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Just six days prior to Election Day, on 
November 2nd, Mike Pence shared his 
message in the Borderland. The special event 
was held at Southwest Airport in Las Cruces. 
Attendees were housed inside an aviation 
hangar, with a stage and podium set up just 
outside the large open doorway. Hundreds of 
New Mexicans and Texans watched the sky 
in anticipation of the arrival of the Trump 
/ Pence airplane. Loud cheers broke out as 
the plane became visible as just a small dot 
heading our way. As the plane landed on the 
runway right in front of the crowd, excited 
cheering and waving of signs commenced, 
welcoming the entourage.

Congressmen Steve Pierce introduced 
the Republican Vice Presidential Nominee, 
Mike Pence. Pence took the stage to roars 
of “USA, USA, USA !!”   As he has with 
every speech I’ve seen or heard, he began 
with, “I’m a Christian, A Conservative, and 
a Republican!” He has no fear of putting his 
faith and what is most important in his life out 

there, at the beginning of his speeches.
“This race is on. We are leading in several 

National polls and are tied up in New Mexico. 
Let me tell you where this race stands. We are 
coming out of the fourth turn. It is wheel to 
wheel; it is hammer down and we’re going to 
sprint to the checkered flag. Hillary Clinton 
may have big money and the national media 
on their sides, but we have something more 
powerful – we’ve got a basket of the American 
people saying enough is enough. We want to 
make America great again.”  

About this time, it began to rain, and the 
stage he was on was not inside the hangar – 
he was out in the rain. But, he didn’t waiver. 
He commented jokingly, “Hey, I didn’t know 
it rained in New Mexico. Give it up for the 
rain – that’s a blessing, right?”  Then kept 
right up with the topic at hand.

“I think most Americans as this election 
approaches, know this is not just between 
two people. It’s a choice between two futures. 
So, let me tell you where I stand. I choose a 
stronger America. I choose a more prosperous 
America. I choose an America that stands 
without apology on our highest constitutional 

principles. So, I choose to stand with Donald 
Trump.”

“Donald Trump has got a plan. In his 
first 100 days to pass ethics reform in our 
Nation’s Capital with a newly and re-elected 
Republican majority in the house and in the 
Senate, we’re going to drain the swamp.”

“In the next six days we need to talk with 
our neighbors and friends about issues that 
come right to our kitchen tables. They have 
to do with our security, our prosperity, and 
with the Supreme Court of the United States 
of America.”

“For America to be safe, for the world 
to be safe America needs to be strong. And 
Donald Trump will lead on the world’s stage 
with American strength. For the people in 
our military we will restore the arsenal of 
democracy, will rebuild our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, marines and coast guard with the 
resources they need to accomplish their 
mission. We will hunt down and destroy ISIS 
at its source.”

“When Donald Trump is President he 
will end illegal immigration once and for all. 
In the first 100 days, he will cut taxes, lower 
business taxes so that American businesses 
can create jobs and can compete in the 

market place. He will renegotiate NAFTA. 
Trade will mean American jobs first.”  At this 
time the sky cleared, the light rain ceased, he 
looked up and said, “And theirs gotta be a 
rainbow coming – in more ways than one!”

He spoke of health care and many other 
issues – to which the crowd cheered and booed 
and waved their signs. He reminded that of 
most importance in the Supreme Court. “Our 
next President will select replacement justices 
and this court will rule for the next 40 years. 
If you cherish our constitution, cherish limited 
government, cherish the second amendment, 
cherish sanctity of life, then you must decide 
here and now and elect Donald Trump the 
next President of the United States.”

“It’s humbling to be here with you today. 
I’m here for one reason. This country is in a lot 
of trouble. And I believe Donald Trump has 
the right vision. In closing I want to ask you 
to do a few things. (1) VOTE. Do it early, take 
your friends. After all, friends don’t let friends 
vote alone. (2) Go tell someone why you voted 
the way you did. I have a special word to my 
fellow Republicans. It’s time to come home. 
Time to come home and elect Donald Trump 
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Today’s Truth
Consider it pure joy, my 

brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. ( James 1:2-4, NIV)

Friend to Friend
I can be pretty wimpy 

sometimes. I thrive on routine, 
and I don’t like change. Which 
means I have a difficult time 
dealing with trials as well. Often 
times I just simply shut down.

