
3 Steps to Develop a Solid Christian Ethic
By Russell Moore

 
Not long ago I got an email from a 

Christian man who asked me, “What 
can I do to become knowledgeable in 
Christian ethics?” Obviously, I think 
that’s a good question. Ethics is not, after 
all, something that only academic types 
or pastors have to think about. Every 
Christian has a mandate to be able to 
articulate the truth of the gospel and to 
apply it in every season of life.

Here are the three most important 
things you can do to develop a solid 
Christian ethic:

1) Know the Bible.

Knowing the Bible goes beyond being 
able to recite individual verses. There 
are a lot of Christians who know specific 
proof texts, but they don’t know how 
to understand the whole fabric of the 
Scriptures. They’re unable to inhabit 
the world of the Bible and see how it 
applies to ethical and moral issues in 
their life, especially those that feel new 
and difficult.

We live in a time when, because of 
everything from technology to cultural 

c h a n g e , 
there are 
all sorts 
of ethical 
issues that 
we haven’t 
had to think 
about before. 
But we 
know, as the 
S c r ip t u r e s 
tell us, that 
there is 
nothing new 
under the 
sun, just new 
applications 
of old 
principles.

F o r 
instance, one 
question that 
I get a lot 
from parents 
is: What do 
I do about a 
smartphone 
for my pre-
teen or young teenage son or daughter? 
That’s the sort of question that, if you had 

described twenty 
years ago what 
a smartphone 
is and what it 
does, would 
have sounded 
like science 
fiction. And we 
can speculate 
about the sorts 
of questions 
that people are 
going to have 
to address in 
the church in 
the next twenty 
years, questions 
like “What 
about artificial 
i n t e l l i g enc e ,” 
or, “How do 
we think about 
that child in 
Vacation Bible 
School who was 
cloned?” Those 
are questions 
that may seem 

outlandish to us right now, but they are 
really dealing with very old, ancient 

issues being brought to the forefront in a 
new way.

2) Know People

Developing a Christian ethic means 
understanding human nature. And that 
means listening and developing empathy 
for people, especially people who are in a 
different situation than you.

One of the things that I miss the most 
since I transitioned out of full time pastoral 
ministry is counseling. When I was serving 
as a pastor, people would come to me 
every day in crisis situations. Counseling 
them through these circumstances helped 
me to understand and to develop empathy 
for people in situations that I just don’t 
have to face—people who have different 
points of vulnerability or different points 
of suffering than the ones I have.

I may not have experienced what a 
widower who is lonely after the death of 
his wife is experiencing, but in talking 
to him and ministering to him, I can 
enter into his life and develop empathy 
for others whose loved ones have gone. 
When I am helping someone addicted to 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY on the 
26th to my sister, Terri Durham, in 
Rantoul, IL. Hope it’s a great day 
for you, wish I could be there. But, 
at least I will be seeing you fairly 
soon!

I am SO excited! The end 
of June my Mom, sister Terri, 
brother Max and wife Beth are 
all coming from Illinois for a visit! 
I haven’t seen them in about four 
years, since the last time I went to 
Illinois. Except Terri flew out here 
about three years ago. Days prior 
to them all flying in, my daughter, 
Jenna and family are coming in 
from the Houston area. My son, 
Shawne and family lives here and 
he is actually going to have some 
time off during their time here. So 
– this will be a wonderful time of 
a mini family reunion. Please join 
me in praying for safe travels for 
everyone, and a wonderful time of 
reunion for us all.

Prayer Requests:

Javier (El Paso) Has been bat-
tling cancer and will undergo sur-
gery soon.

Lois (El Paso) In early stages of 
Parkinson’s.

The Election and the candi-
dates

The Messenger

Precious Heavenly Father –

Thank You Lord for who You 
are for every one of us. Thank 
You for all You do, and how You 
provide for and care for us. Thank 
You for always being there for us 
24/7 day in and day out that we 
can come to You and know that 

You are willing and available to 
listen.

Father I lift up Javier and ask 
that You comfort him as he pre-
pares for this surgery. Be with the 
doctors, nurses, surgeons and all 
who will work with him. Guide 
them and give them wisdom as 
they go through this surgery and 
following treatment and help them 
to make the best decisions possible 
for his care. May this surgery be 
just what is needed to finally rid 
him of all cancer.

I lift up Lois as she endures 
this stage of life dealing with this 
condition. Be with all the doctors 
that work with her and help them 
to find the best treatment possible 
to help her live as normal of life 
as possible. I lift up her family as 
they all embark on this time of 
caring for her.

I continue to lift up the young 
mom of three who has Sclero-
derma. Last I heard the meds and 
treatment plan of Mayo Clinic 
was beginning to help her. Father 
please continue to work in this sit-
uation and bring about full resto-
ration and function of her organs.

