
An Evening with Lee Strobel
By Kelly McCullough

 
Ask any Christian and they will know who Lee 

Strobel is. Most know him as the Author of “The Case 
for Christ”.  If you ask that question around Chicago, 
most will remember him as the former award-winning 
legal editor of the Chicago Tribune. Strobel, an Atheist 
turned Christian, is now an Apologist, Evangelist and 
best-selling Author, with more than twenty books under 
his belt. Over the course of the evening, Lee was able to 
share how he went from Atheism and no belief there was 
a God – to a man of faith, with no doubt whatsoever that 
God does exist.

On Sunday, June 5th El Paso Christian School 
(EPCS) held a fundraising Banquet to benefit the newly 
formed school. The event was held at Grace Gardens, 
and included a live auction, wonderful meal of chicken 
cordon-bleu, and the ‘icing on the cake’ – an evening 
with Lee Strobel!

Andre Hunter opened the evening with a welcome and 
thanking the nearly 300 people for attending and showing 
support for EPCS. He followed with the Invocation over 
the evening and the meal.

Following the delicious meal, Michele Coats shared 
how God called her and gave the vision for starting this 
Christian School. With previous experience as an educator 
in secular schools, she wanted better for her three small 
children, ages 5, 4 and 2, and others in the community. 
However, it had never been her plan to be the one to start 
a school. She explained her family is not independently 

wealthy so felt this wouldn’t be possible, but shared that 
she had to believe that if God was calling her to this, 
that He would make a way. For approximately two years 
Michele has been researching and meeting with others, 
and mostly praying about this calling.

EPCS will open for its first school year in January 
2017, beginning with two months to four year olds. 
Enrollment will begin in November. Plans are in 
the works for a location on the East side of El Paso, 
negotiations are ongoing so we are unable to announce 
that location at this time. However, it is to be locked in 
by end of June and The Messenger will announce the 
location / address once Michele is able to disclose it.

Andre Hunter officiated as Auctioneer over the live 
auction, and made for an exciting time of people bidding 
large amounts for wonderful packages, in support of the 
school.

Lee Strobel was then called to the stage and had the 
rest of the evening to share his story. Lee decided at a 
rather young age that God cannot and did not exist. He 
felt God didn’t create people, but that people created 
God. Why?  Because they were afraid of death, so they 
made up this idea of a benevolent grandfather in the sky 
and this idea of Heaven to make themselves feel better 
when they die. He thought the mere concept of an all 
loving, all knowing, and all powerful creator of the 
universe was just crazy. It just was not worth his time 
to check out.

Continued on page 2
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moved to a condo. A woman 
named Linda lived below them 
and befriended his wife, Leslie 
and they soon were best friends. 
Linda was a Christian and began 
inviting Leslie to church. One 
day Leslie informed Lee that 
she had become a follower of 
Jesus Christ. Lee thought, “Oh 
No, that’s the worst news for an 
Atheist! She’s going to become 
a sexually repressed prude; this 
is bad news!” He was going to 
walk out, but stuck around. What 
shocked him over the following 
months was the positive changes 
in her character, her values and 
how she related to him and their 
kids. One Sunday morning as 
he was sleeping of a hang-over, 
Leslie asked him to join her at 
church. He decided he would 
go to check it out. He heard the 
Gospel for the first time, and 
decided that day to take his legal 
training, his journalism training 
and investigate – is there any 
credibility to Christianity or 
any other world religion. This 
launched a nearly two-year 
investigation of the evidence.

As he began the investigation, 
one thing was very clear, very 
quickly: If you want to get to 
the bottom line – is Christianity 
true and therefore every other 
contrary faith system in the world 
false – if you want to get to that 
bottom line, all you have to do is 
answer one question. Did Jesus 
or did he not return from the 
dead?  He went through research 
and evidence he discovered that 
proved Jesus died and rose from 
the dead, and walked the earth 
talking to others.  He gave four 
E’s that summarize that Jesus 
rose from the dead:

1) Execution: You have to 
have death before you can have 
resurrection. Normally you are 
lucky to have just two sources 
to confirm a fact. There are 
many to prove this fact. There 
are five ancient sources outside 
the Bible that confirm Jesus’ 
death. An Atheist scholar stated 
“Jesus’ death as a consequence of 
Crucifixion is indisputable.”

