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A Crisis and God’s Protection in Istanbul! Part 1
Story and Photos Submitted 

by Vinnie Carafano, King’s Kids
 
Editor’s Note: Vinnie Carafano and El 

Paso youth with King’s Kids went on this 
mission trip from June 27 through July 28. 
This story was written while the team was 
still in Armenia. They are all now safely 
home.

Now that we’re in Armenia and 
things have quieted down, I can say 
more about the incident in Istanbul. 
Our team arrived there at the airport, 
which is the third busiest in Europe, 
with nearly a million people per week 
going through it, and went outside to 
wait for the shuttle bus to take us to a 
hotel. We knew our f light to Armenia 
was canceled on May 10 and had already 
made plans. We sat outside the airport 
in our bright yellow team shirts, then 
sent half the kids on the small shuttle. 
It was going to take a long time for the 

f irst one to return in the heavy traff ic, 
so the rest of the team waited until we 
could rent another one.

We had settled into a high security 
hotel (guards, vehicle barriers, searching 
under vehicles coming in for bombs, 
metal detectors, key card operated 
elevators that only allow you to go to 
the f loor you’re staying on) when we got 

word that suicide bombers had attacked 
the airport. Turning on TV and internet 
news, we saw it happened right where 
we had been waiting outside (between 
explosions 2 and 3)!

The Lord knew in advance 
what would happen and He really 
watched out for us! If the timing 
had been just a little different, 
we would have been in the midst 
of it outside. If our f light hadn’t been 
canceled, we would have been inside 
the airport in the chaos, with hundreds 
of people f leeing in all directions.

We went into crisis management 
mode. Some of the kids were really 
scared and I knew our families would be 
panicking. We met to pray and I notif ied 
parents that we were safe. We started 
gathering information from numerous 
sources, including parents with both 
government and mission agency intel. 
We stayed indoors, not knowing if there 
would be additional attacks in the city. 
One mission board stationed a staff 
member outside our hotel to help us 
with an emergency evacuation.

Proverbs 24:6   For by wise 
counsel you will wage your 
own war, And in a multitude of 
counselors there is safety.

Naturally, the kids began posting on 
social media that they were safe, but we 
discovered some of the posts showed 
where we were. Mine even conveniently 

and automatically added a map showing 
exactly how to f ind us! We heard that 
Facebook is easily hackable so I removed 
the map and we had staff go from room 
to room, telling the kids to remove such 
giveaways to our location in the event it 
was being monitored.

Our sources told us multiple, 
coordinated attacks throughout the city 
were likely. We looked out from the 14th 
f loor for signs of explosions and f ires 
but saw none. Sources said the Turkish 
government knew of 35 ISIS f ighters 
who had come to Istanbul, and many of 
them were arrested the next day.

I was up most of that night, realizing 
the responsibility to make very wise 
decisions about what to do.

Be sure to read the conclusion, 
Part 2 in the September 8 issue.
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IN MEMORY OF SARA MARQUEZ

The Hillary Movie

One year ago on 
August 14, Sarah 
Marquez went home to 
be with the Lord. Sara 
was a happy, intelligent 
student at Austin High 
School. She loved art, 
singing, her family 
and most importantly, 
Jesus. Many referred 
to her as an angel on 
earth, as she was such 
a loving, giving, caring 
and concerned person. 
Sara was much loved by 
all who knew her, and is 
very much missed.

Teachers and staff at 
Austin High were great 
while Sarah was going 
through treatment, with 
homebound teachers 
coming to her home to 
keep her on track with 
her studies. In her last 
days, the principal, assistant 
principal and multiple teachers 
from Austin High presented 

Sarah with a graduation cap and 
tassel along with an honorary 
high school diploma. In months 
following her passing staff and 

students arranged a 
tree planting on school 
grounds in Sarah’s 
honor. And, when her 
class graduated a seat 
was saved in the space 
Sarah would have filled, 
and mom Courtney and 
sister Jenny were brought 
on stage to accept a 
diploma in Sarah’s honor. 
The school has also had 
t-shirts made to help raise 
money for the family (See 
ad on page 3).

Sarah suffered much 
following her diagnosis 
with a rare form of 
cancer, but she never 
complained or waivered 
from her faith. She left a 
legacy of strength, dignity 
and grace that touched 
all who knew her. Earth’s 
great loss is Heaven’s 

gain. Sarah is no doubt singing 
with the Heavenly choir.

