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More than All We Ask or Imagine, Part 1
King’s Kids Philippines & Hong Kong Summer Outreach 2015
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By Jordan Green

Many teenagers hear exciting stories about 
missionaries in other countries who are fulfilling 
the Great Commission, but never dream that 
one day they might be able to experience those 
things firsthand. We might think we are too 
young, not rich enough, or too inexperienced to 
be able to go all the way to a different country 
to share the Gospel with people. That can 
be especially true for us native El Pasoans, 
considering that some of us have never even 
left the Southwest United States, much less the 
continent. Nevertheless, for twenty-six teenagers 
plus nine adults and three children from King’s 
Kids El Paso, that dream became a reality this 
summer in the Philippines and in Hong Kong.  

For five weeks during the summer, our team 
traveled to three different islands in the central 
region of the Philippines and to the province 
of Hong Kong in China. The trip was filled 
with new experiences, friendships, and some 
very incredible encounters with God. I can 
definitely say that it was the most exciting and 
spiritually fulfilling five weeks of my life. I’m not 
trying to say that you have to do something as 
extreme as flying halfway around the world in 
order to experience some amazing adventures 
with God, but there was just something about 
the unfamiliarity and uncertainty of a different 
culture that made me rely on God all the more, 
and that led to Him using me to do things I 
never thought I could do. 

Our journey began with our team of 38 
(counting adults) enduring more than 24 hours 
of traveling. Yet despite the jet lag and general 
irritability that results from such extensive 

traveling, we still saw God start to work even 
in the airports during our layovers. We kept 
encountering other Christians in the airports, 
including a group of young teens on their way 
to the Philippines for a mission trip, a man from 
New Zealand who shared a Scripture while 
waiting in line for Starbucks, and a missionary 
heading back to the U.S. in order to become a 
youth pastor. I was quickly starting to see that 
God had some amazing things in store for us, 
and He wasn’t going to wait until we got to our 

destination to begin!
The Philippines was first on our itinerary, 

starting with ten days on the jungle island of 
Bohol. We were amazed by the tropical beauty 
of the island, but even more so by the generosity 
of our hosts, Ronnie and Naomie Tacatane, 
the pastors of a small church in the village of 
Buenavista. As soon as we stepped off of the 
ferry boat, they were there to greet us with 
warm smiles and beaded necklaces for each of 
us. Then when we arrived at their church, the 

women there greeted the girls on our team with 
fragrant flower necklaces. “Kuya” Ronnie and 
“Ate” Naomie shared their church, their home, 
and everything they had with us, and they truly 
treated us like family. The living conditions were 
very different from what we are used to- just 
mention the phrase “bucket showers” to anyone 
from our team and you’ll see what I mean. 

Although the Tacatanes aren’t rich by our 
country’s standards, I can honestly say that 
they are by far the most generous people I have 
ever met, and the most rich in love. Most people 
would say it’s impossible to host a team of nearly 
forty people, but the Tacatanes went above and 
beyond to serve our team, and they did it with 
so much joy and love. From cooking three meals 
a day for 38 hungry Americans (among them 
many ever-eating teenage boys), to building 
extra showers and bathrooms before we came, 
to killing the bees that would wander into the 
porch area where the girls slept, these amazing 
people did the impossible. 

For more information about King’s 
Kids, contact us at kkep@iname.com or 
915-581-8744.

Jordan Green is a Senior at Faith 
Christian Academy. She excels in 
school and enjoys using her dance and 
performance skills at ALFC, as well as 
participates in ALFC Kids Church band 
playing the base guitar. Jordan has been 
a member of King’s Kids of El Paso since 
2007. This was Jordan’s first international 
outreach with King’s Kids.

This will be a three part series. If you miss any 
of it, the story in its entirety will be found at www.
hismessenger.wordpress.com

Jordan Green on the island of Bohol in the Philippines, with the Badjao Muslim 
kids. Photo provided by Jordan Green.
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EL PASO, TX — House of 
Hope presents Jason Evert, in-
ternational youth motivator and 
author. Evert will be addressing 
El Paso-Las Cruces youth on 
Wednesday, November 4th at 
6:30 PM at the Don Haskins, 121 
Glory Rd, El Paso, TX 79902.

Love or Lust? is the name of 
the talk Evert will be empower-
ing local audiences with in the 
charismatic, humorous, down-
to-earth style that he has come 
to be known for. The night will 

be filled with fun activities, DJ, 
live music, dance performances 
and give-aways. Some of the 
prizes* include a pizza party to 
the high school with the biggest 
group present at the event, and 
a “room transformation” for a 
lucky attendee. Serving as MC 
will be radio personality Monica 
Castillo.

