
By Debbie McDaniel

Often in the midst of a fresh new year, 
in the hope of all it can bring, there’s an 
ache that burdens us deep inside. 

As believers we know where true hope 
is found. We’re grateful for the love and 
forgiveness of Christ. We’ve been set 
free. Redeemed for His purposes. 

And yet not everyone shares our desire 
to walk close and stay connected to 
God in this life. There are some 
we love who have pushed away 
any need of Him, they’ve chosen 
another path.  And maybe they’ve 
bought into the lie; that other 
things can satisfy.  Maybe out of 
hurt or misunderstandings, they’ve 
walked away. Broken relationships, 
pride, or harsh words may lead 
some to stay distant. There’s a deep 
rift that seems almost impossible to 
ever reach.

They might even be right there 
beside us, a part of our family, or 
live in our homes, but spiritually, 
their hearts are far away… 

Lost.
Wandering.
Searching.
Drifting.

No matter what the reason, or 
how far gone one seems to have 
traveled, it doesn’t change this 
one truth.  God’s love reaches. 
It’s never too short to save, He’s 
never too weary of extending more 
grace.

His power is limitless. 
His forgiveness is endless.

The very reason Christ came 
was to seek and to save that which 
was lost. He came to reach. It’s 
what He does best.  And the arm 
of the Lord is mighty and strong. 

Yet sometimes, we lose our 

hope.  We don’t see how anything will 
ever change.  The answer doesn’t come. 
Maybe we get tired of praying. Of 
waiting. Or we fear for the future and 
eternal security of those we love most in 
this world.

We understand the reality 
that no one is guaranteed 
tomorrow.  That deep 
burden can so tug at our 

souls, press on our minds, it’s hard to 
move forward in faith.

God’s hope for us this season…He is 
Able. Keep on praying.  Don’t lose heart.  
Don’t give up.  Know and believe that 

He is at work, often behind 
the scenes where we can’t 

see.  He’s ordering 
steps.  Arranging 

appointments. He’s 
protecting and 

shielding. He’s 
c o v e r i n g 

a n d 

caring.  He desires for all to come to 
Him and will stop at nothing to draw our 
loved ones to Himself.

Prayer is powerful. And praying God’s 
Word over those we love is speaking His 
Truth over their lives, as it builds our 
own faith.  We don’t have to pray from 
an attitude of fear and worry, but we can 
pray strong prayers in the authority of 
Christ our Lord.

A Prayer for the Lost and the 
Prodigal

Dear God,
You know our hearts, you hear our 

prayers, and care about all that concerns 
us.  You understand the burden we carry 
and how we want, more than anything, 

to see our loved ones come to you.  
Help us to remember that you love 
them more than we ever could.  
And you desire to extend your 
great love and forgiveness, your 
mercy and hope.

Thank you that nothing is 
too difficult for you.  Thank you 
that your power is unlimited and 
you came to set the captives free.  
Thank you that you wait, arms 
open, for the prodigal to return, 
that you look for his arrival to 
lavishly celebrate that he’s come 
home.

We praise you for you are 
Redeemer and Rescuer, Savior 
and Lord.  We know and believe 
that there’s no pit so deep that 
your love can’t reach us still.  We 
understand that your mercies are 
new every morning, and your 
faithfulness is great. 

Lord, we ask that you would 
halt the plans of the enemy over 
these we love as we bring them 
before you right now.  We pray 
that his schemes be demolished 
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and that your plans for good, 
for a future and hope, would 
prevail. Would you open blind 
eyes that they might see your 
Truth. Would you rescue those 
walking in darkness and heal 
the deep wounds of those who’ve 
been hurt.

We pray for the miraculous 
intervention of your Spirit 
to draw them to yourself, to 
work strong on behalf of our 
loved ones who are lost and 
wandering.

For you came with good news, 
to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for captives 
and release for the prisoners.

Though we deserved penalty 
for our wrong, you stood in our 
place and took the blows on our 
behalf.  You choose to die, so 
that we can live. Forever and 
free.

Lord, forgive our unbelief.  
Forgive the times we’ve doubted 
that you could ever change a 
distant heart.  Forgive our hard-
heartedness, our weariness, 
or forgetfulness to “pray 
continually.”

Thank you that you never 
give up on us.

Remind us of how you’ve 

changed our own hearts. How 
your miracle of life and hope 
has sprung up deep within our 
souls.

We love you Lord, we need 
you, and we thank you that you 
hear our prayers and are at work 
even now.

Powerfully. Faithfully. 
Miraculously.

