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Toys for Tots Blesses Children
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By Kelly McCullough
 
As human beings we all have a tender 

spot in our hearts for those less fortunate 
than ourselves, especially when those 
less fortunate are children. The U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots 
Program does something about it, with 
the help of sponsors and members of local 
communities. The Corps acknowledges 
that children are one of our nation’s most 
valuable resources and chooses to play 
an active role in their development and 
to provide a message of hope through the 
toys they distribute as Christmas gifts.

Throughout the months of October, 

November and December the 
Corps collects new, 

unwrapped toys 
throughout the 

c o m m u n i t y 
at many 
part icipat ing 
drop off 
l o c a t i o n s . 
Many people 
are aware of 
this each year, 

as they see the 
collection bins 

in local businesses 
they visit. However, 

what many are less 
aware of is that there 

are events held throughout 
the year by organizations or 

businesses that also benefits 
Toys for Tots. Many motorcycle clubs 

participate in toy runs each year which 
bring in a large number toys as well.

According to their website, Toys for 
Tots is a Top Rated Charity with over 
97% of donations going towards their 
mission of providing toys, books and 
other gifts to less fortunate children; 
with less than 3% applied to fundraising 
and overhead. As a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit public charity all cash donations 
are tax deductible and can be made to 
the organization any time throughout 
the year, and can be done so easily on the 

website.
Again, many are familiar with Toys 

for Tots and that they collect toys for 
children, but most of those aren’t for sure 
what happens with the toys from there. 
For example, families in need can contact 
and request a toy for their children; or 
individuals can nominate a family they 
know are in need to get toys for those 
children. Organizations such as schools 
that work with children that they know 
are in need can and do request help for 
them. 

The 2015 Toys for Tots El Paso 
Coordinator was Staff Sergeant Deidrea 
Tangen. She along with about seven 
others in the Inspector and Instructors 

Staff worked the program this year. I 
worked with Sgt. Tangen because I had 
requested help for a little girl who lost 
her sister to cancer just months prior to 
Christmas, and the family is struggling. 
Sgt. Tangen was very pleasant and easy 
to work with, and very caring about the 
needs of the children and families they 
served. The process was very easy. I went 
online, clicked on the tab “Request a Toy” 
or something to that affect, and filled 
in the information, along with a brief 
message. A few days later I received an 
email that the request was accepted and 
approved. I was then contacted closer 
to Christmas to arrange pick up of the 
toys. I then wrapped them, got them to 
the family, and one little girl had a little 

something to make Christmas pleasant.
I spoke with Sgt. Tangen after the first 

of the year once all the reports were in. 
This year they served 10,100 children. 
This number was lower, quite a bit lower 
than in past years, but they did not turn 
anyone down. They provided toys for 
every request they received. She stated 
there could be any number of reasons why 
requests weren’t made. The received many 
more toys than were given out, so still have 
extra on hand that will either be stored 
to help with the 2016 drive, or could be 
made available prior as needs arise. This 

year they had 50 sponsors helping with 
the cause. Sponsors being anything from 
businesses or organizations that donate 
or hold events, to also include those who 
allow a bin in their place of business for 
toy collections. Events for this year were 
also down compared to past years, but 
Tangen stated those that were held were 
very beneficial. 

When I asked about her time serving as 
Coordinator, Sgt. Tangen had this to say: 
“It was an eye opener for me. I normally 
don’t run into people in that much need. 
In my life I’ve not experienced it. People 
are very humble, and it’s hard for them 
to ask for help. But when push comes to 
shove, they will do what it necessary for 
their kids. No one wants to see their kids 

sad.” 
This year the largest number of requests 

came from parents themselves and from 
schools on behalf of children they work 
with. Only a few like me were nominating 
a family that needed help and I assume 
this is because they are unaware they 
could. I mention this only because all of 
us know people in need of help, especially 
at Christmas time. We may not be able 
to help them ourselves, but we CAN help 
by utilizing this wonderful program on 
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their behalf. While there is no 
shame in asking for help when 
you need it, especially for your 
children, many will not. As 
friends, family, co-workers, 
etc. we can request the help for 
them. 

