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Where is the America I Used to Know?
By Ryan Duncan

 
I’ve always been proud to be 

an American. When I was still in 
elementary school, our class would 
start each day by reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance. With one hand over my 
heart, I would vow to uphold the ideals 
of “one nation, under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” Even in 
later years, when my moody classmates 
stopped saying the pledge out of pure, 
teenaged angst, I was one of the few 
who still rose up and spoke. Much like 
the oath itself, my faith in America was 
second only to my faith in God.

I won’t lie, in recent years my 
patriotism has taken a noticeable hit. 
Our country has become mired in 
culture wars, bitter political feuds, and 
an election that’s been nothing short 
of embarrassing. I’m not alone either. 
Many Christians are wondering what 
happened to the America which once 
stood for “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” In these frustrating 
times however, believers such as Melissa 
Edgington are reminding us how God 
is greater than one nation. In an open 
letter from her blog she writes,

“…I still believe in you, America. 
Because I believe in Jesus Christ. And, 
I know that He can change people in 
miraculous ways. He can turn cold, 
dead hearts toward compassion. He 

can turn political minds into spiritual 
minds. He can save souls that seem 
way past saving, and He can bring 
revival even among us complacent, 
sleepy Christians. He can wake you 
up, America, because He can change 
people. And, that means He can change 
you before we find ourselves once again 
bound in chains of tyranny that keep 
us from freely honoring the God of the 
Universe, who built you, who invented 
freedom, and who tells us that true 
liberty comes only through belief in the 
saving power of Jesus Christ.”

America has, and always will be, one 
nation under God. We can be proud of 

our history and our accomplishments, 
but these should never exceed our 
faithfulness to Christ. It’s very easy for 
patriotism to become an idol, and when 
we wrap Christ’s cross in the flag of a 
nation (any nation), we stop looking to 
God for answers. One prime example 
of this can be found in the recent post, 
Is the Declaration of Independence 
Christian? Does it Matter?, by 
Crosswalk editor Rachel Dawson. 
While examining the spiritual nature of 
the document, Dawson concluded that 
faith in politics would ultimately fail,

“As Christians, our guiding truth 
should be Scripture, not any historical 

document like the Declaration of 
Independence. We should find our basis 
for our identity, our rights, and our 
freedoms in the Bible first and foremost. 
It is through reading God’s Word that 
the Holy Spirit can and will reveal to us 
what is true.”

“We should be unafraid to claim 
and declare what is true as believers, 
but doing so might mean we have to 
first shift our perspective from what we 
once believed (such as a literally true 
Declaration of Independence in regards 
to the rights of Americans).”

I still have faith in America, what we 
can be, what we can represent, but this 
belief is sustained chiefly by my faith in 
God. Christ has commanded us to open 
our arms to the widowed and orphaned 
( James 1:27), to stand for justice, mercy, 
and humility (Micah 6:8), and to be 
righteous in all things (Psalm 106:3). 
These are the things we as Christians 
want for America, and that sounds 
like a country I would gladly pledge 
allegiance to.

What about you? What are your 
thoughts on patriotism and the 
Christian faith?

*Ryan Duncan is the Editor of 
Crosswalk.com

Originally published on 
Crosswalk.com. Used by 
permission of Crosswalk.com



I trust all had a safe and 
happy July fourth. I had a 
wonderful couple of weeks 
surrounding the 4th. My 
daughter Jenna, son-in-
law Andrew and grandkids 
Kelsey, Jacob and Aiden 
drove in from the Houston 
area on the 25th and stayed 
until the 3rd. My mom June, 
sister Terri, and brother Max 
and sister-in-law Beth f lew 
in from Illinois on the 29th 
and stayed until the 5th. My 

son Shawne got married on 
the 2nd so was wonderful to 
have so much family here to 
be there for him.

We had a wonderful time 
catching up, chatting as well 
as running around like crazy. 
My brother and his wife had 
never been to El Paso so 
wanted to get around and see 
as much as was possible. One 
thing we did that even after 
living here now for 17 years 
come the 29th of this month 
I had never done– we went to 
Wyler Aerial Tram. That was 
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WHERE AM I?
By Jeffrey Pollock

Here I lay my fears,
Here I lay my worry;
Here I leave my tears,
My anxiety and hurry.

