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By Kelly McCullough
 
Why am I still talking about 

Christmas in January? Christ was born 
to be our ultimate sacrifice to provide 
us the ability for eternal life, therefore, 
we should celebrate the spirit of his 
birth all throughout the year. This is 
done in many ways to keep ourselves 
close to the Lord – praying, reading and 
studying His Word, fellowshipping with 
other believers to name a few. There 
are also ways we can carry this spirit on 
throughout the year for others.

We become familiar with Operation 
Christmas Child the last few months 
of the year, possibly talk of it in our 
churches, at the local Christmas 
bookstores or from family and friends. 
Upon hearing about OCC many want 
to participate, but then find they can’t 
because they are already bombarded 
with gift purchases for family, friends, 
work gift exchanges – on top of normal 
living expenses. They feel pressured 
with just this short window with a 
deadline to get the boxes filled and 
turned in.

It wasn’t until recently I discovered 
the idea of working on packing your box 
or boxes throughout the year, alleviating 
the hardship it can cause trying to do it 
at the same time as all other Christmas 
shopping. The website provides 
suggested items to purchase each month 
to get you started. There are also events 
and fundraisers held throughout the 
year. Individuals, organizations and 
churches can schedule to hold packing 
parties and fundraisers to support the 
ministry. 

Operation Christmas Child has been 
a project of Samaritan’s Purse since 1993. 
The organization partners with local 
churches in countries and territories 
that have been affected by war, poverty, 
natural disasters, and other crises. Not 
only do the children in these areas 
receive the gift of a wonderful filled 

shoebox, most importantly the good 
news of Jesus Christ is shared with them. 
This is the world’s largest Christmas 
outreach of its kind.

Most of us will never have the 
opportunity to be on one of the teams 
that has the privilege to distribute 
the shoeboxes and see the children’s 
faces light up. But, we can share in the 
outreach to share love, hope and joy 
through the Gospel of Jesus. Many of 
these children may never have received 
a gift before, nor ever again. The simple 
act of filling a shoebox throughout the 
year could change the life of the child 
to receive it in an eternal way. If you 
choose to fill one or more boxes either 
throughout the year or just at the end 
of the year – remind yourself as you 
put each item in that you are helping to 
change lives.

Children’s lives will be impacted 
for sure, as will those of other family 
members. Local church leaders and 
pastors present the Gospel in an easy to 
understand and fun way while the gifts 
are distributed. A colorful presentation 
of the Gospel, “The Greatest Gift,” is 
also given to each child in their own 
language. Children are also offered 
the ability to enroll in the 12 lesson 
discipleship program, “The Greatest 
Journey.” Local volunteers are trained 
to teach the children what it is to follow 
Christ and how they can share their 
faith with others.

Many local churches are involved 
in Operation Christmas Child, but if 
yours is not – don’t fear, you can still 
participate! Grab a shoe box from your 
closet, or purchase a plastic container 
the size of one and begin filling it up. 
Towards the end of the year printed 
boxes are available at the Christian 
bookstores and the churches that 
participate. If you don’t want to wait 
for those – boxes can be ordered on the 
website for a donation. 

El Paso has only had their own 

Team for two years and for that time 
Nancy Evans has volunteered as the 
Church Relations Coordinator for the 
El Paso Area Team. However, she has 
packed boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child since around 1993. I had the 
opportunity to speak with Nancy and 
gleaned the following information:

In 2015, World Wide 11 million shoe 
boxes were collected and distributed 
in 130 countries/ territories. In El Paso 
County the number of boxes received 
by the team in 2015 was 4,610. The 
Region we fall under includes El Paso 
County and Southern New Mexico – 
which includes Las Cruces, Deming, 
Lordsburg, Hatch and Truth or 
Consequences. For the entire region for 
2015 a total of 10, 800 filled boxes were 

received (which includes the previously 
mentioned 4,610). These numbers 
include only those boxes turned in to 
local Relay Centers through churches 
or individuals. They have no numbers 
for those boxes that were dropped at 
locations such as LifeWay Christian 
bookstore and were shipped through 
them, or those that individuals shipped 
out on their own.

The boxes go from local Relay 
Centers on to Collection Centers (ours 
is in Las Cruces) then on to Processing 
Centers (for our Region is in Denver). 
At the Processing Centers every box 
is inspected to assure there is no 
contraband is included, and that only 

Franklin Graham with child during shoebox distribution. 
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approved items have been 
packed. During this process, 
when needed other items are 
added such as toothpaste/
brushes, etc. if not already 
included. The filled boxes are 
transported place to place by 
volunteers with semi-trucks. 

