
By Kelly McCullough

Year after year Venite just gets better and better. This year 
Coronado Baptist Church presented the program on Friday 
and Sunday, the 11th and 13th at 7:00 pm. For those able to get 

there early there was a prelude which began with the Orchestra 
performing arrangements by Joe Cueto, Becky Prado and Ryan 
Snodgrass. This was followed by performances by young children, 
and then the 56ers (5th and 6th graders). The Orchestra then 
played renditions of popular and familiar traditional Christmas 
songs. All of which did a very good job of entertaining and 
preparing one’s heart for the more serious part of the evening.

Mike Woods, Pastor of Coronado Baptist, welcomed and 
thanked those in attendance for coming, explaining a bit about 
Venite. “Venite translates as ‘Come’,” he said, “Our invitation 
to you this evening is ‘Come and see’… ‘Taste and see that it is 
good’.” 

Venite was created by Becky Prado and Jennifer Ledford. The 
program is part play, part musical, interspersed with discussion 
of the stars and planets. The information about the movement of 
the stars and planets, was obtained from “The Star of Bethlehem” 
a documentary by Rick Larsen. 

The play portion is centered on the Maggi (Three Wise Men) 
star gazing and discussing the stars and what it all means.  The 
Wise Men, played by Michael Arras, Sean Caruthers and Tom 

Silverthorn learn that a King is to be born, and the North Star 
leads the way. Interspersed in their journey to find the Messiah 
are performances by the full choir led by Terry Dollar, and at 
other times by the Male trio of Drew Cook, Steve Irwin and 
Charles Miller. This year Mary was played by Juliana Smith and 
Samantha Montes, and Joseph was played by Pancho Melendez. 
The Narration throughout the play this year was by Lt. Col. 
Danny Ledford and Jennifer Ledford.

Near the end the choir came out and began to sing, “Jesus 
Messiah” and in moments the Sanctuary was filled with everyone 
on their feet singing along. As we sang it brought goose bumps to 
my arms, and I imagined what a beautiful noise it was for the 
Lord.

Pastor Woods concluded explaining, “We must accept to Him 
(Christ) to have eternal life. Jesus is saying, ‘Receive me, trust me, 
I will give you everlasting life’.”   He then led in a sinner’s prayer, 
for those who had never accepted Christ and chose to do so. 

Congratulations Coronado Baptist and all involved whether it 
was behind the scenes, or on stage – for a wonderful job, and for 
providing the community with such a unique worship experience 
leading into our celebration of Jesus’ birth.

If you are interested in “The Star of Bethlehem” documentary 
visit Rick Larsen’s website at http://bethlehemstar.net or you can 
purchase the DVD at local Christian bookstores.
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!!  With the 
weather we have been having 
this week it is really feeling like 
Christmas outside. How about 
inside, in your heart?  Of course 
we are called to always strive to 
be close to God, but most of us 
at this time of year just really feel 
the closeness at this time of year. 
We celebrate Jesus’ birthday, and 
we need to be sure our children 
or those around us understand 
that is the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

I remember when my kids 
were younger, after I had found 
my way back to the Lord, I began 
reading the Christmas story 
from Luke to my kids before 
they were allowed to open their 
presents. The first year they got 
restless and didn’t want to wait, 
but by the next year they were 
fine with it. If you don’t already 
do this, give it a try this year. It 
doesn’t take all that long to read, 
and then you can either ask your 
kids questions to be sure they 
understood what you read, or it 
may spark questions from them. 
If you start when they are young, 
they will expect it and won’t be 
restless. I remember one year I 
was exceptionally tired and about 
let the kids begin unwrapping – 
and one of them reminded me we 
needed to do the story first!

****
We are quickly heading into 

2016. I was so grateful during the 
sales for Thanksgiving I was able 
to buy the new Bible I wanted to 
do my “Read the Bible in a Year” 
on sale for just $20!!  I had wanted 
it since seeing it in ads when it 

came out, but at $49.99 I just 
couldn’t afford it. It is the NLT 
Illustrated Study Bible, with a lot 
of added maps and information 
to help the Scriptures come more 
alive and understandable. 

