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Calvary West Christian High School 

(CWCHS) and Keystone Christian School 
hosted the “Gift of Education” fundraiser 
evening at Grace Gardens on Friday, March 
4. A wonderful ribeye steak dinner was 
provided by Grace Gardens with live and 
silent auctions, desert auction, and student/
family testimonies as the highlights of the 
evening. All funds raised throughout the 
evening will go towards scholarships for 
students of the schools. If more than the goal 
was attained, the remaining funds will be 
made available to needy students of other 

local Christian Schools.
Pastor Martin Arriola of Calvary West 

Church and CWCHS along with Sandra 
Carranza were the MC’s of the evening. The 
two met through a mutual friend and soon 
realized it would be mutually beneficial to 
work together for the good of the Lord and 
Christian Education in the El Paso area. The 
Lord called Sandra and her husband to start 
ten Christian Schools in the Americas, with 
the first being in El Paso. Keystone Christian 

School is for students in K – 8th grade while 
CWCHS is for 9th – 12th.

Gift of Education was designed for 
families and children who desire a Christian 
education that most likely could not afford 
it on their own. Martin and Sandra have 
the opinion that all children should have 
the ability and opportunity to a good, solid, 
Christian education – that these schools 
should not just be for the wealthy.

Many items were donated for the silent 
and live auctions as well as elegant deserts 
for the desert auction – making it a fun-filled 
exciting evening waiting to see what would 
happen or be offered next. George Duchene 
acted as auctioneer for the evening’s festivities. 
Interspersed between auction items were 
three student / family testimonies of their 

experience in Christian education.
The first student testimony came from 18-

year-old Josh Kammeraad, who has attended 
CWCHS for 9th through 12th grades, and 
will graduate this year. Josh stated he feels he 
has received the best education at CWCHS, 
where he struggled with school prior to coming 
there. “Christian education will stick with me 
through the rest of my life. It has helped me 

to see who I am and what I am to be the rest 
of my life.” Josh explained, “It has shown me 
how I want to reach out to people, to teach 
and preach – it’s what I am gifted to do, and 
how I will serve the Lord.”  Josh is currently 
preparing for a trip to Nicaragua where he 
will put his newfound skills to work!

The second student testimony was from 
20-year-old Olivia Gonzales, who graduated 
three years ago from CWCHS and is 
currently in her third year at NMSU. Olivia 
is majoring in Psychology and Family and 
Child Science, and minoring in Counseling 
Education and Psychology. Olivia spoke of 
particular challenges in her college classes 
such as discussions held on ‘Is there any 
value to marriage?’ and the topic of evolution 
to name a few. Many other odd yet valid 
questions come up in classes and in dealing 
with fellow students. Olivia stated, “Having 
Christian education in my background, it 
helps me to have the basis and ability to 
answer many of the questions that come up 
that I otherwise would not have been able 
to.”

The third testimony was from Adolfo 
and Terrie Esparza along with one of their 
grown children Cherie Curb. The family 
had eight children all in a Christian school 
and all sponsored through donors they never 
met. Terrie spoke of the blessing her family 
received by donors such as those who were 
participating in this evening. She said all her 
kids were sponsored, and they never knew 
who any of them were. All of the children 
are grown and have graduated except one. 
“We have been blessed by the help received 
to provide Christian education for all our 
children” shared Terrie, “We never met any 
that sponsored, but we thank them and pray 
they are blessed.”

Sandra Carranza stated, “Christian 
education saves student’s lives by giving them 
the opportunity to receive knowledge of how 
to live the Christian, Spiritual life.”
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Josh McDowell, renowned Author and 

International Speaker, was guest speaker at Cielo 
Vista Church, Sunday, March 13 in all four 
services on, Relationships that Transform.

Josh discussed the importance of influencing 
young people, our children. For years he’d 
pondered on what would motivate our youth to 
want to know Jesus. About 12 to 15 years ago 
it hit him. It is like a pyramid starting from the 
top down: Behavior is driven by Values, which 
are driven by World View, which is driven by 
Relationships. The most important relationships 
are those with parents.

