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Mom, Will You Pray for Me?
By Kathy Howell

 
Over 25 years ago I tuned in to a Focus 

on the Family broadcast with Dr. James 
Dobson. The featured guest that day was 
Fern Nichols. She began to talk about 
prayer. Prayer specifically for children and 
schools. As a mother of three preschoolers 
at the time, my heart was pricked. I soon 
learned all I could about Moms in Prayer 
(formerly Moms in Touch).

Moms in Prayer became a lifeline for 
me in so many ways. I joined with other 
moms each week to pray for our children 
and schools. I received support and 
encouragement from women who were 
serious about praying scripturally and 
effectively. I drew closer in my relationship 
with the Lord. Moms in Prayer helped me 
become a more godly wife and mother. All 
praise goes to our God!

Let me tell you about Moms in Prayer 
International. It is a Christ-centered, 
interdenominational prayer ministry made 
up of moms, grandmothers, aunts—any 
woman who desires to pray for children 
and schools. In groups of two or more, 
we gather for one hour each week to lift 
up our children, their teachers and school 
staff before the Lord. We have mothers 
and grandmothers in all 50 states praying, 
as well as in 140 nations worldwide.

As I started a Moms in Prayer group 
for my children’s preschool so many years 

ago, I began to experience joy and peace. 
We live in a culture that seeks to steal our 
children. But God gives us the privilege 
–He calls us—to intercede for them. The 
Lord is able. He is in control. He is the 
victor. I soon learned that placing my 
children and their schools in His hands is 
what really matters.

So why should moms pray together? 
Deep and lasting friendships form as 
mothers pray together. A sense of sisterhood 
grows from our shared relationship with 
Jesus and our love for the children He has 
given us. Hearing another mom pray for 
your child opens new ways of viewing hard 
situations. I have marveled time and time 
again at the way God speaks directly to my 
current circumstances through another 
mom’s prayer. Praying with other moms 
lightens our burdens.

God changes lives…changes schools…
changes the world. God uses our prayers 
to change the lives of our children and 
schools. God changed me. He replaced 
my cares and worries with His peace and 
hope.

God is working in schools as we pray 
for salvation and spiritual awakening each 
week in our groups. God opens heaven and 
pours out blessing on children, teachers, 
administrators and staff.

Moms in Prayer has brought women all 
over the world into His presence. Today, 
tens of thousands of moms are praying for 

their children and schools. Fern has said, 
“There is no greater legacy you can leave 
your children; no greater treasure than 
your prayers.”

Whatever their age or stage, every child 
needs your prayers. Every child deserves a 
praying mom.

Our goal is that not one child, not one 
school, will miss God’s wondrous miracles 
as moms join in prayer on their behalf.

For help in joining or starting a group, 
contact:

Kathy Howell, Area Coordinator for 
New Mexico. Kdhandeph15@aol.com  
915.494.1135

Or Margie Estrada, Area Coordinator 
for El Paso mepraisehim@yahoo.com  
915.799.1267

Moms in Prayer International
PO Box 1120, Poway, CA 92074-1120
info@MomsInPrayer.org
www.MomsInPrayer.org
We are also on social media at Facebook, 

Twitter, Pinterest, Blog, and YouTube.



It is humorously said that 
God could not be everywhere-
so He made mothers.  From the 
earliest times when we sent the 
children off to Grandma’s, to 
camp, or to a night at a friend’s 
house, we have to admit a 
wrenching relinquishment of 
our watchful care into the hands 
of another.  There comes a time 
when that young person has to 
be turned over completely to the 
care of God.  And He is enough 
for our mother’s heart. 

Pray this way:
Father, I come boldly to Your 

throne in Jesus’ name for mercy 
and grace.  I worship You and 
thank You for ________.  In 
Your sovereign power and 
love, You loaned ________ to 
us to enjoy for a season.  I put 
________ in Your hands, where 
there is only safety.  Thank You 
for Your direction in their life 
that has led them to this new 
place in Your purposes. 

You are Lord of heaven and 
earth, King of kings, Most High 
God.  You are the Commander 
of the armies of heaven, and 
You are by ________’s side.  
Your Word says that they have 
mighty angels accompanying 
them, fighting those who 
fight against them (Ps. 34:7, 
35:5-6, 91:11-13).  Thank You 
for protecting ________ by 
appointing angels around them 
at all times to guard their place 
to preserve Your perfect peace, 
righteousness, and purposes.  
Your shield of victory and 
safety in the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ defends them 
everywhere they go.  Provide 
for them a place of invisibility 
and immunity to spiritual 

attack under the shelter of Your 
almighty wings. 