Thank you for the gift of our 
Savior, God with us. Thank you 
for your goodness and love…

In Jesus’ Name,

Amen.

11 Verses of Hope that 
Remind Us God Is at 
Work, Saving the Lost and 
Restoring the Prodigal:

“The Spirit of the Sovereign 
Lord is on me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
freedom for the captives and release 
from darkness for the prisoners…” 
Is. 61:1

“For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 
Luke 19:10

“…With man this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible.” 
Matt. 19:26

“Jesus answered, “I am the 
way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
John 14:6

“He brought me up out of the pit of 
destruction, out of the miry clay, And 
He set my feet upon a rock making my 
footsteps firm.” Ps. 40:2

“The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.” 
John 10:10

“No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him…” 
John 6:44

“I will feed my flock and I will 
lead them to rest,” declares the Lord 
God. “I will seek the lost, bring back 
the scattered, bind up the broken and 
strengthen the sick…” Ez. 34:15-16

“The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; his mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.” Lam. 
3:22-23

“What man of you, having a 
hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country, and go after the 
one that is lost, until he finds it?” 
Luke 15:4

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.” 2 Pet. 3:9

Debbie McDaniel is a writer, 
pastor’s wife, mom to three amazing 
kids (and a lot of pets). Join her 
each morning on Fresh Day Ahead’s 
facebook page, http://www.facebook.
com/DebbieWebbMcDaniel, for 
daily encouragement in living strong, 
free, hope-filled lives. Find her also 
at http”//twitter.com/debbmcdaniel 
and http://www,debbiemcdaniel.
com.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 
my son, Shawne!  I hope our 
schedules mesh at some point so I 
can spend time with you for your 
special day. I love you my boy!

****

I hope everyone reading had a 
blessed Thanksgiving. I certainly 
did. My daughter and her family 
came in from the Houston area 
and stayed with me for a week. 
Multiple times while they were 
here I got to have her family and 
my son’s family all at my home. 
What a blessing to have them all 
under one roof for even a short 
time. It is hard having half of 
my little family live so far away. 
I know there are many of you 
that experience the same thing 
– missing your loved ones who 
live afar. So wonderful to have 
them home for a time, but then 
you must say good-bye again and 
watch them drive away. I know it 
is supposed to be the natural way 
of life, that your children grow up 
and leave home. But, I just can’t 
get used to not having them near 
me.

****

VENITE
I apologize to Coronado 

Baptist Church, we ran the wrong 
time of the Sunday, December 11 
performance in their ad. Please 
see the corrected time on the 
ad at the top of the cover page 
of this issue and online. The 
Sunday performance will be at 
6:00 pm not 7:30. I apologize for 
any inconvenience to those who 

may have planned their schedule 
around the incorrect time. 
Please be sure to make other 
arrangements. Don’t miss this 
wonderful presentation. If you’ve 
never seen it – be sure to make it 
this year. If you have, you know 
it is a blessing year after year so 
go again!

CHALLENGE
Again, I am requesting that all 

our readers take to heart the dire 
need of children in an orphanage 
in Juarez. Rescue Ministries of 
Mexico has extended their Fall 
Food Drive due to low donations. 
Please help us help these children. 
This is my challenge – if every 
person that reads this paper 
would give at least one item – 
the orphanage would be set. 
However, we know by statistics 
for pretty much everything in 
life, that 20% of the people do 
80% of the work, or the donating. 
So, PLEASE to the 20% of you 
who have a heart for this type of 
giving – donate at least one item 
and CHALLENGE your family, 
friends, co-workers, church 
family, etc. to do the same. None 
of us can do it all on our own, 
BUT, if we all did a little – it 
would help a great deal. If you 
don’t wish to shop for any of the 
items on the list below, feel free 
to drop off or mail in a monetary 
donation to: Rescue Ministries of 
Mexico offices at 1420 Bessemer, 
El Paso, TX 79936. RMM 
is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit so all 
donations are tax deductible. 
If you drop off any items at the 
office from the list, or new / 
gently used clothing, household 
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items, toys, etc. you will be given 
a receipt (with value of donation 
if you wish) for your tax records.

Items most needed: grocery 
items, lunch size peanut butter 
& jelly, applesauce, fruit, etc., 
cleaning supplies and hygiene 
items at any of the five current 
locations:  Golden Corral, 4610 
Woodrow Bean (NE), Great 
American, 701 S. Mesa Hills (W), 
Inni Heart Eatery/La Tierra 
Café, 1731 Montana Ave. (C), or 
Rescue Ministries offices, 1420 
Bessemer (E).