2) Early:  We have early 

reports that Jesus rose from the 
dead. Reports that go right back 
to the event itself. The idea he 
rose from the dead is legend. 
He thought perhaps stories were 
made up. But he learned more. We 
have reserved for us a creed from 
the earliest Christians. He told of 
Paul, Peter and James discussing 
the facts, and how the creed was 
given to Paul. James DG Dunn, 
“This creed, we can be entirely 
confident – was formulated as a 
creed within months after Jesus’ 
death.”

3) Empty:  The tomb was 
empty. One fact needed, even 
opponents of Jesus admit the tomb 
was empty. Although there were 
those who thought the Disciples 
stole the body, because of the 
heavy stone that sealed the door, 
guards stood watch over the door, 
it was impossible for someone to 
steal the body.

4) Eye Witnesses:  Over a 
period of time Jesus appeared 
alive a dozen times to 500 people. 
Day and night. People not just 
saw him, they talked to him, they 
touched him, ate with him. These 
were not hallucinations. No fewer 
than nine ancient sources inside 
and outside the New Testament 
confirming and collaborating 
their conviction that the risen 
Jesus appeared to them. Seven 
ancient sources inside and 
outside the NT that tell us the 
disciples were so convinced of 
this they were willing to live lives 
of depravation and suffering as a 
result. Why were they willing to 
do this? Because of all humans in 
history – they were there. They 
knew for a fact he had returned 
and was alive. They were even 
willing to give up their lives to 
proclaim that he had risen.

Lee went to experts during his 
investigations. Atheists claimed 
that the disciples and others 
had had hallucinations. Experts 
revealed that 500 people having 
the same hallucinations at the 
same time is more impossible 
than the resurrection itself. We 
can’t share hallucinations just as 
we can’t share dreams.

He spent two years of his life 
investigating. It all came down 
to a Sunday afternoon. He sat 
with a yellow legal pad and wrote 
down evidence. He realized it 
would take more faith to remain 
an Atheist that to be a Christian!  
He remembered a verse that 
had be pointed out to him, John 
1:12. Breaks down to Believe + 
Receive = Become – he knew 
he had to receive God’s free gift.  
He got on his knees and poured 
out a confession of a lifetime of 
immorality that would curl your 
hair. At that moment, he received 
complete and total forgiveness of 
Jesus Christ and became a child 
of God!  

He immediately told his wife, 
she hugged him and cried. What 
he hadn’t known was that she had 
been praying for him every day. 
His life changed for good. He 
told of his daughter who once was 
afraid of him, seeing the changes 
in him and at five years old said 
she wanted God to change her 
like he did her daddy.

“If you sincerely seek God,” 
Lee stated, “You WILL find 
Him. You have the opportunity 
to invest in the next generation of 
Christians…. We’ve got to have 
kids deeply rooted in their belief 
and to know and understand why 
they believe what they believe. 
We need to train kids to do what 
I just did. That’s what this new 
Christian School is all about. To 
grow and to learn, and to be salt 
and light in the world.”  Lee asked 
people to give sacrificially and 
then prayed over the gifts that 
would be given. While people 
silently prayed about what to 
give, Shawn Borunda sang “Lord 
I’m Amazed.”

