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Remembering 9/11
By Kelly McCullough

Those of us who were alive and of a 
certain age in 2001 will never forget what 
happened on September 11, 2001. Those 
attacks will be ingrained in our minds 
forever, as will the memories of where we 
were and what we were doing when we 
heard on the radio or saw on TV the news 
of the fatal attacks. We watched in stunned 
silence for days, weeks and months even as 
more and more information came out on 
the nightly news about those who planned 
and carried out these gruesome, evil attacks 

on our homeland. It is 
now part of us, part of 
our history. It is odd to 
think that this is one of 
those events that young 
people who weren’t 
alive at the time, now 
learn of in their history 
books in school. Like 
I remember learning 
of past wars, that were 
so long ago they didn’t 
seem real. However, 
the 9/11 attacks so 
changed things in the 
United States, such 
as how things are 
handled at airports 
and other modes of 
transportation, things 
we hear and read in 
the news, what a close 
watch is kept on certain 
individuals. Not to 

mention, all the ongoing 

talk constantly about terrorism, attacks, etc. 
that once were not part of our everyday life.

When this anniversary date comes 
around each year and special events are 
held, there are those who ask, “Why are 
we celebrating this awful date in history?” 
There are those who say they boycott 
such events because they feel it is wrong 
to “celebrate” such a horrible day. They 
misunderstand. These events are held as 
Memorials, as honoring and remembering 
the lives lost in each of the dreadful attacks. 
We don’t celebrate that it happened, that’s 
preposterous. We honor and celebrate the 
first responders, those who risked and some 
lost their lives in the very act of trying to 

save others. Many heroes emerged from 
these catastrophic events – although none 
would consider themselves heroes. They did 
what they believed anyone else would do for 
them. They did what came natural, they 
tried to preserve, protect and save human 
lives. For this, they deserve to be celebrated. 
But, normally the events held aren’t so much 
a celebration but a recognition of those who 
serve to protect, and to spend time to honor 
and pay tribute to those lost, to remember 
the families whose loved ones never came 
home.

El Paso Flags Across America held such 
a Memorial to commemorate the 15th 
Anniversary of these tragic attacks, on 

Sunday, September 11 at the Old Glory 
flag site on the corner of I-54 and Diana 
in Northeast El Paso. Multiple events 
were held on that day. In the morning, 
from 8:00 am to 10:00 am a service was 
held to recognize and thank our local first 
responders who were able to attend. A 
wreath was placed at the 9/11 Memorial 
monument, followed by tolling of the bells. 
Then in the evening, from 6:00 pm to 8:30 
pm at the same location another gathering 
was held in celebration of commitment of 
unity and pride for our great nation. For this 
there was live country music, guest artists, 
and a Texas BBQ food truck. People of the 
community brought their lawn chairs and 
enjoyed a time of beautiful weather, listening 

Enjoy lunch and 
unique art 

available for sale 
by local artists

FAA Executive Director, Jimmy Melver, addresses the crowd. Photo by Kelly McCullough
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It is said often that we are all 
at times just one phone call away 
from devastation. A death, serious 
accident, illness, or some other such 
tragedy or hardship that will “rock 
our world” and bring us to our 
knees.

Last week I received one such 
call. My Mom had been taken by 
ambulance to the hospital. Naturally, 
for me I panicked and feared we were 
going to lose her. This has always 
been one of my biggest fears since 
moving to El Paso 17 years ago and 
being 1500 miles from my family. 
Once my brother finished relaying 
the incident, although it was not life 
threatening, it was serious. My Mom 
had fallen and broken her pelvis. 
She was in the hospital for 2 ½ days 
and since she could not move to get 
herself out of bed, or walk, etc., she 
was transported to a Nursing Home 
facility for her rehab and help in 
caring for her until she is in a position 
to return to her home. 

Anything that happens to my 
Mom is devastating to me. Even 
more so these past years since I am 
no longer in any financial position to 
make the trip home. Upon hearing 
the news my heart was breaking and 
I hated that I couldn’t be there with 
and for her – yet again. Over these 
past years she’s been in the hospital 
for other things, but my family has 
waited to inform me so that I would 
not feel so bad, knowing there was 
nothing I could do to get there. All 
I could do was pray. And, ask others 
to pray. I put out a prayer request to 
all the Pastors on my list for the Ask 
Christian Leaders questions that I 
have email addresses for. Through 
this, I got an incredible blessing. 
My Pastor arranged through my 
church to bless me with tickets to 

get home, and to be with my Mom! 
It was hoped that I could leave right 
away – but…with no one to take 
over responsibilities of the paper for 
me, I have to wait until this issue is 
completed, printed and distributed. 
Although I would have loved to 
have gone right away, it is still such 
a blessing to my soul to know I will 
be with her soon and can see with 
my own eyes that she will be OK. 
And, blessing as well that someone 
cared enough to make this possible, 
that just blows my mind! So, Thanks 
Pastor Larry Lamb and Cielo Vista 
Church for making this possible. 
Words alone can’t express how 
grateful I am for your love, concern 
and generosity. 

