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December  6, 9
6:30pm Prelude     7pm Performance

December  11
5:30pm Prelude     7:30 pm Performance

This is a free event.

Coronado Baptist Church
501 Thunderbird Dr.

Come see for yourself.

Based on the documentary,
“The Star of Bethlehem” by Rick Larson

Happy Thanksgiving 
from our family to yours 

 

Story and photo by Kelly 
McCullough

The 12th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
with the Gutierrez Brothers was held Friday, 
November 11th at Grace Gardens. Calvary 
Chapel West hosts the event each year free 
of charge as their gift of gratitude to the 
community.

Pastor Martin Arriola opened with a 
welcome and had Cris Green pray for the 
Veterans in attendance, he followed up with 
Spanish translation then prayed over the 
meal. A wonderful meal of Italian pasta, salad 
and garlic bread was served provided by Great 

American Mesa Hills and Great American 
Yarbrough.

As the meal wound down the Gutierrez 
Brothers concert began opening with a 
favorite, “I Want to See You.”  The brothers 
transitioned easily between songs in Spanish 
and English. They not only entertained 
through music but through personal stories 
from their lives as well with one always 
translating. Arturo and Jose Luis celebrate 
35 years singing together on November 25th. 
They began as young boys singing along 
with their father. In 1988 while at work in a 
mechanics shop a customer shared the Gospel 

Story and photo by 
Kelly McCullough 

The 27th Annual Cancer Survivor Dinner 
was held Thursday, November 10 at Open 
Gate Church. Originally this dinner was held 

in the home of a long-time church member. 
It grew so much that it was then moved to 
the church. Each year cancer survivors, care 
givers, oncology workers and newly diagnosed 
cancer patients are invited to take part in a 
wonderful evening of great food and fellowship. 
Those newly diagnosed can meet survivors and 
oncology workers that help encourage them 
and to hear shared stories of survivorship.

Pastor Bill Belgie opened by announcing 
Boy Scout Troup #248 and having them 
present colors, and lead in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Since this dinner lands on or very 
near Veteran’s Day each year Pastor Bill always 
recognizes the Veterans by having them stand 
as an endearing video honoring and thanking 
Veterans is projected on a big screen.

Tiago from United Blood Services spoke 
briefly about the constant high need for blood in 
El Paso. He announced that they are partnering 
with Open Gate Church who will hold a blood 
drive at the church located at 9841 McCombs 
on December 10 from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. The 
community is invited to come to participate. 
He was available throughout the evening for 
attendees to sign up for the donation.

Continued on page 2Continued on page 2

Thanksgiving Dinner 
and Gutierrez Brothers

Annual Cancer 
Survivor Dinner

Tiago with United Blood Services in 
foreground; Pastor Bill Belgie in background.



HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
everyone! I hope you all have 
special people to be with to 
share a day of gratitude and 
thanksgiving. I miss the days 
when my family got together 
with our big extended family 
for holidays. But, I am thankful 
that my daughter and her family 
will get to come home for a week 
for Thanksgiving, and my son 
and his family live here – so my 
immediate family will all get 
to be together. I am so grateful 
for every chance we are all 
together.

****
HAPPY BELATED BIRTH-

DAY to my brother, Max 
McCullough, Greenup, IL (Nov. 
18). Hope it was a special day 
for you! I expect to see pics on 
Facebook!

****
FOOD DRIVE

The Rescue Ministries of 
Mexico (RMM) Annual Fall Food 
Drive continues. RMM operates 
an orphanage, Vino, Trigo y 
Aceite, teen  shelter, elderly 
shelter and men’s rehabilitation 
center in Juarez.  RMM is a 
non-profit that strives to give 
the best care possible to those 
who can’t care for themselves.  
On their behalf, I am asking 
our readers to help in any way 
possible. You can drop grocery 
items, lunch size peanut butter 
& jelly, applesauce, fruit, etc., 
cleaning supplies and hygiene 

items at any of the five current 
locations:  Golden Corral, 4610 
Woodrow Bean (NE), Great 
American, 701 S. Mesa Hills 
(W), inni Heart Café/La Tierra 
Café, 1731 Montana Ave. (C), or 
Rescue Ministries offices, 1420 
Bessemer (E). If you prefer you 
can drop off or mail a check to 
the office address. All donations 
are tax deductible. You can 
also donate new or gently used 
clothing, household items, etc. If 
you can’t drop them off, call the 
office at (915) 599-8707.