“This is a wonderful way to 
share joy and God’s love with 
children and provide things 
to those who have never 
owned anything of their own,” 
Nancy explained, “and the 
beauty is that it doesn’t take 
a lot. You can do it a little at 
a time through the year so it 
isn’t a strain on your budget. 
The main thing is – to think 
of others.”

Samaritan’s Purse and their 
many projects provide help all 
over the world in so many ways. 
In 2014, Founder Franklin 
Graham made 70,000 of the 
packed shoeboxes available 

for distribution to the Syrian 
refugee children. As always, 
not only did these children 
receive a wonderful gift 
during the most desperate 
of times, but they also heard 
the Gospel, and experienced 
the love of Jesus through the 
experience.

“Samaritan’s Purse is a 
great organization that uses 
all resources very well to 
reach others for Christ and 
to share his love.” Nancy 
stated as she shared more on 
the many other projects the 
organization has. 

The local Team is having 
a meeting the last week of 
January to plan the 2016 
calendar of events. If you want 
information on how to get 
involved, contact Nancy Evans 
at (915) 490-8730.

Visit www.samaritanspurse.
org for all information in regards 
to Samaritan’s Purse, Operation 
Christmas Child and all other 
projects.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY in 
Heaven to my Grandma 
Grissom on the 24. I love you 
G’ma, you are truly missed by 
all who knew you. You are gone 
from this earth – but will never 
be forgotten.

Praise God, Pastor Saeed 
Abedeni was released from 
Iranian prison after three 
and a half years – FINALLY!  
However, unless reading or 
watching Christian media you 
may not be aware, as in secular 
media for what I have seen thus 
far, he is not mentioned. They 
name the American journalist 
and then just mention “along 
with others” or something to 
that affect. None should have 
been there, all on trumped up 
charges. But imagine being 
in Saeed’s position and being 
charged and imprisoned 
– solely because of being 
Christian! We have become 
so spoiled in America that we 
forget how truly blessed we are 
that we have the ability to freely 
worship our Savior.

Please join me in prayer for 
the needs of The Messenger 
– for much needed financial 
supporters/advertisers, and 
help through the many 
computer issues bombarding 
me. I began using a brand 
new Dell this week that I had 
on layaway. I am having major 
issues with it. I don’t know if it 
is the computer, Windows 10 or 
just what is wrong. One major 
thing happening now as I try 
to put out this issue – it won’t 
read its own power cord, gives 
an error code saying to attach 
the proper one. So, will die and 
not be usable unless the Lord 
touches it and fixes whatever is 
wrong.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Lord for our 

ability to worship and serve 
you freely. Help us Father to be 
more aware and appreciative 
of this fact, and to take full 
advantage of our ability to 
share and witness to others. 
Thank You that we don’t have 
to hide our faith, or to worship 
in secret. Thank You for being 
with us through all of life’s trials 
and demands, and through the 
good times as well.

Thank You Father for the 
release of our Americans from 
Iran recently. I pray Lord that 
You will strengthen each one, 
and help them all through each 
process they must go through 
to return to their previous lives. 
They will have to overcome 
many things as will their loved 
ones. I thank You for their 
protection through their time 
behind bars, and thank You 
in advance for helping them to 
become healthy again mentally, 
physically and spiritually. 
Remind us to continue praying 
for them as the need is equally 
great now as before.

Father I lift up all Tom, Debra 
and Jose who have lost loved 
ones. Father touch the hearts of 
all who are experiencing these 
losses and all those we haven’t 
heard from. Fill them with Your 
peace and help them through 
as they grieve. Help them to feel 
Your presence each day as You 
comfort them.

I lift up my friend Linda’s 
son who was just recently 
diagnosed with Leukemia and 
began first round of chemo 
today. Be with him, his wife 
and children, parents and all 
who love him as they begin this 
journey. It is a battle – but one 
that You can fight along with 
him. Strengthen him, help 
his body to use the treatments 
to fight off this disease and 
to come through it as willing 
testimony to Your faith and 
healing power.