Precious Heavenly Father –

Thank You for all the ways that 
You bless us. So many blessings 
that many don’t recognize each 
day. We are blessed to live in 

the U.S.A. A country where we 
have more freedoms than in any 
other. A land where we are free 
to worship You openly. Most of us 
are blessed with family, friends, 
warm homes, all the food we 
need, jobs, cars, clothes – all we 
need. Not everyone is so blessed, 
and Father I lift all those to You 
and pray that their needs be met. 
Provide all that they need. And I 
pray they recognize the blessings 
are from You.

Father, I lift up the Food Drive 
for RMM and I ask that You 
place it on the hearts and minds of 
more than 20% of those reading 
to donate at least one item, and 
to challenge all they know to do 
the same. Help us to be a blessing 
to the children in the orphanage, 
that all the needed food and 
supplies come in to them. We are 

so blessed, help us to have open 
hearts to provide even just an 
item or two to help others.

Father, I lift up my son, 
Shawne. Give him good news 
for his birthday. You know of all 
the doctor appointments he’s had 
the past few months. Help them 
to determine the cause of his 
dramatic 40-pound weight loss 
in just a couple months. Please 
let them determine the cause, 
and proper treatment, and news 
that he will be fine. I love him 
and can’t bear anything to be 
wrong, and I know You love him 
even more than I do. Please Lord 
touch his body, heal whatever has 
caused this. And I pray he will 
give You all the glory and praise. 
I know I will.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
I found myself in a debate 

over Biblical truth and 
conspiracy theory stuff with 
a relative. He claims that 
there is proof in the Bible 
that the Earth is actually flat. 
I was raised to believe the 
Bible proved it is round, but 
can’t come up with Scripture 
to prove it. Is there Scripture 
that explains whether Earth 
is flat or round? Please 
share if there is, and if not - 
how can Christians combat 
conspiracy theory followers 
that insist their view is right 

and the Bible is not true?

Answers:
Biblical cosmography 

(understanding the features of 
the universe and earth) reflects 
that of the Ancient Near East and 
uses phenomenological language 
(descriptive vocabulary based on 
common subjective perspectives and 
observations). This pre-scientific 
view understood the earth as a 
flat disk with waters surrounding 
it; because, from their experience 
(without today’s technology), that’s 
how the earth appears. For example, 
the sun ‘appears’ to rise and set from 
our view on earth. Therefore, we 
say, “The sun sets at 6:00 pm.” We 
typically don’t discuss the scientific 
explanation of the earth’s rotation 
when we experience dawn and 
dusk from our specific geographical 
location. Phenomenological 
language must not be used to draw 
objective scientific conclusions. The 
Bible (and more specifically, this 
form of writing) is being misused 
in your debate by referencing it to 
support or disprove arguments it 

was never intended to address. My 
concern is less winning debates 
with “truthers” using biblical proof 
texts and more facilitating a proper 
understanding and handling of 
God’s Word.        

Pastor Marc Wilson
St. Patrick’s Church 

(Las Cruces, NM) 

Science has proved that the 
earth is round. There is a verse in 
Isaiah that speaks of the circle of the 
earth but honestly, NASA has done 
an awesome job of proving this. 
There are some excellent books on 
Christian Apologetics that you can 
get at the Christian bookstore as 
well.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

There will always be people who 
will doubt what is true no matter 
what takes place. When people 
refuse to believe the Word of God, 
it does no good to argue, but just 

pray and ask that God would open 
their eyes. Concerning the earth 
being round, there are two passages 
that speak to it. In Proverbs 8:27 it 
says “God prepared the heavens 
and He drew a circle on the face of 
the deep.” We can also go to Isaiah 
40:22 speaking of God when it says, 
“It is He who sits above the circle 
of the earth.” If people would stop 
and think about this, common sense 
says the earth is a circle as we look 
at the moon and planets that are 
circles. Many who doubt just like to 
be stubborn. 

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

The Scripture you need is Isaiah 
40:22, He sits above the circle of the 
Earth. This was written 700 years 
before Jesus the Christ.

Pastor Herb Pinney
Agape Christian Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

december 8, 2016 - december 21, 2016

By Sylvia Gunter

Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign:

The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14
“What is your favorite name 

or characteristic of God?” It is 
an almost impossible question 
to answer because there are so 
many attributes of God I adore. 
But if I am pressed to pick just 
one it would be Immanuel, 
God with us. In that one simple 
name is depth that is beyond 
our comprehension... a mixture 
of majesty and intimacy that is 
unmatched.

