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Don’t Go It Alone, You Were Made for Community
By Christina Fox

While visiting family in Alaska this past 
summer, I asked our cousins about the best 
places to go hiking.

Then I asked my most important question: 
“What about the bears?” I asked.

“Attacks usually happen when people go 
by themselves,” she responded. “That’s what 
happened to a woman last week. She was 
running alone and got caught between a cub 
and a momma bear.”

“We don’t need to go hiking while we’re 
here....” I said.

“We are safer if we all go together,” she 
said.

Doing Life Alone vs. In Community
We once were a society that centered 

around family. Multiple generations often 
lived together under one roof and when 
families did live separately, they never moved 
very far. These days, we are more of an 
individualistic culture. We rely on ourselves. 
We live far away from where we were raised. 

Our connections with other people take 
place most often in the workplace. But those 
connections are usually shallow, fickle, and 
short lived.

In the church, we see this sense of 
individualism and disconnectedness as 
well. Many people serially date churches, 
never staying in one place very long. Some 

may stake a claim on a church but remain 
distant and on the margins, attending only 
when something better isn’t going on. And 
then there are those who may indeed have 
a committed relationship with a church but 
they are not all in. They aren’t fully known 
by their community. They don’t rely on the 
Body when they are struggling or in need. 

Instead, they wear masks that cover the pain 
of their lives, pretending that everything’s 
okay, even though it’s not.

Yet individualism and doing life on our 
own is not part of God’s design. After all, 
God is a community in himself. Existing for 
all of eternity past, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit have enjoyed 
the love and fellowship of their perfect 
triune community. In creating mankind, 
God desired for us to participate in that 
community and know the perfect and joyous 
love the Godhead share.

But God didn’t stop there. He didn’t create 
man to be in community with him alone. 
After he created the world and Adam, God 
said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him” 
(Genesis 2:18). God created man and woman 
to be in community together, to create 
families and live together, bearing the image 
of and reflecting the three-in-one God.

Scripture is all about community. God 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY - I 
feel awful I failed to wish my 
grandkids, Kelsey and Aiden 
a Happy Birthday in my 
column in the last issue. I ran 
their birthday ad, but failed to 
mention here. Aiden (Sept. 17) 
and Kelsey (Sept. 21) – I wish 
I could have been with you to 
celebrate your birthdays. I miss 
you and I love you very much! 
I enjoyed talking on the phone 
and getting to SKYPE with 
you at least.

BIG THINGS – You may 
remember three years or so 
ago I wrote about Big things 
in my small home town of 
Casey, Illinois. At that time, a 
local business owner hoping to 
draw attention to and boost the 
economy in Casey had created 
three “World’s Largest” items 
and placed them around town 
to draw tourists to town. I had 
a little bit of time while I was 
home to scout about around 
town to visit other things he’s 
created since then. There 
wasn’t time to complete the 
story for this issue – but plan 
to check it out in the next issue, 
dated October 27.

PRECIOUS HEAVENLY 
FATHER –

Thank You Father for all You 
have done and continue to do 
for each one of us. Thank You 
again for my Pastor and church, 
CVC, for making it possible for 

my trip to Illinois to be with 
my Mom. Thank You that I 
got to watch and be part of her 
progress towards healing, and 
that she has continued to make 
great strides toward healing 
since I left. Thank You for the 
opportunity to catch up with 
extended family and friends 
while I was back home, and 
ability to attend church while 
there.

I lift up my Mom, Father and 
ask that You touch her body 
and heal her completely. Help 
her to follow doctor orders 
and to take it easy, rest when 
she should, work hard during 
therapy when she should – and 
to be still and know that You 
are God, and You will heal in 
Your time. I am thankful she 
is a believer, and trusts in You 
completely for everything. Help 
me Father to trust her in Your 
hands. It was so hard to see her 
in pain, and to leave her.

I lift up Feleisha and family as 
they work to sort through years 
of belongings of their folks who 
have both passed away. Help 
them as they face long hours 
of hard work sorting, pitching, 
donating, selling, things that 
belonged to those they loved so 
much.

