift up my two precious 
grandkids having birthdays 
this month – Kelsey and Aiden. 
Bless them Father and give them 
great birthdays. Keep them safe, 
happy and healthy at all times. 
I miss them so much. I lift up 
all my family Father. My mom, 
sister, brother and grandson 
in Illinois that I haven’t seen in 
years. Bless them, protect them, 
and keep them all happy and 
healthy always too. And I lift up 
my son and his family here in El 
Paso. Although they are here – 
I don’t get to spend much time 
with them because I am kept so 
busy. Bless them, keep them safe 
happy and healthy always also. I 
want them all to know how much 
I love them, miss them and want 
the best for them. I wish so much 
that circumstances were different 
so that we could all be together 
often as it once was. 

Thank You Father for using 
me for Your service. Continue 
to guide me, and give me 
discernment to know what it is 
You want for the future. I love 
You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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GLORY STORY
By Jeffrey Pollock

Tell me a story of grace and glory, 
Found at the CROSS of JESUS our God; 

Full of sorrow and joy make me laugh and cry, 
Help me believe in salvation through Christ.

Full of peace and full of war,
Cause my spirit to sing and soar;

Anchored in time to the Word of Christ,
Jesus our Lord.

Tell me a story of faith and mercy, 
Built on the TRUTH of CHRIST our God; 
Full of compassion make me love and cry, 

Cause me to wonder at the sacrifice of Christ.
Full of praise and full of passion,

Move my soul to holy action;
Anchored to eternity in the Word of Christ,

Jesus our Lord.
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From His Messenger...

From His Messenger ….
Here we are at yet another 

Anniversary of 9/11. I can’t believe 
it has been 14 years. At times it seems 
longer ago, but most often seems not 
so long ago. I’m guessing none of us 
will never forget where we were or 
what we were doing at the moment 
we heard the news. And most of 
us were glued to any TV or radio 
reports on updates of the aftermath 
for weeks and months. 

Many things changed for our 
country after those attacks. Some 
for the better, some not. Many 
new precautions were put in place 
to protect us. And some of those 
precautions only serve to cause 
more fear, paranoia and anxiety. I 
wonder – do you feel safer now, or 
more fearful?  There have been so 
many other threats, and suspicious 
acts since then. I’m just thankful 
that no matter what happens in the 
future – the Lord wins. And, those 
who know Him win as well.

Please, as often as you think of 
9/11 remember to pray for all the 
families who lost loved ones, and 
those who were injured and deal 
with the injuries and memories still 
today. 

****
Prayer Requests: 
Shofield & Warren families 

(IL) - A loved one is dying of lung 
cancer. Hospice has called the 
family in. 

Marquez & Berryhill 
families (El Paso) - As they 
go through the grieving process 
following Sarah’s death.

Anonymous Requests – 
Several unspoken requests have 
come in: Health issues, financial 
issues, business issues. We don’t 
need to know specifics – God knows 
what is needed and for whom.

All School children & 
Teachers – Students everywhere 
have now returned for the new 
school year. Pray the Lord helps 
them to learn and behave at 
school. Also to keep them safe at 
all times whether walking, riding 
bikes, being driven or taking a bus 
to get to school. Pray wisdom and 
patience for all the teachers.

The Messenger – Please join 
me in praying for this ministry. 
Pray blessings for all the advertisers 
that support the paper. Pray the 
Lord will send others to partner 
with us, and support financially so 
that we can continue to reach the 
communities we serve. Also, pray 
that all who read the paper will 
be blessed by something in these 
pages.

****
Precious Heavenly Father –
I lift up the Shofield and 



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
I have attended services 

that mention seeking signs 
from God, and for years have 
prayed asking the Lord to 
show me signs to help me 
determine decisions I am 
to make. However, recently 
in my reading of Scripture I 
read in Matthew 12:39 - that 
it is only evil ones who seek 
signs. I don’t know how I 
have not noticed this before 
and am distraught that I have 
done this for so many years. Is 
this indeed sinful, and could 
this be the cause of the trials 
I experience? And, if this is 
wrong - why are there services 
that lead us to, or teach us to 
seek signs and wonders?

