
By Kelly McCullough

Over a brief Christmas break I 
got to visit Ice Land. Not Iceland 
the country, but ICE LAND an Ice 
Sculpture attraction at Moody Gardens 
in Galveston, Texas. Since 2014 Moody 
Gardens has offered ICE LAND as one 
of their holiday attractions. The theme 
this year was Caribbean Christmas and 
opened November 12 through January 
8.

The CAA Harbin Ruijing Carving 
Team of award-winning master carvers 

comprised of 32 professional ice carvers 
came from Harbin, China to create 
the masterpieces. The carvers spent 
45 days (nearly 1080 hours) using their 
skill and precession to create over 100 
ice sculptures, with some towering over 
35 feet tall. A total of 6,000 ice blocks 
weighing in at two million pounds were 
used to create the extravaganza.

The ICE LAND attraction is in 
a 28,000-square foot insulated tent 
structure. The 17,000-square foot of the 
structure that houses the ice sculpture 
exhibit is maintained at nine degrees 
at all times. The rest of the structure 
holds a large area where you first enter 
and watch a brief film explaining the 
exhibits and offering factoids such as I 
am sharing here. There is also an area 
where those who come unprepared can 
purchase gloves and hats. The next room 
you enter is an area where each person 
is given a parka to help protect them in 

the cold exhibit. From here you move to 
a photo staging area where you can pose 
for photos to purchase at the end of the 
tour through the exhibit. Once you exit 
the exhibit you enter a large gift shop 
area.

As you make your way through the 
exhibit you view nine different scenes 
from the ocean depths described as an 

“underwater journey from the shores of 
Galveston Island through the Gulf of 
Mexico.” The sculptures such as colorful 
fish, dolphins, turtles and more look so 
real it is hard to imagine that it is ice, 
and more amazing that people created 
them rather than machines. A favorite 
for my daughter and grandkids was a 

wall of five dolphins that made you feel as 
though you were in a boat viewing them 
as they breeched the ocean surface.

There were walls of ice with large 
circular cut-outs you looked through to 
view large tropic fish and other sea life, 
creating the appearance you were at 
the oceans floor looking out portals of a 
submarine. Another favored area for the 
grandkids were the huge ice slides near 
the end of the exhibit.

This was a wonderful memory 
making experience for all of us. From 
what I understand the theme for ICE 
LAND changes, but I’m sure it is 

amazing each year. I would recommend 
anyone looking for an exciting family 
holiday outing to consider it for next 
year. Or any of their other attractions or 
exhibits throughout the year.

Once we left ICE LAND we drove 
about ten to fifteen minutes and were at 
the beach where we took more photos. 

Then we moved on to yet another 
wonderful experience at the Rainforest 
Café. There we went on a “boat” ride 
that wove us through a rainforest jungle 
equipped with life-like animals of the 
jungle. In the Café, which also gave the 
appearance of being in a jungle with 
storm like features every 30 minutes, we 
enjoyed a great meal, wonderful service 
and just the aura of the surroundings.

To learn more about all the 
attractions at Moody Gardens visit 
www.moodygardens.org or call them at 
1-800-582-4673. Or about Rainforest 
Café visit www.rainforestcafe.com.
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ICE LAND at Christmas
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! I pray 
that 2017 brings much peace, 
good health, love and happiness 
to each one of us. If you are one 
who makes new year resolutions, 
I pray the Lord provides you the 
ability to follow through with 
them through the year.

****
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to my 

mom, June McCullough on the 
14th. I wish we could be together 
– either you here or me there – so 
we could celebrate and share your 
special day. I hope it is a beautiful 
day, and you get to share it with 
others. I pray the Lord continues 
to bless you, protect you, keep you 
safe, happy and healthy.

****
Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You for being our 

Abba Father, our Protector, and 
Provider. Thank You for being 
available 24/7 to hear us in our 
times of sorrow, need, pain and 
joy, happiness and worship. Help 
us to more fully put our trust 
and dependence in You, and to 
refrain from trying to do things 
in our own strength. Over the 
years, I have learned more each 
year that I can do nothing in my 
own strength – that it is in You 
and through You only that I can 
accomplish anything that I have.

