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Pope Francis’ Visit to Juarez
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By Brendan Meece
 
Recently I was given the opportunity 

to travel to Ciudad Juarez to attend Pope 
Francis’ mass with a group of Cathedral 
students and faculty. Our group also 
included about 100 students from other 
LaSallian high schools in Tucson, San 
Francisco, Monterrey, Chihuahua and 
Hermosillo who came to El Paso to be 
a part of this historic event.  Cathedral 
High School hosted these students as part 
of a “LaSallians without Borders” journey 
to see Pope Francis.

The experience lasted a total of three 
days, from Monday, February 15th to the 
evening of Wednesday, February 17th.  
Monday was spent setting up Cathedral 
for the out of town visitors. The students 
arrived at Cathedral Monday afternoon.  
Cathedral students greeted their fellow 
LaSallians and helped them get ready 
for the night by bringing in their luggage. 
Before dinner, a group of local dancers 
performed a dance, and after dinner, we 
met in small groups with our new friends. 

On Tuesday morning we left for Ciudad 
Juarez.  We took a bus to the Zaragoza 
Bridge, walked across the bridge into 
Juarez and were picked up in Mexico and 
transported to a LaSallian Community.  
While there we had the chance to discuss 
what the Pope’s visit meant to us. All of us 
felt a kind of responsibility as LaSallians, 
a responsibility to follow out the mission of 
Saint John Baptist De La Salle. We were 
all here to further understand our vocation 
and further our ability to educate not only 
ourselves but the communities around us 
and our fellow students.

The journey to the Pope’s altar on 
Wednesday was a very long one. We 
were dropped off in downtown Juarez 
around 7:30 in the morning and did not 
arrive at our seating until about one in 
the afternoon. The line was massive and 
spanned what seemed to be several whole 
streets. The wait was quite arduous, but 
throughout the journey, we all knew that 
we would be rewarded by witnessing a 
truly historic event. The mass did not start 
until 4:00 pm, so we had plenty of time to 
reflect and rest. Our group sat quite a bit 
away from the altar, in a closed off area.

When it was announced that Pope 
Francis was on the way to the altar, the 
excitement in the air was tangible. I felt 
a surge in energy, and it was evident that 
everyone else in the area felt the same 
way. Everyone was yelling, and for the 
first time in that day, I truly understood 
the significance of the event which was 
occurring. The Pope came much closer 
to me than I thought he would; I would 
say that he was within 30 feet of our 
group.  There was so much elation when 
he came by; his influence was almost 
all-encompassing. Frequently, the media 
portrays the United States/Mexico border 

as a place of conflict, but the Pope Francis’ 
visit was able to overcome this and focus a 
very positive spotlight on Juarez.

The experience was unlike anything 
which I had ever been a part of before. I 
felt a kind of spiritual awakening, a calling 
to do more in my community. I felt united 
with the Catholic community. Boundaries 
were shattered, from a physical and 
spiritual standpoint; I felt like there I 
could now make a difference in the lives 
of those who need help the most.

Brendan Meece is a Junior at 
Cathedral High School in El Paso.

Pope Francis arrives! Photo provided by Cathedral High School. 

Cathedral students and Staff on bus headed to Juarez. 
Photo provided by Cathedral High School.

Cathedral Students and Staff. Photo provided by Cathedral High School.



By Debbie McDaniel

Fear.  One of the enemy’s 
most popular weapons that he 
uses against us.  Worry, anxiety, 
fear…can overwhelm us with a 
thick shadow of darkness, con-
trolling our every move and de-
cision.

So much crazy going on 
around us today - wars, conflicts, 
persecution, violence, crime, 
natural disasters, terrorism, eco-
nomic uncertainty, unemploy-
ment, divisions, disease, death.   
We fear for our children’s future, 
we fear for our families, we fear 
for our financial future, we fear 
for our safety.  The list goes on…
long.  There actually is a lot we 
could potentially worry about.

Yet reality tells us that so 
much of what we spend our time 
worrying about never even hap-
pens.  Living under the weight of 
the “what if’s” is a hard place to 
dwell. 

I struggled with fear and wor-
ry for years.  But through time, I 
began to find that the things that 
once would have sent me down 
an anxious spiral, no longer had 
the same effect.  It didn’t happen 
quickly, but over days, months, 
years.

I read words - of life - of truth. 
Soaking them in, over and over, 
praying them out loud.  Until 
they became so familiar, they 
replaced the other things in my 
mind that I’d battled against. 
There’s nothing magical about 
words and verses, but there is 
power through them, because 
they’re God’s words. 

Change happened. Anxious 
thoughts began to diminish.  
Worry let go of its constant grip.  
And though fear is sometimes still 
there, it no longer wields control, 
holding me back, paralyzing me 
in its grasp. 

