
For the Days You Feel Defeated:
Hope from Gideon’s Story

By Debbie McDaniel
 
Some days can seem hurried, pressured, 

and tense. We know God’s truth, we believe 
His goodness, and yet we still find ourselves 
struggling, minds racing, before our feet even 
touch the floor in the morning.

Our focus gets blurred. We start listening 
to the lies of other voices that do more harm 
than good. The constant media headlines 
tell us how dark and broken our world is. 
Images and reminders all around us shout 
that we’re “not enough.” The enemy’s great 
at heaping on guilt, condemnation, and fear. 
The problems we face seem more like giants 
of impossibility than anything good that God 
can ever bring from it.

The truth is, some days, we don’t feel like 
much of a strong warrior for God’s purposes. 
We just feel really weak. Afraid. Alone. 
Defeated.

But often, out of His goodness and grace, 
when we find ourselves right smack in the 
middle of huge feelings of defeat, God shows 
up strong.

“When the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, 
mighty warrior.” Judges 6:12

Gideon certainly had no reason to feel 
strong, mighty, or anything like a warrior 
at that moment. He and his people were 
facing great suffering and defeat at the hand 
of the enemy. He doubted God was even 
with him. In fact, when the angel showed 
up, he was threshing his wheat in the pit of 
a winepress, not up on a hilltop where this 
was usually done. He was fearful and trying 
to keep hidden from view of the enemy who’d 
been raiding their land. Gideon questioned, 
“If God was with us, then why did this 
happen?”

Sounds familiar...
Ever been there?
If God is really here, then why?
If God is really good, then when?
If God really cares, then how?
I love how God is so gracious, patient, 

loving, and kind - even with the questions, 
even after His people had turned their 
backs on Him. God still sends an angel to 
encourage, to strengthen, to remind Gideon 
and all of the Israelites that He is surely with 
them.

And yet even while staring straight into 
a heavenly messenger, Gideon continues to 
persist in defeated thoughts. He still questions, 
“But I am the weakest, I am the least...how 
can God save Israel?”

“And the Lord answered, ‘I will be with 

you...’” Judges 6:16
Five powerful 

words. That can see us 
through anything we 
face in this life.

“I will be with you.”
God’s Presence 

is real. He gives us 
strength for every day. 
The battle can be 
intense.  And some days 
especially, the enemy seems really strong, and 
we feel really weary. We can find ourselves 
wrestling again with the same defeated 
thoughts that we thought we’d finally laid to 
rest just the night before. Disappointments 
come. We struggle with feeling like we haven’t 
measured up, we listen to the lies that we are 
“less than...”

But God still answers us. Just like He did 
for Gideon.

He sees “mighty” when we see “weak.”
He sees victory when we see defeat.
He gives hope, when we’re filled with 

disappointment.
He’s still with us, no matter how we might 

feel, or what struggles flood our thoughts. He 
is filling us with the power and grace of His 

Spirit, just enough 
for the day.

For this day.
A reminder 

for your heart, in 
whatever you might 
be facing,

“The Lord is 
with you...mighty 
warrior.”

Grace.

7 Verses of Strength:
“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.” 2 Cor. 12:9

“But the Lord is with me like a mighty 
warrior...” Jer. 20:11

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.” Is. 41:10

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.” Josh. 1:9

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Ps. 
27:1

“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear 
or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your 
God who goes with you. He will not leave 
you or forsake you.” Deut. 31:6

“The Lord your God is with you, the 
Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take 
great delight in you; in his love he will no 
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you 
with singing.” Zeph. 3:17

Debbie McDaniel is a writer, pastor’s 
wife, mom to three amazing kids (and a lot 
of pets). Join her each morning on Fresh 
Day Ahead’s facebook page,http://www.
facebook.com/DebbieWebbMcDaniel, for 
daily encouragement in living strong, hope-
filled lives. Find her also at http://www.
debbiemcdaniel.com and http://twitter.com/
debbmcdaniel.

