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5 Concrete Ways to Bear Amazing Fruit 
(Love, Joy, Peace...)

By Kelly Balarie
 
I bit into a nectarine. It was straight from 

the rural farms of deliciousness. As I bit 
down, sweetness with undertones of sour 
exploded. Frankly, it tasted like heaven.  
I stared, turned it over and over again in 
my hands and asked, “How could this be? 
What produces something like this?”

It both looked and tasted like a sunset 
in my mouth.

Fruit is fruit, but rare is it that it tastes 
good. Rarely, does it make you want a 
second and third helping. Rarely, does 
it leave you holding it, staring it and 
wondering how something could actually 
- do that!

“You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit...” Jo. 15:16

If I am supposed to be bearing fruit, 
does it taste like this?

Like love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control (Gal 5:22-23)?

Or am I producing a watered down and 
unripened variety? 

People should taste heaven when they 
encounter me.

They should stand back to consider the 
power of God - in me - because God stands 
out - through me.

What I fear, though, is I try to be like 
everyone else. I fit a mold of Christianity. 
I hinder God from making me unique. I 
fear being too great, vocal or in love with 
Christ. I fear being too much. Do you?

Then, I end up as the ordinary garden 
variety of grocery chain fruit; I taste 

average.
Bor-ing... Blah.... Been there done 

that... It tastes a little lukewarm. Jesus 
regurgitates those types (Rev. 3:16). I 
don’t want to be that, I want to be so jaw-
dropping, so succulent people have to step 
back to consider who could produce this. 
Imagine that?! Where all people want 
- is more. More Jesus. More love. More 
Spirit.

Where they walk on up and say, “Give 
me some of that!”

I want to hand out “...fruit that will 
last...” Jo. 15:16

I want to hand out fruit that unites 
people at a table of love.

I want to hand out fruit with seeds to 
bear more fruit.

I want people to ask how something like 
this could happen.

That is what I did. I searched online 
to see how good fruit is produced. I found 
practical tips to growing good fruit. But, 
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Listen with your spirit to the 
Word of God. “If Christ is in 
you...your spirit is alive because 
of righteousness. And if the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he ... 
will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit, who 
lives in you” (Romans 8:10-11).

Your spirit is alive in the 
Spirit of God, and your Father 
intends for you to be awake, 
nurtured, strong, and large in 
him. The Holy Spirit is present 
in you, igniting in you revelation 
of who you really are. You are 
meant to live life rejoicing in 
God with ears to hear from 
Him. Be blessed as the Spirit of 
the Lord in you activates your 
full spiritual DNA. Exchange 
slumber and passivity for the 
rising glory of being awakened 
and enlarged in Him. Be blessed 
to live from who you are, feeling 
completely alive. Receive who 
your Father says you are, not 
who others say you are. Be 
blessed to embrace life as you 

connect with His Spirit in a 
life-giving way. Be blessed with 
fresh manna of truth that wipes 
out deception and refutes the 
constant bombardment of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.

Listen to the heart cry of 
Paul for his Ephesian disciples 
and friends. “I pray that out 
of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner 
being” (Eph. 3:16). Be blessed 
to know and live from the 
strength of the Spirit in you. 
You are active and strong, not 
passive. Be blessed with healthy 
conversation between your 
spirit and your soul like David 
in Psalm 42:5. “Why are you 
downcast, O my soul? Why so 
disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise 
him, my Savior and my God.” 
Be blessed to strengthen your 
vertical connection with God’s 
Spirit.

There is pain when you use 
physical muscles in ways that 

are out of your comfort zone 
or have not been used in a long 
time. The key to many sports 
is muscle memory. Athletes 
spend hours practicing what 
they want their muscles to do 
in the game. Spiritual muscle 
memory is the same. In the 
spirit, there’s stretching as you 
learn new skills. So faithfully 
exercise your God-given 
identity and legitimacy. God is 
up to something significant and 
eternal in enlarging you and 
strengthening you. Be blessed 
with being active and strong, so 
that you will be complete spirit, 
soul, and body (1 Thes. 5:23).

Be blessed in the name of 
One who gives you life through 
His Spirit (Rom. 8:11).