Father as we begin this New 
Year of 2017 I pray that each 
one reading will find themselves, 
including myself, drawing nearer 
to You, seeking You, and enjoying 
a deeper relationship and walk 
with You.

I pray Father that You bless 
each person that reads The 
Messenger – may they always 
find things within the pages of 
each issue that speaks to their 
hearts, blesses them in some way, 
and brings the closer to You. I 
pray that in 2017 the readers who 
follow this regularly that do not 
yet have a relationship with You 
as their Savior – this will be the 
year, this will be the time – that 
they make the most important 
decision of their lives.

Lord as You are aware, 2016 
was the most difficult year yet 
for The Messenger financially. I 
still feel Your call for the paper 
to continue – therefore, I ask 
Father that You lead me to the 
financial means in which to do 
so. Advertisers are needed to 
cover the expenses to keep this 
ministry going. Send them to 
me, or lead me to them. Bless 
each one that has supported 
this ministry – especially those 
who continue to do so faithfully, 
month after month and year after 
year. I cannot do this with my 
own strength, power or financial 
ability. I need You in all things, 
and the paper needs financial 
support from committed believers 
who also want to reach the 
communities we serve to spread 
Your Word and further Your 
kingdom.

I love You Lord and I thank 
You for continuing to use me 
in this capacity to serve in this 
ministry. Please renew me, 
strengthen me, rejuvenate my 
ability to serve in this way.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

By Ron Edmondson

I often encounter people who 
want to begin a daily quiet time, but 
they aren’t sure how. It really isn’t as 
complicated as we often make it out 
to be.The main thing is simply to do 
something, but in case you are one 
of those still wanting to but not sure 
how…

Here are 5 easy steps to 
begin a daily quiet time:

Place - Pick a definite place 
where you’ll be everyday for your 
quiet time. Obviously if you travel 
frequently this is more difficult, but 
the more routine you can make this 
the better. It should be as free of 
distractions as possible. This place 
will soon become very comfortable 
to you.

Schedule Time - Pick a 
reasonable amount of time and put 
it on your schedule. If you use an 
electronic calendar like I do, you 
can set it to repeat the appointment 
everyday. Start with 15 minutes, 
maybe even 10. The key at this point 
is consistency, so make sure you don’t 
burden yourself with something you 
will not do. By the way, it most likely 
will seem like a sacrifice at first, but 
keep the objective in mind. You need 
this. As you accomplish discipline 
in a little time it will be easier to 
increase the time you spend.

Format - Decide basically how 
you will structure your quiet time. 
You may ask first what you hope 
to achieve and base your format 
around that. If developing intimacy 
with God in prayer is your goal, 
then certainly choose to spend more 
time in prayer. If Bible knowledge 
is your goal, then you may want to 
choose to do a Bible study. You can 
change the format over time and do 
combinations of each of these.

Activities – Decide what you 
will specifically do in your time. Will 
you do a Bible study or simply read 
Scripture and pray? If your time is 
15 minutes, for example, you could 
spend 6 minutes reading the Bible; 3 
minutes talking to God; 2 minutes in 
silence, asking God to speak to you; 

and 4 minutes writing your thoughts 
at the time. If you choose the 
structure of a Bible study, you may 
need to allow more time, but again, 
the key is that you decide before 
you start what you are going to do 
during this time. The goal is not 
to be mechanical or punch a clock 
here, but rather to provide structure, 
which will lead to productivity in 
your building your God relationship. 
Don’t worry as much about what 
activities you are doing at this point, 
just do something.

Discipline – Commit to doing 
something consistently for at least 
30 days. Every day… without 
exception… do it… whether you 
“feel” like it or not. If you miss the 
exact time, make it up later in the 
day. Again, it will require sacrifice. 
Habits and lifestyles form this way 
and you’ll need this discipline, 
because as soon as you attempt this 
dozens of obstacles will stand in your 
way.

