
Story & Photos by Kelly McCullough

Three plus years ago during a visit to my hometown 
of Casey, Illinois I visited the sites of the then newly 
constructed “World’s Largest” items that had been 
recorded as Guinness Book of World Record holders. 
At that time there were four, which I shared a story and 
photos in this paper about. At that time there were the 
World’s Largest wind chime, accepted into the record 
book in December 2011; and crochet hook, knitting 
needles, and golf tee accepted into the record book in 
May of 2013. All attractions have been created by Jim 
Bolin, owner of Bolin Enterprises, Inc., and his team of 
highly skilled craftsman and employees.

Several weeks ago I was blessed with a trip home to be 
with my Mom following an accident. During my days there 
I was able to drive through the small town of just under 
3,000 to see the newest attractions. Since my last visit, 
Bolin and his team had constructed four more “World’s 
Largest” Guinness Book of World Record holders, which 
are wooden shoes, mailbox, rocking chair, and pitchfork. 
Along with these, also on display throughout town are 
many other “Big Things” that are not record holders but 
are very large. These are a bird cage, wooden token, toy 
glider plane, rocking horse, pencil and yardstick.

During this trip in September I had the opportunity 
to visit the Big Things in a Small Town Workshop. In 

the workshop I got to see a few of the next items in the 
works for display, which were two different styles of ball 
bats, and a large gavel. Next will be the World’s Largest 
see saw.

The workshop sits downtown prominently behind 
the lot of the wind chimes and Whitling Whimsy Café. 
Tourists who visit the World’s Largest items drop in at 
the Café for a meal, snack or simply something to drink. 
Outside the Café is a sign welcoming visitors to tour the 
workshop. During my tour I met a large family who also 
had travelled from Texas 
and were on their way to 
Indianapolis for a Christian 
Conference and decided 
to travel early to have time 
to stop in to visit the large 
attraction. In speaking with 
one of the woodworkers that 
day, I learned that there 
had been five other Texas 
families that had stopped in 
that particular week-end.

I also attended a book 
signing held at Whitling 
Wimsy wherein Jim Bolin and 
many of the other craftsman 
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By Kelly McCullough

On Thursday, October 7 
Pregnancy Help Center and 
Fatherhood Help Services hosted the 
movie, “Voiceless”.  Two theaters in 
the new Cinemark Movie Theater 
in far East El Paso were reserved for 
this evening.

A young man, Jesse Dean, recently 
discharged from the military and his 
wife return to her hometown for him 
to assume the position of Outreach 
Leader at her childhood church. As 
he is making strides in connecting 
with people in the general vicinity 
of the church it becomes apparent 
to him that across the street is a 
booming abortion clinic.

He begins to seek out ways 
to discourage people from 
going there, and help from his 
church congregation to join him. 
Unfortunately, most of the dwindling 
members of the church are afraid to 
get involved, not wanting to upset 
the community. Jesse is approached 

outside the church by a young lady 
preparing to go to the clinic. She asks 
if God will forgive her for what she is 
about to do. He tries to explain to her 
that there are other alternatives, but 
she breaks away and enters the clinic. 
Within days the girl is distraught 
over what she has done and commits 
suicide. Jesse sees her picture in the 
paper and this sets him on fire to do 
something to help these women and 
the unborn.

Throughout the movie Jesse 
encounters great opposition, but he 
continues his fight – feeling in his 
heart that he must do something to 
help protect the innocent lives of the 
unborn – those without a voice. He is 
arrested, beaten, nearly loses his job 
– as the church wants him to back 
away. But, still he presses on. After 
all, when God speaks to us and we 
know what is right and what is wrong 
– isn’t that what we should do?

This is a wonderful movie that 
does not condemn those who have 
had abortions, as critics may say. 

Rather – it portrays a man and 
then finally his wife and church that 
desire to love on the people of their 
community. They want to make sure 
women can make informed decisions 
about their body and lives of their 
unborn. It is a known fact that 
clinics most often tell women with an 
unplanned pregnancy that this is just 
tissue, it isn’t a baby yet. This just is 
not truth. Life begins at conception.

If you or someone you know 
have ended up in the situation of 
an unplanned pregnancy and don’t 
know what to do – please visit with 
the wonderful people at Pregnancy 
Help Center, 3585 Lee Trevino, El 
Paso, (915) 591-1343. They will go 
over all your options, share truth 
with you about each of them, and in 
the end, it is still your decision to be 
made. Don’t make a hasty decision. 
Be sure to be well informed of the 
ramifications of each possible choice. 
The staff at PHC will always treat 
you with respect, show God’s love, 
and speak only truth.