But recently I faced a situation I 
couldn’t wimp out on. I found out 
I was pregnant just three months 
after a traumatizing miscarriage. 
I was so unbelievably thankful 
for a baby I could hopefully hold 
earth side. However, this time I 
faced different complications, 
and the news that my baby could 
likely have disabilities. I found 
myself driving to a specialist 
every few weeks, feeling terrified 
all the time, and honestly, barely 
functioning.

It all felt like way too much, 
and I let it completely debilitate 
me. I didn’t face it with faith, 
praying and hoping in the Lord. 
Instead, I worried, and lost sleep, 
and let everything around me 
crumble. Yes, I prayed often 
for the health of my baby, but I 
didn’t let my faith lead me, I let 
fear rule my thoughts instead.

And at 29 weeks, after several 
long months of panic, I was told 
my baby was 100% healthy.

Wow, looking back I now 
realized how much time I wasted 
worrying and panicking and not 
trusting the Lord in His plan 
for all of this. But despite my 
lack of faith, God still used that 
experience in amazing ways.

He strengthened me in ways 
I never thought possible. He got 
me through, day by day, even 
when I thought I couldn’t make it 
another minute. He was with me 
through all of the ultrasounds, 
ER visits, blood tests, and scary 
appointments. Though I didn’t 
call on Him as much as I should 
have, He was still there, making 
beautiful things according to His 
plan.

And on May 6, late in the 
night, my beautiful, perfect 
son was born after 24 hours of 
hard, anxiety filled labor. It was 
such a visual picture of how we 
never know exactly what God 
is making of something when 
we’re in the middle of the trial. 
And oftentimes, we even doubt 
that anything is coming of it at 
all. But after all of that struggle, 
I was given the gift of being a 
stronger mama to this boy whom 
I love so fiercely.

Throughout my pregnancy, 
I had 2 Corinthians 4:18 as the 
wallpaper on my cell phone:

“So we fix our eyes not on what 
is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.”

Looking back, that was so 

fitting. Because we know that in 
the end, whether we see it or not, 
God is working towards finishing 
His work in us. Had my son 
had the disabilities they told me 
he did, I would have loved him 
100% as much. But I let the fear 
of the unknown terrify me rather 
than trusting in the Lord that he 
had amazing, eternal plans for 
my son no matter what.

So if you’re facing a tough 
situation, and you just don’t know 
how any good can come out of it, 
know that you are trusting God 
who has a perfect plan and a 
perfect track record.

He is making beautiful 
things.

Let’s Pray
Dear Lord, I know that I fail 

to trust you too often. I face hard 
times and I lose sight of what 
you’re doing in my life. Help me 
to turn to you first before letting 
the fear set in. Help me to turn 
to your word before turning to 
the scary thoughts in my head. 
Fill me with your peace and the 
promise that you work everything 
for Your good. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen.

Now It’s Your Turn
Keeping Scripture at the 

forefront of our minds during 
times like this is essential. 
What pieces of Scripture have 
comforted you during times of 
struggle?

Originally posted at 
Crosswalk.com. Used by permi-
ssion of Crosswalk.com.

I wish our political races could 
be run based solely on candidate 
policies, platforms, beliefs, etc. 
I don’t see the need for mud-
slinging and hateful banter. But, 
this is often the case. This has 
been an especially hard one to 
endure. So much so that many 
registered voters have said they 
will choose to not vote.

As hard as it is at times, we 
need to follow the candidates, 
research, and take advantage 
of one of our rights as a U.S. 
citizens and vote. It shouldn’t 
be done willy nilly. If you follow 
the debates, or do any amount 
of research on the candidates 
it won’t take long to determine 
which candidate most closely 
matches your viewpoints on 
issues, and / or World View.  