Toys for Tots was founded in 
1947 by Major Bill Hendricks, 
USMCR in Los Angeles, CA 

as a charitable effort utilizing 
others in the USMCR to 
help. It was launched into a 
national campaign in 1948. 
The Secretary of Defense 
authorized affiliation with 
Toys for Tots in 1991, and in 
1995 approved it as an official 
Mission of the Marine Corps 
Reserves.

The Coordinator position 
rotates each year, but if you 
are interested in setting up 

an event, wish to donate, 
would like to have a collection 
bin set up at your place of 
business, or would like more 
information on how you could 
participate in 2016, call (915) 
566-8697 and inform them 
you wish to speak to Toys for 
Tots Coordinator. Online you 
can make donations, set up 
an event, request toys, and 
nominate a child for toys, 
amongst other options. 

By Sylvia Gunter
 
Beloved child of God, listen to 

God’s Word for you in Ecclesiastes 
3:1. “There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity 
under heaven.” And in Ephesians 
5:15-16 (NKJV). “See then that you 
walk circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise, redeeming the time.” 

Your Father loves you so much 
that He has given great thought 
and care to the days and times of 
your life. He planned you in His 
mind before the foundation of the 
world. He has recorded all your 
days in His book, and then He 
spoke you into existence. In the 
instant of your conception, He 
said, “Let there be you!” He placed 
you in this place and in this time to 
display His heart and His purposes 
in your generation. Be blessed to 
know that He determined for you 
an appointed place, time, and 
purpose (Acts 17:26). 

God is outside time as we know 
it on earth. He is the eternal I AM. 
The past, present, and future are 
all the same to Him (Heb 13:8). 
God’s reality is a present-tense now. 
But we live in the chronology of 
time and history. There are some 
things that only make sense in the 
convergence of events and people 
in this particular time. If they had 
happened or been spoken or written 
at any other time, they would not 
have the same meaning as they 
have now. Be blessed as God causes 
these things to come into alignment 
in this precise window of time. God 
is synchronizing and aligning your 
spirit, soul, and body with time, 
space, matter, energy, light, and 

revelation. God will redeem time. 
Receive the significance of His 
alignment of time. 

Jesus said in Luke 4, “The Spirit 
of the Sovereign LORD is on me... 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s 
favor...” The favor of the Lord in 
this time is your rightful spiritual 
inheritance in Jesus. It is the fruit 
of His incarnation into earth time 
and existence. Be blessed in God’s 
appointed time for you. He chose 
for His Son to live in you in this 
time. Receive and agree with the 
seasons of God. Be blessed as God’s 
favor permeates His time for you. 
God invites you to see with your 
eyes, to hear with your ears, and to 
understand the time of His favor. 

Recognize the time, seize the 
moment of God’s favor, and open 
the door for yourself and others. 
Expect and receive the acceptable 
time of His favor. This is a time of 
sowing and a time of reaping. Sow 
to the Spirit to reap the things of 
the Spirit. Be blessed in the law 
of Spirit and life. Be blessed with 

sowing some things that others will 
reap. Be blessed with a harvesting 
time for which you have not sowed, 
as you reap good things others 
sowed. Be blessed to reclaim the 
righteous deposit of your godly 
ancestors. 

Be blessed with the full 
purposes of God, which He 
planned before time, to be released 
to you in this time, in this season. 
Be blessed with anticipation, active 
participation with Him, and hope 
of fulfillment. Be blessed in the 
dawning of greater light within you 
in the Spirit of God. Be blessed as 
His light radiates and shines forth 
from you in this time.

Be blessed in the name of the 
eternal I AM (Exo 3:14).

Taken from You Are Blessed In 
The Names Of God, page 145 © 
by Sylvia Gunter, 2008. Available 
at www.thefathersbusiness.com 
An archive of past devotions is 
available on the website.

Used by permission of 
thefathersbusiness.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to my mom, 
June McCullough (on the 14th).  Yet 
another year I say, “I wish I could 
be there to celebrate with you.”  As 
usual, I can’t be – but I hope that you 
have a blessed day and incredibly 
blessed 2016! And hopefully this will 
be the year that either I can make it 
to Illinois, or you can make it here – 
for a visit. I love you and miss you, 
you are in my thoughts and prayers 
always.

