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By Kelly McCullough
 
In March my daughter and son-in-

law surprised me with plane tickets 
to visit them in the Houston area 
during my grandkids’ Spring Break. 
One reason my daughter wanted me 
to come at that time, from March 16 
to 20, was because there was a big 
Christian concert taking place on the 
19th to celebrate the 34th Anniversary 
of KSBJ Christian Radio.

Multiple blessings bestowed us upon 
arrival at the location, the Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion at The 
Woodlands / Houston.

Blessing number one came as we 
headed to the ticket counter and were 
approached by an older, nice dressed 
gentleman holding tickets. He explained 
he had pre-purchased six tickets for he 
and his family, but none were able to 
join him so he was giving them away. 
We noticed they were $26 tickets so 
offered to pay something, but he stated 
he just wanted to bless others and all 
he asked was that in return we pay it 
forward at some point when we could!

Blessing number two came shortly 
after we entered the pavilion area and 
located a place to park our blanket and 
graphics appeared on the big screens 
announcing the Rock & Worship 
Roadshow! Rachelle and Carder of 
KSBJ’s morning show was on the stage 
and thanked the Roadshow crew for 
making their anniversary special by 
agreeing to include Houston in the 
tour.

We weren’t allowed to take our 
cameras inside so the only pictures we 
got were from our cell phones. And, all 
I had with me was a very small tablet 
to take notes – but I did my best to 
scribble away at my notes, even in the 
dark! For the most part I tried to just 
relax and absorb what the Holy Spirit 
had to share through the music.

Danny Gokey and Citizen Way 
opened the evening up in the Pre-show 
just after 6:00 pm, and both appeared 
again later in the evening as well. The 
main concert began at 7:00 pm and we 
didn’t walk out until close to midnight. 
Other artists that blessed the evening 
were: Jeremy Camp, Audio Adrenaline, 
Mandisa, Phil Wickham, Family Force 
5, and Newsboys.

A member of Audio Adrenaline 
announced that they were working 
on a project to be hands and feet in 
Haiti August 16-20 and 20-24. Anyone 
interested in joining in the mission 

trip can get info by texting “Haiti” to 
94253.

Roadshow Executive Producer, 
Brian Seaby, announced opening day 
of “God is Not Dead 2” would be April 
1. After showing a video clip he offered 
a gift for all Pastors and Youth Leaders 
in attendance that would help promote 
the movie as well.

After reciting Philippians 1:6 Mandisa 
shared that she felt shame because the 
last time she was in Houston she was 
down to size Medium. She explained 
that she is no longer size Medium, 
and Satan has been whispering to her 
that she isn’t worthy to be on the stage 
telling people that God will help them 
through all their struggles, when she 
is still battling weight issues. But this 
Scripture reminds her that (1) You are 
a child of God (2) The inside of you is 
bigger than the one in the world (3) You 
are an overcomer.

As one of the sponsors each 
year, Compassion International 
representatives spoke during 
intermission while volunteers roamed 
the crowd with packets on children 
that needed sponsored world-wide. It 
was announced later in the evening 
that there were 15,000 plus attendees; 
this was the 27th city on the Tour, with 
one last concert the next evening; and 
Houston had just become the largest 
sponsor city, sponsoring over 700 
children!

Jeremy Camp reminded of God’s 

Word, “Before you were knit in your 
mother’s womb, I knew you.” He talked 
about his f irst wife dying of cancer and 
how diff icult the time of suffering had 
been for her, and for him during and 
after her passing. But, he had to give it 
to God who brought him through it. He 
shared that God has used his testimony 
about his wife’s battle and her faith 
to help people the world over, and his 
ministry through testimony and song 

has continued to grow. He said that he 
believes we’ll see another great revival 
in this nation.

Phil Wickham spoke about God’s 
promises to bring hope even in times of 
trouble and tragedy. “God is worthy of 
our worship and our praise,” he shared. 
He then shared about his experience 
two years ago with pollops on his vocal 
chords and needed surgery. His doctor 
said he may never be able to sing again. 
He was f illed with fear and anxiety but 
he prayed a deep prayer and felt God 
undeniably speaking to his soul telling 
him to not fear. He then felt tremendous 
peace and joy and began writing songs 
about being a child of God.