Have you made plans to begin 
your Bible in a Year journey 
for 2016?  If not, I hope you 
will consider and move in that 
direction. If you’ve never done 
it before, there are many ways to 
go about it. Some prefer to use a 
prepared reading plan, these jump 
you around in the Scriptures. I 
tired that myself, but find I stay on 
track best if I just read it straight 
through as you do regular books, 
begin at Genesis and follow 
through to Revelations. I once 
used a Chronological Bible, but 
it confused me since it was not in 
order of Genesis to Revelations 
so was not a preferred one for me. 
Use whatever you find works for 
you. You may to start and stop a 
few times to get in the groove. But 
if you keep at it – it will become 
natural. As they say, 30 days 
makes a habit. You’ll find that 
if you choose the same time of 
day each day to do your reading, 
say first thing in the morning – 
that if something comes up that 
prevents you from doing it – you 
will miss it, and make sure you 
get back on track.

I pray that you will let the 
Lord speak to you through His 
Word in 2016 and beyond. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for providing Your 

Word – the Bible so that we can 
learn from Your prophets of long 
ago. We can study Your story and 
learn how to walk in a Christian 

December 24, 2015 - January 13, 2016

Support  The Messenger
Advertise Today. 

329-0824

(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.

growing good health

15% OFF
with this ad

Sunshine Heroes
Children's Chewable

Vitamins

1515 G. Lee Trevino
El Paso, TX 79936
Tel: (915) 593-3575

www.theherbgarden.net

From His Messenger...

On Friday, December 
11 the Northeast Rotary 
Club Foundation held 
its Annual Foundation 
Donation Distribution at 
Great American, Gateway 
North, in Northeast El Paso. 
For 2015, eleven recipient 
organizations were chosen.

The Foundation accepts 
letters of request in mid-
September each year. By 
mid-October the Foundation 
Board members have reviewed 

all letters of request and meet 
to discuss and vote on which 
organizations to donate to 
according to those who best 
meet the Foundation’s focus 
on education and poverty.

The recipient 
organizations this year were: 
El Pasoan’s Fighting Hunger, 
El Paso Community College, 
University of Texas El Paso, 
Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards, Holy Spirit Episcopal 
Food Bank, Hospice El Paso, 

Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Pregnancy Help 
Center, Opportunity Center 
for Women, Insights Museum, 
and Northeast Christian 
Academy. Differing amounts 
were given ranging from 
$1000 to $5000 for a grand 
total of $30,050.

For 37 years the Foundation 
has held a Car Raffle and 
Banquet, with the bulk of the 
proceeds going to benefit that 
year’s recipients.

NE Rotary Club Foundation Distributes $30,000

L to R: Mandy Kirchgessner, Carey Beamesderfer, Angel Wicker, Paul Berube (Founda-
tion President), Jim Paul, James Cuilty (Club President), Durwood Keeton, Ed McCor-
mick, John Aranda, Dennis Coffman, Josie Cobiashi, Donald Payne, and Victor Nevarez. 
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life. I pray Father that many who 
have not done so before, will read 
Your Word through in 2016 and 
become closer to You. Bless each 
one who does; speak to them 
through Your Word...

I lift up all those who have 
lost loved one’s recently. I know 
there are many, but the Marquez 
and Durham families come 
immediately to mind. This will be 
their first Christmas without their 
loved ones Father and I know it 
will be most difficult. Wrap Your 
arms around them Father, comfort 
them and give them peace. 

Help us all to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth and not be overly concerned 
with gifts and the secular 
meaning of Christmas. Help us 
all to remember that Jesus came 
through a virgin birth as a miracle 
provided by You, to be the ultimate 
sacrifice for us all – resulting in his 
death on the cross. He died, but 
rose again and ascended to sit 
at Your right hand. Thank You 
Lord for loving us so much to do 
all of this to give us a gift such as 
this, that we must accept – that 
will give us eternity with You. 
Thank You for doing this for me; 

for loving me, for forgiving me, for 
giving and showing Your mercy 
and grace, even for me. 

I lift up The Messenger Father 
and ask that You send provisions 
in the way of advertisers. The 
first few months of each year are 
always the most difficult. Please 
send those who wish to help this 
ministry.

Happy Birthday, Jesus. I love 
You, and I thank You for allowing 
me to serve You in this manner. 

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks 
in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays

Guitar Lessons for Beginners – 
The Branch Church, 313 Paseo 
Real, Chapparal, NM, Tuesdays 
& Thursdays 4:00 pm; Saturdays 
10:00 am. Classes are free, and for 
beginners only. For more info call 
Pastor Rick Roberson (575) 824-
7792.

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call Cris 
Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 
pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm 
– 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. Guests 
welcome. For more info call (915) 
494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

Thursday, December 24th

Candlelight Service – Open Gate 
Church, 9821 McCombs, El Paso, 
6:30 pm. All are welcome to join 
the congregation in this service. 