Answers:
Jesus’ statement in Matthew 

12:39 was in reply to religious 
leaders who were asking for proof 
that He was the Messiah.  His 
statement that their only sign would 
be the sign of Jonah is a reference 
to His death (in the tomb 3 days) 
and resurrection.  People are 
always impressed by miraculous 
events, which is why we are so 
easily led astray when something 
unexpected happens – we forget 
that Satan is powerful and is a 
counterfeit who mimics the things 
of God.  God did allow “signs and 
wonders” to accompany the works 
of Jesus and the early church as a 
way of furthering the gospel.  They 
always attested to truth of God, not 
simply for the benefit of the person 
affected.  This was the exception 
more than the rule, however.  
Henry Blackaby in his book and 
study “Experiencing God” points 
out that the Holy Spirit speaks 
to us in these ways:  through the 
Bible, through prayer, through 
other Christians and through 
circumstances.  If you are seeking 

direction from God (“signs”), look 
for God to answer by spending 
time in prayer and Bible reading.  
Pay attention to what others say 
that speak to your need, especially 
when they have no knowledge of 
what you are seeking, and watch 
how God uses circumstances to 
direct you.  God always moves 
and will confirm His direction in 
your life in more than one area.  
The inner voice of the Holy Spirit 
always will be confirmed in at least 
one of these other ways.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Context, context, context.  
Jesus never indicates that we (His 
children) not come to, rely on, or 
make our request known to Him.  
The verse you are having difficulty 
with deals with individuals that 
are religious in nature and not 
seeking no able to understand 
spiritual truth.  Jesus defines evil 
individuals as those that are evil 
and adulterous (lustrous physically 
and materialistic) in their ways of 
living.  True believer cannot make 
it throughout life without casting 
our care upon Jesus.  Read the 
following: Matthew 11: 28, 29; 
1Peter 5:7; Hebrews 4:16. 

Mark Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

Matthew 12:39 records Jesus’ 
response to Pharisees after He 
healed a demon possessed man. 
Rather than accepting that 
healing as a sign of Christ’s divine 
authority and coming Kingdom, 
the Pharisees accused Jesus of 
casting out demons by Beelzebul; 
thus blaspheming the Holy Spirit. 
Their request for another sign 
reveals their evil blind hard-
heartedness to that earlier sign. As 
a Christian, you seeking a sign is 
not the same as those whom Jesus 
is addressing here. I can’t speak 
to your current trials or why some 
seek signs. I can say that God has 
spoken to us through His Word 
recorded in the Bible. The Holy 
Spirit opens our eyes to understand 
God’s Word. God’s Word reveals 
God’s will for us; that we be holy 
/ sanctified in His Word made 
flesh, Jesus, by the Holy Spirit Who 

enables us to live lives pleasing to 
God in love, generosity, and respect 
(1 Thessalonians 4:1-12).

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Rom 10:17 reads “faith comes 
from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word 
of Christ.” NIV. Nevertheless, 
many who talk the most about 
faith, are often the ones who tell 
you to seek signs.  We should not 
ask God for a sign. We can look 
back on our life and in faith, say, 
I believe that was God working 
in my life. This does not make it a 
sign, but a statement of faith. 

The struggle of disciples is our 
desire to remove faith and replace 
it with “I know.”  We want faith 
to change into knowing, not fully 
grasping that the full knowledge of 
God will not be ours until the Lord 
Jesus returns.

Hold to your faith and remain 
in the Word of God. 2 Tim 3:16-17 
That is all you need.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

The text you quoted from 
Matthew shows us Jesus berating 
those who continue to seek 
additional signs and wonders to 
prove He (or anyone for that matter) 
is the Messiah.  Those that seek 
these signs are the Jewish upper 
class, the scribes and Pharisees.  
They ask Jesus for a sign, and that 
must have frustrated him terribly.  
He had already given many Jewish 
people a great many signs:  the 
wonderful works He himself did, 
the forgiving love he showed, and 
the great things He taught.  Yet His 
opponents remained unconvinced 
that He was the Messiah, and they 
sought still more.  But God still 
makes use of signs and wonders 
to convict and convince those 
who have not yet believed!  Read 
Peter’s sermon on Pentecost Day, 
and you will see him referring to 
such things as evidence that Jesus 
is the Christ and the Savior (Peter 
also quotes Joel 2 which refers to 
signs and wonders).  Moreover, if 
a Christian individual is troubled 
about a decision he should make, 
then, in fellowship with others and 

with much prayer, it is all right 
for him to seek some kind of sign 
from God to help him make his 
decision.  I have done this, and 
God has indeed provided a sign.  
Sometimes we need this in order to 
be sure about which way to turn.  
So seek and rejoice!

