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By Jordan Green

While we were in Bohol, we went to several 
high schools and the local community college 
and presented songs, dances, and dramas- 
all with the message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. As my passion is for singing, 
dancing, and acting, this was a dream come 
true for me. The schools welcomed our 
group, as Americans rarely come asking to 
visit and perform for them, and we shared 
our testimonies and preached the Gospel to 
more than a thousand students at a time. I 
was so thrilled to worship God by singing and 
dancing, and to share the light of Jesus to so 
many Filipino kids while doing it. After each 
“performance,” we would spread out into the 
crowd to talk with people and pray for them. 
Although performing and speaking onstage 
doesn’t faze me, that part did. But I trusted 
Jesus to carry me through and took a leap 
of faith to go out and talk to strangers about 
the message of salvation, and He never let me 

down. 
Another highlight in Bohol was our 

two-day outreach to the Badjao Muslim 
community on the island. Although we had 
seen pictures, our entire team was shocked 
by the conditions these people live in. They 
are the poorest class on the island, and they 
live in shacks on bamboo stilts that stand 
over the water of a bay. We walked across 
precarious, creaky, narrow wooden planks 
(all the while praying that none of us would 
fall into the filthy water below) to reach a two-
story bamboo-stilt church in the middle of the 
community. There, we started our VBS for 
the children, who, despite their poverty, were 
the most loving and joyful little children you 
could ever meet. We sang, danced, and played 
games with dozens of little kids on the second 
floor of the church, being careful not to move 
too much for fear of making the building 
sway. The kids are from poor families, and 

By Kelly Balarie

Have you ever watched a movie in 
fast forward? Sometimes that is how I 
live my life. People are running like 
maniacs, cars are moving at high-speed 
chase speeds, words are mouthed wildly 
but not heard and people pass by each 
other, like ghosts in the night.

It’s a hectic place, a place full of to-
do’s, will-do’s and should do’s.

It’s doesn’t run at a sit-down pace; it’s 
more of a you-better move-it-along 
place.

I can’t even tell you why I have made 
it into such a race - other than, that is 
my normal pace.

Yet, I am noticing, a busy heart, 
doesn’t sit down so well with a still 
God.

Have you ever noticed this?
When our eyes are so busy watching 

the mayhem, the commotion, the 
movement, the loudness, t h e 
TV, the schedule, 
the hours, the 
children, the 
l a u n d r y , 
the job 
and the 
bills the 
s m a l l 
w h i s p e r s 
from God 
tend to 
go, like a 
paper airplane 

right over our head. They were sent, 
they were apparent, but we were so in 
our own moment - we missed them - we 
missed him.

We can’t hear.
We don’t seek.
We won’t find.
If we do, it is often ushered away by 

lunchtime.
Mt:7:7: Ask and it will be given to 

you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you.

Is someone at that door? I will 
complete this dishwasher job and then 
see who it was? 

I am struck by the idea that we can’t 
find what we never looked for.

We can’t be touched by what frantic 
days block us from seeing. 

We can’t be changed if we are running 
so fast gentle nudges of God fly by with 
the wind.

Sure, we think, “If we are in the 
Word, we will be of the Word.” Yes, but 
not always. Our mind may hold fast in 
the morning hour, but completely lose 
t o u c h by lunch hour. The word sits 

on fresh soil only 
to be washed away 
by the mayhem of 

problems later. Our 
feet stand on the 

rock, only to move 
to quicksand at days 

end.

Continued on page 2

Jordan Green at far left, speaks to locals while on mission trip. Photo provided by Jordan Green.

Finding Calm in the 
Heart of Busy
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few of them go to school, so most did 
not speak English, but they were so 
happy to see us, and so grateful that 
someone came just to play with them 
and to love on them. I was nervous 
about the language barrier when 
we arrived, but my fears dissipated 
as several little girls ran to me and 
grabbed my hands and wrapped me 
in hugs. Even though I couldn’t talk 
to them or understand them, it felt 
so good just to smile at them, hug 
them, and play games with them. 
I’ll always smile when I remember 
how one little girl wrapped her 
pinkie around mine and declared 
“best friends forever” in her broken 
English. 