Saturday, January 9th

1 Mile Walk/5K Run for Jesus 
– Cielo Vista Church, 3585 N. 
Lee Trevino Dr., El Paso, 7:15 am 
– 10:00 am. Live worship music 
and food starting at 7:15 am. One 
mile walk and/or 5K run begins at 
8:00 am. All proceeds will go to 
Emmanuel Orphanage, Juarez, MX. 
For more info call (915) 867-0283.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Temptation[1]
Creating Doubt

                                                                                          
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
 Satan tempted Eve in 

a manner which made her 
doubt God and His goodness.  
There was one thing in the 
Garden that Eve was not sup-
posed to have:  the fruit from 
the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  After Satan 
convinced Eve that God was 
stingy and self ish to restrict 
her from the good fruit, she 
felt sorry for herself, forgot 
everything else God had giv-
en her, and desired the one 
thing she was not supposed to 
have.  How often is it that we 
dwell on what we do not have 
rather than everything God 
has blessed us with?  Instead 
of allowing Satan to tempt 
us with what we do not have, 
consider all we do have and 
thank the Lord for His good-
ness.

 Don’t allow Satan to lead 
you into sin by doubting 
God’s goodness and blessings 
to you!

 “Now the serpent was 
more subtil than any beast 
of the f ield which the LORD 
God had made.  And he said 
unto the woman, ‘Yea, hath 
God said, ‘Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden?’’” 
(Genesis 3:1) 

[1] Genesis 3:1-6

Temptation[1]
True Freedom

Eve wanted freedom to eat 
whatever fruit was in the Gar-
den, regardless of whether or 
not it was forbidden by God.  
As soon as she was tempted 
by Satan, she considered it the 
key to her freedom to eat of 
that forbidden fruit, to be like 
God, knowing good and evil.  
She got what she wanted, but 
the end was disastrous.  God 
gives us restrictions for a pur-
pose:  our own good by en-
abling us to avoid evil.  Giv-
ing in to Satan’s temptation 
is not giving us freedom; true 
freedom comes from obedi-
ence to the Lord and knowing 
what not to do.

Do you give in to Satan’s 
temptation to get what you 
want, or do you know and 
experience true freedom by 
obey God?      

“For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 
(Genesis 3:5 - ESV) 

[1] Genesis 3:1-6
 May God Richly Bless You 

Today! 

If you would like to 
know more about having 
a relationship with Christ, 
please contact me at 
bwoolleycpa.@ msn.com 
or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations 
are from the King James 
Version, unless otherwise 
noted.  (Capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Fa-
ther’s Feet can be found 
at atthefathersfeet.word-
press.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.word-
press.com.

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline are 
published. Those that come in late will be 
included with the others on The Messenger’s 
blog site at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader and 
would like to be considered to join this panel 
– OR - if you have a question you would like 
answered by Christian Leaders, please email 
your contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
I came across Scripture 

that mentions Christians 
confessing their sins to others. 
I have always been told we only 
have to confess to our Savior. 
I know Catholics believe they 
must confess to their Priest; 
but that Christians pray and 
confess, straight to our Father 
in Heaven, that no human on 
earth has the power to forgive 
our sins, only Jesus Christ. 
What is correct? Can we not 
go directly to the Lord seeking 
forgiveness of sins? Are we not 
truly forgiven if we don’t go 
through our Pastors to confess 
and repent?

Answers:
Some passages of scripture need to 

be received in context of the situation. 
James 5:16 tells us to confess to one 
another. This passage deals with 
illness. The Jewish mindset thought 
illness was attached to sin. So they 
thought confession was required. This 
passage does not mention the

forgiveness of sin which only comes 
through Christ. The implication 
here is that if sins were confessed, 
the person would feel better and the 
conscious would be free so healing 
could take place. We understand that 
to have sins forgiven, we ask Jesus for 
forgiveness since He is the only person 
who can grant forgiveness. Jesus is our 
High Priest, see Hebrews chapter five 
and seven. No man has the power to 
forgive. So confession to men offers 
no forgiveness but may lighten the 
conscious.  Please understand that 
many sins we have are private and 
should never be shared with men.   

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

God’s word teaches that Jesus is 
our high priest (Heb 3:1) (read all of 
Hebrews). Scripture also teaches that 

every child of God is a priest (1 Pet 
2:9). There is no need to go through a 
priest, for every Christian is a priest. 
Confession and forgiveness are a 
continual part of the disciple’s life. (1 
Jo 1:7-9) The passage you reference 
(James 5:16) tells disciples to confess 
their sins to one another and to pray 
for one another. The verse is in the 
middle of a section admonishing 
disciples to pray to the almighty God, 
but to also support and encourage 
one another.  It is about mutually 
supporting one another and being 
involved in each other’s lives. We 
don’t live in isolation from other 
disciples. The practice of auricular 
confession is not supported here or 
anywhere in scripture. 