Originally appeared on Crosswalk.com. 
Used by permission of Crosswalk.com. She 
was telling me a story about the last time she 
saw my grandfather alive. She told me about 
feeling the coldness of his feet as she changed 
his socks in his hospital bed, about how his 
eyes were focused on her, though he couldn’t 
speak. She talked about how, when the nurses 
told her she had to leave, she kissed him, told 
him she loved him, and that she could feel 
him watching her as she left the room, for the 
last time.

I knew she had lost my grandfather. I know 
that people die. I know “Husbands love your 
wives” (Ephesians 5). But that story awakened 
something in me. It prompted me to hold my 
wife with a special tenderness when I walked 
in the door. I had imagined what it would be 
like to say goodbye to her in that way, and, 
suddenly, all the daily pressures of kids and 
bills and house repairs and travel just seemed 
to fit in a bigger context. Fiction often does 
the same thing. When I read Tolstoy’s 
Death of Ivan Illych, I gain an imaginative 
sympathy with something I might avoid in 
the busyness of life: what it’s actually like to 
die. When I read Wendell Berry’s stories of 
Henry County, Kentucky, I can gain insight 
on what it would be like to face losing a family 
farm in the Great Depression. This fiction 
gives a richer, bigger vision of human life.

If you want to become more well-versed 
in Christian ethics, start with these three 
things.

Originally appeared on Crosswalk.
com. Used by permission of Crosswalk.
com
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VOICELESS

“A gripping story, infused with 
heart and soul, VOICELESS 
illustrates why one courageous 
individual risked everything to 
speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves...and the 
profound ripple effect that each 
of can have while answering that 
call.  Watch this emotionally 
compelling story, and then share 
VOICELESS with friends, 
family, and fellow believers.”

- David Bereit, CEO 40 days 
for Life

VOICELESS is a powerful, 
realistic and excellent movie 
that provides the answer to 
end abortion in America. It 
is a MUST SEE for every 
Christ follower, and we have an 
awesome opportunity to bring it 
to El Paso this Fall. In order to do 
so we need to sell 250 tickets for 
an evening showing on October 
6th. We hope to raise the money 
needed for these tickets before we 
sign a contract so that we know 
we can meet our goal. It will cost 
$2,500 to purchase all 250 tickets. 
If the movie does well on opening 
night the movie will continue to 

run, and more people will be able 
to see it and take action against 
the holocaust of the unborn. 
Our desire is that the voiceless 
will have a voice through this 
movie. If you’d like to purchase 
a ticket, please visit our website 
and under the note section in the 
donation link put “movie tickets” 
and include the number of tickets 
you would like to purchase. We 
are selling the tickets for $10 
each. If you are able to purchase 
more tickets than you will use we 
would deeply appreciate it. Please 
understand that if we cannot sell 
all 250 tickets we will not be able 
to bring this life changing movie 
to El Paso, and we will use your 
contribution in our general fund 
to save lives here at our Center.  

Our website is:  www.
pregnancyhcep.org  (this is the 
website you will use to purchase 
your ticket - under the donate 
link). Don’t forget to include 
a note when you make your 
contribution letting us know it is 
for movie tickets, and the number 
of tickets you’d like to purchase. 
If you’d like to help to underwrite 

this effort, please include a note 
stating that as well. I will send 
out an e-mail after we have met 
our goal letting you know where 
and when you can pick up your 
tickets.   

Here is a link to the official 
movie trailer for Voiceless:  
ht t ps ://w w w.yout ube.com/
watch?v=x9MapTFqUCU

The website for Voiceless is: 
voicelessthemovie.com  

If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
Angel at:  4lifeangelw@gmail.
com   

We are praying that God 
will use this film to confront the 
culture, especially in the pro-life 
realm. This may be the catalyst 
God uses to move from faith to 
footsteps. Please help to make 
that happen!  