We returned the next day to 
continue the VBS at a church on land 
(much to our relief) and ended up 
with over 200 little Badjaos crowded 
into the little open-air church. It was 
chaos, as there were two hundred of 
them and less than forty of us, but 
it was the most joyful and amazing 

chaos I’ve ever experienced. At one 
point I could barely stand as about 
fifteen little Badjao girls clung to me 
when we split off into small groups 
to do a craft. Afterwards, we gave 
every child a toy, as we had brought 
tons of small stuffed animals and 
tennis balls and frisbees to give 
away, and I loved seeing the smiles 
on their faces as they played with 
their new treasures. The whole 
experience was beyond amazing, 
and it’s something I will treasure in 
my heart forever. 

After Bohol, we spent a week on 
the island of Cebu, working with 
the local Youth With a Mission base 
where we stayed and with the Glory 
Reborn clinic, a maternity clinic run 
and founded by Hilary Overton- an 
El Paso native and former King’s 
Kid. We did mini-VBS sessions 
with children in some of the poor 
communities, one of them being 
the city dump site, where an entire 
community lives in the dump and 
scavenges among the garbage for 
a living. We were again awestruck 
that children living in such awful 

conditions could still have so much 
joy with what little they had. They 
were so happy to see that someone 
loved them and valued them enough 
to come and play with them at the 
dump, and we got to tell them about 
Jesus’ love for them. We prayed for 
the mothers and mothers-to-be at 
the clinic, and we played with the 
street kids outside the clinic. It was 
so amazing to be a part of these 
outreaches, and to get to know the 
teams who carry on these projects 
year-round.

For more information about 
King’s Kids, contact us at kkep@
iname.com or 915-581-8744.

Jordan Green is a Senior 
at Faith Christian Academy. 
She excels in school and 
enjoys using her dance and 
performance skills at ALFC, 
as well as participates in ALFC 
Kids Church band playing the 
base guitar. Jordan has been 
a member of King’s Kids of 
El Paso since 2007. This was 
Jordan’s first international 
outreach with King’s Kids.

How do we get past this cycle 
of distraction ,this wheel that 
has no end, this tiring race of 
life?

3 Ways:
1. We follow this equation: 

Every minute + Every day = 
God First (always)

If we seek God above all, all 
will be added onto us. Mt. 6:33

If every day is founded and 
set “in belief”, imagine what 
the structures of our day might 
look like?

2. We see God above iPhones, 
iPads, iBooks, me, myself and 
I.

You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your 
heart. Jer. 29:13

If we truly open our eyes, 
God will stagger us with a vision 
of him.

3. We begin to see that not 
knowing or understanding does 
not equal:

- not having it together
- not having a way out
- not being smart

- not having a plan.
Not knowing = the way TO a 

straight path.
Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight. Prov. 
3:5-6 

When we realize we don’t 
understand, we are getting to 
the beginning of wisdom.

The posture of our heart, 
will predict the progress of 
our day. It will determine how 
much of Savior we funnel into 
our days.

Let’s funnel even more. As 
we open the door of our heart 
in bigger ways to these 5 R’s, we 
will create more space for our 
big God to pass through: 

1. Release. Let go to find 
he grabs hold. God is never a 
catch and release type, every 
time he catches and keeps. 
He understands that the best 
fisherman love to take home 
their catch.

2. Reliance. Choose to 
walk in humility instead of 
futility. Step over the cliff of 

safety, God will catch you.
3. Renewal. Ask, seek, 

knock (repeat). Then, find.
4. Reality. God is the only 

truth, not your perception of the 
world, not your summations, not 
others predictions. Soak in his 
presence, his life, and his love.

5. Recognition. Praise him 
in the sanctuary, which is your 
heart. Praise him continually.

Break through the white noise 
of these steps, breakthrough the 
normalcy, breakthrough the 
tendency to say, “I know those 
already.” The truth is - that 
mentality is what keeps you 
back - from him.

Think of these words and 
how they apply afresh to your 
day.

Then, when we breakthrough 
arrogance, busyness and 
complacency, we will find our 
first love, Jesus.

Then, we can offer our whole 
self for the one who already 
did.