In the last issue I suggested 
everyone embark on a journey of 
reading through the Bible in a Year. 
Many of you already do this each 
year, while there are others who 
ask, “If I’ve done it once, and read 
the whole thing, why do it again?”  I 
remember thinking that also myself 
many, many years ago when I could 
never even manage to make it half 
way through in a year. I will answer 
in the same way others did for me 
back then, and now I know it to be 
true myself:  Because each time 
you do it, you learn more, different 
things open up to you each time. 
God will speak to you through the 
words you read, if you allow Him to. 

Thank you to the two who sent 
Christmas cards, one including a 
gift card in to The Messenger for 
the Marquez family, who lost 17 
year old Sarah to cancer. I have had 
several ask if they still need help. 
So, now that Christmas is over – I’d 
like to put the suggestion out there 
again. This family is still in need 
due to high winter utilities, being 
unemployed, and on top of that 
trying to get all the funeral expenses 
paid, and the headstone paid off so 
that she can have proper recognition 
at her resting site. If you have it in 
your heart to help this family send 
whatever you can to: The Messenger, 
PO Box 3367, El Paso, TX 79923, 
and I will continue to get it to them. 
If you want it to go towards the 
needs of the family make checks out 
to Marquez family; if you wish it to 

go towards help with the funeral 
expenses/ headstone, make it out to 
Sharon (grandmother taking care of 
this). 

Prayer Requests:
Debra Fraire (El Paso) Just 

learned her mother has passed away 
in Illinois. Services are prolonged to 
allow all family to arrive. Debra will 
be travelling on the 13th to Illinois. 
Pray for safe travels and good 
weather during her trip there and 
on return. Pray for the whole family 
for comfort and peace that only our 
Lord can provide.

The Messenger – Pray for new 
and/or returning advertisers to 
support the ministry. 

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Father for who You 

are, and for Your unconditional love, 
mercy and grace. Thank You for 
sending Your Son as the Ultimate 
Sacrifice for us all. 

Father I lift up Debra and her 
family, and all her mother’s friends 
and ask Lord that You surround 
them with Your presence and love as 
they go through this time of grieving 
and loss. Comfort them and fill them 
with the peace we know that only 
You can provide at a time such as 
this.

Father I lift up the Marquez 
family and ask Lord that You bless 
this family, make 2016 a better year 
for them. Help them to see hope and 
light at the end of the tunnel. Cause 
them to feel Your presence walking 
through each day with them. Help 
them to find employment, and 
provide more than they ask or seek 
– shock them with better than they 
could think or ask for. 

I lift up The Messenger Father, 
and I am SO thankful and grateful 
for all those who have supported this 
ministry thus far, bless every one of 
them. I ask now Father for new as 
well as previous advertisers to come 
on board with support for 2016. 

I Love You,
In Jesus Name,
AMEN
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Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure 
to send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire to run 
their business to glorify the Lord. If 
you wish to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Sundays, January 24th – May 1st

Perspectives Class – Beth El Bible 
Church, 6440 Montana, El Paso, 
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. Come gain an 
awareness of what your role is in 
participating in God’s work.  This 
class will prepare you to enter into the 
harvest. You will discover your role in 
partnering with God to fulfill the great 
commission. We are all called to do 
missions, whether it is to go, to pray, 
to welcome…. The majority who stay 
at home can contribute in many ways 
to global evangelization.  Instructors 
are professors, missionaries, ministry 
experts, pastors from all over the 
US, and local missions experts and 
pastors. They have a personal story 
that make your weekly readings come 
alive. 
Classes meet once a week for 15 
weeks. Attend the first two sessions 
for free and if you decide you can’t 
continue, you may stop. If you 
continue, cost is $250. This class will 
change your life, your perspective.  

If this is something you would be 
interested in, you are encouraged to 
attend either of the classes outlined 
above. For more info call Lydia at 915-

855-3798 Ext. 206 or 915-504-9357 
or visit www.perspectives.org.
Mondays, January 25th – May 2nd
Perspectives Class – Westside 
Community Church, 1850 
Northwestern Dr., El Paso, 6:00 pm – 
9:00 pm. See info in listing above.