Thank You Father for the 
blessings You have poured 
on me recently. Words aren’t 
enough, but I know that You 
know my heart and know how 
grateful I am.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

chose the Israelites to be his people. 
“And I will walk among you and 
will be your God, and you shall 
be my people” (Leviticus 26:12). 
They lived and worshipped him 
together in community. Following 
the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Christ, God then 
instituted the church, the Body of 
Christ as a community of believers. 
“Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.” (1 
Corinthians 12:27).

Here’s what Paul Tripp says 
in his book, Whiter Than Snow: 
Meditations on Sin and Mercy, “We 
weren’t created to be independent, 
autonomous, or self-sufficient. We 
were made to live in a humble, 
worshipful, and loving dependency 
upon God and in a loving and 
humble interdependency with 
others. Our lives were designed to 
be community projects. Yet, the 
foolishness of sin tells us that we have 

all that we need within ourselves. 
So we settle for relationships that 
never go beneath the casual. We 
defend ourselves when the people 
around us point out a weakness 
or a wrong. We hold our struggles 
within, not taking advantage of the 
resources God has given us.” (p. 
147)

Safer Together
Not only were we created to be 

in community but we also need 
community. As I learned hiking 
in the Alaskan mountains, there is 
safety in numbers. Though there 
aren’t bears out there in everyday 
life, there are wolves who seek to 
destroy us. False theology abounds 
at every turn. Satan and his legions 
try to distract us with temptations. 
Our own sin leads us astray. We 
need godly brothers and sisters to 
watch our back. We need to be 
connected in community where we 
can all be on alert together for the 
dangers that are all around us.

The truth is, we need each 
other. We need to trust, rely on, 
and depend upon other believers. 
God gave us each other to walk 
alongside, encourage, and spur 
one another one in the faith. The 
writer to the Hebrews says, “And 
let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near” 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). James 5:16 
says, “Therefore, confess your sins 
to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.” We 
are to carry each other’s burdens 
(Galatians 6:2), care for each 
other’s practical needs (Romans 
12:13, Hebrews 13:16), warn each 
other of sin (1 Thessalonians 5:14) 
and rejoice and mourn with each 
other (Romans 12:15).

Despite my concern about the 
bears, we did end up going hiking 
and I enjoyed every moment of it. 
Though we saw evidence of bear 
activity on the trail, we never saw 
a single one. As our cousin said, 
we were safer together. And we are 
safer together in the community of 
the Body of Christ as well. Though 
society might tell us that we can do 
life on our own, God’s word tells 
us that we simply can’t function 
without each other (1 Corinthians 
12). We need each other and we 
need community.

For Reflection: Do you know what it 
means to be in community, where you are 
safer together? What do you think keeps 
people from engaging in real community?

 Christina Fox is a counselor and 
writer. Read more from Christina at www.
toshowthemjesus.com. You can follow her 
on Twitter @toshowthemjesus.

Originally posted on www.
christianity.com.  Used by permission of 
Christianity.comFlower Shop
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By Kelly McCullough

Large number of students and 
adults gather around the flag pole 
to pray outside of Bonnette Jr 
High School in Deer Park, TX.   
Photo by Jenna Foix.

On Wednesday, September 28 
students across the globe gathered 
around flag poles outside their 
schools. They gathered early, prior 
to the start of their school day 
to pray for their school, friends, 
family, church, community and 
anything that came up as they 
prayed.

It is estimated by the Baptist 
Press that one million or more 
participated in See You at the 
Pole events in the United States 
and 63 foreign countries. See 
You at the Pole is an annual, 
interdenominational Christian 
outreach that began in 1990, 
now marking 25 years and going 
strong.

Since these events are prior to 
the start of school, and are held 
outside and led by students there 

are no U.S. laws violated in regards 
to prayer in school. Students 
in public and private schools 
alike participate. Most schools 
will allow this outreach among 
students, but in cases when school 
administration will not allow it, 
the students are encouraged to 
participate in a location nearby 
off of school property.

It is a wonderful thing when 
young people see the value to 
take part in this outreach. They 
understand the importance prayer 
has in their lives, and how it 
affects their family, friends, school 

life and community. As parents, 
grandparents, family friends or 
just adults in the community we 
should all pray regularly for our 
young people, their teachers, the 
schools in our community, and 
our community at large. Even if 
we have no school age children it 
is important to remember that as 
the old saying goes, “Children are 
out future.”  We need to pray for 
our future generation as they will 
be leaders of our nation before 
we know it. Pray they remain on 
the right path with Jesus as their 
guide.