His words are “life” words, 
soothing to our soul, calming to 

our spirits, giving power to our 
days.  

It’s not always easy, and it of-
ten comes down to a choice: 

• Choosing not to allow fear and 
anxiety to control your life. 

• Choosing to guard your heart. 

• Choosing to focus your mind on 
what is truth in the midst of un-
certain times.

We might still feel afraid, but 
we can believe that God is with 
us. We may not be in control, but 
we can trust the One who is. We 
may not know the future, but we 
can know the God who does.

33 Verses to Remind Us - We 
Do Not Have to Fear:

1.  “So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God.  I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.” 
Isaiah 41:10

2.  “When I am afraid, I put my 
trust in you.” Psalm 56:3

3.  “Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanks-

giving, present your requests to 
God.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Phi-
lippians 4:6-7

4.  “Peace is what I leave with you; 
it is my own peace that I give you. 
I do not give it as the world does. 
Do not be worried and upset; do 
not be afraid.” John 14:27

5.  “For God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind.” 2 
Timothy 1:7

6.  “There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, be-
cause fear has to do with punish-
ment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love.” 1 John 
4:18

7.  “When anxiety was great with-
in me, your consolation brought 
joy to my soul.” Psalm 94:19

Originally posted on 
Crosswalk.com.  Used by 
permission of Crosswalk.
com.

Editor’s Note: This is a helpful, 
but rather lengthy article that will run 
as a threer-part series

I don’t know about you, but I 
really wish that all this election 
brouhaha didn’t have to take 
place during Lent. This should 
be a time of concentrating and 
meditating on what our Lord 
did for us on Calvary’s Tree all 
those years ago. Not hearing 
all the political backlash that is 
splashed across all news sources 
daily – almost hourly it seems 
these days. Don’t you think?

I can’t believe what a low 
percentage there is that actu-
ally take advantage of their 
right to vote. So many feel that 
they are just one person and 
they can’t change anything – 
BUT – if all Christians went to 
the polls and voted their con-
science, together we could all 
make a difference! It is such a 
nerve wracking time -we want 
what is best for our city and our 
country. Please be in constant 
prayer that we will be victori-
ous and by the time November 
comes – America will vote in a 
President that will heed the will 
of God in leading our great na-
tion. I can’t stand to see what is 

happening to our nation, I for 
one certainly hoped for, and 
want better for my children and 
grandchildren.

Precious Heavenly Father-
Thank You Lord for every-

thing You are and do for us. 
Without You we are and have 
nothing. Nothing happens that 
You aren’t aware. We know that 
evil exists because of what we 
choose to do with our free will. 
I am grateful that I can rest as-
sured that You are with me in all 
things, at all times. Thank You 
Father for loving us so much 
that You sent Your Son, Jesus to 
serve as the Ultimate Sacrifice 
for our sins on the cross.

Father I lift up all of the can-
didates vying for the position of 
Commander in Chief, President 
of our great USA. Father bind 
up any evil, and falsehood in 
any of those running that would 
be used to steer people toward 
them. Open the eyes of all the 
voters, give each one of us dis-
cernment with extreme clarity 
as to the true person that makes 
up each candidate. Don’t al-
low us to fall for ploys are false 
promises. Help each voter to 
wisely decipher the truth that 
will lead them to the candidate 
that will most closely follow 
Your will. Help us to humble 
ourselves and pray – so that You 
will heal our wicked land. For-
give us as a nation of our evil, 
sinful ways. Bring a revival to 
our land, turn the hearts of all 
people toward You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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Send info about your upcoming events 
to media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to 
send them several weeks in advance 
of the event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild 
– Grace Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Friday, March 11th

All The Earth Is Holy Ground Tour 
– Christ Community Church, 2960 
N. Scenic Dr., Alamogordo, NM, 
7:00 pm. Come experience a night 
of music, ministry and more with 
Tenth Avenue North, Hawk Nelson & 
I Am They. Tickets are: General $22, 
Deluxe (includes early admission 
and premier seating with artist Q & 
A.) $38, Groups of 10 or more $18, 
Day of Show $25. Tickets available at 
www.christcommunityalamo.org

Saturday, March 12th

42 Annual Doll Sale – Best Western 
Plus, 6655 Gateway West, El Paso, 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Doll and toy 
enthusiasts are encouraged to attend 
this Annual Sale sponsored by Sun 
Country Doll Folks of El Paso. There 
will be fun activities for kids, prince and 
princess themed, as well as antique, 
collectables, modern and BJD dolls; 
accessories, clothing, miniatures, 
books, bears, animals and toys. A doll 
hospital will also be available. Cost is 
$3.00 per adult and $1.00 per child. 

For more info call Janna Daniels (915) 
637-3438.