Danny Gokey shared that his f irst 
wife died of a heart condition seven 
years ago. “God is a restorer, no matter 
the problem. Be sure to run to Him!”

This year’s tour began in St. Louis, 
MO on February 4th and was concluding 
in Mobile, AL on March 20th. Each 
artist inspired the crowd not only in 
song, but in the heartfelt messages they 
shared. God uses each one of them not 
only through their talents as musicians, 
but through sharing the challenges 
they face through life’s journey. God 
allows trials in our lives and brings us 
through them not because He wants to 
harm us – but because often times we 
can minister to others and help them 
through similar circumstances. We are 
to be a light in the world. We don’t have 
to be famous musicians to do so.

Kelly McCullough and Jenna Foix waiting for concert to begin. Photo by Jenna Foix.

Best band photo we could get from the distance with a cell phone. 
Not sure which band it is. Photo by Jenna Foix.
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Seems forever since we met here 
last. We had an extra week between 
issues, and with everything going on, 
it seems much longer. I trust everyone 
had a blessed Easter. Although we can 
and should draw nearer to the Lord at 
all times, it often seems that we do so 
more during Lent or on Easter. Many 
more people are invited to church for 
Easter and Christmas services than at 
any time in the year. I’m sure many 
people made a profession of faith dur-
ing their visit on Easter Sunday – and if 
you are one of them – CONGRATU-
LATIONS and welcome to the fam-
ily! We are now brothers and sisters in 
the Lord. Be sure to get plugged in to 
a Bible teaching/preaching church. If 
you don’t have one, purchase a Bible 
and begin reading and studying God’s 
Word. If you can’t afford one let the 
new church you are attending know, 
sometimes they have some they pro-
vide to new Christians. I still have two 
new Bibles from when we used to do 
giveaways. If you are a new Christian 
and can’t afford to buy a Bible I would 
be willing to get one of these to you.

THANK YOU to my daughter, 
Jenna and son-in-law, Andrew for sur-
prising me with airline tickets for a trip 
to visit them in March. If you read the 
cover story you know one of the high-
lights was getting to attend the 2016 
Rock & Worship Roadshow while it 
was in the Houston area. It was awe-
some. I attended the show a few years 
ago so I could cover it for the paper, but 
had to attend alone. This one was ex-
tra special since I got to share it with 
my daughter. While the concert was 
wonderful, the best part of the trip of 
course was just being with them all 
again. My grandkids Kelsey, Jacob 
and Aiden are all growing like weeds. 
I’ve missed them all so much. We made 
sure to hit our all-time favorite restau-
rant, Steak N Shake a couple times and 
I got to visit their new church, Calvary 

Chapel. They took me to a really cool 
amusement type park on the water, 
but I can’t recall the name of it. And 
another highlight was Andrew grilling 
out for a couple evening meals! You just 
can’t beat cook-out food. Thank you 
again Foix family for my tickets and al-
lowing me to spend Spring Break with 
you.

Precious Heavenly Father -
Thank You Lord for all You are 

and all You do for Your children. None 
of us deserve or are worthy of what You 
provide. But as Your children, You love 
us and want what is best for us. Thank 
You for Your unconditional love, mer-
cy and grace. Help each of us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, as You have 
asked. Help us to exude Christ-likeness 
in all we do.

Father I lift up all the new Chris-
tians that heeded Your call during their 
visit to a church on Easter Sunday. I 
ask Lord that You help lead them to a 
church where they will be led and fed 
through Your Word. I pray Your help 
and guidance to help keep them on 
the right path, and their willingness to 
serve You. Bless them and protect them 
in their newfound journey of faith.

I lift up Mr. Pollock to You Father. 
Thank You for smooth surgery on the 
6th in El Paso where another stent 
was placed to help his heart work as it 
should. Help him in the days, weeks, 
and months ahead as he recovers. 
Provide complete and quick healing. I 
lift up also all his family members as 
they love him through all of this. Ease 
their stress and worry as they all lean 
on You.