In Jesus’ name, I bind all 
works of the adversary that 
would try to claim ground as 
they move out into the world 
on their own.  Protect their life 
from all allegiance or service 
to false gods, unclean spirits, 
or bondages of other people.  
Satan has no legal claim on this 
precious blood-bought child of 
God.  All jurisdiction around 
their life is sealed by a hedge of 
the blood of the Lamb.  Lord 
Jesus, You have all authority 
in heaven and on earth, and 
on the basis of their position 
as a joint-heir with Christ, put 
the cross between them and 
all evil spirits that would try 
to invade, infiltrate, harass, or 
ensnare them.  Lead them to 
refuse all works of the kingdom 
of darkness.  Bind them to the 
knowledge of the truth and 
righteousness that will not let 
them fall into the devil’s trap.  
His malicious intention is to 
take them captive to do his will.  
Preserve them unbound and 
unharmed by evil. I dedicate 
________ to please and serve 
You and do Your will in this 
new place.  Jesus in us is greater 
than the spirit of the world.    

Heavenly Father, thank You 
for a place for ________ to 
live [work, go to school, etc].  I 
claim it as a place of spiritual 
safety and protection.  Cleanse 
their place (apartment, room, 
etc.) by the blood of the worthy 
Lamb of God.  I ask from my 
position seated at the right 
hand of Christ that You clean 
out every evil spirit that wants 
to claim ground there.  In Jesus’ 
holy name, I renounce all evil 

words and works and refer 
them to the cross of Jesus.  Jesus 
has given us power over all the 
power of the enemy.  The Lord 
has all authority there. 

Establish the character of 
Jesus Christ in ________.   
Make them sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit with quick 
conviction of sin and godly 
sorrow to repentance.  Make 
________ strong in You and 
courageous, not having a spirit 
of fear, but of power, love, and 
a sound, disciplined mind.  
May they know that they can 
do all things through You who 
gives them strength.  Form in 
them integrity, great wisdom, 
and keen discernment.  Call 
________ up higher to be a 
man or woman of God, mighty 
in Your spirit.  Set a watch over 
their heart and mouth by Your 
mighty power.  By the same 
Spirit who inspired Daniel 
to purpose in his heart not 
to defile his body, send them 
peers and friends who will also 
not bow down to the gods of 
pleasure and defilements of this 
age.  Strengthen them not to 
compromise with the world, the 
flesh, or the devil.  Shield them 
from mockery and ridicule.  
Draw them to Yourself to trust 
You, serve You only, and set 
their life apart to You.  May 
they not be people-pleasers, but 
seek to please You. 

Lord, I pray all this on the 
basis of Your Word, which 
strongly promises, “I have 
chosen you and have not 
rejected you.  So do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand... Though 
you search for your enemies, 
you will not find them.  Those 
who wage war against you will 
be as nothing at all.  For I am 
the Lord, your God, who takes 
hold of your right hand and says 
to you, ‘Do not fear; I will help 
you’ “ (Isa. 41:9-13).

Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done, in ________’s 
life today as You purpose it in 
heaven.  I plead Your mighty 
name above all names, Amen.

Taken from Prayer Essentials 
For Living In His Presence, 
Vol. 2, p. 159-160, ©2000 by 
Sylvia Gunter. An archive of 
past devotionals is available at 
www.thefathersbusiness.com

Used by permission of 
Sylvia Gunter and www.
thefathersbusiness.com.

For weeks now we continue 
to hear news of Police Officers 
being gunned down. It’s as if 
after the ambush in Dallas it 
has given many the idea to 
play copy-cat. It’s so sad that 
there are people in this world 
that feel a need to massacre 
anyone – especially, to gun 
down those who are sworn to 
serve and protect our cities, 
our communities. We need to 
do what we can to assure that 
the Officers in our community 
know that we appreciate all 
they do, and endure to keep 
our community safe.

When last I visited my 
daughter in the Houston 
area she delivered donuts 
to the Police station nearest 
her home, and informed me 
that she did this often with 
cookies, donuts, etc. We can 
all do similar things here. Or, 
just as we do with our local 
military personnel when we 
see them – we can thank 
the Police Officers for their 
service. For all our prayer 
warriors, I’m sure if you offer 
to say a quick prayer with 
and for them, they will allow 
it and appreciate it. And most 
importantly, keep the Officers 
in your community, state and 
our nation in your prayers as 
often as you are reminded 
of it. Try this – every time 
you see one in uniform, or 

even a police cruiser – take a 
moment to lift them up to our 
Lord.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for all You do 

for us. None are worthy of 
Your love, mercy, grace or 
Salvation, yet You give it all so 
freely to those who will accept 
it, and You. I am grateful 
that in this world of unending 
trials and heartaches that at 
least we can rest assured that 
You alone are in control and 
the Master of all things.