It isn’t easy, and most won’t 
ever fully and totally agree with 
either candidate. It is often said 
we must pick the lessor of two 
evils, which is so sad. Determine 
what issues are most important 
for you. It’s amazing that even as 
Christian this can vary. Don’t get 
me wrong, we all have the right 
to our own opinion, and I do not 
condemn anyone for theirs – and 
I wish to not be condemned for 
mine.

Even before my walk with the 
Lord was solid, when I was young 
and not thinking politically, I 
knew my values and what was 
important to me. Protecting the 
family as God intended it, is 
highly important. This means as 
is stated Biblically that marriage 
is between one man and one 

woman. It is of utter importance 
to protect the sanctity of human 
life. And, is extremely important 
to protect our religious freedoms. 
It took years to understand how 
important the selections for 
Supreme Court are. The wrong 
appointments now – will totally 
change the before mentioned 
things important to most 
Christians.

Determine the issues of 
importance to you, take it to the 
Lord for guidance,– and then 
vote your conscience.  Although 
this issue is dated November 10 it 
prints and begins distributing on 
the 4, so there is still time, now 
GO – OUT – AND – VOTE !!

Rescue Ministries of Mexico 
is holding their FALL FOOD 
DRIVE to help provide much 
needed food supplies for their 
orphanage, Vino, Trigo y 
Aceiete  in Juarez. You can be 
a blessing to children in need 
by providing food items, Lunch 
size items, hygiene items and 
cleaning supplies. Currently 
items can be dropped off at 
Golden Corral, 4610 Woodrow 
Bean on the Northeast, or at 
Rescue Ministries offices at 1420 
Bessemer on the East. Other 
locations may soon be added 
and I will continue to post to 
make you aware. Or, if you are 
willing to be a collection site call 
(915) 599-8707. If you prefer, you 
can make monetary donations 
instead by mailing or dropping 
off a check.

****
Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for Your many 

When Fear Rules Your Thoughts

Continued from cover
Mike Pence

as President of the United States of 
America. (3) Have faith. I tell you 
this from my heart. Have faith. 
Have faith in the American people. 
(4) Do what the Pence family does 
time and again. Bow the head and 
bend the knee. Pray. Pray for our 
country. Abe Lincoln had it right 
when he said, “I concern myself 
more about if we’re on God’s side 
than if He is on mine.”

He closed paraphrasing 
Scripture, “If His people who are 
called by His name will humble 
themselves and pray – He’ll do like 
He’s always done, he’ll hear from 
Heaven.”

Of course, much more was 
shared that I couldn’t include in this 
space, and much that I couldn’t hear 
on my recording over the cheers of 
the crowd. Unfortunately, I wasn’t 
one of the media representatives 
selected from the bull pen to get 
to have one on one time with the 
candidate. If I had, the question I 
had in mind to ask was, “If elected 
– would you make a point to have at 
least one daily prayer time together 
with the President?”  We need so 
much a leader of our nation that 
will spend time in prayer each 
day, one that will seek our Father’s 
will and guidance and will heed 
the direction given. Pray for our 
Nation, pray for this election, and 
pray that whomever shall win this 
most important race for our county 
– that person will allow to use them 
to be a strong leader of faith.

blessings. Forgive us for taking 
anything for granted. We know 
all things are given by You. 
Thank You for being always by 
our side, willing to help in our 
time of need and trials.

Father I lift up all who are 
grieving loss of a loved one, or 
suffering with health, financial 
and relationship issues. Father 
work in these situations and help 
them to feel Your presence. Fill 
each with peace and build their 
faith and ability to trust in and 
depend upon You for all their 
needs.

Father I lift up the Food and 
Supply Drive and pray that 

many who read this will come 
forward and help. If each person 
brought even just one item – they 
would be doing very well! Bless 
the gift and bless the giver. Bless 
the children and those who run 
this ministry.