It is people like YOU are 
that are going to help put an 
end to abortion. Thank you 
for your prayers, support, and 
encouragement! God bless you.

Submitted by Angel 
Wicker, Executive Director, 
Pregnancy Help Center.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ( June 
11) to my son-in-law, Andrew Foix 
and ( June 12) to my daughter, 
Jenna Foix!  Hope you both enjoy 
your days, wish I could be there 
to share and celebrate them with 
you!  But … you will be here in 
less than a month, so will see you 
soon!

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to 
all the Dad’s reading. This will 
hit you early, but there won’t be 
another issue prior. I pray you will 
be able to spend at least part of the 
day with your children, celebrating 
and sharing memories. I would 
LOVE to be able to spend the day 
with my Daddy. He’s been gone 
50 years; I have missed out on so 
much. People are so wrong when 
they say you get over the loss of 
a loved one. While it is true that 
the grief and pain doesn’t hurt as 
much after all these years – it is 
still there, daily. There is always 
an ache and longing to have that 
person to share life with. So, love 
on your daddy and enjoy all the 
time you can with him. To mine 
– I love and miss you Daddy, 
every day, but I know that You 
are safe in the presence of Jesus 
and experiencing better than life 
on earth.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for all You have 

done and continue to do for us. 
We are not worthy, yet You pour 
blessings on us.

I lift up all the Fathers, Lord 
and ask that You pour blessings 
on them. May they be the strong, 

loving, guiding hand in their 
children’s while they are young – 
and role model men of God – to 
them when they are adults. Help 
them to raise their children up 
to love You and desire to serve 
You. Help them to be the head 
of their households, and to love 
their families second only to You, 
Lord.

Bless all those who read these 
pages, and those who financially 
support this ministry. Bless their 
families, relationships, health and 
finances. Those with businesses 
I ask that You cause them to 
prosper, and that they will know 
this is blessing from You for their 
support of this ministry. I pray 
the readers will feel led to utilize 
the businesses who are gracious 
enough to support this paper – 
whenever it is possible. 

I lift up The Messenger Father, 
I ask that You guide me to new 
and past clients that are willing 
and able to financially support 
Your Work through this paper 
via their advertising dollars.

Father I lift up all those who 
have not yet accepted You, but 
who are regular readers of this 
paper. Lord I ask that You speak 
to them and give them a special 
touch as they read and that they 
will be drawn to You, seek You, 
and begin their relationship and 
walk with You, even the day they 
read this!

Thank You Lord for allowing 
me to be a part of Your work, 
to play even a small part in 
furthering Your Kingdom.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Jesse Dean (Rusty Joiner) and Julia Dean (Jocelyn Cruz) watch as their community stands up against a local 
abortion clinic in the new movie VOICELESS (2016).
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
It is said that the Trinity 

has always existed. God is 
three in one: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. And said God 
created everything. How 
can Jesus be the one referred 
to as the Son if God created 
everything when everything 
was already created when 
Jesus was born in the New 
Testament?  Or was it only 
Father and Holy Spirit when 
they created all things, and 
then Jesus became part of 
the Trinity as the Son after 
the Resurrection?

Answers:
Christians do believe in an 

eternal triune God:  Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  Three persons, 
but one in nature and unity.  
Your question does not preclude 
the original, eternal existence 
of one God in three persons.  It 
sounds like your difficulty here is 
in the nature of the incarnation.  
Jesus existed always as the Son of 
God.  It was in approximately 6 

B. C. that He took on the form 
of a man in human birth (as we 
reckon time).  But He pre-existed 
with God the Father and God 
the Spirit prior to His birth as a 
human.  And therefore He was 
most certainly involved in the 
creation of all things from the 
very beginning.  You can actually 
read this in the Bible at John 
1:3, and see a related passage 
in Colossians 1:15-17.  Paul uses 
the phrase “. . . the first born of 
all creation” (Col. 1:15).  This 
accounts for His human birth 
as the Son of God who alone 
bears the image of the living 
God.  To believe that Jesus was 
Himself created by God would 
be something akin to the ancient 
Christian heresy of adoptionism. 