See You at The Pole

Continued from cover
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Often in our prayer life 

when seeking the Lord’s 
guidance my husband and 
I tend to ask for a sign that 
something is of his leading. 
Many times we receive a 
sign and believe it to be 
from the Lord. Matthew 
16:4 states, “Only an evil, 
adulterousgeneration would 
dem and a miraculous 
sign...”  Does this mean it 
is sinful when we’ve prayed 
in this way? And therefore 
that what we saw as a sign 
is not actually from the 
Lord? Is there perhaps other 
scripture references that 
reveals it is okay to seek 
signs from the Lord?

Answers:

When talking about signs 
we always want to check the 
Word of God to have a better 
understanding of what Jesus was 
speaking to.  In Matthew 12:38 
and Mark 8:11 the Pharisees were 
wanting Jesus to do a miracle on 
command to prove He was the 
Messiah.  Jesus refused to do this 
because He knew they would not 
accept the miracle or Him as the 
Son of God. He had already done 
thousands of miracles in their 
presence.  When seeking direction 
in a situation we don’t always need 
a fleece but we can wait upon the 
Lord and in most cases He will 
speak to our spirit. Often times 
two people praying for direction 
will come to the same opinion of 
agreement.  I don’t think it is a sin 
to ask for a visible representation 
from the Father.  But understand, 
the evil one can put signs out there 
as well. So search the Word of 
God concerning an issue to make 
sure it follows His will and seek 
confirmation from others who 
are praying.  I don’t think there is 
only one way that God will speak 
to you.  Be open to the leadership 
of His Spirit.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

The reference in Matthew 
16 was aimed at unbelievers not 
believers. Isaiah 7:11 says, Ask 
The Lord for a sign, whether 
in the deepest depths or in the 
highest heights. While king 
Ahaz would not ask for one, God 
himself gave Ahaz a sign. The 
sign was the birth of Immanuel. 
If God wants to give you a sign 
about something He will do it just 
to encourage you in your faith.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

There have been times when my 
wife and I have asked in prayer for a 
sign from God. But this has not been 
often!  (Maybe only three times in 34 
years of marriage.) You definitely are 
in excess of this, and I believe it is a 
problem for you and your husband. 
You rightly cited Matthew 16:4 as 
Jesus’ final word against seeking a 
sign.  But go back and please read 
the entire context of this in Matthew 
16:1-12. The reason Jesus does NOT 
want his people seeking signs from 
God is because since He has come 
to this world we are now perfectly 
able to receive ALL of our answers 
directly from Him. This is what His 
incarnation means for us once we 
become believers.  Jesus, living in us, 

enables us to know the will of God. 
If we need to know something more 
precise from God about specific 
matters, we do three things:  1.)  we 
keep at prayer, and involve others in 
our quest; 2.)  we fast as necessary 
so we can concentrate on learning 
God’s will; and 3.)  we seek other 
wise, experienced Christians for 
their counsel. These three means 
of grace have worked perfectly well 
for countless other Christians and 
for nearly two thousand years. Use 
them.  

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

If you read the scripture in 
context it’s talking about the 
Pharisees and Saducees asking 
for a sign that Jesus was the son 
of God. I don’t think there’s 
anything wrong with asking for a 
sign in prayer. 

Associate Pastor Rick Roberson 
The Branch Church

(Chaparral, NM)
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By Sylvia Gunter

I read again what Jesus 
said in answer to the 
question of the disciples, 
“What must we do to do the 
work of God?” Jesus replied, 
“Believe... “ ( John 6:28-
29). That is our work. Paul 
wrote, “God’s work, which is 
by faith” (1 Tim 1:4).

This is good news. My 
work for him is faith. I 
remembered that in the 
Complete Jewish Bible faith 
is always translated TRUST, 
for that’s what it means. That 
puts a different spin on it, 
doesn’t it? My work for him 
is TRUST.

Romans 1:17 Complete 
Jewish Bible (CJB) “But the 
person who is righteous will 
live his life by trust.”

Hebrews 11:6 (CJB) 
And without trusting, it is 
impossible to be well pleasing 
to God, because whoever 
approaches him must trust 
that he does exist and that 
he becomes a Rewarder to 
those who seek him out.