If you were unable to 
attend, but would like 
to support EPCS as they 
move forward with the new 
Christian School you may do 
so by mailing a check to EPCS, 
PO Box 973f255, El Paso, TX, 
79997; donate online at:  www.
elpasochristianschool.com. 
You can also learn more at 
the website, or if you wish to 
enroll your child(ren) or have 
questions, contact Michele 
Coats at (915) 588-2103.
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3 Steps

His background is Journalism 
in law. He tended to be a “show 
me the facts kind of person” and 
felt there would be no evidence 
to back it up. Because he had no 
belief in God, he really lacked 
moral framework in his life. His 
attitude was that if there was no 
God, no Heaven, no Hell, no 
accountability, no judgement – 
then the most logical way to live 
life was to be a hedonist. You 

just pursue pleasure. You only go 
around once, so why no enjoy it, 
right? So that is what fueled his 
life, and he lived a very immoral, 
drunken, profane, narcissistic life 
– with a lot of rage. He was always 
after the perfect high, but nothing 
lived up to the hype. Always 
after the ultimate experience of 
pleasure.

Lee shared multiple stories 
of his life while at the Tribune, 
during his drunken years and how 
his young daughter was afraid 
of him. At one point his family 

Author, Apologist, and Evangelist, Lee Strobel.  Photo by Kelly McCullough.
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by deadline 
are published. Those that come in late 
will be included with the others on 
The Messenger’s blog site at http://
hismessenger.wordpress.com. If you are 
a Christian Leader and would like to be 
considered to join this panel – OR - if you 
have a question you would like answered 
by Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
Why was Jesus baptized? 

Baptism symbolizes being 
washed clean of our sins but 
Jesus was sinless.

Answers:
It wasn’t for His sin that He 

was baptized (He knew no sin) 
but it was to identify Himself 
with the human race - as the Son 
of Man.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

Jesus as the Son of God was 
completely without sin.  Baptism 
in ancient times carried with 
it more than one meaning.  
John’s baptism was a sign that 
people had confessed and were 
repenting of their known sins.  
Read Matthew 3:1-17 to see 
how that story unfolds.  Luke, 
in telling this story goes further:  
he indicates John’s baptism was 
about receiving God’s forgiveness 
for sins once the person had 
confessed them and repented 
of them (Luke 3:3).  Both John 
and Jesus knew that none of 
this applied to Jesus as the Son 

of Man and Son of God.  Jesus 
tells John in 3:15, he must baptize 
Jesus also in order to “fulfill all 
righteousness.”  Jesus means this:  
in order to save His people from 
their sins (Matthew 1:21) he had 
to identify with them fully.  He 
had to experience their rituals of 
life and of revival.  His reception 
of baptism is that giant step of 
identification for which God the 
Father was pleased (Matthew 
3:17).

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Jesus’ baptism by John 
identifies Him with God’s People. 
Jesus is God’s True Servant 
and Faithful Israel. Jesus was 
perfectly obedient to God’s will. 
Jesus succeeded where Israel, as a 
nation, failed in their faithfulness 
to God. Additionally, Jesus’ 
baptism confirms John’s ministry 
as the Messiah’s Forerunner, 
and it connects Jesus with the 
faithful remnant of Jews who 
responded to John the Baptist’s 
call to repentance in order to 
enter the coming Kingdom of 
God. Being baptized by John 
marked one’s repentance and 
cleansing. This was typically a 
ritual used for Gentile converts 
to Judaism. Therefore, John’s 
baptism was offensive to the 
Jewish religious leaders; because, 
it presumed they, as Jews, were 
unclean. Jesus voluntarily took 
on their uncleanness and sin. 
The accompanying voice at 
Jesus’ baptism reveals Him to be 
God’s unique eternal Son, and 
the descent of the Holy Spirit 

upon Jesus marks His anointing 
as God’s Chosen King, the 
Messiah.