Originally posted on 
Crosswalk.com. Used by 
permission of Crosswalk.
com

Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for all you have 

done and continue to do for 
each one of us. You walk with 
us in the good times and the 
bad. When we can’t continue 
on our own, You carry us, if 
and when we allow You to. 
Help each one of us to realize 
we can’t do things on our 
own, in our own strength – 
that we need You, Your help 
to make it. 

Father I continue to lift 
up all those prayer requests 
we’ve listed in the past few 
months, and all others of the 
readers that have not been 
voiced. We don’t have to 
know the names or situations 
– You know all, and that is all 
that matters. I lift up all the 
families who have lost loved 
ones recently. Help them as 
they work through their grief, 
bring them peace and soothe 
their aching hearts. Draw 
all family members closer 
together and help them to be 
a comfort to one another.

I lift up all those with 
f inancial needs. Provide all 
their needs Lord. For those 
looking for jobs, please lead 
them to just the right place. 
Others need proper day 
care they can afford and 
feel they can trust with their 
child(ren).  

I lift up those with medical 
issues. Bring healing their 
way, ease pain for those 
suffering, and alleviate the 
illnesses. In past months 
reported cases of West Nile 
virus, and TB have increased 
in our area. We ask Father 

that You protect us all from 
these illnesses and stop the 
spread of them. 

I lift up this ministry 
Lord and ask that you pour 
blessings down upon it. Bless 
all those who read it, may they 
always f ind something within 
the pages that blesses them. I 
pray for those who don’t yet 
know you, that things within 
these pages will stir their 
hearts and minds, and cause 
them to seek You, to desire a 
relationship with You.

Father I lift up all those who 
have ads among these pages. 
Bless each business, church, 
organization and individual 
that placed these ads. This 
revenue is what is needed 
to keep this ministry going. 
Bless their organizations, 
health, families, f inances 
and relationships. Help them 
to know that these blessings 
our poured down because of 
their generosity in supporting 
this ministry.

Father I ask Your safety 
and protection over my 
health, f inances, vehicle and 
all aspects of my life. Please 
give me strength, energy 
and wisdom to continue. As 
we approach the completion 
of eight years at this – I am 
in total awe how You have 
worked in all this. I thank 
You using me in this way, for 
walking and working in and 
through these years with this 
ministry. Please continue to 
touch lives through the work 
done here, and I can know 
that in some small way I have 
helped by serving You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
I am a Christian and 

my husband is not (he was 
raised catholic but not 
practicing). I feel it heavy 
on my heart to tithe. I am a 
stay at home mom in college 
so I do not bring money into 
the household. My husband 
recently got a better paying 
job and has qualified for 
additional funds coming 
into the household on a 
monthly basis. I mentioned 
us tithing more now and 
that it was on my heart to 
do so and he said “it’s on 
your heart” meaning it’s 
not on his..... When I do 
get him to agree to do so it 
is never more than $20 and 
that isn’t even close to 10% 
of what we get a week. I hate 
this fight. The bible states 
to be a joyful giver and 
if you aren’t (hubby isn’t 
willingly or joyfully giving 
up his money and fighting 
with him about it isn’t 
making me joyful either) 
not to bother. What am I 
to do here? I know “pray” 
but aside from that how do 
I deal with his greed while 
waiting for God to make 
him a giver? 

Answers:
Thank you for your heart 

to support God’s work through 
your giving financially.  Many 
Christian wives are married to 
men that either have never given 
their lives to Christ, or are not 
committed to living in keeping 
with biblical principles.  It seems 
many in our society struggle with 
placing their finances under God’s 
lordship.  The verse you referred to 
in your question is 2 Corinthians 
9:7 which says, “Each one must 
do just as he has purposed in his 
heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  A key phrase 
in this verse for your situation is 
that “each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart.”  Your 
heart is to be a faithful tither, but 
your husband is unwilling.  Do 
you have in your family finances 
monies that are for you personally, 
to spend on yourself or as you 
desire and that will not affect 
paying your bills or household 
expenses?  If so, it would be very 
appropriate for you to give from 
that as you feel would honor God.  
Do not try to give based on the 
entire household income, as that 
is under your husband’s control 
as the primary wage earner.  God 
will honor your heart and your 
faithfulness to do as you are led 
with what you have available.  
Faithfulness is an expression of the 
attitude of your heart.  Do not feel 
condemned because you cannot 
do what you are not permitted 
by your husband.  Be obedient 
in what you can do before the 
Lord, and continue to ask God to 
help you present a living, joyous 
testimony before your husband.  
A side note – if you have not seen 
the movie War Room, I would 
encourage you to see it.  That film 

would greatly help you as you pray 
for your husband and home.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX) 