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

The Son is pre-existent with 
the Father and the Spirit. This is 
what gives Christ His uniqueness. 
John 1:1-14; Colossians 1:15-17. 
The Son is God in the flesh. Jesus 
was God in human form. Rather 
than beginning as a Child, Christ 
(the Son) has always existed. 
Hebrews 1:1-4

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

It is a tremendous challenge 
to understand the Divine.  How 
can the finite mind of mankind 

understand that which is infinite, 
divine, spiritual and eternal?  
Jesus repeatedly said, “The 
kingdom of heaven is ‘LIKE.’” 
This is because man does not have 
the experience or vocabulary 
to understand.  Imagine, you 
could communicate with an 
unborn child, how you would 
describe what it is like to live in 
the world outside the womb?  It 
would be impossible, the unborn 
child does not have the ability to 
comprehend what it has never 
seen or experienced?  

The Word, Jesus, was not 
only present at the creation, 
Jesus was the creator. ( John 1: 3) 
The Godhead or Divine Nature 
is explained as best as we are 
capable of understanding it in this 
life. (Matt 28:19; Acts 17:29; Rom 
1:20; 2 Cor 13:14; Col 2:9)  The 
relationship of the three entitys is 
so close that they are as one.  

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

God has always existed as one 
God in three persons:  God the 
Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit.  Jesus existed 
in a spiritual form before ever 
being born as a human through 
Mary.  This is seen throughout 
the Bible.  Let me give just a 
few examples.  John 1 tells us 
that Jesus – whom John refers 
to as the Word – existed from 
the very beginning and was in 
fact God ( John 1:1).  Yet in John 

1:14 he writes, “And the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”  
This same Word who was God 
also was born as a human being.  
Philippians 2:5-11 is a beautiful 
passage where Paul emphasizes 
that Jesus existed in heaven 
before becoming a human man.  
In verses 6-8 he says that Jesus 
was willing to set aside equality 
with God the Father and “empty 
Himself” and become a human 
being in order to carry out the 
divine plan of the Father.  One 
more example:  In Colossians 1 
we read about Jesus where it says, 
“He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation.  
For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and 
on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities — all things 
have been created through Him 
and for Him.  He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold 
together” (Colossians 1:15-17).  
Please don’t let the phrase “the 
firstborn of all creation” confuse 
you.  It is not saying that Jesus was 
born first.  The word “firstborn” 
is actually a title of status, placing 
Jesus above all creation, because 
the next verse (16) goes on to say 
He created everything, both in 
heaven and on earth. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(EL Paso, TX)

At The 
Father’s Feet

Biblical Beliefs
Only One God [1]

                           
Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ,
One false thought that is put 

forth by various religions is that we 
all serve the same god, a thought 
that goes against that revealed in 
Holy Scripture. The Bible states 
very clearly that “you shall have 
no other gods before me;” [2] 
therefore, any god that does not fit 
exactly the description of the Bibli-
cal God should not be worshipped 
or served. The belief that there is 
only one God is called Monothe-
ism, and it indicates that the God 
of the Bible is the only true God.  
Scripture also tells us that, “Before 
Me no god was formed, nor shall 
there be any after Me.” [3] We 
are to believe and understand that 
God lives and is one.

Do not believe in or worship 
gods that are not that of God’s 
Holy Word!