By Sylvia Gunter

Let’s face it. Waiting is hard. The good news is it is 
not up to us.  The Holy Spirit enables us to wait. Gal 
5:5 “Through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith 
the righteousness for which we hope.” Through the 
Spirit by faith... that means we get the opportunity 
to draw nearer the Holy Spirit while we wait for God 
to work our miracle(s) of righteousness. That puts 
my focus where it should be... on Him, not myself or 
others. It is usually stubborn family situations that 
get to me, of course, for they have been going on 
the longest and require the most patient endurance 
in the midst of waiting.  Waiting is an invitation to 
stillness. 

A faithful brother added this insight to the 
subject of waiting on God: “The Hebrew word 
‘qavah,’ which is translated ‘wait’ in Isaiah 40:31, 
means ‘to bind together like a cord.’ As we wait on 
the Lord in stillness before Him with our hearts in 
a quiet state, it is like adding strands to a rope to 
strengthen it. Picture the process of making a rope 
by twisting or weaving (binding) thin cords together 
to form the rope. The more strands that are twisted 
or woven together in a rope, the greater its strength. 
We can assume that the more we are still to listen to 
God, the stronger we become. Ecclesiastes 4:12 says 
‘... a cord of three strands is not quickly broken.’

“As we wait, we can choose to soak in the Lord 
Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. David 
wrote that he had “quieted his soul like a weaned 

child on his mother’s breast.” God speaks to our 
spirits, and our ears are trained to hear His voice 
(Isa 50:4). The mind wants to “go go go,” but God 
says this is serious error (Isa 30). Our noisy souls 
must be told to be quiet and submit to our spirits and 
to God’s Spirit. In this age of incessant cell phones, 
texting, Internet, and TV, we have to choose to be 
intentional to wait to hear God’s still small voice.” 

What is God trying to say to you about who 
He is and who you are in Him during this time of 
waiting? 

Two Scriptural examples of people who did not 
wait on God show us the disastrous consequences 
of not waiting. God took the kingdom from Saul 
because of his impatience (1 Sam 13:8-14). When 
God’s people forgot Him and did not wait for His 
counsel, He sent upon them wasting disease or 
leanness of soul (Ps 106:13,15). You are probably 
painfully aware of times when you did not seek 
God’s counsel and ran ahead of Him. You have 
repented of these and asked God’s forgiveness. 
Ask Him to encourage you when you are impatient 
with waiting for the answer to prayer that you have 
desired the longest. Ask Him to give you grace to 
keep your hope fixed in the God-of-the-impossible.

For more on waiting on God, see Prayer 
Essentials For Living In His Presence, Vol 2, 
page 277-280. © Sylvia Gunter 2000. Available at 
www.thefathersbusiness.com  An archive of past 
devotionals is available on the website.

Used by permission of thefathersbusiness.com.
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From His Messenger...

Father I lift up The 
Messenger – You know all the 
needs. Please send willing 
supporters who can advertise, 
and then bless them with plenty 
of new business so they will 
know they have been blessed by 
You. I ask even at this moment 
that You touch these computers 
that are causing so much grief, 
and cause at least one of them 
to work correctly so that we can 
complete this issue – and then 
work correctly from this point 
on so it will not be a fight to do 
the work needed. Help me to 
keep my sanity as I fight to use 
them, and deal with the time it 
takes to do the simplest of task 
when they don’t work properly. 
I know You Father are the 
Great Physician and that not 
only can You heal people, but 
healing a computer is also a task 
not hard for You to accomplish. 
I’m trusting in You for favor in 
this situation.

I love You.
In Jesus Name,
AMEN

Waiting On God
What do we do when God seems slow?



Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event as 
The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings 
online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Tuesday, February 2nd

One Way Ministries – UTEP 
Student Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. 
This non-denominational ministry 
exists to challenge college 
students and young professionals 
to engage the person of Jesus 
Christ, and equip young adults to 
make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent 
non-profit organization), we make 
it a point to connect our guests to 
a Jesus-following congregation.  
As a ministry, we meet the first 
Tuesday of every college semester 
month (February, March, April, 
May, September, October, 
November, and December), and 
we aim to star t several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that 
meet on a weekly basis. Follow this 
group: Follow us on: Instagram @

one_way_ministries; Facebook: 
facebook.com/onewayep and 
www.onewayep.org
#onewayep

Friday & Saturday, February 12th 
& 13th

XO 2016 Marriage Conference 
& Retreat Simulcast – El Paso 
1st Assembly, 3928 Montana, 
El Paso, TX, Friday 7:00 pm, 
Saturday 9:00 am. Simulcast 
is hosted by Jimmy and Karen 
Evans. Cost is $30 for single 
adult, or $50 for couple. Register 
at www.xomarriageconference.
com or www.elpaso1st.com see 
websites also for more info.

