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Lately, with all the debates, jabs, and high 

and lofty promises, I am starting to feel the 
political unrest rise in me. It is easy to. All 
we have to do is to turn on five minutes of 
evening news to know our world is in utter 
turmoil.

It pains me, in so many ways, to see all that 
is at risk. As I sit watching, feeling powerless 
to change anything, everything in me wants 
to yell out to God, “Intervene. Intervene. 
Do something, anything!” The next day 
comes and life goes on as normal, same talk 
on a different day, with two polarized sides 
fighting all the same.

The rule of man always seems to inflict 
rules that let us down. Half of me wonders, 
God, do you allow this because you want us 
to know our only answer is you?

Perhaps, because I am not sure how one 
nation undivided, became so divided that 
people can’t stand each other, listen to each 
other or be near each other. The worst part 
of all is: I don’t have an answer or know who 
does. When it comes down to it, I feel tired 
and worn. In a way, I just want to hibernate 
until Jesus’ return and then pop my head out 
to greet him upon his arrival.

I know this is not the right attitude. I know 
this does not equal love.

The right attitude is to see truth for truth 
rather than seeing the talking heads as 
makers or breakers of Christianity. It is to 
see Jesus as head of the world, not the lagger 
in these times. It is to see God still at work, 
even when doubt tells us he isn’t. It is to see 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness in 
Jesus Christ, died and crucified.

I don’t know about you friends, but I 
need to dive into God’s Word to settle my 

unsettled heart. Maybe you do too.

20 Verses about God and 
Government

For the kingdom is the LORD’S And He 
rules over the nations. Ps. 22:28

Both riches and honor come from You, 
and You rule over all, and in Your hand is 
power and might; and it lies in Your hand 
to make great and to strengthen everyone. 1 
Chron. 29:12

For the LORD Most High is to be feared, 
A great King over all the earth. Ps. 47:2

He rules by His might forever; His eyes 
keep watch on the nations; Let not the 
rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. Ps. 66:7

The LORD has established His throne in 
the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over 
all. Ps. 103:19

For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; And the government will rest on 
His shoulders; And His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. Is. 9:6

And he shall rule them with a rod of iron, 
as the vessels of the potter are broken to 
pieces, as I also have received authority from 
My Father... Rev. 2:27

From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so 
that with it He may strike down the nations, 
and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and 
He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath 
of God, the Almighty. Rev. 19:15

The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to 
the voice of the people in regard to all that 
they say to you, for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected Me from being 
king over them. 1 Sam. 8:7

Many plans are in a man’s heart, But 
the counsel of the LORD will stand. Prov. 
19:21

S u b m i t 
yourselves for the 
Lord’s sake to every 
human institution, 
whether to a king as 
the one in authority... 
1 Pet. 2:13

Let every 
person be subject 
to the governing 
authorities. For 
there is no authority 
except from God, 
and those that exist 
have been instituted 
by God. Ro. 13:1

Remind them 
to be submissive 
to rulers and 
authorities, to be 
obedient, to be 
ready for every good 
work... Titus 3:1

If a kingdom 
is divided against 
itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand. Mk. 3:24

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of 
this world. If my kingdom were of this world, 
my servants would have been fighting, that 
I might not be delivered over to the Jews. 
But my kingdom is not from the world.” Jo. 
18:36

Jesus answered him, “You would have no 
authority over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore he who 
delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
Jo. 19:11

Take away the wicked from the presence 
of the king, and his throne will be established 
in righteousness. Prov. 25:5

The king’s heart is a stream of water in 
the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he 
will. Prov. 21:1

The Lord brings the counsel of the 
nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of 
the peoples. Ps. 33:10

He rules by His might forever; His eyes 
keep watch on the nations; Let not the 
rebellious exalt themselves. Ps. 66:7

And she gave birth to a son, a male child, 
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron; and her child was caught up to God 
and to His throne. Rev. 12:5

Reading these words, reminds my heart 
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there is only one ruler, with 
one plan and, surely, his plan 
will prevail. It reminds me that 
obedience and trust is what God 
calls me to as a believer, not fear 
and agony. 