I lift up The Messenger Father and 
ask that You lead me to those who can 
and will support this ministry. Send 
others to me that are willing to be 
faithful in supporting a ministry such 
as this.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

By Debbie McDaniel

25. “The angel of the Lord en-
camps around those who fear 
him, and he delivers them.” 
Psalm 34:7

26. “But even if you suffer for 
doing what is right, God will re-
ward you for it. So don’t worry 
or be afraid of their threats.” 1 
Peter 3:14

27. “I prayed to the Lord, and 
he answered me.  He freed me 
from all my fears.” Psalm 34:4

28. “Do not be afraid of them; 
the Lord your God himself will 
fight for you.” Deuteronomy 
3:22

29. “Then he placed his right 
hand on me and said: ‘Do not 
be afraid. I am the First and the 
Last.’” Revelation 1:17

30. “Jesus told him, ‘Don’t be 
afraid; just believe.’” Mark 5:36

31. “And I am convinced that 
nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love. Neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor de-
mons, neither our fears for 
today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the pow-
ers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love.” Romans 8:38-39

32. “The Lord your God is in 
your midst, A victorious war-
rior. He will exult over you with 
joy, He will be quiet in His love, 
He will rejoice over you with 
shouts of joy.” Zephaniah 3:17

33. “He who dwells in the shel-
ter of the Most High will rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty.  I 
will say of the Lord, “He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, 
in whom I trust.” He will cover 

you with his feathers, and under 
his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness will be your 
shield and rampart.  You will 
not fear the terror of night, nor 
the arrow that flies by day, nor 
the pestilence that stalks in the 
darkness, nor the plague that 
destroys at midday.  A thou-
sand may fall at your side, ten 
thousand at your right hand, 
but it will not come near you…
For he will command his angels 
concerning you, to guard you in 
all your ways “Because he loves 
me,” says the Lord, “I will res-
cue him; I will protect him, for 
he acknowledges my name.  He 
will call upon me, and I will an-
swer him; I will be with him in 
trouble, I will deliver him and 
honor him…” from Psalm 91:1-
16

Be assured, He is with you in 
whatever you face, in the tur-
moil and struggles, amidst 
the anxious thoughts and the 
worries of life.  He is there, 
strengthening, helping, and He 
holds you in His hands.
God is greater.  He gives us 

the power to live courageously, 
boldly, fearlessly in this life, 
when many things that sur-
round us would tell us to be 
afraid.  His truth whispers 
strong and sure to the deepest 
core of our spirits.

“Do not fear.”
All of that stuff on your mind?  
Give it to Him – again.  Replace 
those fearful thoughts with His 
words of truth. And sleep in 
peace tonight.  He knows what 
concerns you, He’s got you cov-
ered.

Peace.

Originally posted on Cross-
walk.com.  Used by permis-
sion of Crosswalk.com.

This concludes the three-
part series. If you have 
missed any part of it and 
would like the story in its 
entirety, feel free to email 
me at media4him@yahoo.
com with 33 Verses Story in 
the Subject line and I will 
forward it to you.
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
I read today in Mathew 6 

about how we are supposed 
to pray in secret. The 
verses 5 & 6 say not to pray 
publically on the streets like 
hypocrites. Does this mean 
the sidewalk counselors and 
people praying out in front of 
abortion clinics shouldn’t be 
doing so? Biblically? Please 
explain why or why not, and 
if not then, what should they 
do?

Answers:
In Matthew 6, the key is whether 

or not such public demonstration 
(including praying, giving to the 
needy, and fasting) is done in 
hypocrisy. The hypocrite claims 
to be serving God, but they really 
desire to be recognized by others. 
Hypocrites are self-serving and 
want to receive personal glory 
rather than properly give glory to 
God. Hypocrisy is motivated by 
self-interest rather than a desire 
to faithfully serve God and others 
for their good and God’s glory. 
Therefore, according to Matthew 
6, whether or not people should be 
counseling and praying in front of 
abortion clinics depends on their 
motivation. Are they seeking to 
glorify themselves, or are they 
seeking to glorify God in love for 
their neighbors? While we may not 
be certain of people’s intentions, 
God knows their hearts. The 

hypocrite receives their reward 
when being seen, praised and 
acknowledged by others. Those 
who do it to please God out of love 
will be rewarded by Him.  