Sunday, April 3rd

Toby Mac’s Hits Deep Tour – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory Road, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm. Featured bands 
are: Toby Mac, Britt Nicole, Building 
429, Colton Dixon, Capital Kings, 
Finding Favour, and Hollyn. Line-
up is subject to change. Purchase 
tickets online at ticketmaster.
com, seats range from $8.25 to 
$29.25, other charges may apply 
at checkout.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Maintaining a Prayer Life
Consistent Discipline 

Needed

Good Day Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ,

From birth, discipline is 
an important part of our 
lives.  It is generally accept-
ed that if we want our chil-
dren to succeed in life we 
need to discipline them ear-
ly, helping them “grow as a 
person and become the best 
they can become.”  This dis-
cipline even extends to our 
Christian lives.  Upon ac-
cepting Christ as our Savior 
and Lord, we need to disci-
pline ourselves in the spiri-
tual disciplines such as Bi-
ble studying, worship, and 
prayer.  While we are prone 
to get side-tracked or are 
not always in the frame of 
mind to pray, we must disci-
pline ourselves to maintain 
a consistent prayer life.

Discipline yourself to 
maintain a consistent prayer 
life as well as consistent ex-
ercising of other spiritual 
disciplines!

“And He spake a parable 
unto them to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint.”   (Luke 
18:1)

Maintaining a Prayer Life
A Private Time and Place

With today’s busy sched-
ules as well as our fam-
ily members preventing our 
privacy, it seems impossible 
to have either quiet times or 
places.  In Scripture we see 
Jesus going out to private, 
quiet places for prayer, an 
example for us in maintain-
ing our prayer lives.  Even 
though it may be extremely 
difficult, we need to find a 
few minutes to ourselves in 
quiet, private places where 
we can spend some quality 
time with our Lord.  Only 
when we have a few mo-
ments alone are we able to 
truly bring our petitions to 
the Lord and in turn lis-
ten to His guidance for our 
lives.

Wake up before others 
in your family do, go to 
bed after they have retired, 
find some time during your 
lunch break, or do anything 
you can to find a quiet time 
and place to have and main-
tain your prayer life!

“And in the morning, ris-
ing up a great while before 
day, He went out, and de-
parted into a solitary place, 
and there prayer.”   (Mark 
1:35)

May God Richly Bless 
You Today!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted.  
(Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. 

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
In Genesis 9:4 it states we 

aren’t to eat meat with blood still 
in it. I’m concerned about those 
I know that eat their meat rare, 
According to this, it is a sinful 
act. Are they to seek forgiveness 
after these meals? Even if they do, 
isn’t this considered willful acts 
of sin? Would God still forgive?

Answers:
A closer look at the verse in 

question would reflect that of 
the human nature and not of 
the beast of the earth. In vs. 
3, of the same chapter, God 
states that “very moving thing 
that liveth shall be meat for 
you” and He examples this as 
the green herb of the field. In 
vs. 4, God states that “flesh” 
(human nature Cannibalism) 
with blood we shall not eat.  
Jews had issues with this in 
the New Testament until Jesus 
revealed to Peter in a vision 
(“that wild beast, four legged, 
and creeping animals”) that 
all animals are clean to eat. 
Therefore, the concern in 
vs. 4 can easily be taken out 
of content and become a 
stumbling block if one will 
allow it. Based on the scripture, 
there is no indication how well 
cooked or prepared the meat 
has to be before eating it.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

Genesis 9:4 is elaborated 
in Leviticus 17:11-12. Blood 
represents life, and all life 
belongs to God. When we sin 
against God, the punishment 
due to us is the loss of our life. 
However, God temporarily 
allowed the blood of animals 
sacrificed to make atonement 
for our lives. There were 

proscribed ways of slaughtering 
sacrificial animals, many of 
which were eaten in sacred 
fellowship with guidelines as 
to what could be eaten and 
by whom. Consumption of 
blood was associated with the 
pagan worship of surrounding 
peoples (Leviticus 19:25-28). 
The Good News is that Jesus’ 
shed Blood is the fullness of all 
these prior animal sacrifices; 
because, Christ’s Cross is the 
once-for-all eternal sacrifice 
for the complete forgiveness of 
our sins (Hebrews 9:12-15, 25-
28). In light of the religious / 
sacrificial context of animal 
sacrifices and their fulfillment 
in the Gospel, I do not think 
it’s sinful for someone to eat 
rare meat.