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

The scripture you “came across” 
must be this one which should be 
read in its fuller context about prayer 
(James 5:12-18).  Here is the most 
important part: 15 and the prayer 
of faith will save the sick man, and 
the Lord will raise him up; and if 
he has committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.  16 Therefore confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man has 
great power in its effects.  If this 
passage is God’s Word, and I believe 
it is, then we must simply do what is 
stated without arguing! The practice 
among Catholics (to name but one 
denomination) of only confessing 
weekly to a priest is not biblical and 
is way too limiting. James meant for 
sinning Christians to confess their 
sins to other Christians. God uses 
that moment of verbal confession 
to bring forgiveness, and therefore 
healing, to our lives. Yes, of course 
we should confess our sins directly 
to God, but when we confess sins to 
other Christians that is exactly what 
we are doing. James’ other point 
is that God makes the prayer of 
believers powerful!  Praying for one 
another helps guide people to God’s 
healing and forgiveness. There is 
the physical healing of the sick, but 
forgiveness is spiritual healing or our 
sick nature. So confess as an act of 
faith! Then rejoice!

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

The passage that talks about 
confessing sin to others is James 5:16 
– “Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. The prayer 
of a righteous person has great power 
as it is working.” The verses leading 
to this one speak about prayer for 
healing. Verse 15 says, “And the 
prayer of faith will save the one who 
is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, 
he will be forgiven.” Forgiveness 
for sin comes from God alone – not 
from any human mediator such 
as a priest, pastor or other. When 
James writes about confessing sin 
to one another, he is speaking about 
accountability. We want to keep 
everything hidden and between 
us and God only, yet the New 
Testament teaches repeatedly that 
we are to encourage one another, 
support one another and even 
confront one another when we sin 
(see Matthew 18:15-18; Galatians 
6:1).  In the same context James goes 
on to say, “My brothers, if anyone 
among you wanders from the truth 
and someone brings him back, let 
him know that whoever brings back 
a sinner from his wandering will save 
his soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins” ( James 5:19-20) 
The attitude in the body of believers 
we call the church must be that we 
will love, accept, support and pray 
for one another, and never condemn 
someone for sin. We are all capable 
of any act of sin, so we need the 
support and encouragement from 
our fellow Christians – not guilt or 
condemnation.  

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Perhaps you are referring to 
James 5:16. If so, the preceding verse 
(15) may help our understanding. 
Forgiveness has, as its goal, reconciled 
relationships. Primarily, we are 
reconciled to God. Secondarily, we 
are reconciled to others. Therefore, 
genuine repentance for our sins 
and confession to those harmed 
brings healing and reconciliation to 
the Body of Christ (Matthew 6:12; 
18:15-21). The basis for forgiven 
and reconciled relationships is 
Christ’s Cross which is the only 
means by which God forgives sins. 
The Roman Catholic sacrament 

of penance may lead to a neglect 
of genuine repentance and an 
avoidance of accountability to those 
we’ve harmed, but the Bible requires 
confession to God and to one 
another. While going to pastors is not 
necessary for confession, it may help 
in two ways: 1) facilitate confession 
and reconciliation directly between 
guilty and harmed Believers, and 
2) assure the genuinely repentant 
Believer of the certain forgiveness 
that God, alone, grants through the 
Blood of Christ.     

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM) 

James 5:16 is probably the most 
taken out of context verse used in 
the Bible.  The Bible states that we 
have One mediator (Advocate) and 
One only.  To better understand 
the text of James 5:16, we need to 
look at the whole verse and then 
reference that verse with Matthew 
18:15.  The purpose of confessing 
fault/s is to keep order, unity, and 
harmony, in the church.  The text 
in James should not be used as a text 
to hold individuals accountable for 
faults of a personal nature or fear of 
dying in their sins. Confessing our 
faults refers to faults that will have 
a negative impact of the church as 
a whole. 

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX) 

Confessing one to another is 
found in James 5:16. Its purpose 
is for clearing the conscience. 
Whenever a person humbles 
themselves by confessing a need or 
a sin before the church it can and 
many times does lead to revival. 
It must be assumed that the one 
making the confession has already 
dealt with the sin alone with The 
Lord. This is following through 
with any restitution and honesty 
before our brothers and sisters. 
This is something we need more 
of.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)