By Kelly McCullough

On July 22 I ran into Retired 
Pastor Wally Chapman outside 
of Lifeway Christian Bookstore. 
Wally had just come from seeing 
The Hillary Movie, as it was 
opening day for the movie at 
Tinseltown just around the corner. 
Wally told me a bit about the 
movie, handed me $10 and said to 
go see it on him, as soon as I could. 
While we talked I learned that the 
next showing was in 20 minutes 
so, I headed there after we finished 
speaking.

I hadn’t planned on seeing the 
movie when I heard of it because I 
was under the impression it would 
be an endorsement of Hillary 
Clinton. Once I was assured it 
was not I agreed to go. Boy, was 
it an eye opener. I learned so 

many things about the History of 
the United States, our founding 
fathers, slavery, the Democratic 
party and how Hillary’s views and 
position fits in to it all.

All registered voters should 
make a point to see this movie. 
Actually, it would be good for 
everyone to see this movie and 
learn all the facts of where our 
nation has been and where we 
are headed. Most of the insights I 
received were frightening. One, is 
the fact that Margaret Sanger is one 
of Hillary’s role models. Margaret, 
in 1926 started the “Negro Project” 
with Planned Parenthood. She 
wanted to exterminate the 
African Americans. Not only was 
it the hope to abort the African 
American babies which they did, 
but tens of thousands of African 

American women were forcibly 
sterilized. Another frightening 
role model of hers is Saul Alinsky.  
To quote Glenn Beck in “Saul 
Alinsky Part 1” which will be a 
four-part series posted 8-16-2016, 
“Alinsky had become radicalized 
and discontented with the 
United States of America. And 
he wanted to change the nation 
he believed was unfair by doing 
what he enjoyed best: community 
organizing to overthrow the 
system.”  In the movie it discussed 
that Hillary got involved with 
Alinsky at a young age, while still 
in college and believed you needed 
to take over from the inside.

As Americans and as Christians 
we need to be in much prayer for 
our nation, and we need to learn all 
we can about the political process, 
parties, candidates and what each 
stands for.  We need to make sure 
we understand just exactly where 
each plan to take our country and 
what will happen to us as a nation 
under their rule.

I urge especially all voters 
to see this movie, and to be in 
much prayer before making their 
final decision as to who they will 
vote for. As I heard the news 
today – the comment was made 
that the election is in less than 
90 days.  We need to get serious 
about our decisions. It’s not always 
easy to make the choice between 
candidates – most often those who 
are left are not our first, second 
or even third choice. BUT, a 
decision has to be made, so we 
need to determine what is best for 
the country over all. What do you 
want the United States to look like 
in four years?  What kind of future 
do you hope for your children and 
grandchildren?

Each evening when I get 
home and have a chance I’ve 
taken the opportunity to watch 
what I can of the Olympics. 
I haven’t gotten to watch as 
much as I’d like but some. My 
favorite is the gymnastics and 
have gotten to see quite a bit of 
that. I’ve also enjoyed watching 
several of the swimming races. I 
have been so thrilled to see the 
U.S. win so many medals. What 
I’ve seen of the ceremonies 
they’ve all been very gracious. 
They’ve represented the United 
States well.

From what little I’ve heard it 
seems things went better than 
what was thought in Rio. There 
had been so much talk about 
how awful it would be there. 
But, unless I just haven’t heard 
it – it appears all was well. 
Praise God our people are safe. 
They’ve done us proud!

Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the beautiful 

weather we’ve had lately, the 
rain that finally hit at my house 
and the lower temps. Thank You 
for all You do for and provide for 
us.

Father I lift up the Marquez 
family. It’s been a year since 
You called Sarah home and 
the family is still grieving and 
struggling financially. Father 
I pray You comfort them and 
help them to feel Your presence 
surrounding them. Father help 
Courtney to find a great job with 
benefits, and Larry to be able to 
find some form of work he can 

do even with his illness – so that 
they can support their family. Be 
with Jenny, help her to make new 
friends and help her during this 
school year. She misses her big 
sister so much.