****
Precious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for all the 

blessings You bestow upon us. 
Your love, mercy and grace is 
so much more than we deserve. 
Help each of us to be grateful 
always for all You do – not just 
at Thanksgiving.

I lift up the Food Drive for 
Rescue Ministries Father and 
I ask that You lead people to 
donate what they can to help 
the ministry supply the needs 
for all those they have taken 
responsibility for. Not one of 
us can do everything to help – 
BUT – we can all do something. 
If every reader would give even 
just one item – the ministry 
would be greatly blessed. Bless 
those who donate items or 
monetarily, and bless RMM for 
the work they do, showing and 
sharing Christ’s love in all they 
do.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN
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Rusty Joiner plays Jesse Dean in “Voiceless”. 

Continued from cover
Survivor Dinner

Pastor Bill prayed for the meal, 
and for the newly diagnosed as well 
as survivors. The wonderful meal of 
turkey, dressing, potatoes & gravy, 
green beans, cranberry sauce and 
rolls was served by members of 
Open Gate. Members of the Scout 
Troop were on hand throughout 
the evening to provide and refill 
drinks and deliver desserts.

The Rio Grande Cancer 
Foundation funds the 
LIVESTRONG program at all 
local YMCA’s. Kathy Sarver 
with the Bowling Family YMCA 
explained that the program was 
available to all cancer patients 
and survivors provided they have 
a release from their doctor to 
participate in such exercise. The 
program lasts for 12 weeks, is held 
at YMCA locations all over town 
and is free of charge.

Pastor Bill had all the cancer 
survivors stand, and explained that 
they were like a candle. They need 
to share their stories so that newly 
diagnosed can hear and belief that 

there is life after a cancer diagnosis. 
He then had care givers stand and 
thanked them for their service to 
help others.

Phil Sanchez, a full-time 
volunteer with American Cancer 
Society in El Paso presented Pastor 
Bill and Open Gate Church with 
a Certificate of Appreciation with 
the promise of a plaque to be 
delivered. Phil is a prostate cancer 
survivor, his wife a breast cancer 
survivor, and his daughter a cervical 
cancer survivor. Because of their 
experience with cancer he remains 
extremely involved in working and 
serving through American Cancer 
Society and other endeavors.

Katy Gene of Open Gate shared 
information about the Angel Tree 
program they are participating in. 
She encouraged people to pick an 
angel from the tree set up in the 
room so they could purchase items 
to help make a child’s Christmas 
a bit brighter. The children 
have at least one parent who are 
incarcerated.

Pastor Bill explained that all 
cancer survivors recognize the 

gift of time. He suggested that any 
newly diagnosed patients in the 
room should be sure to seek out 
those they saw stand as survivors 
to hear their story, to be built up 
and encouraged. Bill mentioned 
that Christmas is near and spoke 
of the first Christmas as a newly 
diagnosed or as a survivor and how 
the feelings of the patient differ in 
these two stages.

The evening closed out with a 
raffle for many wonderful prizes, 
and individual photos taken at a 
set up station to commemorate the 
evening. Each year the photos from 
all previous years are displayed on 
trifolds.

Pastor Bill thanked all the 
volunteers, speakers and sponsors 
– it takes everyone to make the 
evening a success. The sponsors 
were:  Barnett Harley Davidson, 
El Paso Eye Care, El Paso Rhinos, 
James Cuilty State Farm, Northeast 
El Paso Rotary Club, Northeast 
Printing, Rides Auto Group, 
Sunset Funeral Homes, Texas 
Oncology, The Messenger, and 
Walmart Neighborhood Store.

of Jesus with them. They each 
accepted Jesus as their Savior and 
began singing Christian music and 
their music careers took off from 
there.