So hard to believe, but 
here we are at the last issue of 
October – which means The 
Messenger is celebrating its 
Nine Year Anniversary!! A huge 
THANK YOU goes out to all 
who have supported this work 
in any way. Many of you have 
been on board praying for this 
ministry and for me personally 
– and I am incredibly grateful. 
Knowing that there are others 
out there praying is what helps 
keep me going and the toughest 
of days. Another huge THANK 
YOU to all who are and have 
supported the paper through 
their advertising dollars. These 
supporters are necessary to 
keep going, and were it not for 
God using you to support the 
ministry it would not be here. 
Also, THANK YOU to all the 
readers who faithfully pick up 
each issue or visit the site to read 
online. If there weren’t interested 
readers in the communities we 
serve – there would be no need 
to publish.

I pray the Lord blesses each 
and every one of you. I am 
grateful for each of you. And I 
ask for your continued prayers 
and support as we embark on 
yet another year.

WRITE YOUR STORY
A few weeks ago at church 

Pastor Larry Lamb spoke about 
the importance of writing our 
story, documenting in writing 
(handwritten or typed) our story 
of how we came to faith in Christ, 
those who were instrumental in 
leading us towards Christ, and 
how Jesus changed our lives. 

Also of importance – describing 
times in our lives we struggled 
for one reason or another, and 
how we remained faithful, and 
how God worked it all out for 
good, etc.

Visit  www.ceilovista.org 
and watch and listen to the full 
message – and that will surely 
prompt you to action!

I think this would be a great 
legacy to leave behind for our 
kids, grandkids, and future 
generations. Perhaps our story, 
read one day by a lost relative 
will be a stepping stone in 
leading them to Christ. We 
could play a part in their walk 
with the Lord even after we are 
gone from this earth.

Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for all You have 

done to carry us through. 
When we think we can’t go on, 
You are there to lift us up and 
carry us through. Thank You 
for using me in this manner 
to serve You for the past nine 
years. I pray You will continue 
to use The Messenger to bless 
people, Christians as well as the 
unsaved. I pray there is always 
at least one thing that speaks to 
their hearts and causes them to 
draw nearer to You.

Father, I lift up the upcoming 
election to You. By the time of 
the next issue of this paper we 
will know the results. Father, 
we know regardless of who is 
in office You are in control. We 
pray Lord that the person elected 
will seek Your will and turn this 
country around for good.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

Protecting the Voiceless

who designed and crafted the 
attractions were on hand signing 
the newest Guinness Book of 
World Records for all who want a 
keepsake on the attractions.

Jim Bolin is a believer and man 
of faith. Each of these attractions 
are inscribed with a Scripture 
verse. Jim is a man who loves his 
hometown and was saddened 
by the decline in past years. He 
wanted to do something to help 

Jim Bolin signs Guinness Book of World Records outside 
Whitling Whimsy, in Casey, IL.

the economy and to show his 
love and pride in his community. 
During vacations with his family 
he had noticed how other small 
towns had some sort of attraction 
to draw in outsiders, tourists that 
would come to town at least for 
the day. As the number of items 
on display has grown – so has the 
number of visitors drawn to Casey. 
Tour buses bring them in, while 
others drive their own vehicles. 
Casey nestles comfortably in the 
middle of St. Louis, MO and 
Indianapolis, IN on Interstate 
70 so is an easy trek for travelers 
coming from either direction. 
Maps showing the location of all 
the attractions are available at a 
number of locations in town to aid 
travelers in their quest to see them 
all.

Most of the items are situated 
in downtown and nearby so most 
park in the area of the Café and 
walk all over the downtown area. 
When I was there many were 
passing me on my trek through 
downtown, and they would stop 
at each attraction and take turns 
taking photos of each other. There 
are those that are somewhat 
interactive – such as the mailbox, 
you can take stairs built up to it 
and stand inside the mailbox. You 
can actually put a piece of mail 
in the slot and make the red lever 
on the side move showing there is 
mail to be picked up!  And, you 
can actually swing on the swing 
inside the bird cage.

The attractions have created 
great positive impact on Casey. 
The economy has gotten better, 
and more unique businesses have 
opened. If you are looking for 
something different and unique to 
do as you travel, I hope you will 
look into and consider spending 
some time in Casey, Illinois. 
Visit their website at www.
bigthingssmalltown.com to learn 
more.

