
By Kelly McCullough

The Annual Cancer Survivor Dinner was held on Tuesday, 
November 10. Open Gate Community Church has hosted this 
special event for many years. The number of years is questionable, 
some would say 21, others 26, depending on if you go by when it 
started in a home, or when it began at the church. Whatever the 
case, it is always a special evening provided for cancer survivors, 

newly diagnosed, caregivers, 
family, and those in the 
oncology field. As a cancer 
survivor myself, I always 
appreciate the time and 
effort put into the evening, 
fellowship, and the great 
blessing of the wonderful 

Thanksgiving meal. I believe the longest survivor in 
attendance this year was at 45 years survival!

Pastor Bill Belgie, 17 year cancer survivor, opened the 
evening with prayer, and recognized Boy Scout Troupe 
248 that were there to present the “colors” and to serve 
drinks and help in any way possible. All Veterans were 
then asked to stand or raise their hands, and Pastor Bill 
thanked them for their service and a brief video honoring 
Veterans was shown. 

Pastor Bill then prayed over the evening, the meal, 
for those newly diagnosed and long-time survivors. The 
meal was served, and all were able to fellowship. During 
this time those who were recently diagnosed were able 
to talk with long-time survivors and be encouraged by 

By Kelly McCullough

We should all be proud of the flag that 
represents the great United States of America. 
And prouder still of the men and women that so 
bravely fight for our country and the freedoms 
we enjoy. Many El Pasoans feel you just don’t see 
enough of our great flag throughout the great 
city. Sherman Barnett, owner of Barnett Harley 
Davidson, decided to do something about that 
on the East side.

Barnett H-D recently had a 90 foot pole 
installed in the front of their building at 8272 
Gateway East. On Saturday, November 14 
Flag Dedication Ceremony was held at the site. 
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At 9:00 am riders from many of the 
local motorcycle clubs met up at the 
Flags Across America site on Diana 
in the Northeast. The riders escorted 
a military vehicle carrying the flag 
from the site across town to Barnett 
H-D. 

An estimated 300 in attendance, 
many of whom were Veterans, stood 
reverently watching as the flag was 
raised to the top. Once raised the 
ceremony of speakers began. Jimmy 
Melver with Flags Across America 
was the MC for the event speaking 
multiple times between other speakers. 
Speakers included:  Mark Barnett of 
Barnett H-D; Lily Limon, City Rep 
District 7; Carl Robinson, City Rep 
District 4; and Dora Oaxaca standing 
in for Emma Acosta, City Rep 
District 3. And Police Officer Slade 
Davis sang God Bless America.

The Barnett’s wanted to do 
something to show their love of our 
country, and support for our Veterans 
and Police personnel. Not only have 
they done this by installing the 

beautiful flag for all to see, but have 
created a special wall inside that 
is dedicated to Military and Law 
Enforcement . Next time you are on 
the East side, stop in and look at the 
items on the wall. Who knows, you 
just may see a new Harley calling 
your name while you’re there!

Unfortunately, of all days this was 
one with no breeze so the flag wasn’t 

waving as we were there. But, I have 
been past multiple times since then 
and it is quite a wonderful addition to 
the East side. 

If you are a business owner and 
have a store front – consider also 
installing a flag at your site. If you do 
so, be sure to contact Flags Across 
America and hold a special Flag 
Dedication.

their stories. 
Rather than one set speaker for 

the evening, Pastor Bill had several 
lined up that were able to share 
resources they have available. They 
each also had a table in the foyer area 
with information, and were available 
afterwards to share resource 
information available.

Kathy Sarver with YMCA spoke 
about the LIVESTRONG program 
they offer that is funded through the 
Rio Grande Cancer Foundation. 
This is a 12 week program in which 
the cancer patient can attend YMCA 
for the program free of charge. The 
program is offered in all areas of El 
Paso at each of the YMCA locations.

Cindy Martinez with Rio Grande 
Cancer Foundation spoke about the 
multiple programs they offer: George 
Ball Child Care Program, The Green 
House (library /resource center), Four 
Seasons Beauty Program (for hats, 
wigs, scarfs, mastectomy garments 
and lymphedema sleeve support), 
and the Patient Air Transportation 
Service (provides airline and other 
transportation needs for those 
referred to out of town locales for 

evaluation, treatment, surgery, etc.). 
And they are working on getting a 
new support group up and running, 
“Survive & Thrive”. RGCF has been 
in El Paso for 20 years

Kristen Hernandez with the 
Cancer and Chronic Disease 
Consortium spoke about their 
program. She showed bracelets 
she had available, and explained 
that they make them by hand and 
sell them for $5.00 to raise funds to 
help cancer patients with individual 
needs. They too have been in El Paso 
for 20 years.

