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A Crisis and God’s Protection in Istanbul!  Part 2 
Story and Photos Submitted 

by Vinnie Carafano, King’s Kids
 
Editor’s Note: Vinnie Carafano and El 

Paso youth with King’s Kids went on this 
mission trip from June 27 through July 28. 
This story was written while the team was 
still in Armenia. They are all now safely 
home.

We had been advised to stay in our 
separate rooms, avoid the lobby and 
restaurant, and stay away from the 
windows. Would there be more attacks? 
Were we in more danger in a hotel that 
caters to Western tourists or trying to 
get out of the city? There have been 
disastrous terrorist attacks against such 
hotels in some countries. I wasn’t afraid 
but it was a very intense time of asking 
God for wisdom.

The State department and embassy 
knew where we were. I told the kids that 
if the Marines landed a chopper on the 
roof to evacuate us, they would have to 
bring a trailer on it for all the luggage 
the kids brought!

We met the next morning for worship 
and prayer with a YWAM missionary 
doctor and his family who happened 
to be in our hotel, then discussed 
situational awareness, active shooter 
tactics and the difference between cover 
and concealment. At the same time as 
we dealt with the “what if” scenarios, 
we tried not to increase anyone’s level of 
anxiety, and they handled it well. I know 
there were a lot of parents worrying and 
praying back home, and appreciate our 
many friends who prayed for us. We 

found out our f light the 
next day was on schedule 
and prayerfully decided 
to go for it. This was the 
verse that came to my 
mind:

Psalm 105:13-15 
When they went from 
one nation to another, 
From one kingdom to 
another people, He 
permitted no one to do 
them wrong; Yes, He 
rebuked kings for their 
sakes, Saying, “Do not 
touch My anointed ones, 
And do My prophets no 
harm.” 

Part of the rationale 
for leaving is that moving 
a team of 32 anywhere 
is cumbersome and 
complicated. We could 
have holed up in the hotel 
for a couple of days, but 
there was no guarantee it 
would have been safer to 
go out later. If we missed 
our scheduled f light, we 
would lose the money and also have to 
f ind alternate ways to Yerevan. Ground 
transportation doesn’t exist and would 
have been more dangerous anyway. The 
borders between Turkey and Armenia 
are sealed and they have no diplomatic 
relations, due to the genocide in 1915. 
We would have had to put kids in small 
batches on f lights over several days, 
increasing the team’s exposure to the 
airport and additional risks. It was right 

to leave.
The airport reopened surprisingly 

quickly, and we left for our f light to 
Yerevan on the following day 6 hours 
before f light time, trusting God to 
watch out for us. Security was just a 
little higher than usual and it was not as 
tense as we had anticipated. 

There were workmen all over one side 
of the airport, repairing damage from 
the attack. It was a surreal experience to 

eat Popeye’s chicken in the midst of glass 
panels shattered by AK-47 f ire and hand 
grenades! There were 44 killed and 238 
injured right where we had been sitting 
outside and eating inside. The workmen 
were adding multiple layers of heavy 
plastic f ilm to panels that had not been 
damaged... to make them safer for the 
next time this might happen, and also 
replacing broken panels.

On our f light was a Christian leader 
who told us that two people from the 
conference he was attending in Istanbul 
had been there during the attack and 
one girl was shot, although she was 
recovering well.

We really see the Lord’s hand on 
this whole situation. He knew it would 
happen and steered us through the 
entire time. In 36 years of leading young 
people in foreign mission trips, this was 
by far the most dangerous situation our 
teams have faced, although on trips 
without youth to Haiti and India, I’ve 
been in more immediate life threatening 
situations. God is faithful! Thank you 
for your prayers. Please continue to 
pray, as our outreach has just begun.

If you missed Part 1 that ran in 
the August 25th issue, read the full 
story online at www.hismessenger.
wordpress.com
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As I work on this issue we 
are quickly approaching the 
Anniversary of 9/11. It is hard to 
believe it has been 15 years since 
that dreadful day that anyone old 
enough to know what was going 
on – will never forget. We’ll never 
forget where we were or what we 
were doing when it came on the 
news. And we must never forget 
those who lost their lives, were 
injured – and the first responders 
who risked their lives to save 
others.