Continued from cover
Big Things



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My fiancé and I rented a 

house together to cut costs 
so we could save for our 
wedding. I recently began 
going to church and got 
saved. This week a lady at 
church said it is sinful to 
live together if you aren’t 
married. I’m new to all this 
so my question is: is it OK 
since we are getting married 
next year? If we move out we 
will lose a lot on the deposit 
for breaking the lease, and 
neither of us can afford the 
house alone. Would it still be 
considered sinful if we didn’t 
share a room? I don’t know 
how to explain this to my 
fiancé, can you tell me where 
to find help in the Bible to 
help him understand?

Answers:
Thank God for your decision to 

accept Him as your Savior.  The 
question you ask is an important 

question, but, the question that 
needs to be addressed first, I believe, 
is “should you get married to the 
man in question”?  Read II Cor. 
6:14, and once you have an answer, 
from God, on that, your question is 
almost answered.  If you have settled 
in your heart that God has approved 
your decision to get married, I 
would suggest that you inquire from 
your family the possibility of living 
with them (no rent) until after you 
are married.  If that is not possible, 
your fiancé should inquire the same 
from his family.  Since you are part 
of a church, your pastor or his wife 
should be able to guide you through 
this journey.  I would inform you 
though, the journey will not be 
easy, but doable.  You had the faith 
to ask Christ into your heart, now 
exercise your faith to follow Christ.  
Your questions are going to become 
more and more frequent, I would 
encourage you to continue going 
to church and prayerfully read and 
study the Bible.

 
Mark A. Rawlins, Director

El Paso International School of Faith
(El Paso, TX)

This cannot be adequately 
answered in this newspaper column. 
You should meet with your pastor.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

Living together before marriage 

is condoned nowhere in the Bible. I 
understand your concern for money 
problems and expenses. But you got 
yourselves into this jam because you 
didn’t consult the Lord or His Word 
before you took this plunge. If you 
had you would have learned that 
Jesus lives to help people find a way 
to remain chaste in appearance and 
chaste in fact! You could have asked 
him for His help in determining 
where each of you should and 
could live prior to the wedding. For 
instance, you might have found His 
help to pay for separate housing 
one way or the other. Perhaps one 
or both of you would have rented 
separate loft or studio apartments 
(much cheaper locations in other 
words). Or you might have made 
arrangements to live with a friend 
or relative and pay a much smaller 
share of the rent (without paying an 
expensive deposit for a house!). As it 
now stands you have made your lives 
harder and more complicated.  But 
that is still no excuse for continuing 
as you are in the same house. Since 
you are Christians now, it is not too 
late to ask Jesus Christ for His help 
to get you separated in separate 
residences as quickly as possible. He 
is the One who wrote the book on 
avoiding even the appearance of evil 
(1 Thessalonians 5:22). He can most 
certainly help you discover how to 
apply this in your present lives.  

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

We live in days when men, 
not God are setting standards for 
morality. And yet all of us will stand 
before God one day to answer for our 
lives. Concerning living together, 
Galatians 5:18 says the works of the 
flesh are adultery and fornication.  
Adultery is having sexual relations 
with another partner while married.  
Fornication is having sexual 
relations when you are not married. 
Concerning both, Paul says that 
those who do this in verse 21, will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. As 
believers we no longer follow the 
worlds morals but follow Biblical 
teaching.  I know living apart may 
hurt financially but believers need 
to stand for truth. Show your fiancé 
what the Bible says and pray he will 
understand. If not, then he may 
not be the right partner. The Bible 
also says we  are to marry believers 
not unbelievers, so this now is also 
an issue. Christian beliefs are not 
popular but the eternal rewards 
for the faithful will outweigh the 
burdens we have now.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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By Sylvia Gunter

Hear God’s Word for you in 
Psalm 42:5,11; 43:5. “Why are 
you downcast, O my soul? Why 
so disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise 
him, my Savior and my God.”

Spirit, come to the front to be 
blessed in the light of God. You are 
a blessed covenant son/daughter of 
God Most High. You display His 
family likeness. You are awesome 
in Him, and you are not lacking 
in anything that you need. Your 
Father is nurturing and growing 
you in all the spiritual DNA that 
He designed in you. His gifts and 
callings are irrevocable. Nothing 
that you have done or that has 
happened to you changes that.

Soul, you have known is shame, 
fear, and control. Your life’s work 
has been to control because of 
fear. You have controlled what the 
mind remembers and takes in and 
processes. You have distorted based 
on your agenda of not wanting to 
feel pain or risk. You have been 
captive in a prison of your own 
making. You have sabotaged any 
reality you didn’t want to feel or 
face. You have sabotaged areas of 
the spirit that relate to God because 
they are outside the realm of your 
understanding and identity. The 
spirit is growing and becoming 
healthier and asserting itself, and 
you fear losing control.