Father I lift up all the Police 
Officers, Border Patrol, and 
Military men and women and 
ask that You protect them on 
and off duty each and every 
day. I pray that You bless 
them for their willingness to 
serve in the manner they’ve 
chosen. Bless their families 
and protect them as well. 
I pray Lord that You will 
thwart the plans of evil to 
act against those who work 
to protect our communities, 
border, and nation. Protect 
us from the evil preying on 
humanity.

Humble each one of us, 
help us to be mindful of not 
alone lifting our burdens and 
concerns to You – but our 
praise and worship to and of 
You also.  

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
As Christians are we 

required to vote in the 
Presidential election? I 
have friends that say they 
will not be able to vote for 
either candidate left, yet 
have been informed that it 
is a Christian duty to vote, 
therefore sinful if not doing 
so. Is this Biblical? Are there 
Scripture references to this 
fact that would point to this 
one way or the other?

Answers:
If you are an eligible voter, 

you have an obligation as a 
citizen to participate in the 
selection process of our nation.  
As one seeking to follow Jesus, 
you need to realize that you 
need to approach the decision 
of how to vote from a spiritual 
perspective based on the Bible.  
Look at two key passages.  The 
first is 1 Timothy 2:1-4.  Verses 
1-2 speak about offering prayers 
on behalf of “kings and all who 
are in authority, so that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in 
all godliness and dignity.”  If we 
are to pray for those in authority 
over us, doesn’t it make sense that 
the process in determining who 
to vote for in any election should 
also be bathed in prayer?  We must 
remember that everything we do 
needs to be approached asking, 
“God, what do you desire?”  The 
second passage to keep in mind 
is Romans 13:1-7.  The first two 
verses of this passage stress that 
God is the one who places persons 
in authority, while verse 5 says, 
“Therefore it is necessary to be 

in subjection, not only because 
of wrath, but also for conscience’ 
sake.”  Our voting choices must 
be guided by our relationship 
with God.  We must remember 
that God is not on the side of a 
political party or an individual 
candidate.  He is working to 
accomplish His perfect will.  As a 
Christian, we must seek to know 
all we can about the issues and the 
candidates, and prayerfully seek 
to know which candidate more 
closely aligns with the principles 
laid out in the Bible.  I would 
strongly urge every Christian 
to get and read a short book, 
“How Should Christians Vote?” 
by Tony Evans.  He gives solid, 
biblical guidance that I believe 
would be extremely helpful. 

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

In what way is this supposed 
to be sinful? Voting is a privilege 
first and foremost. It is a civic 
opportunity not a moral 
obligation. If one chooses not to 
participate then neither can they 
gripe about the election results.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

Arguments have been made for 
both extremes: from not voting, 
to actively seeking the overthrow 
of oppressive governments.  Jesus’ 
kingdom is not of this world, but 
he did admonish his disciples 
to “render unto Caesar.”   In 
the case of a government of the 
people, like the USA, that would 
include voting and participating 
in the government.  Christians 
should vote in massive numbers 
and run for office, to insure the 
best government possible.

The point of not voting 
because there is not a perfect 
candidate is not wise. When 
has there ever been a perfect 
candidate for any office in our 
country??  If Christians do not 
vote, that leaves to selection of 

our government officials in the 
control of nonbelievers.  This 
would not be what the founding 
fathers envisioned.  

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

Romans 13:1 clearly states 
that governments are ordained of 
God and as Americans we have 
been given by God the freest, 
most prosperous government this 
world has ever seen. America in 
the past has been the example of 
what Christian precepts could 
for a people. I say that knowing 
that our country has many 
flaws because it has sinners who 
govern it. Our Declaration of 
Independence states clearly 
that the rights we have are God 
given. If we have been given this 
government and the rights we 
have from God then we should 
and need, I say, be ever vigilant to 
keep the type of government that 
God has given us and to protect 
the rights given us by God. Do 
I see a command to vote in our 
elections? No.  However, we 
are focused on just the national 
race and let the state and local 
elections become unimportant. 
Yet the freedoms we say we love, 
are often directly affected in state 
and local elections as well. All too 
often we are simply looking for a 
way to escape being involved and 
for Christians not to be involved 
is foolish and showing ingratitude 
to God who has given us the 
ability to govern ourselves and 
to have the leaders we desire. Is 
there a command to vote, no, but 
what group should be more active 
and involved in the governing of 
our country than Christians?  