I realize how hard emotionally 
this is for you.  Be at ease!  There 
is a perfectly good reason that God 
asks us to “submit to one another” 
(Ephesians 5:21) as married couples.  
However the inspired apostle also 
wrote, “. . . wives be submissive to 
your husbands . . . .”  (Ephesians 
5:22-23).  You are to submit to his 
wishes whether he is a Christian or 
not!  I know that will be a challenge 
for you, but your primary goal here is 
peace and contentment within your 
marriage.  Your job is not to harass or 
argue with him.  It is to be obedient, 
humble, and loving.  I know that’s not 
popular today even among Christian 
wives, but it is still God’s truth!  In 
place of your fretting and stewing 
over this, God commands you to 
pray for your husband.  As Paul was 
inspired to write, “how do you know 
if you will convert your husband or 
not?” (Read 1 Corinthians 7:12-16).  
Pray without ceasing, pray without 
worry, and above all, be patient. 

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(El Paso, TX)

You shouldn’t expect him to feel 
any obligation or prompting from 
the Holy Spirit to give or to serve 
The Lord as you do. You are only 
“responsible” if we can say it that 
way for giving out of what God has 
entrusted to you as income. God will 
not chastise you for his decisions.

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX) 

This is a difficult situation but it 
is not uncommon.  In 1 Corinthians 
7:14 it says “the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified by the 
believing wife.”  You will have to be 
your husband’s covering because he 
has not accepted his responsibility.  
Knowing that, submit to him and 
live a Christ centered example in 
his presence.  You can share with 
him Malachi 3:10, that when we 
tithe, God pours out a blessing that 
there will not be enough room to 
receive.  Also point out that God 
will rebuke the devourer and 
protect your household furnishings, 
cars etc. from falling apart.  You 
can only tithe what is available 
to you.  So whatever funds you 
receive, tithe on them and continue 
to pray that God will convict 
your husband. Continue to be an 
example of submission and don’t 
nag your husband. Your joy in 
submission will be a great witness 
unto him.  God knows your heart 
and understands that you desire to 
give. He is pleased with your love 
and obedience.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

A believing spouse should seek 
to be a loving and joyful disciple as 
a testimony to the unbeliever.  This 
is more likely to draw the unbeliever 
toward Jesus, than making a 
battleground over a point of dispute. 
1 Pet 3:1-2. Yes, there is the desire to 
do more for Jesus in every aspect of 
life, but the point is not to destroy a 
relationship but to make it stronger.  
Keep loving and encouraging as you 
patiently wait. 

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks 
in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays

Guitar Lessons for Beginners – 
The Branch Church, 313 Paseo 
Real, Chapparal, NM, Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 4:00 pm; Saturdays 10:00 
am. Classes are free, and for beginners 
only. For more info call Pastor Rick 
Roberson (575) 824-7792

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire to run 
their business to glorify the Lord. If 
you wish to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 

– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 
pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm 
– 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. Guests 
welcome. For more info call (915) 
494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

Third Tuesday of each Month

CCDA Monthly Gathering – El 
Paso CCDA (Christian Community 
Development Association) has 
monthly informal gatherings to 
stay connected, build relationships, 
and keep creative ideas flowing. 
Gatherings are on 3rd Tuesdays at 
6:30pm. For more information and 
next location, please contact Sami 
DiPasquale, Ciudad Nueva, (915) 
269-5528, sami@ciudadnueva.org.

Tuesday, October 13th

Hillsong Nights – Abundant Living 
Faith Center, 1000 Valley Crest Dr., 
El Paso, 7:00 pm, doors open at 6:00 
pm. Join a night featuring the best of 
Hillsong Worship along with Hillsong’s 
Global Pastor Brian Houston. Every 
ticket purchase includes a copy of 
Brian Houston’s book, “LIVE LOVE 
LEAD”. Tickets available at:  www.

premierproductions.com  or at the 
church office. For more info call (915) 
532-8543.