Midway through the concert 
Pastor Martin gave his message. He 
shared what God had shown him as 
he watched the fallout following the 
election. Watching how upset people 
were because their candidate didn’t 
win he saw how strongly people 
were relying and depending on a 
person – their favored candidate on 
either side. The Lord reminded him 
that we are to rely only on Him – 
not man (woman).

“Tonight is about lifting up 
Christ. Our country has been about 
taking Christ out of our schools, 
government, everywhere,” Martin 
expressed. “Christ gives us his living 
water. He is not going away. He is 
seated on the throne in power and 
authority.” Matthew 24:35 NIV, 

Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass away. 
“We are to proclaim Jesus is our 
Lord not stay quite….We have to 
tell God, ‘You govern our nation.’….
Cry out to God and He will answer 
you….We don’t want Him to leave 
us…..We need to continue to value 
this land….We have to trust in God. 
This is true for all of us….Are all 
people in America worshipping 
God? NO. We have to pray for 
them. There are a lot of false gods 
taking the hearts of people today. 
Sports could be one, as many people 
go to or watch games on TV now on 
Sunday in place of going to church 
and spending time with God…”

“Our money says, ‘In God We 
Trust’, but is that truly the case? 
When we were children our parents 
said we were going to church, we 
didn’t choose. Today, oftentimes 
it is the children convincing the 
parents to go to church….”  Martin 
read through Romans 1:18-25 
which discusses the wrath of God 
against godlessness and wickedness. 

“People are worshippers but are 
they worshipping the true God? I 
want your businesses, families and 
lives to be blessed. But that can 
only come by adoring the one and 
only true living God….Who is our 
refuge? Not the government, not the 
politicians. It’s our Lord….Don’t 
run to money or prosperity. Run to 
the Lord as your refuge.  Trusting 
in people or other things will only 
get you so far. The Lord tells us 
He will hide us under His mighty 
wings….How many people that are 
wealthy and materialistic end up 
Spiritually bankrupt?  We all have 
an emptiness that can only be filled 
by God. When you go after fortune, 
money and fame it doesn’t fill you. 
You are only filled through Christ.”

“My prayer is that you will know 
the true God. I’m telling everyone 
here I hope you will all be with me 
in Heaven one day….Blessed is the 
nation that is in relationship with 
God. Christ desires a relationship 
with each of us. He wants to know 
you intimately. The payment for sin 
is death. He took our place. He died 
for us because He loved us. He did 
it while in our most vile state. He 
accepted us how we were, but loved 
us too much to leave us that way….
It’s amazing love that brings us to 
the cross.”  Romans 10:8-9 explains 
we must confess with our mouth that 
“Jesus is Lord’ and believe in our 
hearts that God raised Him from 
the dead, then we will be saved.

An altar call was held and many 
came forward to accept the Lord, and 
others to pray for healing, etc. The 
evening was closed with a heartfelt 
thank you from Pastor Martin to all 
the sponsors that helped make the 
evening possible:  Jack and Rachel 
Baumgardner, Cris and Theresa 
Green owners of Great American 
Mesa Hills, Wayne Ogle owner of 
Great American Yarbrough, Jorge 
and Sandra Rodriguez owners of 
Grace Gardens. 
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
A guy in my college Bible 

study group has started 
drinking and members of the 
group are divided on what 
we should do. Part say we 
should kick him out, stating 
he could be a bad influence 
on younger members of the 
group. Others feel we should 
let him stay, stating that we 
in the group would be a good 
influence on him. Along with 
drinking he is using vulgar 
language and his attitude 
has changed. How would 
you suggest we handle this? 
Is it more important for us 
to remain a good influence 
on him, and not concern 
ourselves that he could badly 
influence others? We want 
to be a good friend to him, 
however, also feel obligated 
to protect other members.