Pastor Jack Berg
Sun Valley Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

First of all, the Bible says 
nothing decisively about the whole 
question of “voting.”  That is 
because, quite simply, the earliest 
societies were all totalitarian 

(dictatorships).  Democracies 
evolved first in ancient Greece as 
early as the seventh century.  In 
the Greek city-states all males 
who owned property within the 
district were allowed to vote for 
community decisions and some 
local representatives.  But no 
such thing was known in ancient 
Israel or later Judaism.  What 
we do find is that believers are 
expected to support the system of 
government that they live within 
(Romans 13; 1 Timothy 2).  By 
extension this means, since we 
have a system of electing our 
leaders, this is something one 
should do to be a good Christian 
citizen.  However, it is no sin if 
one chooses not to vote.  If you 
believe you cannot vote for either 
of the candidates from the two 
party conventions, then writing 
in someone else remains an 
option in most states.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

This election is one that does 
make Christians think about 
what should be done.  The Bible 
does not address voting and 
no person was ever voted into 
office in the Bible.  They did 
cast lots to select a replacement 
for Judas.  The Bible does say in 
Romans 13:7, render to the rulers 
their due. Where candidates are 
concerned people should follow 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  
We should always vote Biblical 
standards as much as possible.  
You should not vote for a person 
who takes a stand against Biblical 
values, those who embrace 
abortion or gay rights. You do 
not sin if the Holy Spirit tells you 
not to vote.  Voting is a right but 
not a commandment.  But if we 
refuse to vote against evil, then 
we cannot complain when it rules 
in our country.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Forgiveness
The Grudge

Good Day Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,

Question:  Who is generally af-
fected the most, one who wronged 
someone or one who was wronged 
and carries a grudge over the in-
cident?  We would think that the 
one who wronged someone would 
be bothered over such an indis-
cretion; however, this person will 
generally not think twice about 
what has been done and probably 
will be unaware the one wronged 
is carrying the grudge.  Carry-
ing a grudge will always have an 
effect, usually both emotionally, 
and physically.  “I care too much 
about my joy and inner peace to 
be holding grudges.”[1]  This gives 
just two reasons of many to avoid 
grudges:  loss of our joy and inner 
peace.  While addressing the one 
who wronged is not necessary, for-
giveness is the only answer to rid-
ding ourselves of a grudge and the 
corresponding problems.

Although you may hope some-
one who wronged you feels bad 
about it, chances are you are the 
only one being affected as you car-
ry a grudge; get rid of that grudge 
and the corresponding feelings by 
turning it over to the Lord and ex-
pressing forgiveness!

“Then said Jesus, ‘Father, for-
give them; for they know not what 
they do.’  And they parted His rai-
ment, and cast lots.”  (Luke 23:34)                   

[1] First line to quotation by 
Nandi Martinez; used with per-
mission 

Forgiveness
Specific Date and Place
We have mentioned on more 

than one occasion that we as 
Christians have been forgiven, a 
fact that can be traced to a spe-
cific “event,” Christ’s death on the 
cross.  Knowing when and where 
we were forgiven enables us to 
more specifically share our testi-
mony with others.  This general 
principle can also be used as we 
forgive someone who has wronged 
us.  In a sermon preached a few 
years ago, Dr. David Lowrie men-
tioned picking a time and place to 
go before the Lord, pouring out 
our heart over our hurt and the 
decision to forgive that person.  
Thereafter, whenever that hurt 
surfaces in our consciousness, we 
would tell ourselves we will not “go 
there” because on such and such a 
date in such and such a place, we 
forgave that, allowing us to have 
peace in our heart.

Turn that grudge over to the 
Lord, remember the date and 
place you did so, and do not al-
low the grudge to affect your life 
again!

“And when ye stand praying, 
forgive, if ye have ought against 
any:  that your Father also which 
is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses.”  (Mark 11:25)

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolleycpa.@
msn.com or bwoolleyjr@
gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Capi-
talization of pronouns for God 
added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call 

Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

First Saturday of each Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet 

at 6:30 pm for Potluck meal, 
Bible study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The group 
also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location of 
meetings call Frances at (915) 
525-3179.

Saturday, August 27th

Grand Concert of Mercy – St. 
Pius X Church, 1050 N. Clark, 
El Paso, 7:30 pm. Enjoy an 
evening with John Michael 
Talbot, Christian music legend, 
best-selling Author and Host of 
TVs “All Things Are Possible”. 
Tickets available online, at St. 
Pius Church, or at The Dental 
Ark (east side).

Thursday, September 22nd

The Very Next Thing Tour – 
Abraham Chavez Theatre, 1 
Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 
pm. Presented by Compassion 
International and Museum of the 
Bible. Featuring Casting Crowns, 
Matt Maher and Hannah Kerr. 
Tickets available at ticketmaster.
com.

Sunday, October 9th
The Songs & Stories Tour – 
Plaza Theatre, 125 Pioneer Plaza, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm. Presented by 
KLOVE and Show Hope. Featuring 
all your favorite songs and the 
stories behind them with Steven 
Curtis Chapman, Third Day’s 
Mac Powell, and Brandon Heath. 
Tickets available at ticketmaster.
com.

Support The Messenger
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