In addition, Evert will also 
be making a few stops at local 
high schools, including Socorro, 
Cathedral and Canutillo High 
School. Evert will also have a one-
on-one with parents who want to 
know how to Empower Youth to 
Know the Difference between 
Love and Lust. This parent night 
will be held at UTEP’s Memo-
rial Gym on Tuesday, November 
3rd at 7PM. Free parking will be 
available at both events.

Alongside his wife, Crystali-
na, Evert leads an international 
alliance that promotes the mes-
sage of true love in more than 
40 countries; their television 
appearances include MSNBC, 
BBC, Fox News and EWTN. 
Evert is a best selling author of 
multiple books, including Pure 
Love, and How to Find Your 
Soulmate without Loosing Your 
Soul. His talks have taken Evert 
all over the world, speaking to 
more than one million teens and 
young adults on six continents.

*Contest details and prize 
information available on our 
social media pages.

Unbroken 
By Jeffrey Pollock

I’ve been there before
In the Glory of the Lord 

The eyes of my heart 
Awakened 

I have raised holy hands 
To the Throne of the Lamb 
My knees on holy ground 

Before Him 

I have seen a great light 
Split the shadow of night 

The tears of my heart 
Have fallen 

Just a heartbeat away 
There begins a new day 
In the Presence the King 

Unbroken 

“I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “to prosper you 
and not to harm.” Jeremiah 29:11

By Kelly McCullough 

In the spirit of Rotary’s Vocational 
Month, the Rotary Club of Northeast 
El Paso held a Vocations Day at Lee 
and Beulah Moor Children’s Home 
on Saturday, September 12. 

Members that participated in the 
event were Jack Berg, Tony Conde, 
Doug Eley, Kelly McCullough, Pat-
rick Sarabia and John Whittler. 

As Vocational Director for the Ro-
tary Club John Whittler planned the 
event with the assistance of Paul Whit-
tler, Community Relations Develop-
ment Coordinator of the Children’s 
Home. The group spoke to 20 of the 
male residents, ages 14 to 18.

Tony Conde, Civil Engineer, once 
worked with a NASA Project in the 
mid 60’s, working to put a man on 
the moon. Prior to NASA, Tony got 
his start in East St. Louis working on 
roads. When he left NASA he started 
his own engineering firm, and it still 
operates today, although he turned 
it over to his children two years ago. 
Tony explained to the teens that most 
everything you see requires engineer-
ing of some type. Roads, bridges, 
buildings, nearly everything made 
needs an engineer to design it. Tony 
spoke on the importance of becom-
ing involved in STEM. S=Sciences, 
T=Technology, E=Engineering and 
M=Math. He stressed the importance 
of working hard and getting a good 
education. “Work your brain and you 
can do anything you want!” Tony ad-
vised the boys.

Patrick Sarabia, VP Commercial 
Lending with West Star Bank, began 
working at the bank in 1996 which 
was then known as Bank of the West, 
as a teller. Patrick graduated from 

UTEP with a Finance and Marketing 
degree. Over the years he moved his 
way up through many varying roles 
at the bank to land his current posi-
tion. Patrick explained to the teens 
that to work in a bank you really need 
to enjoy working with numbers. He 
explained a bit about what it would 
require to work in different positions. 
Patrick then explained business prac-
tices, what banking entails in grown 
up life: savings accounts, checking 
accounts, personal and business loans 
– and most importantly interest rates 
and necessity to pay loans off.  “I want 
to end with life lessons for you,” Pat-
rick said, “It’s very important to get 
your education. You need that. The 
more you get, the better off you are. 
Do well in school. If you do you can 
possibly get scholarships – that’s free 
education. Put 100% effort into it and 
you can do anything. You have to 
persevere, keep fighting for what you 
want. The sky’s the limit. The only 
thing that can hold you back is you.”

Doug Eley, Optometrist, and for-
mer Pharmacist spoke to the teens 
about both professions. Doug was 
a Pharmacist for seven years. He in-
formed that Pharmacology was very 
interesting – learning how medicines 
work within the body and that there is 
pretty much always work to be had as 
a Pharmacist. After those years Doug 
returned to school to study Optometry. 
This is a very interesting career field as 
well, and fulfilling helping all you can 
to gain good eye site either through 
glasses, contact lenses or now through 
LASIK. Doug bought Texas State 
Optical on the NE in 1988. Doug ex-
plained that technology has advanced 
so much that it has become so much 
easier to diagnose and treat patients. 

