
By Jordan Green

The last portion of our trip took place 
in Hong Kong, where we were privileged 
to be a part of the Gateway Camp, a huge 
youth conference for roughly 1200 teenagers 
and youth leaders. Groups attended from 
mainland China, Hong Kong, Argentina, 
Colombia, and even Germany and Russia. 
Several missionary families from many 
different countries were part of the staff of 
Gateway in Hong Kong. Our team was 
actually a part of the staff for the camp (we 
even got the t-shirts that said so!), and we had 
a lot of responsibility in helping to make the 
camp run smoothly. Some of the guys on 
our team helped carry heavy supplies and 
set up for meals. Many of us helped with 
the children’s ministry by leading, teaching, 
and supervising Sunday-School sessions 
three times a day for the children of those 
who attended the camp. We were also able 
to teach workshops in the afternoons, from 
showing teens how to use dance and drama 
to spread the gospel to teaching on how to 
be a part of children’s ministry. Although we 

were often tired and worn-out from the busy 
schedule at the camp and from our two and 
a half weeks of ministry in the Philippines, it 
was such a privilege and an honor to be able to 
minister to other Christians from all over the 
world and to fellowship with them during the 
week of conference. Knowing that we blessed 
so many people by helping to staff the camp 
makes all of the tired and stressful hours of 
work more than worth it. Many of the people 
attending the camp were amazed that we had 
so much responsibility and did so much, even 
though we are only teenagers. We were able 
to show them that God has amazing plans 
to work through them now, even as kids, and 
they don’t have to wait until they’re adults to 
start serving Him.

After the camp itself, we went on two more 
days of outreach with the Gateway staff, and 
I was so blessed to get to know some of the 
amazing people from all over the world who 
have committed so much of their time and 
effort to God’s kingdom. Sometimes I felt like 
I was being ministered to more than I was 
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October brings so many things 
– some good, some sad. Among the 
good…Pastor Appreciation Month, 
my birthday, and the Anniversary 
of this newspaper/ministry! Among 
the sad, it is Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness Month.

I want to say a big, hearty 
thank you to all the Pastors who 
have in the past and/or currently 
participate with our ASK 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS section 
that is published in each issue. 
Whether you know it or not, you 
play an integral role in reaching 
the lost, unchurched , unbelievers 
– as well as Christians through 
your responses to the questions. 
People of all walks of life are able to 
send in their questions in regards to 
our faith, and do so anonymously 
which is important to so many of 
them. Over the years as I speak 
with readers when out and about 
in the community, I am told how 
this segment of the newspaper is 
so very important. So, on behalf of 
the readers and myself – THANK 
YOU, for all you do to help dispense 
wisdom.

Yes with this last issue of October 
we hit our eight year Anniversary!!  
The first issue published October 
25, 2007. Each year as we hit the 
anniversary milestone, I stand 
amazed and in awe that the Lord 
has carried me through yet another 
year of this work. At times I feel I 
have been doing this forever, while 
at others it seems we’ve just begun. 
I say THANK YOU to each and 
every one that has participated in 
any way through these years. You 
know who you are, and I pray the 
Lord blesses each one of you. It has 
meant the world to me to have each 
of you do your part in whatever 
way you have.