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Our bodies are the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. It is not 
healthy to eat rarely cooked 
meat. But God’s reason was 
specifically stated that the life 
is in the blood. Though we are 
far removed from Noah’s day 
and time, it is still wise to heed 
this commandment but to 
balance it with Paul’s statement 
in I Timothy 4:3-5

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

In the Old Testament God 
introduces his law to humans 
a little bit at a time.  The 
prohibition on drinking blood 
is connected to the fact that 
the circulating blood of an 
animal or human is what keeps 
humans alive.  The prohibition 
of Genesis 9:6 is spelled out 
in this way because this is 
the first time that God has 
permitted humans to eat meat 
as a part of their food.  Rare 
meat may in fact contain some 
of the animal’s blood, but in 
this case the animal was killed 
for food intentionally and not 
murdered.  There is no sin 
in eating rare meat (though I 
like my steaks medium well!).  
Therefore, there is no need to 
ask God for forgiveness if one 
eats a rare steak.  One should 

simply return thanks to God 
for the wonderful gift of that 
delicious meal!

Paul Duerksen, Pastoral Assistant
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

The point is not the level to 
which your sirloin is cooked, 
but is rather a prohibition 
of eating raw meat from an 
animal from which the blood 
had not been drained from 
the carcass.  This command 
is first in Genesis 9:3-4 where 
God told Noah He was now 
giving them animals to eat in 
addition to plant life.  Verse 4 
states, “Only you shall not eat 
flesh with its life, that is, with 
its blood.”  It was evident to all 
ancient people that a person 
or animal would die without 
blood. In a wide range of 
pagan cultures (ancient and 
contemporary), consumption 
of blood is considered a means 
of appropriating the life force 
of one’s victim—and perhaps 
even its attributes. This 
prohibition teaches that only 
God bestows life.  This was 
later repeated in the covenant 
law delivered through Moses 
to Israel.  Again, this not a 
prohibition of rare meat, but 
requiring the draining of the 
blood from a slain animal 
prior to preparing the meat 
for food.  In the sacrificial 
system, the blood of animals 
offered would be drained and 
a portion thrown against the 
side of the altar to illustrate sin 
required a life.  Deuteronomy 
gives the later law to drain 
the blood from the animal 
and states, “Only be sure that 
you do not eat the blood, for 
the blood is the life, and you 
shall not eat the life with the 
flesh. You shall not eat it; you 
shall pour it out on the earth 
like water” (Deuteronomy 
12:23-24).  This clearly refers 
to blood in the circulation 
system, not what is retained in 
the flesh itself.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

There are two things I want 
to consider here. God wanted 

man to prepare his food before 
man would eat it. Animals 
would eat meat while the prey 
was still alive and the blood 
in it. But God commanded 
man to prepare and cook the 
meat for health purposes. 
Secondly, the life of the living 
is in the blood. So the life or 
the blood, was sacrificed for 
the remission of sins that men 
could be forgiven. Without the 
shedding of blood there is no 
remission Hebrews 9:22. Until 
Jesus came animals were killed 
and their blood was offered 
in the temple for man’s sin. 
When Jesus shed His blood 
on the cross, these sacrifices 
were no longer necessary. So 
the prohibition ceased. I don’t 
believe that a man sins when 
he eats rare meat, but for 
health reasons we should not 
partake in the blood. Many 
pagan cultures still do this and 
we don’t want to identify with 
them.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Some commands were given 
for the health and well-being of 
Israel, Deut 23:13. Plus, some 
who worshipped idols would 
drink the blood of the sacrifice. 
In either case, Disciples of 
Jesus are not under any of the 
laws that preceded the will of 
Christ unless they are repeated 
in the new. Christians follow 
the New Covenant of Jesus.  
The old was in effect until 
Jesus fulfilled the promises 
and prophesies Mt 5:18. God’s 
plan was always to make a 
new covenant to replace the 
old. Heb 8:8, 13; 9:1, 10, 15-17; 
12:24. Jesus lived a perfect life 
under the Old Law, he was the 
embodiment of the law. When 
He was nailed to the cross, the 
old law was nailed to the cross, 
Col 2:14. This removed the old 
and brought in the Covenant 
of Jesus.  While it might not be 
my choice to eat rare meat, the 
old restrictions would not be 
applicable today. Gal 1:14-16.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)