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

The New Testament indicates 
that Jesus was baptized for a couple 
of reasons.  The first is simply to 
identify fully with humanity.  The 
Jewish Mikvah bath from which 
we derive our modern baptism 
was used for ritual cleansing 
after a person became considered 
unclean under the Law given 
to Moses (such as by touching 
someone with an illness or 
touching a dead body).  After the 
prescribed period of time and the 
offering required by the Law, the 
person would wash in water and 
be considered ceremonially clean.  
Even though Jesus was absolutely 
sinless, He underwent baptism to 
identify with us, as He came to 
be our substitute in His death on 
the cross.  Another reason Jesus 
was baptized was to serve as our 
example.  In commissioning His 
followers after the resurrection, 
Jesus commanded us to baptize 
new disciples of His (Matthew 
28:19).  Jesus was baptized at the 
beginning of His ministry, and 
as new believers and disciples 
(followers) of Jesus, we need to 
be baptized as a testimony of 
what He has already done in our 
lives.   Baptism does not “wash 
away our sins,” but is a picture of 
what happened to us spiritually 
when we accepted Jesus (Romans 
6:1-7).  It is through baptism that 
we symbolically identify with 
Jesus in His death for us (Romans 

6:3-4).  Jesus did everything for 
us, including modeling being 
baptized (even over the objections 
of John).  If He did this and so 
much more for us, why would 
we not be willing to be baptized 
after coming to trust Jesus for our 
salvation?

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

Jesus was baptized because it 
was part of His Father’s plan. We 
often try to figure things out where 
God is concerned according to our 
limited understanding. Jesus said 
in Matthew 3:15 “Permit it to be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus was 
starting His public ministry and 
was being set aside by His Father.  
He was not ordained of men but 
was blessed by God.  is example of 
obedience would set an example 
for us. Yes, it is a picture of the old 
life passing and a new life coming 
forth in the Spirit. But it is also 
an act of obedience and a public 
profession that we like Jesus are 
a new creation with the Spirit of 
God leading us in the Father’s 
service. Jesus has always been 
the first fruits for everything He 
expects men to do.  He would not 
ask us to submit to baptism unless 
He has set the example. No He 
had no sin but know that baptism 
does not cleanse from sin. We are 
cleansed as we ask God to forgive 
our sin and remove our guilt. I 
hope this helps.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

At The 
Father’s Feet

Proverbs 16:1-7
Mercy and Truth of God

Good Day Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

It is by the mercy and truth of 
God that the guilt of sin is removed 
when we are truly repentant.  We 
come to our merciful God by faith 
with reverential fear, not by any legal-
istic sacrifices or ceremonial obser-
vances. The word translated “mercy” 
can also be translated “love,” mean-
ing the love shown by God to man, 
the love shown by man to God, and 
the love shown my man to his fellow 
man, a steadfast love.  Likewise, the 
word translated “truth” can also be 
translated “faithfulness,” especially in 
keeping promises.  These are two spe-
cial attributes, often joined together, 
that God shows forth in His dealings 
with men, thus commanding that we 
should imitate.

Although we all have tendencies 
to sin, maintaining a reverential fear 
of the Lord in your heart will enable 
you to fight desires you may have to 
sin!

“By mercy and truth iniquity is 
purged:  and by the fear of the LORD 
men depart from evil.”  (Proverbs 
16:6)

Proverbs 16:1-7
Results of Pleasing the Lord

We find in the Old Testament that 
Jacob was fearful of facing Esau, fig-
uring him to still be his enemy; how-
ever, God made Esau to be at peace 
with Jacob.  David’s enemies desired 
his goodwill even to the extent of 
seeking a confederation with Israel.  
The reason these unlikely events took 
place is found here in Proverbs as the 
image of God was upon the righteous 
Jacob and David in a way that gained 
their enemies respect and desire to be 
at peace with them.  When we live a 
life that is pleasing to the Lord, He 
can cause those previously distant 
from us into our friendship.  

Allow God’s love to permeate your 
heart in such a way that it shines forth 
to the extent it gives you the opportu-
nity to share His love with others!