I lift up The Messenger Father 
and ask that You put it on the 
hearts and minds of business 
owners to support this ministry. 
I pray that You bless all those 
who have advertised in the past, 
who are currently – and ask 
that they experience increase in 
their businesses because of their 
support of this work. Bless their 
health, families and relationships. 
Help them to prosper, and in 
their prosperity – cause them 
to want to support this ministry 
more, or again if they no longer 
do. Things are getting tougher 
all the time for many of those 
who once advertised or who had 
planned to. Many are waiting 
to see what happens with the 
election before spending money 
on advertising. Father I pray that 
You will help them with finances 
so that they can come on board 
and support this ministry so that 
we can continue to reach the 
communities we serve. Things 
are so difficult financially Lord, I 
am depending on and trusting in 
You to provide. I know that You 
can work miracles still today, and 
ask that You do so and provide for 
this ministry and for my home. I 
can’t do this alone, I need You 
in it with me, beside me all the 
way. Please give me strength and 
wisdom, guide and lead me.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
The Bible talks about 

angels that watch over us and 
protect us and in Bible times 
even spoke to the Disciples. 
But, we believe that family 
members can’t see down 
on us from Heaven because 
there is no pain or sadness 
there. How do we explain 
this? Do those angels not see 
pain or sadness when they 
visit us or the Disciples? 

Answers:
While I am unsure if I’m 

understanding the questions 
properly, I think there might be 
a common misunderstanding 
that equates the departed souls 
of humans with angelic beings. 
Angels are not disembodied human 
beings who have died. Angels are 
separate created beings that exist 
within the heavenly and spiritual 
realm. They interact within our 
earthly and material realm in ways 
ordained by the Lord. Because of 
the Fall and our humanity, our 
means of interacting between the 
spiritual and material realms is 

different than that of angels who, 
generally speaking, serve as God’s 
messengers to us. 

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

You are absolutely right.  God 
does indeed have angels that 
interact with humanity.  And our 
family members who accepted 
Jesus as Savior prior to their 
death are in God’s presence.  I do 
not believe they can see what is 
being experienced by us, in spite 
of the popular notion by many 
that deceased family members 
are watching over us.  The real 
confusion is that most take their 
theology from popular culture 
rather than the Bible.  Angels, 
seraphs and cherubs are all 
heavenly beings, but they are a 
separate creation from humanity.  
The Bible is not clear, but most 
scholars believe they were created 
sometime before God made Adam 
and Eve.  People who die do not 
become angels – please forget all 
about the film “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.”  It’s a fun fiction, but people 
do not die, go to heaven and “earn 
their wings.”  Hebrews 1 speak of 
Jesus as being much higher than 
angels, who are God’s ministering 
spirits.  Humanity was created in 
God’s image, not that of angels 
(Genesis 1-2).  That fact that 
humans are distinct from angels is 
seen clearly in 1 Corinthians 6:1-3 
where we read that God’s saints – 
people who have received Jesus as 
Lord and Savior – will be judges 

over the world, and even will judge 
angels (v. 3).   

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

There is a lot of information 
we do not have about the ministry 
of angels, their knowledge of us 
or their mission in the world. So, 
the answer is left unanswered 
for now. As for our deceased 
family members, they are at rest 
in Paradise. They are no longer 
laboring or carrying any burdens. 
However, Christ Himself is 
interceding for us.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

First, you are correct:  there is 
no biblical evidence that believers 
who have died can either see or 
influence anyone or anything in 
“the land of the living.”  That 
is merely an old Hollywood-
style idea arising from popular 
folklore.  There are several Bible 
passages about the work of angels 
in helping us and protecting us 
(among which are Genesis 32:1; 
Psalm 34:7; 91:11; Mark 1:13; 
Matthew 18:10; Acts 5:19-20; 
27:23-25; Hebrews 1:14; 13:2).  So 
in order to care for us of course 
the angels of God must be able to 
see and be aware of us.  Above all 
however, the Bible makes clear 
their first prerogative is to obey 
God in everything and carry out 
His plans.  But then so must we.

The Bible talks about angels 
that watch over us and protect us 
and in Bible times even spoke to 
the Disciples. But, we believe that 
family members can’t see down on 
us from Heaven because there is 
no pain or sadness there. How do 
we explain this? Do those angels 
not see pain or sadness when they 
visit us or the Disciples?

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

There has always been a 
question as to whether our loved 
ones who are in heaven have an 
understanding on what is taking 
place here on earth. The answer 
to this is that we don’t really 
know. We do know that when sin 
has been judged and we have the 
new heaven and the new earth in 
Revelation 20, that there will be no 
sorrow or crying. We do not want 
to confuse the angelic host with 
saints who are in heaven. When we 
pass to heaven, we do not become 
angels. Angels are the workers 
and messengers of God created by 
Him to serve him and humanity. 
Yes, they have knowledge of what 
is taking place on earth, but the 
saints may not be able to see what 
is taking place day to day. One 
thing I do know is that heaven is 
a blessed place for God’s children 
and there will be nothing that will 
take away our joy and peace.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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At The 
Father’s Feet