Last but not least Father, I 
lift up the election. Days after 
this paper hits the streets it will 
be done and over with and we 
will know the outcome. Father, 
I pray Your will be done. I pray 
our next President will seek Your 
will, and follow Your guidance.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My parents divorced 

when I was very young, so 
I grew up bouncing back 
and forth between the 
two families since each of 
them remarried. Both were 
good homes, however, two 
different “religions” which 
always made it difficult. 
Both insisted their religion 
was best and the only 
“right” one.  At 20 and on my 
own now, I realize I am an 
adult and must choose one 
or the other, since the Bible 
does state we must not be 
hot or cold. Which is how it 
feels going back and forth 
between the Catholic church 
and Protestant church. I 
am torn. Each family acts 
as if I am wrong if I choose 
opposite of them, and I want 
to remain close to both 
families. However, I know I 
must make the decision best 
for me, and my spiritual life. 
Unfortunately, I am lost at 
determining how to choose. 
Can you share with me any 

insight, or Biblical truth that 
can show me without doubt 
which choice I should make?

Answers:
When seeking a church family, the 

key word is family. A church family 
should be like your personal family 
providing nurture, encouragement 
and support. The decision on where 
you should worship should only 
be made after seeking the wisdom 
of God. In 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 it 
says we should seek the deep things 
of God, to desire and follow His 
leadership in spiritual decisions. 
God may not lead you to worship 
with either of your parents but 
may lead you to a totally different 
fellowship where you can grow and 
be fed. But this decision should only 
be made after much prayer as you 
follow the leadership of the Spirit. 
Men cannot make the decision 
on where you should worship, but 
the Holy Spirit should lead you in 
your search. I hope and pray that 
your parents are mature enough 
to be pleased that you want God’s 
will in your life regardless of what 
fellowship you choose.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

As a 20 year old the decision to 
follow Christ is completely yours 
alone. You can find ways to honor 
both of your parents while at the 
same time not dishonoring your 
Lord. For one thing, never argue 
with them about religion. Try to 
focus on agreement and not the 

areas of disagreement between the 
two religious viewpoints.

Get into the Bible each day to 
build up your faith. Faith comes 
through the Word of Christ. Also, 
let your light shine before them that 
they may see your good life and 
praise your Heavenly Father.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

I am sorry for the distress you 
are having.  It is unfortunate that 
you are being pressured to make a 
choice under these circumstances.  
Actually, it is the individual decision 
of every person to make regarding 
the following of Jesus, no matter of 
their family situation. The choice is 
not to go with one family member 
or another, but to follow Jesus.  I 
encourage you to begin a study 
of the Bible that will allow you to 
choose to follow Jesus as the New 
Testament teaches us. The choice 
should not be between one friend or 
another, but to follow the teaching 
of the New Testament.  

Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am 
the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  In the seventeenth 
chapter, Jesus prayed for all disciples 
to be united as one and He and the 
Father are one. In spite of this there 
are thousands of denominations.  
The only authority should be Jesus 
and His word. 2 Tim 3:16-17.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist 
church of Christ in Eastwood

(El Paso, TX)

Your dilemma is not uncommon 
given the melting pot nature of 
American society.  You are the child 
of divorced parents, each of whom 
has worshiped God under a very 
different Christian banner.  I write 
to you with a built-in bias against 
any form of Catholicism since I 
have lived to see how it misleads 
so many of the masses with its false 
information, false teaching, and 
non-understanding of economic 
and liberty-based realities.  You 
should make your decision (as to 
which church to attend) by doing 
what every normal Christian does 
with all big decisions:  1.)  Ask Jesus 
Himself directly (the Catholics, for 
one thing, will not encourage you 
to do this!); 2.) Read the Bible, and 
ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
as to where He is now guiding you.  
3.)  Choose the congregation which 
you believe to be the most in accord 
with the teaching of scripture.  I 
mean especially the New Testament 
scriptures, since they speak of the 
true nature of the eternal Church of 
Jesus Christ.  There you have it!

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)
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By Sylvia Gunter

In Isaiah 36-37 Hezekiah 
and his people are under 
a vicious attack. It would 
have been easy for Hezekiah 
to pray passive prayers. 
Passive praying would be 
“Poor little me, the enemy 
is beating up on us. He 
is taunting us, telling us 
how defenseless and weak 
we are, how he is going to 
whip us like he’s whipped 
those others. We might as 
well give up. We can’t be 
saved. It’s hopeless.” Passive 
prayer confines us to the 
limitations of our own 
passive/poverty mindset. 
Passive praying is limited to 
what we can think of to ask 
for. God is far greater and 
more creative.