9/11 seems to have been the 
beginning of just one terrorist 
organization and act after 
another. They all hate America 
and seek to destroy her. May God 
bless our soldiers and all military 
personnel that risk their lives to 
protect this great country that we 
love. 

There will be special 
remembrance services on 9/11 
(see info in article on this page) at 
the Old Glory Memorial on the 
Northeast at Diana and 54. If at 
all possible, if you live locally – 
plan to attend at least one. The 
early morning won’t be an option 
for most of us since it is same time 
as our church services. If that is 
the case for you, I hope you can 
make it to the evening service. 

Since the last issue all students 
should now be back in school. 
It’s amazing how quickly time 
goes by. This hit home when 
school began and my precious 
Kelsey girl entered 6th grade. 
She has now switched buildings 
and is grouped with 7th & 8th 
graders. When I was in school in 

Illinois 6th grade was still part 
of elementary, actually middle 
school which was 4th, 5th and 
6th. For Kelsey, while it is called 
middle school it runs like Junior 
High did for me. She has seven 
teachers and goes classroom to 
classroom and has a locker, etc.  
It just doesn’t seem she should 
be old enough yet to experience 
this. I miss her as the little girl 
bouncing on my knee. 

I’m sure many of you reading 
are experiencing the same 
feelings with children going back 
to school, or grandchildren as in 
my case. We must remember to 
keep all the children in prayer. 
For protection while in school, 
and on their way to and from 
school. 

Precious Heavenly Father –

Thank You for all You 
are for us. You’re our Abba 
Father (daddy), Provider, Great 
Physician – just to name a few. 
Thank You for all You do for us, 
while none of us deserve a thing 
You do. Thank You for Your 
forgiveness and accepting us just 
as we are, flaws and all – and 
helping us to change the things 
You need us to. Thank You for 
Your unconditional love and gift 
of Salvation.

Father I lift up those who were 
injured and still deal with affects 
from 9/11. I lift up the families of 
those who lost their lives. I lift up 
all the first responders and people 
who helped in any way. Lord 
I pray for comfort for all those 
living and dealing with memories 
of what happened that day, what 
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was lost, who was lost. Many 
are still in pain and grieving, I 
pray that You bring them peace 
that comes only from You, and 
help them to feel Your presence 
surrounding them.

Father I lift up all school 
children everywhere as they have 
recently entered a new school 
year. Lord, protect them all on 
their way to and from school, 
whether they walk, take a bus, 
are taken by parents. Protect 
them while at school, in the class 
rooms, hallways, lunch rooms, on 
the grounds. Don’t allow bullying 
or harmful acts. I pray Father that 
any who would have thoughts of 

doing such things to the children 
will be convicted right away and 
turn from doing evil. Father we 
know that the effects of bullying 
can and most often does stay with 
people even through adulthood. 
Many who are bullied turn into 
bullies. Please Lord stop this 
cycle and help our young people 
to turn around and desire only 
to be kind to one another. Help 
us as adults to remember to pray 
for the children in our lives every 
day, for protection, and ability to 
learn all they can while at school, 
and to grow up knowing You and 
serving You.

Father I lift up The Messenger. 

You know the situation. I need 
Your help locating new clients 
and / or returning clients that 
will be willing and able to support 
this ministry. Several have fallen 
out over the past few months due 
to finances or changing company 
budgets, making it more and 
more difficult to cover expenses. I 
ask often if I am to continue, and 
thus far don’t feel Your release of 
this work. So, Father to keep this 
going there has to be supporters: 
churches, or individuals that 
will utilize advertising to 
promote their services, events, 
Bible studies. And businesses to 
advertise what they have to offer, 
or services they provide. I pray 
blessings on all who currently 
advertise and ask Father that 
You will cause their business or 
organization to prosper. Please 
bless their businesses, families, 
health and finances. 

I pray blessings on all who 
read any part of these pages Lord. 
Speak to their hearts as they read 
and draw those who are lost to 
Yourself, and those who have 
strayed – cause them to return to 
a relationship with You.