Saturday, October 17th

Royal Tea Party Fundraiser – Caffe 
Fioretti Coffee and Tea House, 3429 
Montana (near Copia).  Multiple tea 
times:  11am – 12:30 pm; 1 pm – 
2:30 pm; 3 pm – 4:30 pm. This is held 
in honor of ICU Mobile of El Paso. 
Princesses of all ages invited. Dress 
in your Sunday best or your favorite 
Princess attire. There will be a Silent 
Auction, and ability to have photos 
taken with “Princess Elsa” for $3.00. 
Cost is $20 per person, all ages. 
Seating is limited, RSVP no later than 
October 1 to Savannah at (915) 591-
1343 or email:  4lifesavannah@gmail.
com.  Pay at www.pregnancyhcep.org 
– click on “donate” link and choose 
“Royal Tea” under purpose.

Saturday, October 24th

SPJ Annual Fundraiser – El Paso 
Country Club, 6:30 pm – 11:00 
pm. Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesus 
(Following in the Footsteps of Jesus) 
will host its 50’s Ice Cream Party 
with full dinner fundraiser along with 
Live Auction. SPJ builds homes and 

provides many of the needs of people 
in colonias in Juarez with the funds 
raised at this event. Cost is $75 per 
person, with 10 to a table. For more 
info or to purchase tickets call (915) 
449-5883 or www.spjinc.org 

Tuesday, November 3rd

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and 
young professionals to engage the 
person of Jesus Christ, and equip 
young adults to make disciples. 
Although, One Way is not affiliated 
with any individual church (we are an 
independent non-profit organization), 
we make it a point to connect 
our guests to a Jesus-following 
congregation.  As a ministry, we 
meet the first Tuesday of every 
college semester month (February, 
March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), 
and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/
onewayep and www.onewayep.org 
#onewayep
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Children of God
Adopted by God

                                                                                          
Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ,
When a family adopts a child, 

that child enters into the privi-
leges and responsibilities of the 
new family, just as though he or 
she had been born into the fam-
ily.  In the Bible, we find “adop-
tion” as one of the terms used to 
describe the process of salvation 
and its subsequent privileges and 
responsibilities.  We are children 
of God when we accept Christ as 
Savior with God being a father 
who graciously adopts us believers 
in Christ into His spiritual family.  
As God’s adopted children we are 
granted all the privileges as heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ 
which means, though, we should 
share in His sufferings so that we 
may also share in His glory.

 Being an adopted child of 
God as a Christian, are you gladly 
sharing in His suffering?

 “The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God:  And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with Him, that we may be 
also glorified together.”  (Romans 
8:16-17) 

Children of God
Privileges of Adoption

 Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

 Following yesterday’s devo-
tion, an email was received de-
scribing requirements that were 
placed on the adoption of a little 
girl from a Philippine court.  
These requirements not only em-
phasize our privileges but also our 
responsibilities as adopted chil-
dren of God.  The child “could 
not be disinherited for any rea-
son whatsoever, was to receive an 
identical inheritance with all oth-
er children, and was to be treated 
and loved “Biblically” the same as 
all other children.”[1]  The judge 
was absolutely adamant that the 
final adoption decree could not 
be amended for any reason by 
any other court or government.  
When we accept Christ as Savior, 
our adoption as children of God 
cannot be voided by Satan’s ef-
forts and we are eternally secure 
in our inheritance with other chil-
dren of God.

As a Christian, do you feel the 
comfort of an adopted child of 
God being eternally secure?

“He predestined us to adop-
tion as sons through Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will.”  (Ephesians 
1:5 - NASB) 

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

[1] Personal email received

If you would like to know more about 
having a relationship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com 
or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless otherwise 
noted.  (Capitalization of pronouns for 
God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet can 
be found at atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com,

Spanish translation of archives can 
be found at alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. To add someone to our contact list 
or to discontinue this prayer devotional, 
either reply to this email or contact me at 
the email addresses above. 
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