Here I lay down my 
selfish ego,

Here I relinquish all my pride;
Here I abandon every 

tomorrow,
This life I thought was 

mine all mine.
Here I lay aside my yesterdays,
Here I accept the cost of war;
Here I lift up a cross of pain,

And consecrate my heart.
Where am I?

Why must I die?
To live is Christ, to die is gain;
This life is mine to give away!

Amen.
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11th Annual 
Irish Run

By Brendan Meece
 
On Sunday, August 21st, 

Cathedral High School will 
be hosting its 11th annual Irish 
Run at 8 AM at 1309 North 
Stanton. This event includes 
both a 5K race and a 1 mile 

an interesting activity. I had 
never thought I would want to 
go up in the Tram, but since 
everyone else was willing to 
go, I f igured why not?!  

I have a LOT of Thank 
You’s I feel I have to express. 
Thanks to Andrew for all the 
“honey do’s” he did around my 
house for me: got vent hooked 
up to my dryer, put my gas grill 
together that has been in the 
box since a year ago in May, 
paid for a week-long rental car 
– a 2016 Hyundai Sante Fe so 
that I could drive my Illinois 
family around in style. To 
Jenna and Andrew for coming 
to see me and bringing my 
grandbabies, for all the help 
they gave on groceries, money 
left for utilities and so many 
other things I can’t recall at 
the moment – but there was 
a ton! Thanks to my Illinois 
family for visiting me, for 
help with groceries and gas in 
the SUV, money left to help 
with whatever. To Shawne for 
helping us get a great deal on 
the car rental and taking time 
off work at this time so he 
could share time with all the 
family as well – and for putting 

on such a wonderful wedding 
for himself and his bride! To 
my brother Max for f ixing my 
kitchen table that has been 
broken for four years! To all 
of you – I know there is SO 
much more – but THANKS 
to you all for everything – and 
helping me out during this 
horrible f inancial state I am 
in.

Thanks also to my church 
and the two Bob’s there that 
have been working with me. 
I put in a prayer request a 
few weeks ago just requesting 
others join me in prayer for 
the f inancial needs of the 
business and myself personally 
– and for needs for my car, 
repairs needed to make it pass 
inspection and be safe. Much 
to my surprise I was contacted 
shortly after, not only were 
they praying – but they 
offered assistance with the car 
repairs!  Thanks so much, you 
know who you are. I haven’t 
had time to ask if it was OK to 
print names, so f igure it best 
to leave as is.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You SO much 

for providing safe traveling 
mercies for all my family 
both here and back to their 
respective homes. Thank You 
for the time we were able to 
share, and have so many of us 
all together for the f irst time in 
years. Bless each one of them 
for the many ways they helped 
me during their time here.

Thank You also for the 
two Bob’s and my church for 
helping with car repairs so that 
my car will pass inspection, 
and air conditioner is running 
again – this was a HUGE 
blessing. Bless these men, and 
my church for being such a 
blessing to me.

Father I lift up all who pick 
up this paper and pray they 
always f ind at least one thing 
in its pages that will speak 
to their hearts, and bring 
blessings upon them. I pray 
for those who do not yet know 
You or have fallen away from 
their walk with You. Help 
them to f ind their way back 
to You or to You for the f irst 
time.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

run/walk. After the race, there 
will be a breakfast hosted by 
Cathedral, although the cost 
for this breakfast will not be 
included with the payment 
for the race. While this race 
has taken place in April in 
previous years, Cathedral 
moved the race to August in 
order to kick off the school 
year, and this gives them a 
greater chance for the school 
community and alumni to 
gather. The proceeds from this 
event go towards Cathedral 
postseason athletic travel. 
The registration fee is $20, 
or $15 for students, military, 

and individuals over 60 years 
of age. Cathedral is also 
looking for sponsorships for 
the race. Online registration 
can also be done at www.
raceadventuresun l imited.
com. The deadline for online 
registration is August 17 at 
3 PM. No sponsorship is 
too small, although $200 is 
minimum sponsorship in order 
to have a spot on the Irish Run 
shirt. In-kind donations are 
also welcome. The deadline 
for sponsorships is August 
8th. If you have any questions, 
please contact Brendan Meece 
at brendanmeece@aol.com.
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Please explain 

Ecclesiastes 12:14 “God 
will judge us for everything 
we do, including every 
secret thing, whether good 
or bad.”  Are we then not 
forgiven of our sins upon 
accepting Christ as we are 
taught, and told the Lord 
casts them as far as the 
East is from the West?