I love You Lord and thank 
You for these years of using me in 
service to You in this way. Help 
me, lead me, guide me – walk 
beside me each day and help me 
to turn this around and continue 
to reach our communities for 
You.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

El Paso Texas Flags Across 
America will commemorate the 
15th Anniversary of 9/11 and 
the victims who fell that day.

Everyone is encouraged to 
attend on Sunday, September 
11 at the Old Glory Memorial 
(corner of Diana and 54) for the 
commemoration of this tragic 
event in American history.

The ceremony will run from 
8:00 am to 10:00 am with a 

wreath laying, followed by a 
commemorative service / tolling 
of bells.

Come together again from 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm at the flagpole 
at same location to celebrate 
commitment of unity and pride 
for our country. Celebration to 
include live music, guest artists, 
and Texas BBQ. Bring your 
lawn chairs and coolers. No glass 
containers or alcohol permitted.

9/11 Anniversary



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My wife and I have 

struggled financially since 
moving to EP. I work very 
long hours and volunteer for 
all over time possible. My 
wife is still unable to find 
work in her field here as she is 
not bilingual. We had no idea 
this would be an issue when 
moving here 3 years ago. We 
have continued to tithe to our 
new church although have 
been unable to meet all our 
other debts. However, now 
it is becoming impossible 
to skip old debt and the only 
way to pay those is to skip 
tithing until these are paid 
in full. My wife is fearful 
that this will cause us to fall 
out of God’s will, and will be 
sin against Him. I remind 
her that it is also the Lord’s 
will that we pay our debts. 
These things must be paid, 
and without two incomes 
as we had before our family 
can’t pay the back debt and 
tithe. Do you have words of 
wisdom I can share with my 
wife?  Will we be out of the 
Lord’s will during the time 
we are unable to tithe?  Also, 
she feels if we can’t tithe 
we should not attend. I feel 
we are to attend regardless 

of ability to give. Which is 
correct?

Answers:
My dear brother in Christ. What 

you and your wife are currently 
experiencing are major, and I’m 
grateful to God for you taking the 
initiative to lead you and your wife 
through this difficult time in God’s 
grace and in a manner that honors 
our Lord Jesus. Praise and thanks 
be to God for your faithfulness. 
Brother, you are absolutely 
correct on one account: do not 
stop attending your new church 
regardless of your ability to give 
financially. Rather, I encourage 
you to please talk about all this 
with your pastor. Pray with your 
elders and read God’s Word with 
them, so they may faithfully and 
lovingly shepherd you and your 
wife through this very difficult 
time; being assured of the love and 
mercy of Christ Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd.  

Pastor Marc Wilson 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM)

The solution to your problem is 
easy in some ways (and is endorsed 
by financial leaders like Dave 
Ramsey).  Make your debt payments 
the priority, and give what you can 
to your local church!  Eventually 
you may be able to tithe again.  You 
do not earn God’s favor by giving, 
tithing, or by doing neither of the 
two!!  If you are a believer, you are 
already fully in God’s favor.  So 
put that worry away please, once 
and for all!  Being a border town, 
yes, El Paso employers tend to hire 
people who can speak English and 
Spanish fluently; but there are 
many other jobs available there 
that do not require bilingualism.  

Your wife should be open to some 
flexibility here.  Instead of praying 
specifically for a job in her field, just 
pray for a job in general.  Then be 
willing to take whatever Jesus sends 
your way.  In doing this, make your 
actions part of your prayer:  keep 
on applying for work, but cast 
your nets wider.  Apply to more 
things.  Expand the scope of your 
creativity in terms of what you can 
do and what you have done in the 
past.  God is more concerned with 
your finances (and indebtedness) 
than you are.