“When a man’s ways please the 
LORD, He maketh even his enemies 
to be at peace with him.”  (Proverbs 
16:7)

Proverbs 16:1-7
Righteous Living

For the previous few days we have 
been looking at the first few proverbs 
from the sixteenth chapter of the Book 
of Proverbs.  We have seen where re-
gardless of how much man prepares, 
it is God that governs.  He has made 
all things for Himself, at the same 
time hating any sin of pride that we 
may display; therefore, it is much bet-
ter that our lives are lived with righ-
teousness though we may have little.  
If we are wealthy, or even “well off,” 
and have gained any of it through 
dishonesty or fraud, we cannot have 
inward satisfaction that comes from 
any estate, no matter how small, that 
has been gained with righteousness.

Ask yourself, how are you living 
your life; is any gain you may have 
honoring and pleasing to the Lord?

“Better a little with righteousness 
than great income with injustice.”  
(Proverbs 16:8)

May God Richly Bless You To-
day!

If you would like to know more 
about having a relationship with 
Christ, please contact me at bwool-
leycpa.@msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are from 
the King James Version, unless 
otherwise noted.  (Capitalization of 
pronouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s Feet 
can be found at atthefathersfeet.
wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of archives 
can be found at alospiesdelpadre.
wordpress.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them several weeks 
in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online at 
https://hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

Sunday, June 19th – Thursday, 
June 23rd

VBS “Cave Quest” – St. Luke 
United Methodist Church, 9915 
Montwood Dr., El Paso, 5:00 pm – 
8:00 pm. For more info call (915) 
591-8126.

Monday, June 20th – Friday, June 
24th

VBS “Creation Statement” - 
Sun Valley Baptist Church, 9901 
McCombs, El Paso, 9:00 am - 
12:00 pm. All guests are welcome.  
For more info call (915) 755-7232.

VBS “Submerged” – First Baptist 
Church, 805 Montana Ave., El Paso, 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm. For more info 
call (915) 533-1465.

Saturday, June 25th

Big Yard Sale – St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church, 2155 
Wedgewood Dr., El Paso, 8:00 am – 
12:00 pm. For more info call (915) 
598-7577.
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June 25th – July 3rd

Charlie’s Lunch Mission Trip to 
Honduras. Come experience the joy 
of feeding a hungry child first hand! 
For more info such as pricing and trip 
details visit www.charlieslunch.com.

Monday, June 27th – Friday, July 1st

VBS “Ocean Commotion” – Calvary 
Chapel of El Paso, 1771 N. Zaragosa, 
El Paso, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. Ages 4 
-12. Daily registration 8:30 am – 9:00 
am. For more info call (915) 855-
4565.

Saturday, July 9th

Your Story His Glory: Your Testimony 
in Writing – Calvary Chapel Mission 
Valley, 8069 Alameda Avenue, El Paso, 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm. Do you want to 
get your testimony on paper but afraid 
you’re not a writer? This seminar is 
for you. We will provide the tools and 

motivation to get started. Whether 
you want to write a short story or 
full manuscript this event, sponsored 
by the El Paso Christian Writers, will 
be a benefit. For more info call (915) 
261-9051.

July 9th – 17th

Charlie’s Lunch Mission Trip to 
El Salvador / Guatemala. Come 
experience the joy of feeding a hungry 
child first hand! For more info such 
as pricing and trip details visit www.
charlieslunch.com.

July 23rd – 31st

Charlie’s Lunch Mission Trip to 

Guatemala. Come experience the joy 
of feeding a hungry child first hand! 
For more info such as pricing and trip 
details visit www.charlieslunch.com.

Friday, July 29th – Saturday, July 30th

Salted with Fire: A Play in Two 
Acts – Vista Hills Church, 2301 Lee 
Trevino Dr., El Paso, 6:30 pm – 9:30 
pm. This full length play set in the 
1890s is presented by the Vista Hills 
Theatre Troupe. It tells the story of 
a small town, changed forever by 
a secret discovered in the woods. 
“There is nothing hidden that will not 
be disclosed.” Luke 8:17. For more 
info call (915) 490-3869.