Answers:
When we are saved our sin 

is removed but we will appear 
before the Bema judgment 
seat of Christ to determine the 
rewards that we will receive in 
heaven. We see this again in 2 
Corinthians 5:10. If we had an 
opportunity to serve the Lord, 
but were lazy or afraid, then our 
rewards will not be as great as 
someone who served faithfully. 
There is another judgment seat, 
the Great White Throne, for 
the non-believing in Revelation 
20:11-15, where those who never 
accepted Christ as Lord will 
be judged to determine their 
eternal punishment. Believers 
will not come before Jesus at 
this judgment. Again we do 
understand that believer’s sins 
are forgiven, but we may get to 
heaven without any rewards to 
give back to Jesus, if we don’t 

want to serve the Lord, or if we 
serve Him for the wrong reasons. 
A service bringing no reward, 
would be service so we can get 
men’s applause.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

The verse you found from 
Ecclesiastes represents the 
viewpoint of people who did 
not possess the view of divine 
atonement that God revealed 
later when He sent His own 
Son into the world. This later, 
larger view of atonement means 
that God’s forgiveness for sin is 
available to everyone through 
faith in His Son Jesus. However 
curiously neither Jesus nor the 
other New Testament writers left 
behind this more ancient view of 
divine judgement. That’s because 
God wants all people to be 
responsible for their actions. The 
statement from Ecclesiastes 12:4 
is carried forward into the New 
Testament because otherwise 
believers might assume they 
can get away with anything and 
avoid duties and responsibilities 
without any repercussions. All 
persons will be judged, and all 
will be judged for their works.  
Even Jesus mentioned this in one 
of his teaching sayings directed 
toward his disciples (Matthew 
16:27). Paul in Romans 2:6-
11 says much the same thing. 
So God forgives us through 
faith in Jesus, but we are still 
held accountable by God for 
everything we do or say.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

To fully understand 

Ecclesiastes 12:14, it must be 
considered with verse 13 as 
the two verses together form a 
conclusion to the entire book.  
“The conclusion, when all 
has been heard, is:  fear God 
and keep His commandments, 
because this applies to every 
person.  For God will bring every 
act to judgment, everything 
which is hidden, whether it 
is good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 
12:13–14 NASB).  Many times 
in Ecclesiastes the author has 
called the reader to fear God, 
meaning we are to honor and 
revere God and to worship Him 
as God.  But there is also the 
sense of fearing God because He 
is all-powerful, but not because 
He is petty and hurtful without 
reason as people can be.  We are 
to fear God because his work 
is eternal (3:14) and because he 
demands holy worship (5:7).  He 
has told us to fear God in times 
of adversity as well as prosperity 
(7:14–18).  He has told us that if 
we do fear God, it will go well 
with us (8:12).  Now we are told 
to fear God and to obey him 
because one day we will stand 
before him for judgment.  We 
must remember that God is holy 
and just, and we are sinful.  He 
knows everything – even the 
most secret feelings of every 
person.  Even Jesus spoke of this 
in Matthew 12:36 when He said, 
“But I tell you that every careless 
word that people speak, they 
shall give an accounting for it in 
the day of judgment.”  We will 
have to account for everything 
we have done and said, yet the 
bottom line is what we have 
done in response to Jesus.  You 
are correct in that the Bible 
promises that one who has 
trusted Jesus and given one’s life 
to Him has been forgiven.  God 