Doug is now semi-retired, having 
sold his practice a couple years ago. 
However, he continues to work for the 
new owners an average of three days 
per week. “Optometry is a field well 
worth it. But, you have to do the work 
yourself,” Doug shared, “Any field in 
healthcare is so wide and diverse. To 
get ahead you have to push yourself 
no matter what career you get into.”

Jack Berg, Pastor of Sun Valley 
Baptist Church was the last to speak. 
Since all previous speakers gave in-
formation on salaries one could ex-
pect to make starting out, Jack began 
right away stating, and “If you are 
interested in making money, don’t 
be a Pastor. You do this because God 
called you and you feel you can’t do 
anything else.” He explained right 
away that there were rewards in his 
work much more fulfilling than mon-
ey. Jack shared that as a Pastor you 
tend to do many of the things no one 
else wants to do. “When life is over 
here on earth, is that the end of it?” 
Jack asked, “I believe there is more. 
What happens after?” Jack chal-
lenged the boys in considering what 
it is they would do in life. “It’s good 
to make money … but most impor-
tant is where you spend eternity.”  He 
explained that Pastors make people 
think about what life is about. As a 
youth or an adult you can have all the 
“toys” yet still not be happy. Being a 
Pastor is helping people through loss 
and all. “Life is short. You’re a teen so 
have a long time …but not really. In 
reality it goes by pretty fast.”

The Rotary Club provided deep 
dish pizzas, sodas and water, and 
John was able to secure donations of 
boxed lunches from Subway, a cake 
from Albertson’s, and regular pizzas 
from Little Caesars. The Club mem-
bers shared lunch with the boys and 
enjoyed the opportunity of getting to 
know a bit about those they shared a 
table with. Following the event Paul 
Whittler said he felt it was very infor-
mative for the boys, and invited the 
club to hold a similar event for the 
girls. 

Lee and Beulah Children’s Home 
sits on 13 acres in Central El Paso. 
There are six group homes, three for 
boys and three for girls and is current-
ly home to 67 youth ages five to 18. 

(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.

growing good health

15% OFF
with this ad

Sunshine Heroes
Children's Chewable

Vitamins

1515 G. Lee Trevino
El Paso, TX 79936
Tel: (915) 593-3575

www.theherbgarden.net

Jason Evert in El Paso

NE Rotary Speaks to Youth

L to R: John Whittler, Tony Conde, Patrick Sarabia, Doug Eley, 
Jack Berg, and Paul Whittler. Photo by Kelly McCullough.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
In John chapters 20 & 21 

several times it makes a 
comment about the disciple 
Jesus loved. We’re told he 
loves everyone, so what 
is the significance of this 
statement?  And, is the 
particular disciple spoken 
of to be John? And, why 
does he love this particular 
disciple so much more that 
it is stressed in this way?

Answers:
The disciple “whom Jesus 

loved” is found in John 13:23, 
19:26, 20:2, and 21:7, 20. It is 
understood to be a reference to 
John; the author of this Gospel. 
John, and his brother James, 
were sons of Zebedee.  John also 
mentions Jesus’ love for Lazarus 
and his sisters, Mary and Martha, 
in John 11:3, 5. This reveals how 
some of Jesus’ closest friends, 
including the Gospel writer, felt 
especially loved by Jesus. This 
affectionate description does not 
imply Jesus lacked love for others. 
Rather, this is a way of illustrating 
Jesus’ closely unique relationships 
with various individuals. Jesus, 
as fully human, experienced the 
same emotions we do, yet without 
sin. As we are particularly close to 

certain friends and family whom 
we trust and depend upon, there 
is evidence of this in the life of 
Christ. Of the Twelve Disciples, 
John, alone, stood at the foot of 
the Cross where Jesus entrusted 
the care of his mother to him.

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

It is John. He was thought to 
be the youngest of the disciples. 
He had a tender heart of love for 
Jesus. He did not name himself 
other than the nickname the 
other disciples gave him - “the 
disciple Jesus loved”      

Pastor Fred Grenier
First Church of the Nazarene

(El Paso, TX)

Early Christian tradition has 
it that the “beloved disciple” is 
John -- one of the first, original 
disciples that Jesus picked (see 
Matthew 4:18-22).  If, as is likely, 
he is also the author of this Fourth 
Gospel, then we have to keep 
in mind he is writing the story 
of Jesus from his own special 
point of view.  Scholars believe 
this gospel was written last, and 
probably when the author was 
an old man (possibly in the 80s 
A. D.).  So through the distance 
of time and the lens of his own 
special relationship with Jesus, 
John has made it sound as if he 
was singled out by Jesus.  He 
writes as if Jesus needed at least 
one special friend and confidant, 
and He found that in the young 
disciple who would one day grow 
up to write this wonderful gospel.  
But yes, Jesus Christ definitely 
loves everybody without question!  