Answers:
In the spirit of Matthew 18:15-

17, one or two members of the 
group who are close to him should 
have a private meeting and share 
the group’s concerns. The purpose 
being to help one who has gotten 
away from the stated purpose of 
the group:  seek to share loving 

concern and learn how to help.  The 
university experience can be more 
difficult for some than for others.  
There may be other problems 
unrelated and unknown that are 
behind his behavior. Let him know 
of your loving concerns.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ in Eastwood

(El Paso, TX)

Church discipline is a tough 
subject in our culture because the 
culture wants to dictate behavior 
to the church. But culture will 
pass away and the church will live 
eternal. You cannot allow bad 
behavior to taint and influence 
young believers. Matthew 18:15-17 
speaks to church discipline. The 
group should pray and send one 
person to him to confront the sin. If 
there is no change then two or three 
should go to restore this person to 
Jesus. This should be redemptive 
in nature and done in love. Should 
he not respond positively then, ask 
him to separate himself until he can 
bring his body under subjection to 
the Lord. There may be something 
driving his behavior, so try to listen 
and if possible deal with issues that 
may have influenced him. The 
end goal of church discipline is 
restoration of the person to Jesus.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

No one can live wrong and feel 
right. He is obviously miserable 
though he may pretend to be ok. I 
would say that you warn him about 
his decisions and the negative effect 
they are having on your group. 
Then if he still continues on that 

path I would ask him to take a time 
away until he can conquer these 
behaviors. 2 Thess. 3:14-15 and 
other references will back this up.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

First thing I would try is prayer, 
I have been astonished by the 
miracles that God can do when the 
Almighty is invited into a situation 
by someone. Second, I would go 
back to the bible for instruction.

Matthew 18:15-17: “If your 
brother sins against you, go and 
confront him while the two of you 
are alone. If he listens to you, you 
have won back your brother. But 
if he doesn’t listen, take one or two 
others with you so that ‘every word 
may be confirmed by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses.’ If, 
however, he ignores them, tell it to 
the congregation. If he also ignores 
the congregation, regard him as an 
unbeliever and a tax collector.

Associate Pastor Rick Roberson
Branch Community Church of the Nazarene  

(El Paso, TX)

Two key passages speak directly 
to your group member issue. 
Galatians 6:1 says, “Brethren, 
even if anyone is caught in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to 
yourself, so that you too will not 
be tempted.”  Restoration of one 
in sin is the key, both in this verse 
and in the passage in Matthew 
18:15-18. There Jesus outlined a 
clear procedure to restore one in 
sin.  Again, the desire is to renew 
the one spiritually, so those in 

your group wanting to be a 
friend to the disruptive person 
are correct.  But in the procedure 
Jesus laid out, there is also a clear 
path to protect others from sinful 
influence. The most difficult 
aspect is in Matthew 15:17 
where Jesus tells us that if the 
one needing correcting refuses 
to listen to the entire church (or 
Bible study group in your case), 
then to treat that one as a Gentile 
– in other words, put them outside 
the community. The point is 
that the person so treated is not 
“a Gentile” (one outside a faith 
relationship with Jesus), but is 
acting as if he is without faith, and 
cannot be allowed to lead others 
away as well.  In this instance, 
it is imperative to keep lovingly 
reaching out to the individual, 
but not allow the destructive 
influence to hurt others. One 
other suggestion:  as a group, 
those in the Bible study may want 
to draw up a covenant outlining a 
set of standards to which all will 
commit to abide by. Each one will 
need to sign any such covenant, 
which would also provide you a 
clear standard about what is and 
is not acceptable behavior. Please 
remember that the attitude of 
those trying to reach out to the 
one with the problem is critical. 
Any action must be made with 
the sincere desire to restore the 
one out of favor, and not simply 
condemn him and “write him 
off.”  Such action is so hard to 
take, and yet so necessary for the 
health of both the individual and 
the group.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

november 24, 2016 - december 7, 2016

By Sylvia Gunter

Ticks of the Clock

86,400 ticks of the clock.
All of us are consicious of 

time, in one way or another. 
We feel that we don’t ever have 
enough time, but we all have 
86,400 ticks of the clock every 
day. Time is a non-renewable 
asset.

The writer of Ecclesiastes 
said, “There is a time for 
everything, and a season 
for every activity under the 
heavens.” The psalmist prayed 
in Psalm 90:12, “Teach us to 
number our days that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.”