Hezekiah prayed God 
sized prayers. Beginning 
in Isaiah 37:15, here comes 
the brilliant alignment 
of Hezekiah with God’s 
perspective “as heaven, 
so on earth.” Hezekiah 
prayed, acknowledging God 
is mighty and enthroned in 
heaven. 

In verses 18-19 he 
acknowledges what is true, 
the situation is dire. But in 
verse 20 he comes back to 
“Now, God, you can act for 
your glory.” I counted 85 
words in that prayer in my 
translation. The result was 
that an angel killed 185,000 
Assyrians, a far bigger 
victory than Hezekiah could 
have imagined to pray for. 
God assured Hezekiah in 
Isaiah 37:32 that the zeal 
of the Lord of hosts shall 
perform this.

Anybody for praying 
this way? Proclaim the 
greatness of who God is in 
the midst of what you are 
going through. Then ask 
“Your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven” for the glory of 
his kingdom. You may be 
amazed at the size of God’s 
answer.

© Sylvia Gunter, 2014. 
Sylvia is the founder of The 
Father’s Business and has 
authored over 15 books. 
Her passion is to lead people 
into a deeper understanding 
of God’s heart through 
prayer.

Sylvia’s books and an 
archive of past devotion-
als is available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Used by permission 
of www.thefathersbusi-
ness.com

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests 
welcome. For more info call 
(915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@
gmail.com.

Second Saturday of each Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet at 
6:00 pm for Potluck meal, Bible 
study and fellowship. No child 
care available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For more 
info and location of meetings 
call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Thursday, November 10th

Cancer Survivors 
Thanksgiving Dinner – Open 
Gate Community Church, 
9821 McCombs, El Paso. 
Cancer survivors, their families, 
supporters, and all members of 
the Oncology Community are 
invited to attend this wonderful 
evening. Please RSVP so that 
enough meals are planned for. 
For more info and to register 
call (915) 751-2403 or at www.
epopengate.org.

Friday & Saturday, November 
18th & 19th

Fresh Grounded Faith – 
5605 Bataan Memorial West, 
Las Cruces, NM, Friday 7:00 
pm – 9:30 pm; Saturday 9:00 
am – 12:30 pm. An area-

wide women’s event featuring 
Jennifer Rothschild, Liz Curtis 
Higgs and Michael O’Brien. 
See website for complete list 
of co-host churches. After Early 
Bird (after Oct. 24) and at Door 
pricing (if tickets still available). 
Order tickets by calling (575) 
524-0654 ext. 101 OR visit 
www.freshgroundedfaith.com.

Saturday, November 19th

Annual Holiday Craft Fair – 
Calvary Chapel of El Paso, 1771 
N. Zaragoza, El Paso, 8:00 am 
– 3:00 pm. Everyone welcome, 
Free Admission. Vendors: $25 
table rental fee. For more info 
call (915) 855-4565. Proceeds 
to benefit Calvary Chapel of El 
Paso Scholarship Fund.

Wednesday, November 30th

Christmas with Michael W. 
Smith – Abraham Chavez 

Theatre, One Civic Center Plaza, 
El Paso, 8:00 pm. Michael W. 
Smith will be joined by “The 
Voice” winner Jordan Smith 
and the El Paso Symphony 
Orchestra. Tickets range from 
$33.50 - $78.50. To order 
tickets visit www.epso.org, 
ticketmaster.com, or call (915) 
532-3776.

December 6th, 9th and 11th
Venite! – Coronado Baptist 
Church, 501 Thunderbird Drive, 
El Paso, 6th and 9th Prelude 
begins at 6:30 pm, Performance 
at 7:00 pm; 11th Prelude begins 
at 5:30 pm, Performance at 6:0 
pm. An astonishing look into 
the ancient heavens through 
the Scriptures and modern 
technology. Based on the 
documentary, “The Star of 
Bethlehem”, by Rick Larson. 
This is a free event, but fills up 
fast.
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