Father I ask in all these medi-
cal issues that You bring them all 
peace, comfort them and their 
loved ones as they go through 
all that comes with each of these 
medical conditions. Give them 
all the ability to place it in Your 
hands, and to trust in You to do 
what is best for each of them. Most 
importantly, to then give You all 
the glory for all You have done 
and will do for them.

Father I lift up the election. 
Help us Lord, all who vote to 
make wise, informed decisions. I 
lift up the candidates and ask that 
they listen for Your voice and heed 
Your call. Seems most people are 
not happy with any of the possibil-
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gambling or prescription drugs, 
even though those aren’t my 
specific areas of temptation, I 
can no longer caricature those 
struggles because I’m looking 
for how this person can find 
healing.

Getting this close to people 
can also help us see what’s at stake 
in our own lives. I remember 
talking one time with a married 
couple where the husband was 
having an extramarital affair. He 
was sitting across from me as he 
listed all these reasons why what 
he was doing wasn’t wrong after 
all. But right next to him, they 
had a little six week-old baby in 
a car seat on the floor. All I kept 
thinking was, “Do you not see 
what your sin is doing? Do you 
not see what it’s costing you?” 
Later I found myself thinking 
about those areas in my own 
life that I don’t see—those blind 
spots that those around me can 
point out but that I can’t see.

3) Know Great Stories

Reading good literature, 
especially fiction, is more 

important than keeping up with 
current events. That’s not to say 
that it’s unimportant to keep up 
with current events, but reading 
good fiction can help you to 
get inside the minds of people 
different from you in a way that 
is more significant than simply 
knowing what this or that group 
of talking heads are saying.

Fiction can sometimes, like 
Nathan the prophet’s story of 
the ewe lamb, awaken parts of 
us that we have calloused over, 
due to ignorance or laziness or 
inattention or sin. One night, 
in the car on my way home, 
I was talking by telephone 
to my eighty-six-year-old 
grandmother. She was telling 
me a story about the last time 
she saw my grandfather alive. 
She told me about feeling 
the coldness of his feet as 
she changed his socks in his 
hospital bed, about how his eyes 
were focused on her, though he 
couldn’t speak. She talked about 
how, when the nurses told her 
she had to leave, she kissed him, 
told him she loved him, and that 
she could feel him watching her 
as she left the room, for the last 
time.

I knew she had lost my 

grandfather. I know that people 
die. I know “Husbands love your 
wives” (Ephesians 5). But that 
story awakened something in 
me. It prompted me to hold my 
wife with a special tenderness 
when I walked in the door. I 
had imagined what it would 
be like to say goodbye to her in 
that way, and, suddenly, all the 
daily pressures of kids and bills 
and house repairs and travel 
just seemed to fit in a bigger 
context. Fiction often does 
the same thing. When I read 
Tolstoy’s Death of Ivan Illych, 
I gain an imaginative sympathy 
with something I might avoid 
in the busyness of life: what 
it’s actually like to die. When I 
read Wendell Berry’s stories of 
Henry County, Kentucky, I can 
gain insight on what it would be 
like to face losing a family farm 
in the Great Depression. This 
fiction gives a richer, bigger 
vision of human life.

If you want to become more 
well-versed in Christian ethics, 
start with these three things.

Originally appeared on 
Crosswalk.com. Used by 
permission of Crosswalk.
com

TO KNOW GOD
By Jeffrey Pollock

To walk in His steps and follow His pattern, 
To speak His words and love with passion.
To fall at His feet and stand up to each test, 
To strengthen the weak and know true rest.

To lay life down and leave it all in His hands,
To rise each morning with prayer on my lips.

To believe with all your heart, and all your mind, 
and all your soul: To know God is to love Him!!!

“That I may know Him.”
-- Philippians 3:10
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3 Steps

ities we have left to choose from. 
We are concerned and worried 
for our country Lord – we feel the 
best country on earth. We know 
that You created it and that You 
love it more than we do. Help us 
Father to humble ourselves, and 
pray, and strive to get this country 
back to what it once was. We know 
that it is never too late for anyone 
to come to You and accept Your 
saving grace of Salvation. I pray 
that happens for each of those left 
in the race so that we can be as-
sured whoever wins the battle will 
lean on You to guide them in the 
way to lead this country back to 
honor and the great Nation it once 
was.

I ask protection of all our chil-
dren and women everywhere in 
light of this “Transgender bath-
room issue”.  So many things 
can go wrong with this. People 
shouldn’t have to live in fear over 

themselves or their children and 
their need to use the restroom. 
Father bring bold, godly men and 
women forward to fight this order 
every step of the way and to get 
it overturned so that there is no 
need for fear.