Tuesday, February 2nd

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and young 
professionals to engage the person of 
Jesus Christ, and equip young adults 
to make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent non-
profit organization), we make it a point 
to connect our guests to a Jesus-
following congregation.  As a ministry, 
we meet the first Tuesday of every 
college semester month (February, 

March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), 
and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/
onewayep and www.onewayep.org
#onewayep

Sunday, April 3rd

Toby Mac’s Hits Deep Tour – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory Road, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Featured bands are: 
Toby Mac, Britt Nicole, Building 429, 
Colton Dixon, Capital Kings, Finding 
Favour, and Hollyn. Line-up is subject 
to change. Purchase tickets online at 
ticketmaster.com, seats range from 
$8.25 to $29.25, other charges may 
apply at checkout.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Weathering Storms
Answer to Fear

Good Day Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,

A couple of days following 
Christmas, 2015, a major 
snowstorm with blizzard 
conditions brutally struck West 
Texas, the Texas Panhandle, and 
parts of New Mexico.  Although 
residents were able to prepare 
due to accurate weather forecasts, 
the severity of the storms led to 
considerable worry and fear.  In 
Scripture we find the disciples in 
a boat during a strong storm while 
Jesus was below deck sleeping.  As 
the storm worsened, the disciples 
feared that they were going to die, 
woke Jesus from His sleep and 
asked if He really cared for their 
lives.  In these stormy situations 
it is easy to question God’s care 
for us; however, our faith allows 
us to recognize that He is always 
in control and His presence with 
us can enable us to place our fear 
upon His shoulders.

 How do you handle stormy 
situations?

“And there arose a great storm 
of wind, and the waves beat into 
the ship, so that it was now full.  
And He was in the hinder part of 
the ship, asleep on a pillow:  and 
they awake Him, and say unto 
Him, ‘Master, carest Thou not 
that we perish?’  And He arose, 
and rebuked the wind, and said 
unto the sea, ‘Peace, be still.’  And 
the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm.  And He said unto 
them, ‘Why are ye so fearful?  
How is it that ye have no faith?’” 
(Mark 4:37-40) 

Weathering Storms
Hope in Disaster

The great storm, now named 
“Goliath,” mentioned yesterday 
which covered the desert area 
of eastern New Mexico and 
West Texas is being called a 
“freak blizzard.”[1] Sadly, the 
storm created more than an 
inconvenience for millions; it may 
have wrecked the Texas dairy 
industry for the near future as an 
estimated 30,000 dairy cows were 
killed in wind and snow drifts. 
While the farmers who care for 
these animals are facing great 
hardships, consumers will face 
further inconvenience with the 
shortage of dairy products. When 
we are faced with such hardships 
words often seem empty; however, 
faith leads us to place our hope in 
Jesus Christ. If placing our faith 
in Christ can provide us with 
eternal life, this same faith can 
give us hope through the “freak 
blizzards” of life.

If you are experiencing hardships 
due to recent storms from nature, 
allow your faith in Christ to give you 
the hope needed!

“We who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to 
seize the hope set before us. We have 
this hope as an anchor for our lives, 
safe and secure.”  (Hebrews 6:18b-19a 
– HCSB).

[1] CNBC, How a freak blizzard 
wrecked Texas’ dairy industry, 
January 3, 2016

May God Richly Bless You Today!
If you would like to know 

more about having a relationship 
with Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com or 
bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless otherwise 
noted.  (Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. 

Support  The Messenger
Advertise Today. 

329-0824

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Why did God use Mary for the 

birth of Jesus, when he created 
Adam and Eve from dust?