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

Matthew 5-7 is called the 
Sermon on the Mount because Jesus 
taught these things to his disciples 
on a hill in Galilee.  In much of 
this sermon Jesus sets his teaching 
in direct contrast to the practices of 
the “hypocrites” of his day.  Those 
were mostly scribes and Pharisees 
as we learn from Matthew 23.  So 
in contrast to those Jewish leaders, 
followers of Jesus are to pray in 
secret, that is in the private of their 
own homes.  Our duty is to pray to 
God as groups and individuals so 
that only God sees into our minds 
and lives.  We are not to show off to 
others in our prayers.  As for street 
preachers and such, only God 
knows what’s truly on their minds, 
so only He can judge them.  As for 
those who pray outside abortion 
clinics, those people are witnessing 
to a very terrible evil, and they are 
not praying in order to show off.  
However, Jesus the Son of God still 
condemns church groups who pray 
outside just so people will see them 
doing that.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

As always, the context of a 
passage is vital to understanding 
the meaning of select verses.  
Verse 5 reveals the motivation of 
the hypocrites: “For they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues 
and at the street corners, that 
they may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward.”  The 

Greek behind the English word 
“hypocrite” came from Greek 
drama, where the actors would 
literally wear masks so that the 
same actor could portray more 
than one role in a play.  The idea 
of a hypocrite in this passage is 
one that is not praying sincerely, 
but merely “playing a role” in 
order to receive the praise from 
others thinking he was devout.  
In the case of a counselor praying 
with someone on the street, one 
would assume they are sincerely 
helping the one praying to seek 
the Lord.  That one would not 
be trying to garner attention, 
but genuinely help the one with 
whom they pray spiritually.  So 
in this instance, Jesus’ words 
of prohibition would not apply 
because of the motivation of the 
one praying. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

In this text Jesus challenges 
the standard idea of righteousness 
for his day.  Worship is about 
YHWH: His awesomeness, His 
holiness, His love.  Religious 
leaders made worship about man. 
Note the narcissistic nature of the 
prayer in Lk 18:11. Jesus made an 
identical application in the previous 
paragraph of Mt 6 about good acts 
and in the following paragraph 
about fasting.  The objection is 
not leading a public prayer for a 
group; it is about glorifying yourself 
instead of God. Disciples were told 
in the previous chapter that they 
are the salt and light of the world, 
not to be hidden but made known 
to those around us.  We are not 
to be secret disciples that hide our 
faith from the world, but we seek 
to glorify God through Jesus the 
Christ.   Regarding those who lead 
pray on sidewalks, I cannot judge 
their hearts or attitudes, but only 

their words and deeds.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Jesus was addressing the subject 
of prayer understanding that there 
were those in Judaism that were 
more concerned about their public 
image than their relationship to His 
Father. Prayer should be centered 
in our personal communication 
with our Father who is in heaven. 
We as His children want to talk 
with Him about anything and 
everything that takes place in this 
world around us. It is not a public 
show and it should not always be 
about us. James 4:3 says “You ask 
and do not receive because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on 
your pleasures.”  If all we do is to 
pray to be seen by men or we pray 
for selfish reasons, then we are not 
as effective as we should be in our 
prayers.  Prayer should be intimate 
between us and our Father.  It is not 
a public a performance.  There are 
times when we pray in public, but 
the focus should be centered in our 
Father and not in men.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

There are all kinds of public 
prayer meetings throughout the 
Scriptures. Many of these were 
led by the apostles, Jesus was 
warning against praying for men’s 
recognition and personal reward 
but not to stop praying in public 
altogether. If we pray with humility 
and brokenness over the spiritual 
condition of our culture, we are 
doing right. Check out 1 Timothy 
2:1-3.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

At The 
Father’s Feet

Following the 
Resurrection

No Fear

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ has taken place, “Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary” 
have seen the empty tomb, and 
the angel is announcing the good 
news of the resurrection.  In do-
ing so, the angel gave the women 
multiple messages that can cer-
tainly apply to us today.  The first 
couple of messages were “Do not 
be afraid,” and “He is not here.”  
Easter, the celebration of the res-
urrection, is a joyous time for 
the Christian, not a time to fear.  
Jesus left us with the great hope 
and certainty that He is going to 
return to bring a new Heaven and 
a new earth where, we are told, 
there will be no more fear, sorrow, 
trouble, or death for those who 
have believed and followed Him.