From You Are Blessed In The 
Names of God, page 22. ©2000 
Sylvia Gunter. An Archive of 
past devotionals is available at 
www.thefathersbusiness.com

Used by permission of 
thefathersbusiness.com

Man have we ever been under 
attack. In a matter of weeks police 
officers ambushed and five killed 
in Dallas; a terrorist drives a 
truck into a large crowd in Nice, 
France and kills 85; more police 
officers gunned down in Baton 
Rouge, three killed. Our nation 
is suffering. Many question, 
“Why?”  We can’t fathom 
how anyone could do these 
horrendous things so willingly to 
harm others. But, look back over 
the years – God has been taken 
out of our schools and most all of 
daily public life. People want God 
out of public life – yet blame Him 
when bad things happen.

God doesn’t make these 
horrible things happen, however, 
he allows them. I admit I also 
can’t understand how He can 
allow such things, BUT – I am 
human, He alone is God. As 
hard as it is, I have to trust Him, 
and know that He is the only all 
powerful, all knowing, all loving 
God. In Biblical times horrible 
things happened, and many 
times they were allowed in the 
hopes that the people would turn 
back to the Lord. Perhaps that is 
why things are happening now.

Our nation is so far from the 
Lord – we MUST turn back. We 
MUST put our faith and trust 
in Him once again. We MUST 
allow Him back in our schools, 
in all of public life. We MUST 
humble ourselves and pray, turn 
from our wicked way – and then 
He may heal our land. I pray 
that we all will make more time 
to pray, to seek the Lord’s will, to 

heed His call, to ask forgiveness 
and request healing for our land.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for being our 

Omnipotent, Omnipresent, all 
loving Savior. Thank You for all 
You have done and continue to do 
for me, my family, this ministry.

I lift up the family members 
and friends of those killed in 
Dallas, Nice, and Baton Rouge. 
Comfort them like only You are 
able as they grieve and face life 
without their loved ones. I lift up 
also all those injured during these 
attacks, and pray for their quick 
and full recovery from injuries 
obtained. I pray for everyone 
living in the communities where 
these attacks occurred. In all 
these situations, bring all peace 
and healing, and help them to 
not live in fear each day.

Father I lift up police officers 
everywhere and ask that You 
put a shield of protection 
surrounding them 24/7. These 
are men and women who take on 
the responsibility of protecting 
us and they now find themselves 
practically at war with those they 
vow to protect. Bless them for 
their service to our communities, 
and bring peace and calm to their 
families as they worry over them 
each time they are on the streets.

I lift up our Nation Father, and 
I ask that You heal our land. Heal 
our people, help us to get back to 
our roots – back to our loving 
relationships with You, our Savior 
and Lord. Father I pray You will 
interact and interrupt the plans 
of the evil plans and plots against 
our Nation and others. Protect 
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5 Concrete Ways

You’re Alive, Be Strong

what grew under each of these 
practical tips, were God-tips. 
Tips that would instruct me on 
how to be flavorful and full of 
God’s life-changing juice.

Tips to Growing Good 
Fruit*:

1. Place them in direct sun.
Get in the light of God’s 

word. Let it grow you.
2. Make sure they have 

shelter from high winds.
Dwell in safe places: 

Whoever dwells in the shelter 
of the Most High will rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty.” 
Ps. 91:1

3. Add compost or manure 
to the soil.

Pray that your heart is open 
to change and you’ll have the 
courage to endure as he does.

4. Give them support, 
netting or canes.

Lean up against God: 
“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.” Mt. 11:28

5. Cut off the top of the 
plants.

Let God shape you, even 
when it hurts: “He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes 
so that it will be even more 
fruitful.” Jo. 15:2

Simply said: Let God water 
you straight into delicious. 
Then, the world will take a bite 
and fight to know how God 
makes something that good. 
They will hear, and peace will 
reign. Your fruit will produce 
fruit.

Originally published on 
crosswalk.com. Used by 
permission of crosswalk.
com

our Nation and our allies against 
ISIS and all other evil that comes 
against us. I pray all our people 
will turn from our wicked ways, 
will seek You and heed Your call. 
Help us to seek Your wisdom and 
will at all times. Lead us Lord in 
the way we should go.

Father, I pray for Your guidance 
for all voters in the upcoming 
election. Come November we will 
once again be choosing who will 
lead our country for the next four 
years. Lord I ask that You speak 
to all voters and show them the 
best candidate to choose at this 
time. We MUST get it right, and 
turn our country around. I pray 
Father that You will place the 
person in charge that will seek 
Your guidance and will govern 
our country in a way pleasing 
and honoring to You.