I would appreciate your prayers 
for my Mom, if you feel led to do so. 
I know many of our loyal readers are 
great prayer warriors. Please pray 
for complete healing and alleviation 
of pain. Pray that her rehab will go 
quickly and smoothly and that she 
will be able to return to her home 
soon. I am thankful that Mom is a 
strong believer, and is fully placing 
her trust in the Lord to return her to 
full health. Although there is pain, 
she is in positive spirit and praising 
the Lord, stating, “God is good all 
the time, and all the time God is 
good,” each time I speak with her on 
the phone.  If you would like to bless 
her with Get Well Wishes and words 
of encouragement, these can be sent 
to:  C/O Virginia June McCullough, 
Heartland Nursing Center, Room 
46-B, 410 N.W. 3 Street, Casey, IL 
62420.

Precious Heavenly Father -
Thank You for all You do for 

us. Thank You for always knowing 
what is best for us, even if we don’t 
ourselves. Thank You for Your love 
and protection over us and our lives. 

voiceless

to good music and enjoying the 
company of others with the five 
thousand square foot flag flown 
at half-mast in full view at all 
times. Unfortunately, there 
was barely a breeze so the flag 
wasn’t outstretched and flying 
proudly in the wind, but was 
breathtaking nonetheless. Many 
shared their memories of where 
they were when they heard the 
news, what they were doing, how 
this changed their lives. Others 
just seemed to be present in the 
moment with the memories 
flooding silently in their mind. 

The Old Glory flag site was 
a wonderful setting for such an 
event. If you have not been to 
this site, you should visit. Along 
with the Memorial monument 
for 9/11 there is also a miniature 
replica of the Vietnam Wall, 
and monuments dedicated and 
in memory of other wars. It is 
a beautiful area and El Paso is 
blessed to have it. Don’t let it be 
one of our best kept secrets! Get 
out and visit it and share it with 
others.

Pregnancy Help Center of El 
Paso invites you to Opening Night 
of the incredible movie “voiceless” 
on Thursday, October 5th, 7:00 
pm at Cinemark on East Montana, 
12704 East Montana Avenue (East 
of Joe Battle), El Paso. Tickets 
are $10 (additional sponsorship 
is appreciated). Only 200 tickets 
have been made available for 
this Pre-screening of the movie 
that Pregnancy Help Center is 
hosting. Deadline to order tickets 
is September 23rd or while supply 
lasts. Order yours today before they 
sell out. Purchase tickets at www.
pregnancyhcep.org under the 
DONATE link. In the note section 
at the link be sure to include how 
many tickets you wish to purchase, 
along with the mailing address 
tickets are to be mailed to.

Movie Synopsis
Jesse Dean is a recently 

discharged soldier who had a 
rough upbringing, but because of 
his wife, found God and now is 
totally devoted to his faith.

He and wife move to 
Philadelphia so he can take a new 
job as an outreach leader at an old 
church whose membership has 
been declining. As everything is 

going well and as he 
starts connecting to 
the community, he 
discovers there’s an 
abortion clinic directly 
across the street from 
the church.

He goes to the 
pastor and to several 
others in the church 
and tries to get their 
help to no avail. 
One day something 
tragic and personal 
happens to him while 
he’s going about his 
everyday routine. He 
comes to the point 
that he begins to take 
action himself. He 
gets involved but the 
more involved he gets, 
the more resistance he gets from 
those in church and community. 
His wife, who thinks his actions 
will get him fired or land him in 
jail, also comes against him.

Finally, it comes down to him 
having to make a choice: is he going 
to take the easy way out and back 
off, which is what everyone wants 
him to do, or will he face a major 
confrontation which will require 
him to put everything on the line 

… not just his job, but his freedom 
and marriage as well.

This film encourages people 
to stand up for what they know is 
right, particularly as it pertains to 
taking God’s truths into society to 
address social issues. It addresses 
the spirit of retreat as it pertains 
to engaging the culture that has 
developed within the Church.