Psalms 26:3 NLT “For I am always aware of 
your unfailing love, and I have lived according to 
your truth.”

Psalms 86:11-13 NLT “Teach me your ways 
O Lord, that I may live according to your truth! 
Grant me purity of heart, so that I may honor you. 
With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my 
God. I will give glory to your name forever, for 
your love for me is very great. You have rescued 
me from the depths of death.”

If children don’t feel the love of their parents, 
why would they want to follow in their same 
beliefs?

Ephesians 4:15 “Instead, we will speak the 
truth in love, growing in every way more and 
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the 
church.”

Three points he made:
1. Truth without relationships leads to rejection
2.- Rules without relationships leads to rebellion
3.- Discipline without relationships leads to anger

Many parents are morally afraid of losing their 
children. There are many outside influences that 
can lead them far from Christ. The number one 
– pornography. Pornography is destroying more 
people, marriages and families today than any 
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other influence. Parents ask themselves: 
Is there anything that can trump 
outside influences??  YES – a loving, 
intimate relationship with …their 
daddy!  And no, intimate does not mean 
sexual. Kids need loving relationships 
with both parents, but those with their 
daddy is most important.

Human beings are biologically 
hardwired to connect. To impart 
one’s values or truth to an individual 
they must develop loving, intimate 
relationships and model the very truth 
they wish to impart.

Philippians 3:17 “Dear brothers and 
sisters, pattern your lives after mine, 
and learn from those who follow our 
example.”

Pass your values on. Columbia 
University did a study to see if there 
were differences in how children were 
raised. They determined a child raised 
in a single parent home with just the 
mom there is 30% likelihood they will 
use alcohol, drugs and become violent. 
Those raised in a two parent home but 
parents are in a poor relationship, there 
is 68% likelihood of alcohol and drug 
use, and possibility of becoming violent.  
However, children raised in a two parent 
home in a strong, loving relationship 
there is only a 6% likelihood of alcohol, 

drug use or violence.
Josh stated that his heart goes out to 

single moms, and wives whose husband 
is deployed. He said that most single 
moms are doing a better job than 
they think. And, that what is true of 
most children raised by a single mom 
– rarely is one that would not say that 
they KNOW their mom loves them.

In a John’s Hopkins study 1377 
med students were evaluated over 30-
year period to determine if there was 
a common cause for five diseases/
conditions – with the last being suicide. 
The only one was the lack of closeness 
to parents, especially the father. It was 
determined that it was due to something 
we all have – stress and conflict. In 
a good home with loving, intimate 
relationships a child will grow to better 
handle any stress that comes their way. 
But, he is here to say that regardless of 
our childhood, our past, we can ALL 
overcome through our faith in Christ.

Just as it is important to have our 
earthly daddy in our lives, it is even 
more so important to have a strong, 
loving, intimate relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. He is Father to the 
fatherless – Father to all.

Josh closed by telling about his 
three books he especially suggested for 
parents: 10 Ways to say “I Love You”, 
10 Commitments for Dads, and How 
to be a Hero to Your Kids.

By Debbie McDaniel

8.  “But now, this is what the 
Lord says…Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned 
you by name; you are mine.” Isa-
iah 43:1

9.  “An anxious heart weighs a man 
down, but a kind word cheers him 
up.” Proverbs 12:25

10. “Even though I walk 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort 
me.” Psalm 23:4

11. “Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not 
be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wher-
ever you go.” Joshua 1:9

12. “Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.” Matthew 6:34

13. “Humble yourselves, then, un-
der God’s mighty hand, so that he 
will lift you up in his own good 
time.  Leave all your worries with 
him, because he cares for you.” 1 
Peter 5:6-7

14. “Tell everyone who is discour-
aged, Be strong and don’t be afraid! 
God is coming to your rescue…” 
Isaiah 35:4

15. “Do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat; or about your 
body, what you will wear.  Life 
is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes.  Consider the 

ravens: They do not sow or reap, 
they have no storeroom or barn; 
yet God feeds them. And how 
much more valuable you are than 
birds!  Who of you by worrying can 
add a single hour to his life?  Since 
you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest?” 
Luke 12:22-26