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

Many people are facing 
financial issues. Concerning the 
tithe, in the Old Testament, the 
tithe was to keep the temple and 
the priests who minister there. It 
was like our income tax today. 
We pay our tax today to the 
government to keep the nation 
going. The New Testament tells us 
to give, 2 Corinthians 9:6 says “he 
who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly.” You may not be able to 
tithe but give what you can and do 
it with joy. Concerning your bills, 
listen to Dave Ramsey, who says 
get any kind of work you can until 

a better job comes to you. Pick out 
your smallest dept, pay them off 
and go to the higher. You may be 
able to also negotiate on the older 
debts and pay a smaller amount. 
But you have to continue to attend 
church and know God loves you 
even though finances are tight. 
Don’t quit attending and not quit 
giving. Give what you can until 
you can return to tithing.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

You are going through a test 
of your faith ( James 1:3-5). Being 
faithful to God is your number 
one key to receiving His help. 
Check your reason for tithing. Is 
it so that God will bless you and 
prosper you or is it to bless Him 
and love Him with all your being. 
Have you shared your need with 
a pastor who is an authority over 
your spiritual life?

Above all else, seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)
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Declaration Of Release
We are selfish by nature. 
Nobody had to teach us to 
want things our way. When 
someone doesn’t do things 
our way, we try to change 
them, to make them conform 
to what we believe is right 
and best. We may feel that 
someone is heading in the 
wrong direction, and we want 
to get him or her on the track 
we believe to be right. We 
may call it concern, but it 
really may be selfishness and 
control. No matter how right 
we may be, we are wrong to 
try to control others and make 
them conform to our desires, 
even our godly desires. It is 
God’s job to change people, 
not ours. Be careful of trying 
to control others. Give them 
to God so He can accomplish 
His perfect will in their lives.

Make this declaration of 
release as often as necessary.

Because Jesus Christ is my 
Lord, I free you from my 
anxiety, fears, and control.

I trust the Holy Spirit to lead 
you and show you the way 
that is right for you, the way 
of love, joy, and peace and all 
that salvation includes.

I place you at God’s throne of 
grace. I cannot force my will 
on you. 

I cannot live your life for you. 
I give you to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are a very special person. 
As much as I love you, God 
loves you more. 

Your life today is totally in 
His hands, and I trust Him 
with it.

In Jesus’ name...

I release you from my 
expectations,
I place you on open palms 
to the Lord. I give you my 
blessings.

I let you go.

In His love,

(Signature)                                       

(Date)

It is God who works in you 
to will and to act according 
to His good purpose. Being 
confident of this, that He who 
began a good work in you will 
carry it to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus (Phi 
2:13, 1:6).

Taken from Prayer 
Portions, pg 93 © Sylvia 
Gunter, 1991, 1995
An archive of past 
devotionals is available at 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com
Used by permission of 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com.

Send info about your upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the event as The 
Messenger prints every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American Steakburger, 
701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
For Christian business owners who desire to run 
their business to glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. For more info 
and to RSVP call Cris Green (915) 252-3655. 

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and Program. Program to 
be announced. Guests welcome. For more info call 

(915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@gmail.com.

Second Saturday of each Month

Christian Singles Bible Study – Christian 
Singles ages 30 to 65 from across El Paso meet 
at 6:00 pm for Potluck meal, Bible study and 
fellowship. No child care available. The group 
also gets together for other social events as they 
arise. For more info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Saturday, September 10th

El Paso’s Call to Worship – Coronado High 
School, Fine Arts Auditorium, 100 Champions 
Place, El Paso, 6:00 pm. It’s time for El Paso to 
come together for a night of Spirit-filled praise 
and worship featuring Freddie Rodriguez, Broken 
Vessels and more. It is time to break down the 
walls that separate and unite as believers in 
Christ. For more info call (915) 760-6943.

Thursday, September 22nd

The Very Next Thing Tour – Abraham Chavez 
Theatre, 1 Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Presented by Compassion International and 
Museum of the Bible. Featuring Casting Crowns, 
Matt Maher and Hannah Kerr. Tickets available 
at ticketmaster.com.

Sunday, October 9th

The Songs & Stories Tour – Plaza Theatre, 
125 Pioneer Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. Presented 
by KLOVE and Show Hope. Featuring all your 
favorite songs and the stories behind them 
with Steven Curtis Chapman, Third Day’s Mac 
Powell, and Brandon Heath. Tickets available 
at ticketmaster.com.Show Hope. Featuring all 
your favorite songs and the stories behind them 
with Steven Curtis Chapman, Third Day’s Mac 
Powell, and Brandon Heath. Tickets available at 
ticketmaster.com.
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