On a sadder note, October 
also is Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness Month. Not that 
families can ever forget the loss of 
a child, this is a designated month 
for mothers/families to feel their 
babies are honored. For my family, 
this designated month also ushers 
in the anniversary of the loss of 
two babies that would have been 
my grandchildren. My daughter 
miscarried one on Oct. 15, and 
one on Oct. 19 – with my birthday 
smack dab in the middle. So many 
people think that unless a child 
was actually born and then died 
a family doesn’t mourn. Not so. 
My daughter still after ten years 
grieves the loss. It pains me still, for 
her to have experienced this loss, 
and that these would have been 
two more grandkids for me to love 
and spoil as I got the chance. We 
all need to understand that women 
and families that experience 
miscarriage grieve this loss and feel 
this pain throughout life, many just 
as much as had the child been born 
and then died. I hope you will take 
a moment at the time of reading 
this and lift up all the women and 
families that have lost children 
through miscarriage and / or after 
birth. Ask the Lord to comfort them 
and bring them peace; to help them 
feel comforted in knowing these 
precious little ones are with Jesus, 
and if they are Christ followers, 
they WILL be with their child one 
day. If you are reading this, and 
you are one who has lost a child – I 
pray that you feel the presence of 
the Holy Spirit around you, and 
that you are comforted in knowing 
that many who also are reading 
this, are lifting you up to our Lord 
in prayer.

Thank you again to all who have 
advertised, subscribed, submitted 
editorial, helped deliver the paper, 
allowed distribution in your church 
or place of business, Pastors that 
answer the questions, all who have 
prayed for me, my family, and this 
ministry. We always hear, “it takes 
a village to raise a child,”  but in 
this case, it takes all of us to insure 
that this ministry continues. Please 
continue praying for this ministry, 
for me, my health – and for 
finances to come through so that 
this ministry can continue. If you 
are a business owner, or church 
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LETTER TO HIS MESSENGER
Many of us know that October is Pastor Appreciation month. 

So, I am writing to say a big Thank You to the Pastors that respond 
to the Ask Christian Leaders section of your paper. I personally 
have sent in a few questions and the answers given have always 
helped me. I must confess I sent in the last question (10/8 issue) 
and the answers moved me to tears. We condemn ourselves I think 
so much more than necessary and the responses to my question 
just filled my heart and opened my eyes once again. I thank you 
pastors for helping me through this walk. Thank you for your 
wisdom and willingness to use it for this purpose.

Long time, loyal reader,
Jenna Foix

ministering to others. It was truly 
amazing to see these people’s faith 
in action, and it was so encouraging 
to have other people come alongside 
our team during outreaches. 

Returning home was so 
bittersweet: we were all so glad to 
have the conveniences of home 
(including real Mexican food!), but 
at the same time we were sorely 
disappointed that the trip had 
come to an end. Five weeks felt so 
short, and yet we had years’ worth 
of adventures in that short amount 
of time. I had such an incredible 
journey over the course of the 
trip, and I got to see God at work 
firsthand around me and through 
me. I had to trust God more than 
ever before to lead me and to help 
me every day, and because of that 
my relationship with Him grew 
so much. I made lifelong friends, 
shared the love of Christ with 
precious people in so many different 
places, and made countless once-in-
a-lifetime memories. 

So if you think that you are too 
young, too inexperienced, too shy, 
too poor, too anything that’s holding 
you back from what God is calling 
you to do, I want to encourage you 
to think again. If there’s one thing 
I learned from this mission trip, 
it’s this: on my own, I know I don’t 
have what it takes to go and do 

great things; but God “is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to His power 
at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). 
When you put your trust in God, He 
will see you through whatever He 
has asked you to do, and you’ll find 
that through Him you can do more 
than you ever imagined possible. 
Six months ago, I never would have 
thought that I could go and speak 
to people in foreign countries about 
Jesus for five weeks, but by His grace 
and power alone, 25 other teenagers 
and I did just that. It doesn’t matter 
what you can do, what matters 
is what you choose to let God do 
through you. So whether His call 
comes in the form of a mission’s trip 
like this one or in the form of simply 
talking about Jesus to your friends 
at school, I hope you will choose to 
let God work through you, because I 
promise that you won’t regret it.