And what does the LORD 

require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God. Micah 
6:8

Prayer for Peace
God, it is hard to see 

change coming. It is difficult 
to see hearts hardened. Lord, 
help me not to be hardened all 
the same. Help me not to be so 
afraid that I can’t love others 
with the mercy you have 
shown me. Help me not to 
be forgo praying and seeking 
your face during my hours 
on earth. Help me to see you 
as King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. You have all the 
answers to our nations every 
need. Shower your love down 
on us and turn our face to see 
you, God. Amen.

Used by permission of 
Crosswalk.com

By Bonnie Gray

Something big is changing 
inside me.

It’s as quiet as it feels beautiful 
and odd. Because I’ve always 
been a planner. I like to plot my 
steps by where I want to go -- 
and then I figure out how to get 
there. And that is how my todays 
have been planned. To get to a 
destination.

But, God is longing to be 
more than a destination. He’s 
offering me His hand instead of 
a map.  God is inviting me to a 
new way of living -- and I believe 
this invitation is for you too. 

God is calling us: dare to be 
my beloved. Today.

Today
Once a week on my blog, 

I’m taking time on Wednesdays 
to slow down and enjoy virtual 
One Word Coffee: to stop and 
practice the art of listening with 
a community of friends: what is 
God whispering to me today?

It takes practice to change 
how we’ve been trained to be: 
planning for tomorrow and 
getting things done. We have 
to be intentional to stop and 
listen to God’s voice. Love is 
intentional. Love is quiet.

This quieter Voice is calling 
us to stop -- stop worrying and 
planning for tomorrow as a way of 
distraction and procrastination 
-- and listen to what He has to 
say to us today.

This Voice is kinder. More 
loving than all the voices that 
push us, rush us, and criticize us.  
This Voice wants to provide just 
what we need this very moment. 
And calls us to trust Him beyond 
what we can’t see ahead. This is 
hard. Because we are used to 
providing for ourselves. 

It’s how we’ve been 
conditioned to do in this world. 
Being busy instead of beloved.  

But, even among our doubts, 
a Gentle Voice continues 
whispering --

You were made for more.
Dare to be my beloved. 

Today.

A Window to the Soul
This Voice is Jesus. Jesus calls 

us to choose the quiet -- where 
we can stop long enough to hear 
His whispers of love for you. And 
me. Like a window that opens to 
the soul, quiet is our invitation 
to God. To welcome Him into 
our today.

In moments of quiet, we 
realize how much --

we need to rest and feel God’s 
touch. today.

we miss the voice of a good 
friend we’ve wanted to call for a 
while. today.

we may need to let go of 
something big . . . so we say yes 
to something small but good for 
our soul. today.

We may we need to forgive 
ourselves and begin anew again. 
today.

Listen
In moments of quiet, Jesus 

whispers --
You don’t have to be strong. 

You can be loved.
You don’t have to know the 

way ahead. I do.
Hold onto Me. I’m holding 

onto you.
Tomorrow will come and I 

will be there with you.
I will quiet you by my love.
Like manna falling from My 

heart into your hands,
My words will always find its 

way in you. Today.

Choose Instead
So choose the quiet. When 

you come to a fork in the 
road in the day -- between 
choosing the quiet or filling it 
up, by performing, pleasing, or 

disappearing -- stop.
Choose what’s harder, 

but more soul filling. Enjoy 
something no one would be able 
to point at it and say, “Look. She 
did something.”

Choose instead to be loved. 
Let God love you. Choose the 
quiet.

Stop and Pause
Lent began last week. I’m 

inviting friends to listen for 
God’s whispers on Wednesdays, 
as we journey to Easter -- and 
enjoy One Word Coffee together. 
Would you like to join us? In the 
quiet, we’ll share the words God 
places on our hearts. Week by 
week. It’s a practice we can do 
together. Because we were never 
meant to journey alone.

Stop and pause right now. 
Dare to let God’s One Word fall 
on your heart, quiet like sweet 
rain.

Be the Beloved. Listen as He 
whispers -- I love you.

“The Lord your God is 
in your midst. He will take 
great delight in you; He 
will quiet you by his love.” 
{Zephaniah 3:17}

What words of love is God 
whispering to you today? How 
can you choose the quiet today?

As quiet as the sun rising in 
the dawn, its soft light slowly 
casting its warmth into the 
room, let the whispers in today’s 
Scripture make its way in you 
now.