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Speaking of signs and wonders, 
the Jews were challenging Jesus to 
perform at their request. He had 
already done thousands of miracles 
in their present and their hearts 
had only become harder. We are 
told to walk by faith and not by 
sight.  In this day, so many are 
preaching emotional experiences 
and telling their flocks to seek 
them.  And yet Jesus said we are to 
operate by that which is not seen, 
which is faith.  He devotes a whole 
chapter to faith in Hebrews 11.  
That which is seen is temporal or 
temporary and that which is not 
seen is eternal.  We are told to seek 
the eternal.  Concerning God’s 
direction in your life, pray and ask 
for His wisdom and leadership.  
You can be sure as you wait upon 
Him and listen in your spirit, that 
you will hear the still small voice of 
direction that you need.  God will 
not leave you to hanging, He will 
give you wisdom as you seek His 
face.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

It is wrong to seek proof that 
God exists by Him showing signs 
and wonders to get us to believe. 
This is not an act of faith. Read 
Hebrews 11:6. But it would be 
great to see some genuine signs 
and wonders taking place in our 
American churches! In the New 
Testament, signs and wonders 
were done to evangelize the world. 
They were not sought after but 
came through the apostles as they 
ministered to unbelievers. They 
were of God not of men. 

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks 
in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

Saturday, October 3rd

Concert: Third Day with Brandon 
Heath – Plaza Theatre Performing 
Arts Center, Downtown El Paso, 7:00 
pm. One of the most popular Christian 
bands of our time, Third Day, will 
perform in our great city! Tickets are 

available now on ticketmaster.com 
seats ranging in cost from $17.00 to 
$32.50 PLUS Ticketmaster fees.

Tuesday, October 6th

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and young 
professionals to engage the person of 
Jesus Christ, and equip young adults 
to make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent 
non-profit organization), we make 
it a point to connect our guests to 

a Jesus-following congregation.  
As a ministry, we meet the first 
Tuesday of every college semester 
month (February, March, April, May, 
September, October, November, 
and December), and we aim to start 
several smaller community groups, 
discipleship groups, and Bible studies 
that meet on a weekly basis. Follow 
this group: Follow us on: Instagram 
@one_way_ministries; Facebook: 
facebook.com/onewayep and www.
onewayep.org #onewayep

Saturday, October 17th

Royal Tea Party Fundraiser – Caffe 

Fioretti Coffee and Tea House, 3429 
Montana (near Copia).  Multiple tea 
times:  11am – 12:30 pm; 1 pm – 
2:30 pm; 3 pm – 4:30 pm. This is held 
in honor of ICU Mobile of El Paso. 
Princesses of all ages invited. Dress 
in your Sunday best or your favorite 
Princess attire. There will be a Silent 
Auction, and ability to have photos 
taken with “Princess Elsa” for $3.00. 
Cost is $20 per person, all ages. 
Seating is limited, RSVP no later than 
October 1 to Savannah at (915) 591-
1343 or email:  4lifesavannah@gmail.
com.  Pay at www.pregnancyhcep.org 
– click on “donate” link and choose 
“Royal Tea” under purpose.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Sins God Hates[1]
Hands that Shed 
Innocent Blood

Good Day Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ,

 The sin “hands that shed 
innocent blood” primarily 
refers to cold-blooded 
murder; however, many 
believe this sin also includes 
battery that sheds innocent 
blood.  Most likely none 
of us have been guilty of 
killing someone or planning 
a murder; yet, many of us 
could be guilty of another 
sin identified in Scripture 
as being equivalent to 
murder, that sin being 
anger with or hating 
someone else unreasonably 
without offering  room for 
forgiveness.  Whereas there 
are times we will be angry 
with or carry a grudge 
against someone, Scripture 
tells us we are to forgive 
and not continue to carry 
that grudge.  Of course, we 
should never be guilty of 
hating someone.

If you feel this sin does not 
apply to you, look back at 
your life and see if you have 
failed to forgive someone or 
if you continue to carry a 
grudge unreasonably!

“Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer:  and 
ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in 
him.”  (I John 3:15)

 [1] Proverbs 6:16-19

Sins God Hates[1]
Heart that Devises 
Wicked Schemes

Right in the midst of the 
seven sins is the origination 
of the previous as well as 
following sins:  the heart; 
however, the specific sin 
that is referred to here is 
the heart that is “thinking 
or conceiving evil against 
any individual or group for 
personal benefit or other 
misguided objectives.”[2]  
In other words, this sin 
that God hates is the heart 
that fabricates wicked 
schemes, lays the foundation 
and builds upon it, and 
completes them.  Examples 
of this sin are modern-day 
terrorists who have wrecked 
and continue to wreck havoc 
around the world; yet, it 
does not take a terrorist to 
commit this sin.  We should 
strive to keep our hearts 
clean and pure in order to 
avoid the wicked schemes 
that Satan can cause.

Faithfully pray and stay in 
God’s Word to avoid having 
a heart that devises wicked 
schemes!

“And GOD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.”  (Genesis 
6:5)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today

[1] Proverbs 6:16-19
[2] Gotquestions.org