will not count our sins against us 
for condemnation.  The Eternal 
Judge has declared us not guilty 
from a legal standpoint:  we 
are no longer condemned for 
our sins.  Some would say this 
judgment referred to is for 
eternal rewards rather than our 
eternal destination (heaven with 
God or hell apart from God).  In 
a real sense they would be right.  
But Jesus also told us to obey 
all His commandments ( John 
14:15, 21, 23-24; 15:10; Matthew 
28:20).  While our salvation is 
secure, and God will not count 
our sins against us to condemn 
those who have truly given their 
lives to Him through faith in the 
atonement provided by Jesus, we 
are still called to live holy lives 
as God directs.  We cannot fear 
that judgment, but it’s a great 
corrective to remember we are 
to live in obedience.  And the 
really frightening truth is that 
we must warn those who do not 
know Jesus personally that they 
need to trust Him alone for their 
salvation, because we are all 
going to stand before God one 
day.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Ecclesiastes was written 
long before Calvary. Under 
the blood of Christ our sins are 
forgiven and are already paid 
for. However, the truth remains 
that God will examine our lives 
thoroughly at the judgement seat 
of Christ where our works will 
be tested as by fire. 

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

At The 
Father’s Feet

Forgiveness

Good Day Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

“I care too much about my 
joy and inner peace to be hold-
ing grudges.  I forgive because I 
have been forgiven.  There’s no 
room/time for resentment in 
my heart!  I refuse to live a bit-
ter life.”[1]  This quotation by a 
young Christian lady should be 
the exact response from all of 
us Christians to “forgiveness” 
situations; however, many of us 
have difficulty accomplishing 
any phase of forgiveness.  God’s 
Word challenges us to forgive, 
to not hold grudges, to not 
carry resentment in our hearts, 
and to prevent bitterness from 
destroying us from within.  
Over the following few days, let 
us look at what Scripture says 
concerning forgiveness, apply 
the truths to our hearts, and 
strive to be able to claim the 
quotation as our own.

As a Christian, if you have 
difficulty forgiving, open God’s 
Word and your heart to allow 
the Holy Spirit to speak to 
you!

“And be ye kind one to an-
other, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.”  (Ephesians 4:32)                   

[1] Quotation by Nandi 
Martinez; used with permis-
sion

Forgiveness
Complete Forgiveness

One of the most blessed of 
all the blessings we enjoy as 
Christians is knowing beyond 
doubt that we have been forgiv-
en by God; however, too many 
Christians act as though they 
have not been forgiven as they 
fail to follow His command 
to forgive others.  Scripture 
is clear that we as Christians 
have been completely forgiven 
by God, and it is only when we 
acknowledge ourselves as com-
pletely forgiven that we can 
express genuine forgiveness.  
We will never have difficulty 
loving and forgiving someone 
who has wronged us if we re-
member God’s infinite love 
and forgiveness.

As you remember how much 
God loves and forgives you, be 
ready to love and forgive others 
as needed!

“Forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against 
any:  even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye.”  (Colossians 
3:13)

May God Richly Bless You 
Today!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolley-
cpa.@msn.com or bwool-
leyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise not-
ed.  (Capitalization of pro-
nouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Fa-
ther’s Feet can be found at 
atthefathersfeet.wordpress.
com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
alospiesdelpadre.word-
press.com.

Send info about your 
upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event 
as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish 
to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to 
RSVP call Cris Green (915) 
252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

First Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible 
Study – Christian Singles 
ages 30 to 65 from across 
El Paso meet at 6:30 pm for 
Potluck meal, Bible study 
and fellowship. No child care 
available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For more 
info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-
3179.

Support  
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329-0824

July 23rd – 31st

Charlie’s Lunch Mission 
Trip to Guatemala. Come 
experience the joy of feeding 
a hungry child first hand! For 
more info such as pricing 
and trip details visit www.
charlieslunch.com.

Friday, July 29th – Saturday, 
July 30th

Salted with Fire: A Play in 
Two Acts – Vista Hills Church, 

2301 Lee Trevino Dr., El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. This full 
length play set in the 1890s 
is presented by the Vista 
Hills Theatre Troupe. It tells 
the story of a small town, 
changed forever by a secret 
discovered in the woods. 
“There is nothing hidden that 
will not be disclosed.” Luke 
8:17. For more info call (915) 
490-3869.