For more encouragment, read 
Bonnie’s book Finding Spiritual 
Whitespace: Awakening 
Your Soul to Rest named by 
Crosswalk.com as one of the 
Best Books for Christian Women 
in 2014.  

Originally posted on Crosswalk.
com on February 16, 2016.

Used by permission of Crosswalk.
com
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In loving memory of my daddy. Feb. 8 
marked the 50th Anniversary of his passing. 

I love and miss him dearly every day. 
Photo collage created by Max McCullough, Jr.
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At The 
Father’s Feet

rewards
eternity with the Lord

Good Day Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ,

Rewards are mentioned 
throughout Scripture, many 
of them relating to temporal 
or earthly rewards that come 
from what we do here on 
earth; likewise, Scripture also 
refers to our not receiving re-
wards here on earth that we 
will ultimately receive in glo-
ry.  There is one reward that 
must be considered the most 
important and blessed of all, 
that of eternal life itself, and 
the only way this reward can 
be received is through genu-
ine salvation.  We cannot 
inherit salvation, we cannot 
earn it through works, and 
we cannot fool God by pre-
tending to be saved.  Eternal 
life with our Lord comes only 
through genuinely accept-
ing and believing by faith 
on Christ Jesus as our Savior 
and Lord.  God’s grace does 
the rest.

Have you genuinely ac-
cepted by faith Christ as your 
Savior, guaranteeing eternity 
with Him?

“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourself:  it is the gift of God.”   
(Ephesians 2:8)

 rewards
At the rapture

The doctrine of eternal 
security is one that gives all 
genuine Christians the guar-
antee of eternity with our 
Lord; however, the doctrine 
does not mean that Chris-
tians will not be judged at 
some point.  When we refer 
to “genuine” Christians, we 
recognize that God knows 
who has “genuinely” ac-
cepted Christ as Savior and 
Lord; therefore we will not be 
judged related to our salva-
tion as our eternal destiny is 
secure.  We also believe that 
Christ will return with His 
angels to “rapture” us who 
are believers at which time 
our lives will be “ judged” 
according to our works, how 
we have utilized our spiri-
tual gifts and ministries with 
which He has trusted us.  
Our heavenly rewards will 
be based on Christ’s “evalu-
ation.”

Is your Christian life wor-
thy of heavenly rewards from 
your Lord and Savior?

“For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of His Father with His 
angels; and then He shall reward 
every man according to his works.”   
(Matthew 16:27)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise noted.  
(Capitalization of pronouns 
for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com. 

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
My question pertains to 

the upcoming visit of the 
Pope to Juarez. This topic of 
discussion came up at my 
school. Many people view the 
Pope as the closest person on 
earth to God. If he is so saintly 
and close to God, then why 
are both el Paso and Juarez 
spending huge amounts of 
money on protection for 
him? I mean, we are told all 
the time to not fear, and that 
we are supposed to just put 
our faith and trust in God 
in all things and believe he 
will take care and protect 
us. So, if that is the case with 
us little people - why doesn’t 
that also hold true for a man 
that is considered so close to 
God? I’ve had adults tell me 
I lack faith or am far from 
the Lord when I express my 
fear or admit I am afraid. So 
if the Pope is so close to God, 
why would he fear others and 
feel a need for such extreme 
protection? Should this make 
us question his walk with God 
as not a close one, as others do 
of us when we are afraid?

Answers:
Ezra 8:22 talks about how Ezra 

returned to Jerusalem. He did not 
ask for a royal guard but for God 
to protect him. We’ll, they made 
the long journey from Babylon 
to Jerusalem with Gods hedge of 
protection. But in today’s world 
perhaps God would protect him 
through this means of police. They 
are ministers of God for good - 
Romans 13:6

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the nazarene

(Winslow, In)

Your question answers itself.  
Your thought is on track.  God did 
not give His children a Spirit of fear, 
but of Love and of Sound Mind (II 
Timothy 2:7).  The Pope is no more 
closer to God than the repentative 
sinner or the confessing Saint.  The 
purpose of the protection is a matter 
of protocol call due to, as you stated, 
his influence on so many people.  I 
cannot speak to the thoughts of the 
Pope concerning all the attention 
to protecting him, but I can tell 
you can, as you have stated, God’s 
children are to “walk by faith and 
not by sight” (II Corinthians 5:7).  
However, that does not mean 
that from time to time additional 
measures need to be made because 
of the knowledge we have of the task 
given, and preparing for the task 
is not a bad thing (Proverbs 22:3).  
The expectations of God’s children 
is that “It is better to trust in the 
LORD than to put confidence in 
man” (Psalms 118:8).  Finally, if 
you are not active in your church’s 
Bible study or discipleship training, 
please find you a church that will 
assist you in strengthen your Faith 
as you continue to walk with God.