Soul, be free from critiquing 
or rejecting the blessings of God 
the Father. He is inviting you to 
put your hand in His and go into 
this unknown spiritual journey, 
because He is near and He is safe. 
Come into agreement with God, 
and let go of stress and anxiety. 
Do not be afraid of the “new you,” 
because God made the spirit for 
such a time as this. Breathe in the 
love of God, breathe out anything 
not of Him. Center yourself in the 
love of Christ and receive His love 
into all your concerns, and give 
them to Him.

Listen as the psalmist speaks 
to his own soul in Psalm 103:1-5. 
“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all 
my inmost being, praise his holy 
name. Praise the Lord , O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits- who 
forgives all your sins and heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life 
from the pit and crowns you with 
love and compassion, who satisfies 
your desires with good things so 
that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.” Soul, receive and soak up 
God’s healing presence in these 
words. Be blessed to trust the Spirit 
of God revealing Himself in you.

Spirit, you have felt the favor of 
these blessings. You can trust God’s 
favor to forgive you, to heal you, 
and to redeem your life from the 
pit. You can trust Him to crown 
you with His love and compassion 
and to satisfy your desires with good 
things. Praise His name for these 
blessings that you have received as 
a gift from your Father.

Be blessed in His holy name 
as the covenant child of always-
faithful God

(2 Tim 2:13).

© Sylvia Gunter, 2014. Sylvia is the 
founder of The Father’s Business and has 
authored over 15 books. Her passion is to 
lead people into a deeper understanding of 
God’s heart through prayer.

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com.

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

Saturday, October 22nd

Solemn Assembly Prayer 
Gathering – Grace Christian 
Church, 820 N. Raynor St., 
El Paso, 10:00 am – 6:30 
pm. Justice House of Prayer 
invites you to join in a cross-
denominational prayer gathering 
led by Pastors and Christian 
Leaders, to pray to God for 
this coming election. Event is 
free but you have to register. 
Register at www.jhopep.org/
events. For more info call (915) 
226-4168.

Saturday, October 29th

Fall Festival – Skyline Baptist 
Church, 10061 Rushing Road, 
El Paso, 2:30 pm – 6:30 pm. 

Join the fun: carnival games, 
food, and amazing fellowship. 
No costume needed, just come 
as you are! For more info call 
(915) 588-2103.

Thursday, November 10th

Cancer Survivors Thanks-
giving Dinner – Open Gate 
Community Church, 9821 
McCombs, El Paso. Cancer 
survivors, their families, 
supporters, and all members of 
the Oncology Community are 
invited to attend this wonderful 
evening. Please RSVP so that 
enough meals are planned for. 
For more info and to register 
call (915) 751-2403 or at www.
epopengate.org.

Friday & Saturday, November 
18th & 19th

Fresh Grounded Faith – 
5605 Bataan Memorial West, 
Las Cruces, NM, Friday 7:00 
pm – 9:30 pm; Saturday 9:00 
am – 12:30 pm. An area-wide 
women’s event featuring 
Jennifer Rothschild, Liz Curtis 

Higgs and Michael O’Brien. 
See website for complete 
list of co-host churches. 
Early Bird (through Oct.24), 
After Early Bird (after Oct. 
24) and at Door pricing (if 
tickets still available). Order 
tickets by calling (575) 524-
0654 ext. 101 OR visit www.
freshgroundedfaith.com.

Saturday, November 19th

Annual Holiday Craft Fair 
– Calvary Chapel of El Paso, 
1771 N. Zaragoza, El Paso, 
8:00 am – 3:00 pm. Everyone 
welcome, Free Admission. 
Vendors: $25 table rental fee. 

For more info call (915) 855-
4565. Proceeds to benefit 
Calvary Chapel of El Paso 
Scholarship Fund.

Wednesday, November 30th

Christmas with Michael W. 
Smith – Abraham Chavez 
Theatre, One Civic Center 
Plaza, El Paso, 8:00 pm. 
Michael W. Smith will be 
joined by “The Voice” winner 
Jordan Smith and the El Paso 
Symphony Orchestra. Tickets 
range from $33.50 - $78.50. 
To order tickets visit www.
epso.org, ticketmaster.com, 
or call (915) 532-3776

The 
Father’s 
Business

We will care for our Residents just like we would 
care for our own Father and Mother.
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