Lastly Father I lift up The 
Messenger. I ask that You place 
it in the hearts and minds of 
Christian business owners to 

support this ministry through 
their advertising dollars. Lead 
me to those who will be interested 
in supporting, as well as would 
benefit from such advertising. 
Bless all those who currently 
advertise for their faithful support 
of this ministry. Bless all who 
read these pages. Use this paper 
to speak to readers’ hearts and to 
help share and show Your love. 
For those readers who have fallen 
away from their walk with You, or 
those who have yet to accept You 
– I pray they find things amongst 
these pages that will lead them 
to You, and a decision of turning 
their heart over to You. Father I 
am depending on You to provide 
all the needs of this ministry. 
Please work out the current 
problems with my laptop and 
internet issues that are making it 
so difficult to do my work.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
As a fairly new reader of 

the Word I was confused and 
concerned when a friend 
pointed out, Isaiah 65:20 
“No longer will babies die 
when only a few days old. 
No longer will adults die 
before they have lived a full 
life. No longer will people 
be considered old at one 
hundred!  Only the cursed 
will die that young!”  As 
my family has lost many 
children and young adults 
to death, I would appreciate 
insight into this verse. I know 
my loved ones were saved, 
and can’t accept they died 
because they were cursed 
as this verse alludes to. 
Please help us understand 
and give clarity so that we 
can affectively explain to 
others.

Answers:
Your question emphasizes the 

importance of context.  Who 

is speaking, to whom are they 
speaking, when are they speaking 
and under what circumstances? 
A prophet of God in 6th century 
BC is speaking to God’s people 
in exile.  Yahweh is calling for 
repentance by his children and 
promises better days when they 
repent.  This does not apply to 
Christians because the church 
is not an earthly kingdom, nor 
does it mean that those who die 
young are cursed.  Application 
may be made for today:  when we 
sin, we destroy our lives; when we 
repent there can be restoration. 
i.e. addicted vs breaking our 
addiction.  Rom 15:4 “everything 
that was written in the past was 
written to teach us.”

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

The verse you’re considering 
needs to be looked at within 
the proper context to help our 
understanding. Isaiah 65:17-25 
looks to the future from both 
Isaiah’s perspective and ours. 
The prophet is looking forward 
to a time when the effects of the 
Fall will be absent from the lives 
of God’s People. In figurative 
and pictorial language, Isaiah 
describes a future time when we 
will not be cursed with the toil, 
loss, suffering, conflict and death 
we currently experience. Such 
blessings within “a new heavens 
and a new earth” (also called 

“Jerusalem” 
and “my holy mountain”) 
are for the LORD’s 
“servants” mentioned 
in the preceding verses 
13-16. Therefore, verse 
20 is less of a reason for 
your personal losses and more 
of a promise of future hope to 
all Believers that there will be 
no more of the sadness, loss 
and death that your family has 
suffered. This is the Good News 
of Jesus’ Kingdom which will 
be completely fulfilled upon His 
Return.    

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

There is always a problem in 
choosing isolated verses for which 
to learn of God’s will for people in 
general. Two things are needed 
for interpreting a verse like 
this. First, one must observe the 
context. Isaiah 65:20 is part of an 
oratorical vision of Israel’s future 
contained in 65:17-25. There 
are many such prophetic visions 
found throughout all the classical 
prophets. God gives this word 
to the prophets to encourage his 

people, 
to let them know 

that though they are 
currently suffering, the 
day will come when 
His full and complete 
deliverance will arrive. 
Isaiah 65:17-25 is in 
addition part of a larger 
poem about Israel’s 
survival in its current 

environment, surrounded by 
hostile nations and peoples. The 
second thin that’s needed for 
understanding this passage as 
a whole is recognizing the kind 
of biblical literature it is. This 
portion of Isaiah is classified 
as apocalyptic. God in the past 
inspired such literature when his 
people were oppressed by others 
and depressed in themselves. 
In your case one who has lost 
children in an untimely manner 
may find comfort in such 
passages, rightly understood. 
They point to the truth that one 
day God will raise us to be with 
His Son, and like His Son in the 
resurrection. And then indeed, as 
Jesus promised, there will be no 
more death. For anyone.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Holiness
Striving Towards 