For more information, visit 
voicelessthemovie.com

I lift up my Mom, Lord and 
I thank You that although what 
happened isn’t good, it could have 
been so much worse. I ask Father 
that You touch Mom’s body and 
that You heal her completely and 
return her to 100% of her abilities so 
she can continue to enjoy the active 
lifestyle she is accustom to. I ask Lord 
that You alleviate all pain, even as I 
write this – make it disappear and 
not return so that she can participate 
easily in the rehab needed. I am 
thankful Father that she is one of 
Your true believers and is trusting 
in You for healing, and continuing 
to lift up Praises to Your name. 
Bless her now and always, help her 
to feel Your loving, nurturing arms 
around her helping her through each 
grueling physical therapy session. 

I ask Father for safe travelling 

mercies for my flight there and back 
home. Help me Lord to complete all 
the work needed done prior to my 
leaving so that I will not feel stressed 
or worried over it while there. Please 
bless my time with Mom, I pray I 
will be a help while I am there. Bless 
time spent with my siblings as well as 
we have had far too little over the 17 
years I’ve lived away from them.

I lift up The Messenger and ask 
Father for Your leading, for wisdom. 
Please show me Lord other possible 
revenue streams that could be 
utilized to help support this ministry 
since presently it is so difficult to find 
advertisers who are in a position or 
willing to do so. People are worried 
about the economy, the Presidential 
election, etc. I’m told they feel the 
paper should continue, want it to be 
available, but there is only so much 

I can do without enough financial 
support. I can’t do it alone, I need 
and want You by my side. I know if 
it be Your will, You will provide a 
way. Speak to the hearts and minds 
of business owners, church leaders, 
and those of influence that You 
feel would be good support for this 
ministry, and that the readers of this 
paper would benefit them.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Is it possible for someone 

to put a curse on someone 
else? Can a Christian be 
cursed? Was reading a book 
today written by a Christian 
author and he mentioned 
having people in our lives 
that put curses on us.

Answers:
Is it possible to get wet while 

standing in the rain? Not if you 
are properly covered with an 
umbrella. If you are in a right 
standing with The Lord Jesus 
Christ then no weapon formed 
against you will prosper.

 
Pastor Fred Grenier

Church of the Nazarene
(Winslow, IN)

 

In the Old Testament the two 
words used for “curse” usually 
refer to the ritual of wishing 
something bad to happen 
to someone else (perhaps an 
enemy).  To add power to the 
oral curse, one would usually 
invoke the name and character 
of one’s deity.  However, such 
words or intentions have no 
power over any of God’s people.  
Christians are protected from all 
such things by the grace of God 
(like a mighty, invisible shield).  
So if curses are powerless on 
others (as God has rendered 
them), we should by all means 
cease saying or thinking them.  
Jesus, by extension, does not 
want His people tossing around 
idle speech about anything 
(see related, Matthew 5:33-
34).  The unbelieving world 
of course does not know any 
better; and people of different 
world religions still think 
there is evil power released 
or applied when someone is 
cursed verbally.  We call that 
superstition.  If there is any 
doubt that this is appropriate 
behavior for anyone (Christian 
or not), look again at the apostle 
Paul’s stern admonition about 
this (in Romans 12:14) as well 
His other stern admonitions to 

refrain from any evil speech 
(Ephesians 4:29-30).    

 
Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)
 
When we talk of curses, I 

think we need to define what 
we are talking about.  God told 
men in Genesis 12:3 that He 
would curse those who curse 
Israel. What was God saying?  
I believe He was saying that 
those who do harm to Israel, 
God will do harm to them or 
judge them. I don’t believe 
that God was speaking of some 
magic spell that people would 
hex them with. Can people 
bring evil against Christians; 
yes I believe that they can. But 
I believe they do this by asking 
Satan to attack them. We are in 
a spiritual battle and we do have 
evil angels who come against 
believers. However, I don’t 
believe men in their own power 
have the ability to pronounce 
curses on other men or women. 
But understand we also have a 
covering of protection from our 
Lord and we need to be praying 
this over ourselves, our family 
and our church family. We have 
not because we ask not.

 
Pastor Brooke Davis

First Southern Baptist Church
(Greenup, IL)

There are no scriptures that 
suggest a person can put a curse on 
another person.  God through his 
prophets would place a judgment 
on Israel as a nation and in some 
cases on individuals. Jesus cursed 
a fig tree as an object lesson for 
his disciples.  Never was there a 
case of vendetta or evil revenge.  
The writer needs to reconsider 
his idea.