16. “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation—whom shall I fear?  The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalm 
27:1

17. “Cast your cares on the Lord 
and he will sustain you; he will 
never let the righteous fall.” Psalm 
55:22

18. “Immediately he spoke to them 

and said, ‘Take courage! It is I. 
Don’t be afraid.’” Mark 6:50

19. “Be strong and courageous.  Do 
not be afraid or terrified because of 
them, for the Lord your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 
31:6

20. “‘For I am the Lord, your 
God, who takes hold of your 
right hand and says to you, Do 
not fear; I will help you.  Do 
not be afraid, for I myself will 
help you,’ declares the Lord, 
your Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel.” Isaiah 41:13-14

21. “God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help 
in trouble.” Psalm 46:1

22. “The Lord is with me; I will 
not be afraid.  What can man 

do to me?  The Lord is with me; he 
is my helper.” Psalm 118:6-7

23. “Fear of man will prove to be 
a snare, but whoever trusts in the 
Lord is kept safe.” Proverbs 29:25

24. “He got up, rebuked the wind 
and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be 
still!” Then the wind died down 
and it was completely calm.  He 
said to his disciples, “Why are 
you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith?” Mark 4:39-40

Originally posted on Crosswalk.com.  
Used by permission of Crosswalk.com.

Editor’s Note: This is the second of a 
three-part series.
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
i am a new Christian and 

recently stumbled across 
Deuteronomy 23:2 which states, 
“if a person is illegitimate 
by birth, neither he nor his 
descendants for ten generations 
may be admitted to the assembly 
of the lord.” i am deeply 
saddened as i am illegitimate as 
is my first child. Does this verse 
mean i nor my descendants 
should be allowed in church or in 
the kingdom of Heaven, or both? 
i was told once i accepted Jesus 
my sins were forgiven but if that 
is true why should i and future 
descendants not be welcome? 
and why should a child be 
condemned for something they 
had no control over? 

Answers:
Please understand in the Old 

Testament man lived by the law and 
in the New Testament Jesus brought 
grace and with it forgiveness.  In the 
Old Testament if a woman was taken in 
adultery she was stoned.  The woman 
at the well in John chapter four was 
not condemned by Jesus but returned 
and shared that Jesus was the Messiah.  
The woman taken in adultery in John 
chapter eight was not condemned by 
Jesus but was told to go and sin no more.  
Jesus forgives any sin that men commit 
and all He asks is that we change from 
sin and follow Him as Lord and Savior.  
Please know that God will accept both 
you and your child as you ask forgiveness 
and commit your life to Him.  All sin 
separates us from God and there are no 
big or little sins where Jesus is concerned.  
He forgives murderers and those who 
gossip.  He has forgiven you is you have 
asked Him to.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, il)

First, it is important to be involved 
with a congregation. A pastor or mature 
Believer discipling you can answer 
questions and assure you of who you are 
in Christ. Second, Deuteronomy 23:2 
addresses specific restrictions within 
the Old Covenant assembly and should 
not be equated with attending church, 
entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nor your salvation. Third, we are all 
spiritually “illegitimate” children by 
natural birth in this world. We become 
adopted children of God through faith 
in Jesus Who is the Father’s unique 
and eternal Son. Jesus is the first born 
legitimate big brother for us. In Jesus, 
we are heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ (Romans 8:17).  This is 
the Good News that frees us from our 
condemnation under the Law. This is 
why we must never think we can earn 
our way into God’s Assembly by our 
works. We are accepted by God as His 
children in Jesus, alone.  

Pastor Marc Wilson 
st. Patrick’s Church 

(las Cruces, NM)

Not to worry. Deuteronomy is 
referencing the Jewish Tabernacle 
and what would be the future Temple 
under the Old Covenant. Romans 
8:1-3 assures us that there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, iN)

Fear not.  As the Apostle Paul would 
say (through the direction on the Holy 
Spirit) “Moreover the law entered, 
that the offence might abound. But 
where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound:” (Romans 5:20).  If 
you have made a profession of faith 
in Jesus the Christ, you fall under the 
grace of God rather than the law of 
man.  The Church should not shut 
anyone out that desires to know God 
better or to hear the word of God.  
There is much more to say on this 
matter.  I would encourage you to 
please find you a Church that will 
guide you as you continue your walk 
with Christ.  Word of caution, make 
sure the church is going to speak 
the truth of God and the will of the 
church.  Blessings to you.  