Bill Sanchez spoke about the 
Hospitals of Providence Dialogue 
Cancer Support Group and invited 
all to attend their monthly meetings. 
They meet at 6:30 pm the second 
Tuesday of each month January 
through October, and hold special 
events in November and December. 
Bill is also a volunteer with Relay 
for Life and shared info on the 2016 
Relay set for May 21st.

The Church wishes to thank 
all the volunteers, speakers and the 
many sponsors who through their 
support helped make the whole 
evening possible: American Cancer 
Society, Barnett Auto Sales, Barnett 
Harley Davidson, El Pasoan’s 

Fighting Hunger Food Bank, El 
Paso Eye Care, Firestone, Hospitals 
of Providence, Jack & Connie 
Weaver, James Cuilty State Farm, 
Northeast Rotary Club, Rides Auto 
Group, Supreme Bakery, Sunset 
Funeral Homes, The Messenger, and 
Walmart Neighborhood Store. 

If you were unable to attend 
but would like information on 
any of the resources shared 
contact:

Kathy Sarver, LIVESTRONG 
Program, at Bowling Family 
YMCA, 5509 Will Ruth, (915) 755-
5685.

Cindy Martinez, Rio Grande 
Cancer Foundation, 10460 Vista 
Del Sol Drive, Suite 101, (915) 562-
7660. Or visit www.rgcf.org

Kristen Hernandez, 
Cancer and Chronic Disease 
Consortium, 6070 Gateway East, 
Suite 310, (915) 771-6305. Or visit 
www.swccdc.org

Hospitals of Providence 
Dialogue Cancer Support Group, 
Sierra Campus, 1625 Medical 
Center Drive, Classroom A, 
Lower Level. Contact Maria 
Reyes (915) 747-2820; Elaine 
Prensky (915) 584-3724; or Lupe 
Sanchez (915) 592-7526.

Happy Belated Birthday (on 
the 18th) to my brother Max. Hope 
it was a great day for you!

Happy Thanksgiving 
everyone!  I hope you all get to 
enjoy a day off spending it with the 
four F’s: Food, Friends, Family and 
Fellowship! And spending a portion 
of the day reflecting on all that you 
are thankful for. God is so good to 
us. We may not always have all we 
want – but He does make sure we 
have all that we need – one way or 
the other.

I realized after the paper went 
to press last issue that I left out 
something I got to do while visiting 
my daughter and family in Deer 
Park, TX.  I got to meet up with 
Tony Dudley Wilson, my best 
friend all through school !!  We 
hadn’t seen or had contact with 
each other since 1977 !!  Her family 
moved to Baytown, TX that year 
and she remains there still today. 
We lost all contact, but about a year 
ago reconnected on Facebook. I 
was totally shocked to learn where 
she lives and where my daughter 
lives, is just about 20 minutes apart. 
It is so amazing how God works all 
things out in His time. It was so 
wonderful to see her again – and 
the way we took off yacking, you 
would never believe 38 years had 
gone by. See our picture below.

Prayer Request: 
Family of Jim Durham 

(Savoy, IL) Jim passed away on 
the 18th following a battle with 
cancer. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Father for all You 

do and provide for me, my family, 
and this ministry. In one way or 
another You supply all our needs. 
You are always there for us holding 
out Your arms and showering us 

with Your unconditional love. You 
deserve our thanks and our praise 
every day – but most especially 
at this time as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Thank You my 
Abba Father for always being there 
for me, day or night – and that I 
can know that I am never alone, 
You are always right there with 
me. Thank You Father for working 
it out for me to reconnect with my 
best friend, and to finally see her 
again in person. Bless her, and help 
us to not lose touch again.

Father, I lift up all family and 
friends of Jim Durham as they 
grieve their loss. I especially lift up 
my sister, Terri and their children 
Ryne, Hayley and Jaysen, and Jim’s 
mother, Charlotte. Wrap Your 
loving arms of comfort around 
each one of them Lord and help 
them feel Your presence as they 
go through the days, months and 
years ahead without him. Help 
them to be comforted in knowing 
that he accepted You many years 
ago, and so – he is now there with 
You in his glorified body no longer 
in pain, no longer suffering; in a 
place where there is no sorrow, 
grief or sadness. Fill them with the 
peace that passes all understanding 
that can only come from You. 

I lift up all who support this 
ministry in any way: subscribers, 
prayer partners, distributors, 
advertisers, Pastors who answer 
the questions, all who allow it to 
be distributed in the business or 
place of worship, and the readers. 
Bless each one for the part the play 
in helping to spread good news, 
Your Word and love throughout 
the communities we serve. I pray 
Father that each person that reads 
any portion in these pages at 
any given time will be blessed by 
whatever they read. 