A person may be a curse on 
another because they live an evil 
life.  Addicts destroy relationships 
in families, consume finances 
through excess, legal fees, etc.  
Abusers are a curse to spouses, 
children, siblings and parents.  
Evil conduct by an individual, 
even curses their own happiness 
and lives, but it is not something 
placed on them by another.

Charles Clodfelter, evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)
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Seeking God
By Sylvia Gunter

 
Listen to the Word of 

God and be blessed with 
the passionate cry of the 
psalmist in Psalm 63:1. 
“O God, you are my God, 
earnestly I seek you; my 
soul thirsts for you, my 
body longs for you.” And 
in Psalm 42:1. “As the deer 
pants for streams of water, 
so my soul pants for you, O 
God.”

Be blessed to live from 
that deep heart-cry of 
seeking God in your 
innermost being, longing for 
more of Him, digging in to 
know Him more intimately. 
Your Father desires constant 
communion of your spirit 
with His Spirit. Be blessed 
with directing the thirst of 
your soul to communion 
with Him. Be blessed 
with getting out of your 
head and into your spirit, 
meeting God personally 
and profoundly.

Be blessed to know that 
God is who He says He is, 
and He can do and will do 
what He says He can do 
and will do, and He can 
presently do it in your life. 
He is the I AM to do it in 
you today. He is personal 
and powerful, and He alone 
satisfies. Jesus is standing 
and knocking at your 
heart’s door, waiting for 
you to open up to Him for 
satisfying fellowship (Rev 
3:20). Jesus invites you to a 
table set for two. He wants 
your love, and He will be 
satisfied when you fulfill 
His heart by opening up to 
Him.

Be blessed with knowing 
your covenant-keeping God 
of promise as you seek Him 
and keep company with 
Him in Spirit and in truth. 
Be blessed with more of His 
Spirit, not more how-to’s 
to make you feel guilty or 
more religious. Be blessed 
to discover Him more as 
His Spirit lives in you to 
fulfill your deepest cries. Be 
blessed to encounter Him 
so hugely that you feel as 
if you have never breathed 
spiritually before.

Be blessed in His 
name Rewarder of those 
who earnestly seek Him. 
(Hebrews 11:6).

 
Taken from You Are 

Blessed In The Names 
Of God, pg 117 © Sylvia 
Gunter, 2008

An archive of past 
devotionals is available 
on the website. 
Available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Used by 
permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call Cris 
Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social 
and Set up time; 7:00 pm – 
9:00 pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. 
Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month
Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet at 
6:00 pm for Potluck meal, Bible 
study and fellowship. No child 
care available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For more 
info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Thursday, September 22nd

The Very Next Thing Tour 
– Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
One Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Presented by 
Compassion International and 
Museum of the Bible. Featuring 
Casting Crowns, Matt Maher 
and Hannah Kerr. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.com.

Saturday, October 1st

Behind Blue Eyes – 
Westside Church of 
Christ, 100 Crestmont 
Drive, El Paso, 10:00 am 
– 3:00 pm. A seminar, 
Unveiling the Realities of 
Adolescent Culture - for 
grandparents, parents or 
pre-teens/teenagers or any 
adult concerned for the 

future of our youth. Lunch 
and childcare is provided. 
Session 1 is 10 am – Noon; 
Lunch break Noon – 1:00 pm; 
Second Session is 1:00 pm 
– 3:00 pm. RSVP to caleb@
westsidecoc.com. For more 
info call (915) 584-9475.

Wednesday, October 5th
Beautiful Offerings Tour 
– Las Cruces Convention 
Center, 680 East University 
Avenue, Las Cruces, NM, 
7:00 pm. Doors open at 6:00 
pm for General admission, 
earlier for other ticket 
holders. Tour features Big 
Daddy Weave, Plumb, and 
We Are Messengers. Tickets: 
General $25, Early Entry $35, 
VIP $50. Tickets at www.

ticketfly.com.

Wednesday – Friday, 
October 5th – 7th
One Women’s Conference 
– Abundant Living Faith 
Center, 1000 Valley Crest 
Drive, El Paso, Wednesday 
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm; Thursday 
and Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 
pm and 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
Three day event includes 
daytime sessions, evening 
services, princess and after 
service parties, special gifts 
for everyone, free munchies, 
and more. Free activities 
for nursery, pre-school, and 
kids. Free admission and no 
registration required.

The 
Father’s 
Business

We will care for our Residents just like we would 
care for our own Father and Mother.

 www.al.bartletthealth.com



 

Aiden Foix,  3 yrs.
September 17

Kelsey Foix,  12 yrs.
September 21

I LOVE & MISS YOU SO MUCH, NANA

HAPPY BIRTHDAY