Mark a. Rawlins, Director
El Paso international school of Faith

(El Paso, TX)

17“Now if some of the branches 
have been broken off, and you, a wild 
olive branch, have been grafted in 
their place to share the rich root of 
the olive tree,” 18 “do not boast about 
being better than the other branches. 
If you boast, remember that you do 
not support the root, but the root 
supports you.”

The scripture in Deuteronomy 
talks about the high standards God 

set for the Israilite’s.  There are may 
others in the Old Testament and 
they are important. The verse above 
in Roman’s talks about how we are 
grafted in by Jesus’s sacrifice. God 
loves you and you are welcome in any 
church that worships Him.
associate Pastor Rick Roberson

The Branch Church
(Chaparral, NM)

The key to understanding a verse 
like this is to recognize the context.  
Deuteronomy is a record of Moses’ 
final address to the Israelites prior 
to their entering the land of Canaan 
to possess it.  Moses reminds them 
of all the laws God had given back 
on Mt. Sinai along with the 10 
Commandments.  These included 
instructions for the tabernacle (which 
preceded the permanent temple 
built centuries later under Solomon).  
Initially, only pure Israelites could 
enter the tabernacle for worship.  As 
they were about to enter Canaan, strict 
commands were given to prohibit 
intermarriage with the people they 
would dispossess, not because God 
is racially biased, but because their 
idolatry and pagan worship would 
draw the Hebrews away from God.  
The term “illegitimate” here carries 
the sense of one born of a forbidden 
marriage with a non-Israelite rather 
than one born out of wedlock as we 

think of it today.  Because God is 
holy, and the tabernacle represented 
God dwelling in the middle of His 
people, the Hebrews needed to be 
holy and pure as part of God’s chosen 
nation.  You are absolutely correct 
in understanding that trust in Jesus 
cleanses from all sin.  Please know 
you are loved and accepted by God.  
Hebrews 4:14-16 tells us, “Since then 
we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession.   For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin.   Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.”  
Because of who you are in Christ, you 
no longer need to be worried about 
being excluded from God because of 
past sin or circumstances. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Thank you for a question that is 
obviously personal and important to 
you. In a nutshell, the Old Testament 
does not apply today. Space does not 
permit printing the scriptures, please 
look them up and read them.  Jesus 
fulfilled the old covenant (Mt 5:17-18) 

and thereby removed it as authority 
over Israel (Col 2:14).  Jesus lived and 
died under the Covenant through 
Moses.  On His resurrection and 
the preaching of the Gospel in Acts 
2, Jesus became the law giver for all 
mankind, not just the children of 
Abraham (Heb 2:8-10; 3:3).  

Worship and service to YHWH is 
now through Jesus and His teachings 
( Jo 14:6). The Bible is a continuous love 
story from beginning to end. The Law 
of Moses gave commands designed to 
show that God had kept His promise 
to bring a Savior to redeem the world 
(Gen 12:3).  It served as a tutor (Gal 
3:24-25, Rom 7:7) to prepare the way 
for the Messiah (Mk 1:2-3).

Today, disciples serve under the 
New Covenant, but continue to read 
the Old to learn the examples of faith 
and obedience by our forefathers in 
faith (Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11-12). We 
do not go to an earthly temple or 
worship through a priest. Jesus is the 
only High Priest (Heb 3:1; 4:14-15; 
5:9-10; 7:12, 24) and every disciple 
is a priest (1 Pet 2:5, 9).  There is no 
animal sacrifice, Jesus gave Himself 
as an offering for all the sins of all 
mankind in every age (Heb 9:25-28).  
John 8:11
Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist

Eastwood church of Christ
(El Paso, TX)