Ephesians 6:16 (CJB) 
Always carry the shield of 
trust, with which you will 
be able to extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil 
one.

1 Corinthians 13:13 (CJB) 
But for now, three things last 
- trust, hope, love...

So let’s return to the 
question: “What must we 
do to do the work of God?” 
Jesus replied, “Trust...”

God asks us to trust 

that He loves us...
that He is with us this 

moment...
that He rewards those 

who seek Him...
that He will provide in 

the future as He has in the 
past...

that He is working all 
things together for our 
good...

that He is directing us and 
living His life through us...

that He continually gives 
the wisdom we need...

that He hears and answers 
our prayers.

Easy to say, harder 
sometimes for the heart to 
fully do.  Father, we want 
to trust you with all things 
today. 

© Sylvia Gunter, 2014. Sylvia 
is the founder of The Father’s 
Business and has authored over 
15 books. Her passion is to lead 
people into a deeper understanding 
of God’s heart through prayer.

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

Every Thursday

Genesis Bible Study – Revival 
Fire Bookstore, 2645 Missouri 
Ave., Ste. 5, Las Cruces, 6:30 
pm. The book of beginnings 
lays out foundational principles 
for life on earth and beyond. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
info call (575) 642-1003.

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 

Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social 
and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 
9:00 pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. 
Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet at 
6:00 pm for Potluck meal, Bible 
study and fellowship. No child 
care available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For more 
info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Sunday, October 9th

The Songs & Stories Tour 
– Plaza Theatre, 125 Pioneer 
Plaza, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 
Presented by KLOVE and 
Show Hope. Featuring all your 
favorite songs and the stories 
behind them with Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Third Day’s Mac 
Powell, and Brandon Heath. 
Tickets available at ticketmaster.
com.

Thursday, October 13th

As Family We Go Tour - Christ 

Community Church, 2960 N. 
Scenic Drive, Alamogordo, 
NM, 7:00 pm. Featuring Rend 
Collective and Urban Rescue. 
Hailing from Northern Ireland, 
Rend Collective’s authentic 
and energetic style of worship 
attracts and international 
audience. Tickets range from 
$19.50 to $50, available at 
www.ticketfly.com.

Saturday, October 15th

Fall Festival – Immanuel 
Baptist Church, 1201 Hawkins 
Blvd., El Paso, 12:00 pm – 3:00 
pm. Enjoy carnival type games, 
prizes, face painting, music, 
and more. Bring the whole 
family and enjoy. Admission is 
FREE! Can food donations will 
be accepted.

Wednesday, October 19th

EntreLeadership 1 - Day Live 
Stream – Hope City Community 
Church, 6115 Woodrow Bean, 
El Paso, 7:50 am – 3:00 pm. 
This full day event will feature 
Dave Ramsey, Chris Hogan 
and Christy Wright. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to bring your 
team and learn how to harness 
the best qualities of both your 
entrepreneurial and leadership 
skills. Doors open at 7:00 am 
and admission is free. For more 

info call (915) 600-6251 or email 
howdy@hopecitycc.org

Friday & Saturday, November 
18th & 19th

Fresh Grounded Faith – 
5605 Bataan Memorial West, 
Las Cruces, NM, Friday 7:00 
pm – 9:30 pm; Saturday 9:00 
am – 12:30 pm. An area-
wide women’s event featuring 
Jennifer Rothschild, Liz Curtis 
Higgs and Michael O’Brien. 
See website for complete list 
of co-host churches. Early Bird 
(through Oct.24), After Early 
Bird (after Oct. 24) and at Door 
pricing (if tickets still available). 
Order tickets by calling (575) 
524-0654 ext. 101 OR visit 
www.freshgroundedfaith.com.

Wednesday, November 30th

Christmas with Michael W. 
Smith – Abraham Chavez 
Theatre, One Civic Center Plaza, 
El Paso, 8:00 pm. Michael W. 
Smith will be joined by “The 
Voice” winner Jordan Smith 
and the El Paso Symphony 
Orchestra. Tickets range from 
$33.50 - $78.50. To order 
tickets visit www.epso.org, 
ticketmaster.com, or call (915) 
532-3776.
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Congratulations 
Jaysen & Stephanie

on your 
beautiful 
baby girl

Samantha Lynn
born 9/28

8 pounds 19 inches