I lift up The Messenger Fa-
ther and ask that You lead me, 
guide me to what it is that You 
would have me do to help the fi-
nances come in to keep things go-
ing. Bring many new clients and 
past clients back to support the 
work to reach our communities 

for You. Bless all who participate 
and support it currently and have 
in the past. Bless all those who 
read it, speak to their hearts and 
draw them to a closer relation-
ship with Yourself. For those who 
don’t know You, but that read this 
on a regular basis, may they read 
something that penetrates their 
hearts this day and this be the day 
they finally come to You and be-
gin a relationship with You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



may 26, 2016 - june 8, 2016

Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
Does God have favorites 

(people)? I assumed God 
loves us all the same, we are 
all equal in his site from what 
I’ve been told. But at youth 
group last night a girl said 
her parents told her that God 
definitely has his favorites 
and that is why some people 
have so much hardship and 
problems in life, and others 
seem to skate through life 
with everything always going 
their way. If he does have 
favorites, how do you get to 
be one? My family seems to 
always have troubles and I 
sure would like to know how 
to get us on his good list. At 
my church they always say 
it is not about works - the 
things we do. So then how do 
some get to be favorites?

Answers:
God tells us we are not to 

show favoritism because He does 
not show favoritism. We are also 
not to compare ourselves with 
one another. Trials in the life 
of believers are a sign of God’s 
loving discipline and not of His 
displeasure. Read Hebrews 12 for 
more info.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

God does not have more 
favored people in the sense of your 
question.  We need to remember 
that Israel is God’s chosen nation 
and were favored in the sense 
that God worked specifically 
through that nation, and it was 
through Israel that Jesus the 
Messiah came into the world to 
complete God’s will in providing 
salvation for all who will receive 
Him.  The answer to why some 
seem to always prosper and others 
suffer is simply that we live in a 
world and society that has been 
devastatingly impacted by sin.  
Sometimes suffering comes as a 
direct consequence of our own 
sinful rebellion and choices, and 
sometimes because of the sinful 
decisions and choices of others.  
Please remember the promises of 
God to never leave us or forsake 
us, and to be with us in every 
experience of life – the good as well 
as the bad.  When we struggle the 
most is when our faith must be all 
the stronger in God, knowing that 
He sees from an eternal vantage 
we do not.  Sometimes God 
allows us to endure trials because 
He is using them to develop us 
into those through which He 
can work and use to assist others.  
Remember the promise of James 
4:8 – Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you.  Also, 
Hebrews 7:25 (speaking of Jesus) 
says, “Therefore He is able also to 
save forever those who draw near 
to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession 
for them.”

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

God’s favorites are those who 
believe and obey Him.  Among 
the body of believers, those of 

great faith were often given 
responsibilities to carry out for 
God: Noah, Abraham, Moses. 
Read Hebrews chapter eleven.  
God loves his children equally, 
but how we respond in life with 
faith, will give us opportunities to 
honor him.

Troubles are not an indication 
that one has lost favor with God.  
Troubles come to everyone, but we 
tend to focus on our own troubles 
and the blessings of others.  Your 
blessings and my troubles are not 
an indication that God loves one 
more than the other.  Ultimately, 
all troubles are rooted in sin. Sin 
that may have been by another 
person: i.e. drunk driver kills a 
loved one.

Jesus did not promise riches 
and ease. Read these scriptures: 
Mt 5:11; 5:44; 10:23; Lk21:12; Jo 
15:20; Rom 12:14.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

God is not a respecter of 
persons but He does honor those 
who honor His Son Jesus.  In 2 
Chronicles 19:7 it says “there is no 
iniquity with the Lord our God, 
no partiality nor taking of bribes.”  
People should understand that 
our relationship to the Lord 
determines the blessings we 
receive.  James 4:6 says “God 
resists the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.”  God tells us that 
when we turn away from sin and 
seek His face then He hears our 
prayers. Matthew 6:33 says, “seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness and all these 
things shall be added to you.”  
Historically God has worked 
through humble people because 
proud people find it hard to bend 
a knee to Him.  In short, God 
has no favorites but He does bless 

those who obey His Word.  He 
says in John 14:15 “If you love Me, 
keep my commandments.” When 
we do this, be assured He will love 
us and be with us.”