I thank You Father for allowing 
me to serve You in this way. I Love 
You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian Leaders and all 
that respond by deadline are published. Those that come 
in late will be included with the others on The Messenger’s 
blog site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be considered to join 
this panel – OR - if you have a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, please email your contact 
information to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Discussion came up in a group I am 

in that confused us and we’d like any 
clarification you can provide. Topic 
was about how in Biblical times people 
sacrificed children and the Lord told 
them they were not to do this. Yet, God 
called Abraham to sacrifice his child, 
Isaac. Why would He contradict Himself? 
Yes, God provided a way out and Isaac 
was not sacrificed, but He did call for it. 
Can you help us understand this?

Answers:
The difficulty in answering comes because 

scripture does not give us God’s motivation. 
However, it seems clear to me that YHWH 
was both testing and strengthening the faith of 
Abraham.  Gen 22:2. This son, named “laughter,” 
because Abram and Sari did not think it was 
possible to have a child at their age, is loved by 
Abraham as anyone would understand. But, is it 
simply the earthly love of any normal parent or is 
it the love of God’s promise. 

God did not want Isaac’s life, he wanted 
Abraham’s heart, soul, commitment or dedication.  
God is asking, “Abraham do you love me more?” 
see John 21:15-17.  We do not always know our 
capability until we are pushed to our limit.  

There is no contradiction here, except in 
the mind of man. Each time Abraham used 
Isaac’s name, he was reminded of when he and 
Sarah did not trust YHWH and he may have 
been ashamed. Imagine the laughter when God 
stopped Abraham and provided the ram.

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

The notion of sacrificing children to a deity 
is foreign to our sensibilities. Therefore, when 
we read of the LORD’s prohibition of this form 
of worship, we tend to emphasize the nature of 
the sacrifice rather than to whom the sacrifice 
is being offered. Sacrificial worship is an act of 
service and dedication that demonstrates our 
loyalty and commitment. The LORD’s people 
are commanded to be exclusively loyal to Him 

as His holy people (Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 
6:5-6; 11:13-17; Numbers 15:40-41). To sacrifice, 
serve, and pray to other gods or idols denies 
exclusive loyalty to the God Who saved a people 
for Himself so that He may be their God and 
they may be His People. The amazing thing is 
that this covenant God is also the One Creator. 
The LORD is not only faithful and trustworthy 
but He has power over life and death. Abraham 
believed this (Hebrews 11:17-19).

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Abraham came from a place and time when 
Human sacrifice was common, so this would not 
have been a strange request to him. According 
to Hebrews chapter 11, Abraham believed God 
who had told him that in Isaac he would have his 
promise of a great nation, therefore he believed 
that God would raise him back from the dead. 
The command not to sacrifice humans came at a 
later date so there would have been no conflict as 
far as Abraham was concerned. God was testing 
his (Abraham’s) faith and did not allow him to 
actually go through with it, so on God’s part there 
was no conflict. Read the account in Heb. 11. 

Rev Julius O. Martin
Church of God

(El Paso, TX)

To better understand this event, we need to 
remember the incredible context of Abraham and 
his relationship. God first called him in Genesis 
12 and we discover Abraham was 75 at the time. 
The promise included descendants, yet Abraham 
had no son. Isaac was born when Abraham was 
100 years old – 25 years after the initial promise 
(Genesis 21). Abraham had an elder son, Ishmael 
by means of Sarah’s slave, Hagar, but Isaac was 
the son of the covenant – the son of promise. When 
God called for Isaac to be sacrificed it was a test 
of whether Abraham would still believe God 
would still fulfill the covenant through Isaac. In 
Genesis 22:12 when the angel of the Lord stopped 
Abraham, God said, “Do not stretch out your 
hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” Prior 
to going to perform the sacrifice, Abraham had 
told the servants that accompanied them, “I and 
the lad will go over there; and we will worship and 
return to you” (Genesis 22:5). Abraham believed 
Isaac to be the son through whom God would 
fulfill the covenant of descendants too numerous 
to be numbered.  He also knew God had told 
him to offer Isaac. His dilemma was whether 

or not to obey this latter command that seemed 
contradictory to God’s initial promise. His 
placement of faith was the test – was he counting 
on God or on his son, Isaac to complete God’s 
covenant. He knew God would still somehow 
allow Isaac as the son of promise to continue, 
even if he were slain. The angel of the Lord said, 
“…now I know you fear God…”  The willingness 
to sacrifice Isaac and the substitute of the ram for 
him points to the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus 
for the sin of everyone who believes in Him. This 
is the only time God ever called for a human 
sacrifice, and it pointed to Jesus’ willing self-
sacrifice as our atonement. Our understanding 
may not be fully satisfied, but I hope this helps.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

God called for this to test Abraham’s faith and 
obedience. A lot of the child sacrifices we read of in 
Scripture came later than Abraham’s time during 
the days of the Kings. Something else to wonder 
at is that God is God and He does not always act 
in the confines of His own limits in other words in 
the box we put Him in. Just saying.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