If you are a Christian, you be-
lieve and follow the risen Savior; 
therefore, you live with the great 
expectation of His return when 
you will be with Him for eternity!

“The angel said to the women, 
‘Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified.  He is no here; He has 
risen,’” (Matthew 28:5-6a - NIV)

Following the 
Resurrection
Come and See

While we looked yesterday at 
two of the four messages the an-
gel gave the women at the empty 
tomb of Christ, the third mes-
sage likewise carries something 
we need to heed today.  The an-
gel told the women to “come and 
see.”  The women did not have 
to take the angel’s word that Je-
sus had risen; they were invited 
to examine the empty tomb for 
themselves.  Today we are invited 
to look at the empty tomb through 
the eyes of history as the resurrec-
tion is a historical fact.  Many 
today question the validity of the 
resurrection; however, evidence is 
strong and irrefutable.  Not only 
were there eyewitnesses, there are 
instances where it was mentioned 
in ancient historical accounts.  
The tomb is still empty, and the 
risen Christ invites us to believe in 
Him today.

Do you doubt that there was 
and is an empty tomb?  If so, take 
the time to study the evidence and 
become a believer in the risen Je-
sus Christ!

“He is not here; He has risen, 
just as He said.  Come and see the 
place where He lay.”  (Matthew 
28:6 - NIV)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Cap-
italization of pronouns for 
God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.wordpress.
com.

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Sundays, through May 1st

Perspectives Class – Beth El Bible Church, 
6440 Montana, El Paso, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. 
Come gain an awareness of what your role is in 
participating in God’s work. Cost is $250. This 
class will change your life, your perspective. For 
more info call Lydia at 915-855-3798 Ext. 206 or 
915-504-9357 or visit www.perspectives.org.

Mondays, through May 2nd

Perspectives Class – Westside Community 
Church, 1850 Northwestern Dr., El Paso, 6:00 
pm – 9:00 pm. See info in listing above.

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays

Guitar Lessons for Beginners – The Branch 
Church, 313 Paseo Real, Chapparal, NM, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00 pm; Saturdays 
10:00 am. Classes are free, and for beginners 
only. For more info call Pastor Rick Roberson 
(575) 824-7792.

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American Steakburger, 
701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
For Christian business owners who desire to 
run their business to glorify the Lord. If you 
wish to attend it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call Cris Green (915) 
252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@
gmail.com.

Sunday, April 17th

Tim Hawkins LIVE – Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 6:00 pm – 8:45 
pm. Tim and special guest Bob Smiley are 
bringing the funny to El Paso for the first 
time. Tickets will sell out for this great night 
of laughs so don’t delay – order today! Uber 
Fan Packages and Group Prices are available. 
Tickets available at ticketmaster.com ranging 
from $23.50 – $73.50 plus fees. For more info 
call (915) 231-1100.

Saturday, April 30th

War Room Movie Event – The Rock Faith Center, 
11201 Armour Dr., El Paso, 12:00 pm. Family 
Christian is partnering with local churches across 
the country to host a free showing of War Room 
to unite communities in prayer. The event leads 
up to the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, 
May 5. For more info call (616) 554-8712

Tuesday, May 3rd

One Way Ministries – UTEP Student Union 
Cinema, 7:00 pm. This non-denominational 
ministry exists to challenge college students 
and young professionals to engage the person 
of Jesus Christ, and equip young adults to make 
disciples. Although, One Way is not affiliated with 
any individual church (we are an independent non-
profit organization), we make it a point to connect 
our guests to a Jesus-following congregation.  
As a ministry, we meet the first Tuesday of 
every college semester month (February, March, 
April, May, September, October, November, and 
December), and we aim to start several smaller 
community groups, discipleship groups, and 
Bible studies that meet on a weekly basis. Follow 
this group: Follow us on: Instagram @one_way_
ministries; Facebook: facebook.com/onewayep 
and www.onewayep.org
#onewayep