The majesty of Immanuel is 
described this way in John 1:1-5. 
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In 
him was life, and that life was 
the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not understood it.

All that majesty chose to 
become intimately acquainted 
with us by humbling Himself 
into the confines of a human 
body so that He could dwell 
among us and show us the grace 
and truth of who the Father 
is ( John 1:14). Have you ever 
really thought about an infinite 
God choosing to spend nine 
months in the womb of one of 
His creations? He then spent 33 
years experiencing the human 
experience. Scripture records 
that He was hungry, thirsty, and 
tired. Jesus  experienced every 
emotion we have had, great joy 
and also great sorrow. Jesus could 
have miraculously appeared on 
the earth in any way He chose, 
but He choose to fully know our 
human experience.

Why? So that we might 
know God fully. He came to be 
a living, breathing expression 
of the Father. This is the gift of 
Christmas. His life, everything 
He did and said, was designed to 
speak of the Father’s extravagant 
love and heart for His people.

You may often wish that 
you could have met Jesus when 
He walked this earth. How 
amazing would that have been 
to look into His eyes and see His 
smile! While we may not have 
that privilege in 2016, Jesus is 
still Immanuel. He is still with 
us. Regardless of what this 
Christmas brings you, whether 
it is sorrow or joy, Jesus knows. 
And more important, He cares. 
He is still the active expression 
of the extravagant love that God 
your Father has for you. He is 
still with you.

This Christmas may you 
drink deeply of the truest gift 
you have ever received... God 
loves you so much that He will 
go to any lengths necessary to 
show you that He is Immanuel, 
God with you.

©2016 by Sylvia Gunter. 
Available at thefathersbusiness.com. 
An archive of past devotionals is 
available on the website.

Used by permission of 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet 
at 6:00 pm for Potluck meal, 
Bible study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The group 

also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location of 
meetings call Frances at (915) 
525-3179.

December 6th, 9th and 11th

Venite! – Coronado Baptist 
Church, 501 Thunderbird 
Drive, El Paso, 6th and 9th 
Prelude begins at 6:30 pm, 
Performance at 7:00 pm; 
11th Prelude begins at 5:30 
pm, Performance at 6:0 pm. 
An astonishing look into the 
ancient heavens through 
the Scriptures and modern 
technology. Based on the 
documentary, “The Star of 
Bethlehem”, by Rick Larson. 
This is a free event, but fills up 
fast.

Thursday – Sunday, 
December 8th – 11th

A Storybook Christmas 
– Cielo Vista Church, 3565 
Montana, El Paso, Thurs. & 
Fri. 7:30 pm; Sat. & Sun. 4:00 
pm & 7:30 pm. This Christmas 
show is the longest running 
production of its size and 
caliber in El Paso. Tickets 
are $5.00 each and on sale 
now. Purchase at the CVC 
Ticket Office located outside 
of the Lee Trevino Entrance 
on Sundays 10:00 am – 6:00 
pm, or at the CVC Main office 
Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 
4:00 pm. Visa & Master Card 
are accepted. Online ticket 
sales coming soon.

Friday – Sunday, December 
9th – 11th

Living Christmas Tree – First 
Baptist Church, 805 Montana 
Ave., El Paso, Fri. 7:30 pm; 
Sat. 4:30 pm & 7:30 pm; Sun. 
4:40 pm.  Tickets are $6.00 
online at www.fbcep.com OR 
$5.00 at the church prior to 
performances. Tickets will be 
sold at time of performances 
if there are seats still available. 
Cost is the same for adults & 
children that will occupy their 
own seat. Free child care will 
be provided for small children. 
To purchase tickets or more 
info call (915) 533-1465.

Saturday, December 17th

“Winter Wonderland” – The 
Journey, 1205 Ridgetop, Las 
Cruces, NM, 4:00 pm – 9:00 
pm. Join this Annual Winter 
Celebration for families in 
need in the community. For 
more info call (575) 680-
6383.

Sunday, February 19th

Mercy Me Texas Takeover 
– Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Experience 
the Texas Takeover Tour with 
Mercy Me and special guest 
Micah Tyler in this one night 
only performance. For tickets 
or more info call (915) 534-
0600.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship Night 
in America – Don Haskins 
Center, 151 Glory Road, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. A night of 
worship featuring Chris Tomlin 
and special guests Big Daddy 
Weave, Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C and 
guest speaker Jason Barton. 
Tickets on sale beginning 
November 18. For more info 
call (915) 747-5481.

Support The Messenger
Advertise Today. 
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