Forgiveness
Bitterness and Resent-

ment
Good Day Brothers and Sis-

ters in Christ,
“There’s no room/time for 

resentment in my heart!  I re-
fuse to live a bitter life.” [1]  
These lines from the quota-
tion by Ms. Martinez describe 
perfectly what we are facing 
as consequences of holding a 
grudge and refusing or failing 
to forgive.  Resentment and bit-
terness take a strong toll on our 
emotional and physical bod-
ies, leaving us with additional 
symptoms such as tiredness, 
depression, etc.  Why do we 
put ourselves in such situations 
when all it takes to experience 
relief is forgiveness?  It may or 
may not take dealing directly 
with whoever wronged us, but 
it definitely will require us to 
open our hearts before the Lord 
in prayer.  Only then will we be 
able to again experience peace 
of mind and heart.

As a Christian, do not allow 
bitterness or resentment to rule 
and ruin your life!

“Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice.”  
(Ephesians 4:31)

[1] Quotation by Nandi 
Martinez; used with permis-
sion

Forgiveness
As Long As It Takes

Jesus had just finished teach-
ing how to treat a believer who 
sins [1] when Peter asked how 
often was a duty to forgive the 
believer.  The rabbis taught that 
people should forgive those who 
offend them at least three times; 
however, Peter, attempting to 
show his generosity, asked Jesus 
if seven was enough times to for-
give someone.  Although Jesus 
gave a specific number of times 
to forgive, His answer was ba-
sically that we should not even 
keep track of how many times 
we forgive someone.  How long 
do we have to keep forgiving 
someone who has wronged us?  
The answer has to be, “as long 
as it takes.”

In spite of what may be your 
desire for revenge, you should 
continue to forgive someone 
who has wronged you as long as 
it takes to relieve the pain and 
the desire for revenge!

“Then came Peter to Him, 
and said, ‘Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him? till seven times?’  
Jesus saith unto him, ‘I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times:  
but, Until seventy times seven.’”  
(Matthew 18:21-22)

 [1] Matthew 18:15
May God Richly Bless You 

Today!

If you would like to know 
more about having a rela-
tionship with Christ, please 
contact me at bwoolley-
cpa.@msn.com or bwool-
leyjr@gmail.com

Scripture quotations are 
from the King James Ver-
sion, unless otherwise not-
ed.  (Capitalization of pro-
nouns for God added.)

Archives of At the Father’s 
Feet can be found at atthefa-
thersfeet.wordpress.com,

Spanish translation of 
archives can be found at 
a lospiesdelpadre.word-
press.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet 
at 6:30 pm for Potluck meal, 
Bible study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The group 
also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location of 
meetings call Frances at (915) 
525-3179.

Saturday, August 27th

Great Concert of Mercy 
– St. Pius X Church, 1050 

N. Clark, El Paso, 7:30 pm. 
Enjoy an evening with John 
Michael Talbot, Christian 
music legend, best-selling 
Author and Host of TVs “All 
Things Are Possible”. Tickets 
available online, at St. Pius 
Church, or at The Dental Ark 
(east side).

Saturday, September 10th

El Paso’s Call to Worship 
– Coronado High School, 
Fine Arts Auditorium, 100 
Champions Place, El Paso, 
6:00 pm. It’s time for El Paso 
to come together for a night of 
Spirit-filled praise and worship 
featuring Freddie Rodriguez, 
Broken Vessels and more. It is 
time to break down the walls 
that separate and unite as 
believers in Christ. For more 
info call (915) 760-6943.

Thursday, September 22nd

The Very Next Thing Tour – 

Abraham Chavez Theatre, 1 
Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Presented by 
Compassion International and 
Museum of the Bible. Featuring 
Casting Crowns, Matt Maher 
and Hannah Kerr. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.com.

Sunday, October 9th
The Songs & Stories Tour – 
Plaza Theatre, 125 Pioneer 
Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Presented by KLOVE and 
Show Hope. Featuring all 
your favorite songs and the 
stories behind them with 
Steven Curtis Chapman, 

Third Day’s Mac Powell, 
and Brandon Heath. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.
com.h Kerr. Tickets available 
at ticketmaster.com.

Sunday, October 9th
The Songs & Stories Tour – 
Plaza Theatre, 125 Pioneer 
Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Presented by KLOVE and 
Show Hope. Featuring all your 
favorite songs and the stories 
behind them with Steven 
Curtis Chapman, Third Day’s 
Mac Powell, and Brandon 
Heath. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com.