Paul admonishes us in 
Ephesians 5:15-16, “So be 
careful how you live; be 
mindful of your steps. Don’t 
run around like idiots as the 
rest of the world does. Instead, 
walk as the wise! Make the 
most of every living and 
breathing moment because 
these are evil times.” (The 
Voice translation)

God values time. Receive 
my heart for you in this blessing. 
May all the ticks of the clock 
register in your life that is filled 
with obedience, enjoyment of 
God, and awareness of His 
watchfulness and love. May 
every present moment be 
blessed in Him to experience 
His thoughts and emotions 
and to receive goodness from 
His hand. May your days be 
filled with teaching, intimacy, 
and trust. Be blessed with 
eyes on God and not on self, 
with humility, confession, and 
certainty of His ever-present 
forgiveness and cleansing.

Be constantly aware of His 
feeding hand, aware of tasting 
the Bread of Life in Jesus. Be 
blessed to be aware of His fire 
that burns within you by the 
Holy Spirit. Let Him translate 
truth and grace into you with 
life and power.

May you be aware 
constantly of God moments 
in your daily routine and of 
special God-appointments 
along the way. May eternal 
God come into your present 
time with love, joy, peace, and 
hope. May you always live in 
eager anticipation, standing n 
tiptoe of expectation of seeing 
God in every moment of your 
day. God bless your spirit, 
soul, and body to be aligned 
with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.

© Sylvia Gunter, 2014. 
Sylvia is the founder of The 
Father’s Business and has 
authored over 15 books. Her 
passion is to lead people into a 
deeper understanding of God’s 
heart through prayer.

Sylvia’s books and an 
archive of past devotionals 
is available at www.thefa-
thersbusiness.com

Used by permission of 
www.thefathersbusiness.
com

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great American 
Steakburger, 701 S. Mesa Hills, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners who 
desire to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish to 
attend it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Meeting and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests 
welcome. For more info call 
(915) 494-7977 or epnequilters@
gmail.com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet at 
6:00 pm for Potluck meal, Bible 
study and fellowship. No child 
care available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For more 
info and location of meetings 

call Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Wednesday, November 30th

Christmas with Michael W. 
Smith – Abraham Chavez 
Theatre, One Civic Center Plaza, 
El Paso, 8:00 pm. Michael W. 
Smith will be joined by “The 
Voice” winner Jordan Smith 
and the El Paso Symphony 
Orchestra. Tickets range from 
$33.50 - $78.50. To order 
tickets visit www.epso.org, 
ticketmaster.com, or call (915) 
532-3776.

December 6th, 9th and 11th

Venite! – Coronado Baptist 
Church, 501 Thunderbird Drive, 
El Paso, 6th and 9th Prelude 
begins at 6:30 pm, Performance 
at 7:00 pm; 11th Prelude begins 
at 5:30 pm, Performance at 6:0 
pm. An astonishing look into 
the ancient heavens through 
the Scriptures and modern 
technology. Based on the 
documentary, “The Star of 
Bethlehem”, by Rick Larson. 
This is a free event, but fills up 
fast.

Thursday – Sunday, December 
8th – 11th

A Storybook Christmas – Cielo 
Vista Church, 3565 Montana, 
El Paso, Thurs. & Fri. 7:30 pm; 
Sat. & Sun. 4:00 pm & 7:30 
pm. This Christmas show is the 
longest running production of 
its size and caliber in El Paso. 
Tickets are $5.00 each and on 
sale now. Purchase at the CVC 
Ticket Office located outside 
of the Lee Trevino Entrance on 

Sundays 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, or 
at the CVC Main office Monday 
– Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Visa 
& Master Card are accepted. 
Online ticket sales coming 
soon.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship Night 
in America – Don Haskins 
Center, 151 Glory Road, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. A night of 
worship featuring Chris Tomlin 

and special guests Big Daddy 
Weave, Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C and 
guest speaker Jason Barton.

A night of worship featuring 
Chris Tomlin and special 
guests Big Daddy Weave, 
Phil Wickham, Zach Williams, 
Mosaic M-S-C and guest 
speaker Jason Barton. Tickets 
on sale beginning November 
18. For more info call (915) 747-
5481.

The 
Father’s 
Business

We will care for our Residents just like we would 
care for our own Father and Mother.

 www.al.bartletthealth.com
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