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

When it comes to individual 
believers, God does not have or 
play favorites, period!  God does 
have some persons who have 
more valuable spiritual gifts 
than other people (like the gift 
of prophecy/preaching).  See 1 
Corinthians 12-14 (3 chapters), 
and you will see God’s apostle 
urging people to “seek the greater 
gifts.”  That’s because some 
gifts can accomplish more for 
building up and strengthening 
the church.  As to “how to get on 
God’s good list,” you are already 
on it and have been since the day 
you first believed!  God has loved 
you from your conception.  It is 
a simple fact that life is hard for 
everybody.  To make your life 
easier, we Methodists would tell 
you, be disciplined and frequent 
in your use of the means of grace.  
They include 1.) works of piety 
(reading, meditating and studying 
the scriptures, prayer, fasting, 
regularly attending worship, 
healthy living, and sharing our 
faith with others) and 2.) works of 
mercy (doing good works, visiting 
the sick, visiting those in prison, 
feeding the hungry, and giving 
generously to the needs of others).  
If ever there was a formula for a 
more joyful life, this is it. 

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

At The 
Father’s Feet

Spiritual Fellowship
With Fellow Christians

                           
Good Day Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ,
Last week we saw how im-

portant it is for new Christians 
to share with fellow Chris-
tians as they grow spiritu-
ally.  While it is so important 
for new Christians to grow 
spiritually, it is just as impor-
tant for mature Christians 
to maintain and continue to 
grow spiritually; therefore, it 
is safe to say that all Chris-
tians should be fellowship-
ping with fellow Christians.  
We as Christians hear God’s 
Word preached and taught at 
least on a weekly basis, and 
hopefully we are reading and 
studying Scripture on a dai-
ly basis, so it should only be 
natural for us to have a desire 
to be around fellow Chris-
tians sharing with each other 
things of the Lord.

As a Christian, do you take 
time to fellowship with fellow 
Christians?

“That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us.”  (I John 
1:3a)

Spiritual Fellowship
With the Lord

While Scripture is clear 
on the importance of fellow-
ship between believers, it 
also reveals the importance 
of fellowship with the Lord.  
When Adam and Eve sinned 
and tried to hide, it was God 
that went to find them.  Fol-
lowing the expulsion from the 
garden, after the flood, and at 
the time of Exodus, God had 
His people construct a sanc-
tuary for Him so He could 
dwell among His people.  In 
the New Testament we find 
that God wants to have a 
close fellowship with us.  We 
are called into communion 
with God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord as well as God the 
Father, simply revealing that 
He is a God of fellowship and 
love and desires to have an in-
timate relationship with us.

Do you spend time in God’s 
Word and talking to Him in 
prayer having a close fellow-
ship with Him?

“God is faithful, by whom 
ye were called unto the fellow-
ship of His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.”  (I Corinthians 
1:9)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

 If you would like to 
know more about hav-
ing a relationship with 
Christ, please contact me 
at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com 
or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations 
are from the King James 
Version, unless otherwise 
noted.  (Capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Fa-
ther’s Feet can be found 
at atthefathersfeet.word-
press.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.word-
press.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event as 
The Messenger prints every other 
week. Check for other listings 
online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First Saturday of each Month

Christian Singles Bible Study – 
Christian Singles ages 30 to 65 
from across El Paso meet at 6:30 
pm for Potluck meal, Bible study 
and fellowship. No child care 
available. The group also gets 
together for other social events 
as they arise. For more info and 
location of meetings call Frances 
at (915) 525-3179. 

Tuesday, May 24

Telling: El Paso – Bel Air High 
School Auditorium, 731 N. 
Yarbrough Dr., El Paso, 7:00 pm 
– 9:00 pm. El Paso’s PBS station, 
KCOS, presents this event. Six 
veterans, four male and two 
female, share their stories of 

Support  
The Messenger

Advertise Today. 
329-0824

service and coming home. What 
they will share will make you laugh 
and cry. This is the last of three 
shows, previous two took place at 
other locations. For more info visit 
www.kcostv.org/telling OR call 
(915) 590-1313.

Friday, June 3rd & Saturday, June 4th

2016 Rummage Sale – Episcopal 
Church of Saint Alban, 1810 
Elm St. (at Wheeling Ave.), El 
Paso, 7:00 am – 4:00 pm both 
days. Items available: furniture, 

housewares, clothing, tools, books 
and decorations. For more info call 
Jed Leachman (915) 257-7719 or 
Sal Saldivar (915) 274-4130.

Sunday, June 5th

An Evening with Lee Strobel – 
Grace Gardens, 6701 Westside 
Dr., El Paso, 5:00 pm. Celebrate 
Christian Education and help 
raise funds for El Paso Christian 
School. Enjoy an evening with 
Guest Speaker Lee Strobel, 
Author of The Case for Christ, 

EP Youth Ensemble, Dinner and 
Live Auction. Cost is $60 per 
person. To purchase tickets or 
for more info call Michele Coats 
(915) 588-2103 or visit www.
elpasochristianschool.com.

June 25th – July 3rd

Charlie’s Lunch Mission Trip 
to Honduras. Come experience 
the joy of feeding a hungry child 
first hand! For more info such as 
pricing and trip details visit www.
charlieslunch.com.