We know from scripture He has a 
special love for His own people in 
the church.  But while he walked 
this earth as a man it is also likely 
that he sought a special, trusted 
friend with whom He had more 
in common.  Why not?  We do 
the very same thing!  Whereas the 
other gospels seem to hand this 
relationship to Simon Peter, it is 
no great surprise that the author 
of John would “write himself in” 
as having a special relationship.  
I hope that helps.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Scholars are in general 
agreement that while the apostle 
John penned the Gospel, he 
typically identifies himself only 
as “the disciple Jesus loved” ( John 
13:23; 19:26-27; 20:2-4, 8; 21:7, 
20-23) or simply as “another” 
or “other disciple” ( John 18:15-
16).  The fact John referenced 
himself this way speaks more to 
his amazement that Jesus loved 
him than it should be taken as 
Jesus somehow holding John with 
more love than He did others.  
Remember that John, along with 
his brother James, had been called 
by Jesus “Boanerges,” which 
means “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 
3:17).  John and James later had 
asked Jesus for permission to call 
down fire from heaven to punish 
a Samaritan village for refusing 
to receive Jesus as He made His 
final trip to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-
56).  John had what we would call 
today a real “anger management 
problem.”  The consistent love 
which Jesus poured out on all 
who responded to Him in faith 
was absolutely overwhelming and 

life transforming to John, which 
is why he wrote of himself as he 
did.  We know Jesus’ love was life 
altering in John because of the 
tender compassion with which he 
addressed those he wrote in the 
three letters that bear his name 
in our New Testaments.  Please 
don’t think that John received 
favoritism or more affection from 
Jesus than anyone else did.  He 
was sincerely humbled by what 
Christ had done for him and 
typically did not use his name in 
direct reference in the Gospel.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

The Greek language has at 
least five words that are translated 
love in English. The agape love in 
1 Cor 13:4-7 is the love of will and 
action. Every word that describes 
this agape love is a verb. This is 
the love that is commanded, the 
love you can do for an enemy. 

The love in the passages you 
reference is that of friendship, 
as in Philadelphia, the city of 
brotherly love.  It is believed the 
author is modestly omitting his 
name, but uses a description. 
Many commentators believe it is 
the apostle John (13:23) and some 
say his student or disciple.  At least, 
one thinks the author may have 
been Lazarus (11:5, 36). 

The Divine loves the world 
with agape love and disciples are 
to do the same.  We do not like 
or consider as friends those who 
commit evil in our world, but we 
love them as the Lord loves them.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist 
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event as 
The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

Saturday, October 3rd

Concert: Third Day with Brandon 
Heath – Plaza Theatre Performing 
Arts Center, Downtown El Paso, 
7:00 pm. One of the most popular 
Christian bands of our time, Third 
Day, will perform in our great 
city! Tickets are available now on 
ticketmaster.com seats ranging 
in cost from $17.00 to $32.50 
PLUS Ticketmaster fees.

Tuesday, October 6th

One Way Ministries – UTEP 
Student Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. 
This non-denominational ministry 
exists to challenge college 
students and young professionals 
to engage the person of Jesus 
Christ, and equip young adults to 
make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent 

non-profit organization), we make 
it a point to connect our guests to 
a Jesus-following congregation.  
As a ministry, we meet the first 
Tuesday of every college semester 
month (February, March, April, 
May, September, October, 
November, and December), and 
we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that 
meet on a weekly basis. Follow this 
group: Follow us on: Instagram @
one_way_ministries; Facebook: 
facebook.com/onewayep and 
www.onewayep.org
#onewayep

Tuesday, October 13th

Hillsong Nights – Abundant Living 
Faith Center, 1000 Valley Crest 
Dr., El Paso, 7:00 pm, doors open 
at 6:00 pm. Join a night featuring 
the best of Hillsong Worship 
along with Hillsong’s Global 
Pastor Brian Houston. Every 
ticket purchase includes a copy 
of Brian Houston’s book, “LIVE 
LOVE LEAD”. Tickets available at:  
www.premierproductions.com  
or at the church office. For more 
info call (915) 532-8543.