Mark A. rawlins, Director
el Paso International School of Faith

(el Paso, TX)

Your fear doesn’t have to mean 
you are separate from God if you 
offer those fears to Him and let 
Him carry them. As for the Pope 
from what I’ve seen of him he isn’t 
that worried, most of the protection 
is to make us feel better that he is 
safe. Remember no one is. 

1 Peter 5:7
Throw all your worry on Him 

because He cares for you 

Associate Pastor rick roberson 
The Branch Church

(Chaparral, nM)

Your question is an unusual 
one given the truth of Scripture for 
Christians. First, the pope is no more 
special to God than you are! He has 
been given a special, high office by 
his church electors (the cardinals), 
but his reward in heaven may be 
far less than any lowly Christian 
servant who has no title and no 
office; Second, God never promised 
any believer He would protect 
them from death by the hands of 

other people, or even accidental 
death. Part of our life as people of 
Jesus includes the likelihood that 
in some way we will all be forced 
to imitate Him by suffering as He 
did. That means the possibility of 
death, including death at the hands 
of others (unbelievers or ignorant 
believers). Third, Juarez and El Paso 
(both secular cities) are still heavily 
influenced by the Catholic Church. 
Therefore, they want to do what 
they can to protect Pope Francis. 
Many people like or love this man 
and what he stands for (historic 
catholic doctrine). It certainly would 
not serve to have him murdered 
on any of his journeys. That’s why 
heightened protection is necessary.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, nM)

Your question is as much 
political as it is biblical.  No state or 
country wants to have any celebrity 
or head of state assassinated in 
their area.  Or even to be injured 
accidently because of lax safety. 
It marks the place with a bad 
reputation even when underserved. 
A family was visiting Nebraska 
when JFK was assassinated, on 
their drive back to Ft. Worth, they 
were run off the road, cursed and 
had objects thrown at them simply 
because they had Texas license 
plates.  No community wants to 
be labeled as the place where bad 
things happened. The man serving 
in the office of pope, is just a man.   
He has no special powers to protect 
himself or others. Christians look 
forward to heaven, but that does 
not mean we hasten to death or live 
recklessly. Disciples have a mission 
to spread the Gospel and lead others 
to the Father.  Trusting God does 
not mean we can live dangerously 
and that God will snatch us from 
danger. Satan tempted Jesus in 
such a way and Jesus replied with 
scripture, Deut 6:16, Mt 4:7.  We 
are not to tempt God.  

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist

eastwood church of Christ
(el Paso, TX)

While the Pope is the head of the 
Roman Catholic church, the Bible 
is clear that all who trust in Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord are equal 
before God.  Galatians 3:25-29 
says, “But now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under a guardian, 
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons 
of God, through faith.  For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to promise.”  If you 
know Jesus Christ as your personal 
Savior, you are God’s adopted 
child and are as precious to Him as 
anyone else.  We are all at different 
stages in our relationship (closeness) 
to God, but all are valued by God 
equally.  The reason for the extreme 
protection for the Pope’s visit is that 
in addition to being the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church, he is also 
a head of state, as the Vatican is 
considered a country in the world, 
and he receives the protection just 
as would the President of the U.S. 
or the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain.  As far as personal fear is 
concerned, we all experience fear.  
Even the apostle Paul dealt with it as 
he indicated in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11, 
stating that he and his companions 
“were so utterly burdened beyond 
our strength that we despaired of 
life itself.”  But Paul also went on to 
state the assurance he had in God 
and was able to rely on God rather 
than himself in that same passage.  
Fear is natural, but we are to place 
our trust in God.  That doesn’t 
mean the fear disappears, but that 
we are ultimately confident that 
God is with us and will enable us 
to remain obedient to Him in spite 
of our fear.

Pastor robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(el Paso, TX)