“Hear, O Israel:  The LORD 
our God is one LORD.”   (Deuter-
onomy 6:4)                  

[1] Based on article by Got-
questions.org

[2] Exodus 20:3
[3] Isaiah 43:10

Biblical Beliefs
The Holy Trinity [1]

There is a sound Biblical belief 
that is not represented by a single 
verse or passage; in fact, the word 
that represents the belief is not even 
in the Bible. When the concept of 
a “three-in-one God is espoused, 
those who do not believe in the 
Holy Trinity use the above “facts” 
to “prove” it is not true; however, 
there are verses and passages that 
do point to God consisting of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spir-
it. Looking at the totality of Scrip-
ture we see all three Persons of the 
triune God, but they never are 
called the Trinity. New Christians 
are to be baptized in the name of 
all three, and all three are involved 
in spiritual gifts. There is ample 
evidence in Scripture to believe in 
the triune, three-in-one God, the 
Holy Trinity.

If you have had doubts or not 
believed in the Holy Trinity, read 
and examine for yourself Scripture 
that clearly points to the three-in-
one God!

“Now there are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit.  And 
there are differences of adminis-
trations, but the same Lord.  And 
there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which wor-
keth all in all.”   (I Corinthians 1
2:4-6)                                  

[1] Based on article by Got-
questions.org

May God Richly Bless You To-
day!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Capi-
talization of pronouns for God 
added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event as 
The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings 
online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Saturdays

Guitar Lessons for Beginners – 
The Branch Church, 313 Paseo 
Real, Chapparal, NM, Tuesdays 
& Thursdays 4:00 pm; Saturdays 
10:00 am. Classes are free, and for 
beginners only. For more info call 
Pastor Rick Roberson (575) 824-
7792.

First and Third Thursday of each 
Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Meeting and Program. Program to 
be announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-7977 

Happy Birthday
Andrew 

Foix
June 11

Jenna 
Foix

June 12

Love,
Mom

or epnequilters@gmail.com.

First Saturday of each Month

Christian Singles Bible Study – 
Christian Singles ages 30 to 65 from 
across El Paso meet at 6:30 pm 
for Potluck meal, Bible study and 
fellowship. No child care available. 
The group also gets together for 
other social events as they arise. For 
more info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Sunday, June 19th – Thursday, 
June 23rd

VBS “Cave Quest” – St. Luke United 
Methodist Church, 9915 Montwood 
Dr., El Paso, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. For 
more info call (915) 591-8126.

Monday, June 20th – Friday, June 24th

VBS “Creation Statement” - 
Sun Valley Baptist Church, 9901 
McCombs, El Paso, 9:00 am - 12:00 
pm. All guests are welcome.  For 

more info call (915) 755-7232.

VBS “Submerged” – First Baptist 
Church, 805 Montana Ave., El Paso, 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm. For more info 
call (915) 533-1465.

Saturday, June 25th

Big Yard Sale – St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church, 2155 
Wedgewood Dr., El Paso, 8:00 am – 
12:00 pm. For more info call (915) 
598-7577.

Monday, June 27th – Friday, July 1st

VBS “Ocean Commotion” – 
Calvary Chapel of El Paso, 1771 N. 
Zaragosa, El Paso, 8:30 am – 12:30 
pm. Ages 4 -12. Daily registration 
8:30 am – 9:00 am. For more info 
call (915) 855-4565.

Saturday, July 9th

Your Story His Glory: Your 
Testimony in Writing – Calvary 

Chapel Mission Valley, 8069 
Alameda Avenue, El Paso, 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm. Do you want to get 
your testimony on paper but afraid 
you’re not a writer? This seminar is 
for you. We will provide the tools 
and motivation to get started. 
Whether you want to write a short 
story or full manuscript this event, 
sponsored by the El Paso Christian 
Writers, will be a benefit. For more 
info call (915) 261-9051.

Friday, July 29th – Saturday, July 30th
Salted with Fire: A Play in Two 
Acts – Vista Hills Church, 2301 
Lee Trevino Dr., El Paso, 6:30 pm 
– 9:30 pm. This full length play set 
in the 1890s is presented by the 
Vista Hills Theatre Troupe. It tells 
the story of a small town, changed 
forever by a secret discovered 
in the woods. “There is nothing 
hidden that will not be disclosed.” 
Luke 8:17. For more info call (915) 
490-3869.