Even if you yourself might not 
be a part of a mission trip like this, 
you can still support those who are 
going. Each member of our mission 
team had to raise his or her own 
funds to go on the trip, sending out 
sponsor letters, hosting fundraisers, 
and doing any number of odd jobs 
in order to earn enough money to 
pay for the trip. I know I could not 
have raised the amount required 
for my trip on my own, and I’m so 
thankful for the tremendous blessing 
of my supporters who made a way 
for me to go. This trip changed 

my life, and it might never have 
happened had they not donated to 
cover the cost of the trip. Raising 
thousands of dollars can be the most 
daunting part of the trip for teens 
with busy school schedules, but 
when friends and family all come 
together to support them however 
they can, the job becomes so much 
easier. There are a lot of people who 
have a heart for missions, but don’t 
have the financial resources to go on 
their own. You may not be called to 
go to another country to spread the 
gospel, but you can help send those 
who do have that calling. The next 
time the opportunity arises, I hope 
you’ll consider being a part of such 
a fantastic experience by supporting 
your friends and family who take 
the Gospel to other nations, whether 
financially or in prayer.

For more information about 
King’s Kids, contact us at kkep@
iname.com or 915-581-8744.

Jordan Green is a Senior 
at Faith Christian Academy. 
She excels in school and 
enjoys using her dance and 
performance skills at ALFC, 
as well as participates in ALFC 
Kids Church band playing the 
base guitar. Jordan has been 
a member of King’s Kids of 
El Paso since 2007. This was 
Jordan’s first international 
outreach with King’s Kids.

leader – PLEASE prayerfully 
consider supporting this ministry. 
If you are an individual and would 
like to financially support this 
ministry, consider running ads for 
your bible study group, children 
/ grandchildren’s birthdays, etc. 
Every little bit helps us to further 
the work for His kingdom. Of 
course this paper is and should be 
of interest to fellow Christians, but 
most importantly - we also reach the 
lost, unchurched and unbelievers. 
For many, this is the only “church” 
they get. There are those that for 
whatever reason will not walk in a 
church, but, they will and do pick 
up this paper. I have spoken to 
many in this situation, they call or 
email comments and some send in 
questions. They all mention they 
feel it is good this paper is out there 
for everyone, especially people 
like them. So please, prayerfully 
consider how you can help us 
continue reaching Christians and 
unbelievers alike. As we continue 
to publish, and spread the love 
and Gospel of the Lord – we plant 
seeds, or at times water them, and 
in a small way or large way – we 
help people find community with 
a church, or a Pastor, or group of 
believers, and one day the find their 
own relationship with the Lord. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Father for bringing 

me through one more year in service 
to You through this ministry. There 
is no way that I could do this work 
on my own accord. It is only with 
You and through You that any of 
this has been made possible. I pray 
Father that You will continue to 
bless this ministry, and all who read 
these pages, and all who participate 
in any way. 

In this Pastor Appreciation 
Month – I lift up all Pastors 
everywhere Lord. Bless them for 
the work they do. Bless their health, 
their families, and their ministries. 

Father I lift up all who are in 
need; whether it be their health, 
their finances, their relationships, 
or their Spiritual life. Lord I 

pray that You provide for their 
every need. I lift up this ministry 
Father and ask that You put it on 
the hearts of many to participate, 
support and be part of the work of 
this ministry. Send those who can 
and will pay for advertising to help 
keep it going.

I lift up all parents and families 
who have experienced the loss of a 
child. Father soothe their aching, 
grieving hearts. Help them to feel 
Your presence surrounding them. 
Give them the peace and comfort 
of knowing that if they know You 
as their Savior, they will see that 
child of theirs again one day.

I love you and I thank You for 
using me in this way.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian Leaders and all 
that respond by deadline are published. Those that come 
in late will be included with the others on The Messenger’s 
blog site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, please email your contact 
information to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Please explain why as Christians 

we aren’t to “believe in karma”.  At 
school today a friend commented 
about believing in karma, and I didn’t 
comment. My mom told me that we don’t 
believe in karma, because it is wrong for 
Christians. I asked why, and all she said 
is that they were told that at her church 
when she was younger, but she really 
doesn’t know why.  If it is wrong I want 
to tell my friend - but I don’t want to say 
that unless I know and can explain why. 
As Christians aren’t we supposed to 
know why we believe in and don’t believe 
in things? Am I disrespecting my mom 
for not just believing what she said, and 
wanting to find out on my own?