There is no contradiction at all!  It is a fact that 
several non-Israelite nations surrounding ancient 
Israel practiced human sacrifice. However 
Israel’s God (our God) expressly prohibited 
Israel from doing what these other nations 
did. Deuteronomy 12:31 is one of several 
passages which both mentions the fact that some 
Canaanite nations did this (sacrificing children 
to a deity), but that Israel must not. It is even 
labelled an abomination. On the other hand 
to bring up God’s test of Abraham in Genesis 
22 is to mix apples with oranges! The writer 
makes it clear that this is a test of Abraham’s 
faith (obedience), and even skilfully gives hints 
that Isaac’s life is not in any danger (see 22:5 and 
8). Since Abraham was chosen by God to be 
the sole ancestor (with Sarah) of whole nations, 
God decided a challenging test was required 
as a part of this great beginning. But this is a 
narrative about how the founding patriarch was 
tested. Nowhere in the Bible will you find God 
commanding (as a law) Israelite/Jewish families 
to offer any sort of human sacrifice.   

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays

Guitar Lessons for Beginners – The 
Branch Church, 313 Paseo Real, 
Chapparal, NM, Tuesdays & Thursdays 
4:00 pm; Saturdays 10:00 am. Classes 
are free, and for beginners only. For 
more info call Pastor Rick Roberson 
(575) 824-7792

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 

business owners who desire to run 
their business to glorify the Lord. If 
you wish to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Tuesday, December 1st

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and 
young professionals to engage the 

person of Jesus Christ, and equip 
young adults to make disciples. 
Although, One Way is not affiliated 
with any individual church (we are an 
independent non-profit organization), 
we make it a point to connect 
our guests to a Jesus-following 
congregation.  As a ministry, we 
meet the first Tuesday of every 
college semester month (February, 
March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), 
and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/
onewayep and www.onewayep.org 
#onewayep

Saturday, December 12th

Toy Giveaway & Festival – Books 

Are Gems, 7744 N. Loop Dr., El Paso, 
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm. One thousand 
free toys for elementary children 
at this free festival. Also free: pony 
rides, books, face painting, games, 
other activities for children and 
adults. Super heroes and cartoon 
characters will also make an 
appearance. For more info call (915) 
540-1317.

Tuesday, December 22nd

Blues Christmas Service – St. 
Luke UMC, 9915 Montwood, El 
Paso, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm. If you 
find Christmas a time of loneliness, 
sorrow, alienation, sadness or are 
otherwise blue at Christmas, this 
service is for you. Claim those 
feelings while feeling surrounded by 
the compassionate love of God. For 
more info call (915) 591-8126.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Holy Thoughts
God Knows Our Thoughts

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

It is clear from Scripture, 
and truly a fearful thing to re-
member, that God knows our 
thoughts.  Not only does He 
know our thoughts, but we are 
accountable for them.  From 
God’s perspective, the real 
measure of individuals lies in 
what they think, not in what 
they own, not in how well they 
use their gifts, and not in what 
they do.  In Scripture we see 
some of God’s people acknowl-
edging that God knew their 
thoughts.  After David’s sin 
with Bathsheba, he recognized 
that God knew his thoughts.  
Additionally, he also accepted 
that any real reform in his life 
must begin with his thoughts.
[1]  Many of us Christians live 
as though our thoughts are 
hidden; however, we need to 
realize that God does know 
our thoughts, and we should 
live our lives accordingly.

Have you accepted the 
fact that God knows your 
thoughts?

“And no creature is hidden 
from His sight, but all are na-
ked and exposed to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give ac-
count.” (Hebrews 4:13 - ESV) 

 [1] Psalm 139:23-24

Holy Thoughts
Power of Positive Thinking

“Positive thinking” has 
been popular for many years.  
Norman Vincent Peale really 
popularized and revolution-
ized the “concept” when he 
wrote the book “The Power of 
Positive Thinking” in 1955.  It 
is well documented about how 
powerful positive thinking can 
be.  In cases of physical illness, 
most doctors are now empha-
sizing the importance of main-
taining a positive attitude, as 
it has actually been shown as 
a factor in the healing pro-
cess.  An important principle 
of life from an unknown au-
thor states, “Our actions tend 
to follow the “rut” in which we 
allow our thoughts.”  We can 
find the true “power of posi-
tive thinking” as well as keep 
our actions following a “rut” of 
holy thoughts by maintaining 
a strong faith and walk in the 
path God has for us.

Make sure your faith is such 
that your thoughts lead you in 
a “rut” that honors the Lord!  

“And the Lord said, ‘If ye 
had faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed, ye might say unto 
this sycamine tree, ‘Be thou 
plucked up by the root, and be 
thou planted in the sea;’ and it 
should obey you.’ ” (Luke 17:6) 

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

 If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Capi-
talization of pronouns for God 
added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com. 
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