Answers:
It is clear that God chose Mary 

because he wanted to have his son 
born to an earthly father who was 
descended from the royal line of 
David.  Mary was engaged to just 
such a man, and though Luke says 
little about Joseph, Matthew makes 
up for it.  The writer of Matthew 
makes clear the high character of 
Joseph (a descendant of David) 
in the very first chapter of his 
Gospel.  It sounds to me like your 
question is, “since God created 
the first humans from the dust of 
the ground, why couldn’t he just 
create another man who would 
be His Son on Earth.  Or perhaps 
you’re wondering why the Messiah 
did not just appear on earth as a 
man in the way angels sometimes 
took on the form of humans.  The 
answer is that Jesus called Himself 
and was called “the son of man.”  
By the time Jesus was born, this 
phrase had come to mean one 
who would be among his people, 
one with his people, and yet also 
a representative of God for the 
redemption of His people.  Jesus’ 
natural birth by a human woman 

was one essential thing that helped 
him truly be “one among many 
humans.”  It helped him truly 
identify with the rest of us.  That’s 
what made him fully human which 
is one half of his eternal nature.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Jesus was birthed by Mary 
because He had to come in 
human flesh and experience 
everything that we as human 
beings experience. Being born as a 
child and coming of age was part 
of what we live with, so He had to 
do this as well. In Philippians 2:7 
it says Jesus came in the likeness 
of men. Then in verse 8 it says He 
was found in appearance as a man. 
Jesus came as a man to die for all 
men. He had to be a complete man 
in every way to humble and offer 
Himself as the perfect sacrifice 
and shed His blood for the rest 
of humanity. Satan would have 
accused God, saying Jesus would 
not be fully human if He had not 
been born of a woman. So it was 
necessary that Jesus go through 
childhood and remain sinless to be 
our perfect High Priest. The One 
who sits at the right hand of God 
ever making intercession for you 
and me.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

The Messiah had to be born of a 
woman. Hebrews 2:14-18

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

This is an interesting question 
that I have not heard. First, if 
Jesus had been created from dust, 
he would have had to be grown 
or nearly so. He would have just 
appeared without any connection 
to family or community. He 
would not have experienced 
life for the first 29 years of his 
existence as a man. He would not 
have experienced the temptations 
and trials of a normal life. His 
temptations did not begin after 
he fasted for 40 days following his 
baptism. He lived the normal life of 
a young man growing to maturity.

Second, the original promise 
of God was for the chosen one 
(anointed, Messiah, Christ) to be a 
descendent of Abraham (Gen 12:1-
3). Also, the Messiah was to come 
from the house of Judah and be 
a descendent of King David. This 
is the reason the descendents of 
Abraham maintained records of 
their family ancestry. Everyone 
knew their family linage and 
had the records to prove it. The 
evidence points to and proves that 
YHWH/God keeps his promise. 
What YHWH says will come true, 
even it is centuries or millennial 
later.  The Immanuel was to be 
born of a virgin in the town of 
Bethlehem. These seemingly 
unimportant details provide 
evidence supporting faith in the 
Jewish people and people of the 
world.  

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

There are many nuances to a full 
understanding of why God used 
Mary to bear Jesus as a baby.  If the 
sole reason God came as a man was 
to die as a substitutionary sacrifice 

for our sins, He could have simply 
appeared as an adult man and 
been crucified.  Yet in order to be 
an acceptable sacrifice, Jesus had 
to fully identify as a human being 
– He had to be born as a human 
and experience life as a man with 
all its problems, limitations and 
temptations.  Hebrews 4:15 says, 
“For we do not have a high priest 
who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, 
yet without sin.”  Jesus had to be 
a human being to fully identify 
with humanity, and received His 
humanity through being born of 
Mary.  Yet by being conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, He was also fully 
divine and lived a completely 
sinless life.  In this way, Jesus lived 
the life we cannot and became our 
perfect, unblemished sacrifice that 
was acceptable by the Father to 
cover our sin.  But as Jesus lived, 
He also demonstrated what God 
is like.  At the final time with His 
disciples before His death, Philip 
said, “Jesus, show us the Father 
and it will be enough for us.”  Jesus 
disappointedly told him, “Have I 
been with you all this time and you 
still don’t know Me?  If you have 
seen Me, you have seen the Father” 
(see John 14:8-11).  Jesus was saying, 
in effect, “If you want to know what 
the Father is like, watch Me.  If 
you want to know what the Father 
would say, listen to Me.”  The 
incredible truth of what we call the 
incarnation is that God showed up, 
took on a real human body and 
chose to live among us and interact 
with us, and ultimately give His life 
willingly for us.  

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)
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