Answers:
Christians don’t believe in Karma because it 

is centered in Hinduism and Buddhism. Their 
belief systems say if you are good, then good things 
happen to you in the future and if you are bad, 
then bad things happen to you in the future. They 
also believe that your reincarnation in the next life 
either up or down, will depend on how good you 
are. If you were bad you might become an animal 
or a human of lower status in a future life.

Christianity puts our salvation and our future 
in the hands of Jesus Christ our Lord. When we 
confess our sins to Jesus and repent of them, they 
are forgiven and not held against us. So our future 
and our salvation is not from the works of our 
hands, but is centered in the grace and mercy of 
Jesus. We don’t believe in reincarnation which says 
we might be born into another future life. But we 
believe that we will have a perfect, glorified body 
with which we will serve our Lord forever. There 
is no luck or chance involved, only an obedient life 
centered in Jesus Christ.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Your mom is right.  “Karma” is a term from 
the Hindu (and Buddhist) religion.  Basically in 
theosophical terms this means the cosmic principle 
according to which each person is rewarded 
or punished in one incarnation according to 
that person’s deeds in the previous incarnation.  
The reason this is flawed thinking, compared 
with a Christian perspective, is that there is no 
reincarnation!  We do not exist from generation to 
generation, being born, and then dying again as a 
different creature or person.   Instead we are born 
once, we die (Hebrews 9:27), we face judgment by 
God, and we hope to pass on to the resurrection 
of the body.  All persons at death will be judged, 
including Christians!  But our judgment results in 
a pardon because of the work of Jesus Christ on 
our behalf.  The event of personal resurrection 
is a “once for all time” event, in contrast to 
reincarnation.  When you trust and serve a living 
Savior, you learn to take whatever He sends you 
in life, and you do so without ever accounting it to 
the work of some impersonal force like “karma.” 

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(El Paso, TX)

My son joked when something bad happened 
saying it was “karma.” While I’m no expert, we 
discussed concerns. I would be pleased if he sought 
out additional information from others to witness 
to his faith. Karma involves a belief in cycles of 
reincarnation. ‘Salvation’ means absorption into 
an impersonal universal spirit.  This is achieved 
through good behavior (good karma). One is 
reborn to suffer for their bad behavior (bad 
karma). First, this denies the personal Triune 
Creator God. Second, it denies we are saved 
by grace through faith in Jesus who, though 
sinless, suffered for our sins on the Cross, so we 
may live eternally free from suffering. Third, it 
denies we have one life with one body and soul 
that will be resurrected. Upon bodily death, 
our soul is assigned to an eternal state of rest or 
suffering. Karma denies the Gospel by claiming 
we are saved by our works and that suffering is 
proportionate to those works. 

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Wisdom teaches us to recognize the cause and 
effect of our actions. If you do this, then you can 

expect such and such to happen. Karma is a term 
that comes from the Eastern religions. The Bible 
doesn’t use that term to explain cause and effect. 
The Scriptures use the term ‘consequences’. If or 
when we are caught in a sin or fault we repent and 
confess, many times we will escape the full force of 
our consequences, thus, we avoid ‘Karma’

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Saturday, October 24th

SPJ Annual Fundraiser – El Paso 
Country Club, 6:30 pm – 11:00 
pm. Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesus 
(Following in the Footsteps of Jesus) 
will host its 50’s Ice Cream Party 
with full dinner fundraiser along with 
Live Auction. SPJ builds homes and 
provides many of the needs of people 
in colonias in Juarez with the funds 
raised at this event. Cost is $75 per 
person, with 10 to a table. For more 
info or to purchase tickets call (915) 
449-5883 or www.spjinc.org 