Saturday, March 19th

Resurrection Egg Hunt – Open Gate 
Church, 9821 McCombs, El Paso, 2:00 
pm. Lot of fun for ages 0 – 12 years, 
Free Lunch. Canned food donations 
greatly appreciated. For more info call 
(915) 751-2403.

A New Beginning – Phillips Chapel 
CME Church, 3432 E. Wyoming, El 
Paso, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. The church 
is hosting a Gospel Extravaganza, 
an evening of song and praise, to 
celebrate a new beginning introducing 
and welcoming Rev. Annette 
Musgrove. Local groups and choirs 
from the El Paso area will perform 
favorite Gospel music. For more info 
call (915) 307-5543.

Sunday, March 20th and Wednesday, 
March 23rd

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an 
Atheist with Dr. Frank Turek – Sunday: 
Jesus Chapel, 111 W. Sunset Road, El 
Paso, 10:00 am service; Wednesday, 
First Baptist Church, 805 Montana 
Ave., El Paso, 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Frank 
Turek is a Christian apologist, and co-
authored I Don’t Have enough Faith to 
be an Atheist with Norman Geisler. He 
is an advocate of intelligent design, 
and a critic of evolution. He helps 
answer: Does truth exist? Does God 
exist? Are miracles possible? Is the 
New Testament true? For more info 
on Jesus Chapel service call Mark 
Schumacher (915) 581-1195 x 103 
or email mark@jesuschapelep.com 
OR on First Baptist service call Caleb 
Harrelson (915) 401-6065 or email 
caleb.harrelson@yahoo.com. For 
more info on Dr. Turek visit www.
crossexamined.org

Sunday, April 3rd

Toby Mac’s Hits Deep Tour – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory Road, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Featured bands are: 
Toby Mac, Britt Nicole, Building 429, 
Colton Dixon, Capital Kings, Finding 
Favour, and Hollyn. Line-up is subject 
to change. Purchase tickets online at 
ticketmaster.com, seats range from 
$8.25 to $29.25, other charges may 
apply at checkout.

Tuesday, April 5th

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student 
Union Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-
denominational ministry exists to 
challenge college students and young 

professionals to engage the person of 
Jesus Christ, and equip young adults 
to make disciples. Although, One Way 
is not affiliated with any individual 
church (we are an independent non-
profit organization), we make it a point 
to connect our guests to a Jesus-
following congregation.  As a ministry, 
we meet the first Tuesday of every 
college semester month (February, 
March, April, May, September, 
October, November, and December), 
and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship 
groups, and Bible studies that meet 
on a weekly basis. Follow this group: 
Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/
onewayep and www.onewayep.org
#onewayep
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At The 
Father’s Feet

The Greatest Gift
“Agape” Love

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

The greatest spiritual gift 
as taught by Paul in Scripture 
is “agape,” the Greek word 
that is translated “love” in I 
Corinthians, chapter thirteen.  
Paul used this Greek word to 
contrast Godly love with other 
words the Greeks used for dif-
ferent kinds of love.  “Eros” 
was romantic and sexual love, 
“storge” referred to intense 
friendship, and “philia” denot-
ed brotherly love.  The church 
at Corinth knew about and 
was filled with spiritual gifts, 
yet misunderstood what true, 
God-given, self-giving love 
was.  Today, we know all the 
“loves” connected with pure 
emotional response, are gener-
ally or at least vaguely familiar 
with spiritual gifts, but fail to 
fully understand or practice 
agape love.  Do we love those 
who are unlovable or those who 
do not love in return?  That is 
agape love.

Can you honestly say you 
love and pray for even your en-
emies?

“But I say unto you, ‘Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that ate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.”   (Matthew 
5:44)

The Greatest Gift
Shown in Christian Lives

Society more often than not 
confuses love with lust.  It is 
the agape or Godly love that 
God expects us to practice in 
our Christian walk with Him, 
but it is possible to practice 
this love only if God helps us 
set aside our own desires and 
instincts.  Although the Greek 
word “agape,” translated love 
is located in other parts of the 
New Testament, the thirteenth 
chapter of II Corinthians is 
considered the greatest chap-
ter on this type of love in the 
entire Bible.  Paul describes 
agape love in words and phras-
es, seven positive of which it is 
and eight negative which it is 
not.  They are the epitome of 
the Christian life, exemplified 
by Christ Himself, and should 
be present in the lives of Chris-
tians whom He redeemed. 

After you read chapter thir-
teen of II Corinthians, exam-
ine your life and make sure you 
are showing the love Paul is 
describing!

“He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love.”   (I 
John 4:8)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

If you would like to know more 
about having a relationship with 
Christ, please contact me at bwool-
leycpa.@msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from the 
King James Version, unless other-
wise noted.  (Capitalization of pro-
nouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com.

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com. 