Perfection
Good Day Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ,
Many of us have heard this song:  

“Be careful little eyes what you see, 
Oh be careful little ears what you 
hear.  For the Father up above is 
looking down with love, Oh be 
careful little eyes what you see.”  
As I think upon the lyrics, I can’t 
help but ask, “How much do we as 
Christians strive towards perfec-
tion in the means of holiness?  How 
careful are we on the things we lis-
ten to, or the things we watch?  Do 
we find ourselves laughing at crude 
jokes?  Do we struggle with pride?”  
We find ourselves hearing that only 
God is perfect, then we use it as an 
excuse to continue to live in disobe-
dience, or an excuse to not admit 
our shortcoming or simply because 
we don’t want to change something 
we hold so dearly.

As a child of God, shouldn’t sin 
or anything that does not glorify 
God taste bitter to you? Shouldn’t 
you want to delight in God more 
than the things of this world?

“Therefore, since we have these 
promises, dear friends, let us pu-
rify ourselves from everything that 
contaminates body and spirit, per-
fecting holiness out of reverence for 
God”   (2 Corinthians 7:1 – NIV)

Holiness
The Seriousness of God’s 

Holiness
In Isaiah 6, Isaiah comes be-

fore the presence of the Holy 
God through a vision. Verses one 
through five give a beautiful de-
scription of the seriousness of the 
holiness of God. We see the Sera-
phim around the throne of God 
covering their face and feet singing 
holy, holy, holy. The Hebrew word 
for holy is “Kadosh” which implies 
differentiation. It’s interesting to 
see the Seraphim saying Kadosh 
three times as if they are trying to 
find a word that can even describe 
the nature of the one sitting on the 
throne.  As they repeat Kadosh 
three times we see them magnify 
God by describing him as holy, ho-
lier, holiest. David Platt once said 
we must be careful to not confuse 
purity or blamelessness with God’s 
holiness because in a way the An-
gels surrounding his throne are 
also without blame. What differen-
tiates God’s holiness is that no one 
can compare. He has no equal.

Take time today during your 
quiet time to meditate upon the ho-
liness of your God!

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD 
of Hosts:  the whole earth is full of 
His glory.”   (Isaiah 6:3b)

May God Richly Bless You To-
day!

[1] Nataly Mora is a graduate 
of Dallas Baptist University with a 
degree in Christian Studies.  She is 
currently the Missions and Evange-
lism Intern at First Baptist Church 
El Paso, Texas.

May God Richly Bless You To-
day!

If you would like to know 
more about having a relation-
ship with Christ, please contact 
me at bwoolleycpa.@msn.com 
or bwoolleyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.  (Capi-
talization of pronouns for God 
added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of ar-
chives can be found at alospies-
delpadre.wordpress.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

First Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet 
at 6:30 pm for Potluck meal, 
Bible study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The group 
also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location of 
meetings call Frances at (915) 
525-3179.

Friday, July 29th – Saturday, 
July 30th

Salted with Fire: A Play in 
Two Acts – Vista Hills Church, 
2301 Lee Trevino Dr., El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. This full 
length play set in the 1890s 
is presented by the Vista 
Hills Theatre Troupe. It tells 
the story of a small town, 
changed forever by a secret 
discovered in the woods. 
“There is nothing hidden that 
will not be disclosed.” Luke 
8:17. For more info call (915) 
490-3869.

Saturday, August 27th

Grand Concert of Mercy 
– St. Pius X Church, 1050 
N. Clark, El Paso, 7:30 pm. 

Enjoy an evening with John 
Michael Talbot,  Christian 
music legend, best selling 
Author and Host of TVs “All 
Things Are Possible”. Tickets 
available online, at St. Pius 
Church, or at The Dental Ark 
(east side).

Thursday, September 22nd

The Very Next Thing Tour – 
Abraham Chavez Theatre, 1 
Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Presented by 
Compassion International 
and Museum of the Bible. 

Featuring Casting Crowns, 
Matt Maher and Hannah 
Kerr. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com.

Sunday, October 9th
The Songs & Stories Tour – 
Plaza Theatre, 125 Pioneer 
Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Presented by KLOVE and 
Show Hope. Featuring all your 
favorite songs and the stories 
behind them with Steven 
Curtis Chapman, Third Day’s 
Mac Powell, and Brandon 
Heath. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com.
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