Tuesday, November 3rd

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 

challenge college students and young 
professionals to engage the person of 
Jesus Christ, and equip young adults 
to make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent non-
profit organization), we make it a point 
to connect our guests to a Jesus-
following congregation.  As a ministry, 
we meet the first Tuesday of every 
college semester month (February, 
March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), 
and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/
onewayep and www.onewayep.org
#onewayep

Love or Lust: Empowering our Youth to 
Know the Difference – UTEP Memorial 
Gym, El Paso, 7:00 pm. House of Hope 
presents Jason Evert, International 
youth motivator and author. This 
FREE session is for parents and FREE 
parking is available. For more info call 
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Victory in Jesus [1]
Reconciled to God

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

 “…How He gave His life on 
Calvary To save a wretch like 
me…”  When Jesus Christ came 
from glory, it was for the express 
purpose of saving sinners like us.  
God the Father was reconciling 
the world to Himself through His 
Son, Jesus Christ giving His life 
for us on Calvary.  While Paul is 
imploring us to be reconciled to 
God, there are those who refuse 
to be reconciled through unbe-
lief and no faith, dooming them 
to spiritual death and separation 
from God for eternity.  Those 
who do believe and by faith ac-
cept Christ are reconciled to 
God, have everlasting life, and 
will dwell with God for eternity.

Have you exercised faith while 
believing in Jesus Christ or are 
you still floundering in unbelief 
with no faith?

“For if, when we were ene-
mies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by His life.” (Romans 
5:10) 

[1] Written by Eugene Mon-
roe Bartlett, Sr. in 1939

Victory in Jesus[1]
Repentance and Forgive-

ness

“Then I repented of my 
sins…”  We have all sinned 
and come short of the glory of 
God;[2] therefore, we all need 
forgiveness.  When we are going 
to accept the atoning blood of 
Christ, we should be so convicted 
of our sin that repentance ought 
to come with a certain amount 
of sorrow.  Although emotions 
are not necessary upon salvation, 
no sorrow over our sin may cast 
strong doubt on our sincerity.  
We need to be sorry for our sins, 
humbly asking for forgiveness.  
One thing of which we can be 
certain is that God is faithful and 
just to forgive us of our sins, and 
when that happens we will have 
wonderful peace sweeping over 
our soul.

 Do you have that wonderful 
peace within that comes with 
complete repentance?

 “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19) 

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

[1] Written by Eugene Mon-
roe Bartlett, Sr. in 1939

[2] Romans 3:23

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted.  
(Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. 

If Only I’d Had a Chance
By Jenna Foix

A chance to hear your heart beating.
Just a simple echo 

Would’ve meant the world.

whoosh whoosh whoosh
The sound of life in the womb.

A glimpse of heaven on a screen,
It was the first and only time you’d be 

seen.

Perfection to the core,
There was no clue I’d never see you 

more.

Why...why?
Why’d my baby die?

Yes, now I have three,
Possibly two you sent me.

But..... You. You were supposed to be 
mine too.

Why nothing? 
To see your face or touch your hair, 

anything?
 

The tears return after much resistance.
No pictures to prove your existence.

There’s nothing of my baby
Just the memories within me.

How I’d have loved to hold you even if 
just one time.

To kiss your face and say goodbye,
Have a grave to sit beside...

The years have been ten
And my heart is still broken.

(915) 544-9600 or email JasonEvert@
HouseofHope-elp.org 

Wednesday, November 4th

Love or Lust: Know the Difference 
– UTEP Don Haskins Center, El Paso, 
6:30 pm. House of Hope presents 
Jason Evert, International youth 

motivator and author. This FREE 
session is for high school, college, and 
young adults (parents welcome) and 
FREE parking is available . Along with 
Jason’s chastity message there will be 
fun activities, DJ, live music, dance 
performances and give-aways. For 
more info call (915) 544-9600 or email 
JasonEvert@HouseofHope-elp.org