Support  The Messenger
Advertise Today. 
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
The other day I had posted 

on my Facebook that I had 
decided to boycott certain 
companies, because of their 
ungodly policies. I received a 
comment that said, “I don’t 
know man, I don’t think 
Jesus would avoid a business 
just because they supported 
something ‘sinful’... just 
sayin’.” This response got me 
to think a little more about my 
decision and now I’m curious. 
Is it wrong for Christians to 
boycott? 

Answers:
It is not wrong to boycott any 

company, business, or store if you 
see them openly committing sin 
or operating by “ungodly policies” 
as you call them.  Remember, if 
you look around a bit, you can 
obtain most anything you need 
from a business that operates 
according to Judaeo-Christian 
ethical standards.  The whole idea 
of a boycott is to offer consumer 
pressure on businesses to get them 
to change their practices.  So if 
enough people feel the way you do 
(and take their business elsewhere) 
it could create a real incentive for 
that store or business to change and 
improve.  But before you decide 

to do this, please be very certain 
that the policies you observe in 
the questionable business truly go 
against the revealed will of God.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Maybe the more important 
question is: Is it wrong to violate 
your conscience in order to support 
a business? I would say YES. James 
4:17 says, “Whoever knows what is 
right to do and fails to do it, for him 
it is sin.”

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

While there’s nothing wrong 
with personally boycotting certain 
businesses, we should avoid 
placing that expectation on all 
Christians. In 1 Corinthians 5:9-
13, Paul warns Believers to avoid 
individuals who sin AND call 
themselves Christians. We are 
to separate from those who call 
themselves Christians but don’t 
live accordingly. Additionally, 
Paul wants Christians to AVOID 
applying this principle of separation 
to non-Christians; because, that 
would imply separating ourselves 
from the entire world. If we 
consistently applied the criteria 
of ungodliness to boycotting 
businesses (especially those run by 
non-Christians), it would restrict us 
in our Godly witness to a corrupt 
world. For example: Could the 
criteria you use to boycott certain 
businesses be applied to Facebook? 
We must avoid isolating ourselves 
within a Christian ghetto. While 
not endorsing sin, we must engage 
with non-Believers outside the 

Church at various levels as Jesus 
did (Mark 2:13-17). This grants 
Christians the opportunity to share 
the Gospel.  

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Those apart from God in our 
society boycott and specifically 
target Christian businesses 
and churches all the time.  Yet 
Christians have even more reason 
to be motivated to carefully 
evaluate those they give their 
business.  In 2 Corinthians 6:14-
16 it says, “Do not be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers.  For what 
partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness?  Or what fellowship has 
light with darkness?  What accord 
has Christ with Belial?  Or what 
portion does a believer share with 
an unbeliever?  What agreement 
has the temple of God with idols?”  
Some try to apply this passage only 
to a Christian and a non-Christian 
getting married, but the context 
applies being “unequally yoked” 
to every area of life.  Our secular 
society refuses to understand that a 
person’s faith cannot be restricted 
only to one’s thoughts or attitudes 
in some spiritual way that is unseen 
to the world.  A faith that does not 
affect one’s public behavior is not 
genuine faith.  That passage goes 
on to say, “Therefore go out from 
their midst, and be separate from 
them, says the Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing; then I will welcome 
you, and I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be sons and daughters 
to me, says the Lord Almighty.”  (2 
Cor. 6:17–18.)  We are to be separate 
from the sinful practices of those 
around us – including businesses, 
yet still seek to have genuine, loving 

relationships with people who do 
not know God.  We must remain 
pure and healthy in order to be 
able to minister effectively to them 
when their lives crash and collapse 
as a result of their sinful choices.  It 
is right to boycott sinful activity, 
in individuals and in our business 
dealings, but we must also do so in 
a loving way that allows God to be 
glorified rather than discredited.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Christians, according to the 
guidance of the Holy Scriptures, 
are to live a life that is of Peace 
(Romans 14:19).  Furthermore, we 
are instructed to not be consumed 
by the cares of this world (Mark 
4:19).  History will prove time 
and time again when Christians 
engaged in the world affairs such 
as boycotts, the world sees it as 
Christians imposing their belief 
system on them and that is when 
the world fights back.  Jesus gave 
the course of our mission (Matthew 
28:19-20) and by engaging in the 
cares of world may close the door 
of opportunity of presenting the 
Gospel (Salvation, Peace, Love, 
etc.) of Jesus Christ to a lost and 
sinful world.  It is okay to disagree 
with the attitudes of the world, 
but how we approach the lost can 
make the difference in eternity for 
them.   Remember, it seems that a 
sinful world knows how Christians 
should conduct themselves better 
than some Christians do.

Mark A. Rawlins, Director
El Paso International School of Faith

(El Paso, TX)