Saturday, October 17th

Royal Tea Party Fundraiser – Caffe 
Fioretti Coffee and Tea House, 3429 
Montana (near Copia).  Multiple tea 
times:  11am – 12:30 pm; 1 pm – 
2:30 pm; 3 pm – 4:30 pm. This is 
held in honor of ICU Mobile of El 
Paso. Princesses of all ages invited. 
Dress in your Sunday best or your 
favorite Princess attire. There will 
be a Silent Auction, and ability to 
have photos taken with “Princess 
Elsa” for $3.00. Cost is $20 per 
person, all ages. Seating is limited, 
RSVP no later than October 1 to 
Savannah at (915) 591-1343 or 
email:  4lifesavannah@gmail.com.  
Pay at www.pregnancyhcep.org – 
click on “donate” link and choose 
“Royal Tea” under purpose.

Saturday, October 24th

SPJ Annual Fundraiser – El Paso 
Country Club, 6:30 pm – 11:00 
pm. Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesus 
(Following in the Footsteps of Jesus) 
will host its 50’s Ice Cream Party 
with full dinner fundraiser along 
with Live Auction. SPJ builds homes 
and provides many of the needs of 
people in colonias in Juarez with the 
funds raised at this event. Cost is 

$75 per person, with 10 to a table. 
For more info or to purchase tickets 
call (915) 449-5883 or www.spjinc.
org 

Tuesday, November 3rd

Love or Lust: Empowering our 
Youth to Know the Difference – 
UTEP Memorial Gym, El Paso, 7:00 
pm. House of Hope presents Jason 
Evert, International youth motivator 
and author. This FREE session is 
for parents and FREE parking is 
available. For more info call (915) 
544-9600 or email JasonEvert@
HouseofHope-elp.org 

Wednesday, November 4th

Love or Lust: Know the Difference 
– UTEP Don Haskins Center, El Paso, 
6:30 pm. House of Hope presents 
Jason Evert, International youth 
motivator and author. This FREE 
session is for high school, college, 
and young adults (parents welcome) 
and FREE parking is available . Along 
with Jason’s chastity message there 
will be fun activities, DJ, live music, 
dance performances and give-aways. 
For more info call (915) 544-9600 
or email JasonEvert@HouseofHope-
elp.org
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Sins God Hates[1]
Heart Full of Wicked 

Purposes
Any sin can be considered a 

wicked scheme that originates in a 
heart that is full of wicked purposes.  
An illustration from the Bible is 
David’s sins against Bathsheba 
and Uriah the Hittite.[2]  David’s 
heart devised a wicked scheme.  
After sinning by committing 
adultery with Bathsheba, he 
sinks deeper and deeper in sin 
by ordering her husband Uriah 
killed in an attempted cover-
up.  David regretted his sins and 
asked forgiveness; yet, he suffered 
God’s judgment when the child 
of his sinful act with Bathsheba 
died.  We are forgiven by God for 
our sins; however, we often will 
experience His judgment.

 Regardless of your sin, you can 
be forgiven by God, but do not 
be surprised if there are negative 
consequences!

“Wherefore hast thou despised 
the commandment of the LORD, 
to do evil in His sight?  thou hast 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword, and hast taken his wife to 
be thy wife, and hast slain him 
with the sword of the children 
of Ammon.  Now therefore the 
sword shall never depart from 
thine house; because thou hast 
despised Me, and hast taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy 
wife.  (II Samuel 12:9-10) 

 [1] Proverbs 6:16-19
[2] II Samuel 11

Sins God Hates[1]
Feet Quick to Rush into Evil

Our hearts may devise wicked 
schemes, but it is usually our feet 
that run to fulfill those wicked 
schemes.  There are those whose 
feet not only are quick to rush 
into evil, but offer no resistance 
whatsoever to that evil, making 
this another of the sins God hates, 
all the while condoning other sins, 
all of which God hates.  Instead 
of allowing our feet to rush into 
yielding to a temptation, we 
as Christians should allow the 
indwelling Holy Spirit to guide 
us into being wise by resisting the 
temptation of evil.

As a Christian, abide in God’s 
Word and continually walk in the 
Spirit, and He will enable you to 
resist the temptation that may be 
in front of you!                                   

 “This I say then, ‘Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh.’”  (Galatians 5:16) 

 May God Richly Bless You 
Today

 [1] Proverbs 6:16-19

If you would like to know 
more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  
(Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the 
Father’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. To add someone to our 
contact list or to discontinue 
this prayer devotional, either 
reply to this email or contact 
me at the email addresses 
above. 

Support  The Messenger
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329-0824