Now I realize “easy” is not the 
best choice of words for this post, but 
I did want you to read it. Forming 
this time into your daily schedule will 
not be easy. Nothing of value is ever 
easy. The main objective for any of 
us, including pastors, is disciplining 
ourselves to do something everyday. 
Over time, it becomes a habit that 
is easily repeated. Even better, it 
will soon become the best and most 
productive part of your day.

What tips do you have? When do 
you do your daily quiet time? What 
format are you using?

Article first appeared on Crosswalk.com. 
Used by permission of Crosswalk.com.

JANUARY FOCUS:  
Cleaning Supplies

Laundry & dish soap, 
Fabuloso, bleach, Windex, 
powder & spray cleansers such as 
Comet and Spic & Span, paper 
towels, and more. Anything that 
can be used to clean.

Individuals, businesses, 
churches, and schools are being 
asked to get involved and help 
Rescue Ministries of Mexico in 
a small way throughout 2017. 
Many seek mission outreach 
work in other countries – this is 
a project you can participate in 

easily, inexpensively AND if you 
wish can easily visit those you 
are helping throughout the year 
if you have a passport.

We will post a focus each 
month of much needed items for 
Rescue Ministries’ orphanage 
in Juarez. Businesses, churches, 
and schools can post the monthly 
focus in heavily trafficked areas 
and ask that people participate. 
Have a collection point for any 
items donated.  At the end of each 
month Rescue staff can pick up 
items, or you can drop them off. 
Individuals can drop items off at 
the office, or if necessary call for 

them to be picked up.
No one can do everything – 

but we each can do something. 
Follow the monthly Focus, 
purchase one or more items from 
the list each month – and you 
will have helped greatly by the 
end of the year.

While there will be a specific 
Focus each month, food items 
and monetary donations are 
always needed and welcomed.

Office location:  1420 
Bessemer, Suite D, El Paso. Drop 
off hours 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. If 
you wish items to be picked up 
call (915) 599-8707. 

 20% Off
with this ad

PLUS free balloons with
orders placed by 1/31/17

Order Early for Valentine's Day

Video Rentals - Family/Christian
House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
2645 Missouri Suite 5

http://www.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com
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Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.
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Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
Proverbs 10:22, “The 

blessing of the Lord makes 
rich, and he adds no sorrow 
with it.” There are other 
verses in the Bible such 
as this that make it quite 
confusing, or at least not 
encouraging. Because my 
family is not, nor has ever 
been financially secure – 
does this mean we aren’t 
considered blessed by God? 
Same with sorrow – we have 
suffered immense sorrow – 
so this means we aren’t and 
can’t be blessed by God? 
Seems each church we visit 
it is a different story, or take 
on these scriptures. Some 
say that not all Christians 
will be blessed with 
wealth. Yet others make 
it sound like if you aren’t 

wealthy, you must not truly 
be Christians. I feel my 
husband and I are living the 
Christian life, and raising 
our children properly with 
Christian foundation, 
morals and ethics. But we 
struggle financially, and 
have many sorrows, etc. 
Does this mean God does 
not call us His own? That he 
hasn’t and won’t bless us? 
That somehow we need to 
be MORE Christian to be 
more financially stable?

Answers:

I believe that the verse you 
quoted is saying that our greatest 
asset in life is our relationship 
with God. What does it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world 
but loses his soul. If we are rich in 
faith then there will be nothing 
to regret. Continue to be faithful 
in little things and God will 
supply in bigger things.

 Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

One of the false teachings 
today is that if you have enough 
faith then God will bless you 
financially. God does promise 

to meet your needs but He 
never promised to make us rich 
in this worlds goods. The early 
church was rich in the spirit but 
poor in worldly goods. When 
you look at the great heroes 
in the faith in Hebrews 11:37 
it speaks of men and women 
who were “stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword; they 
wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, 
afflicted and tormented.” In 
many countries today people are 
poor as compared to Americans 
and yet they are rich in the spirit 
and blessed of God. Many young 
families struggle with finances, 
this has been the norm in our 
history until the last few years. 
God tells us in Galatians 6:9 “for 
in due season we shall reap if we 
faint not.” If you are faithful to 
God, you are rich in Him. Don’t 
listen to men but read the Word 
of God and He will bring the 
peace you desire.

 Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Proverbs is teaching that you 
may “not have two pennies to 
rub together” (an old saying for 
extreme poverty), but because 

of the blessing of being in God’s 
favor – YOU ARE RICH!  This 
passage is not telling us that God 
will make us rich or even well to 
do.  A child of the divine is rich 
in spiritual blessings and the 
coming inheritance.

Psalm 73 expresses the 
difficulty of the faithful servant 
who observes the prosperity of 
the wicked while struggling with 
the trials of life.  He begins to 
understand at verse 17.  Do not 
look on your prosperity or lack 
of it as a barometer of God’s 
blessing.  Financial wealth is 
never the measure of God’s 
blessings or favor.  It is twisting 
scripture to suggest otherwise.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ, Eastwood

(El Paso, TX)
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The Light of God’s Face
Genesis 1:1, 3-4

By Sylvia Gunter

Hear the Word of God in Genesis 
1:1, 3-4. “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth. 
And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ 
and there was light. God saw that the 
light was good, and he separated the 
light from the darkness.”

Hear the sound of God’s voice 
that continually speaks his creative 
power in you and to you. Listen to 
James 1:17. “Every good and perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting 
shadows.” Be blessed in the light of 
your Father’s face. Be blessed in his 
good gifts of mercy and peace. Be 
blessed in his unchanging intention 
toward you. Look and see him gazing 
at you in rapt attention. Receive his 
download from the light of his eyes. 
Receive long gazes from the light 
of his countenance. Let your Abba 
transcend your wounds – spiritual, 
emotional, and physical – and any 
scar tissue which has formed there. 
His grace and blessing are in the light 
of his face toward you. (Ps 67:1).

Join the psalmist’s request in 
Psalm 31:16. “Let your face shine 
on your servant; save me in your 
unfailing love.” Receive the unfailing 
love of your Father in the light of his 
eyes. You are your Father’s precious 
one. You are his, you belong to his 
family of light. He turned you from 
darkness into his kingdom of light for 
a place in his inheritance in light (Col 
1:12-13; Acts 26:18). He is your Lord, 
and you are who you are because you 
are in him. You have value, worth, 
belonging, and abundant acceptance. 
He cherishes your company. You are 
blessed to see that he makes beauty 
for ashes out of the darkest things, as 
he moves on the face of the turmoil of 
your life and speaks light in you.

Listen to Psalm 36:9, “In your 
light we see light.” Receive the light 
of his heart toward you. The light 
of his face shines on you. Receive it 
because you are in Christ, in his cross, 
his resurrection, and his ascension to 
the right hand of the Father, and you 
are seated in him there. Rest there 
at his strong right hand and feel his 
strength as his light rises in you and 
consumes all darkness. Claim that 
light, and Christ in you, the hope 
of glory, will shine. Receive his light 
that lights your way. Receive the light 
of his flame of correction, burning 
away the chaff. Receive his purifying 
light with joy. Receive his light that 
warms all coldness.

God lifts you up and holds you, 
everything you love, everybody you 
love, and your future. He is holding 
you near in his arms of love. He has 
invested gifts of love in you all along. 
God will stir up all the gifts and 
graces he has placed in you for the 
right season. He will redeem every 
blessing with your name on it.

Receive his blessing in continuous 
moments of stewardship of life in the 
light of his face.

“The Lord bless you and keep 
you;

The Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you;

The Lord turn his face toward 
you and give you peace.” (Num 6:24-
26).

Be blessed in the name of One 
who said, “Let there be light.” (Gen 
1:3).

©2008 Taken from You Are Blessed 
In The Names of God, page 119, by 
Sylvia Gunter. Available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com An archive of past 
devotionals is available on the website.

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your 
upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the event 
as The Messenger prints 
every other week. Check for 
other listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.

 
Second Thursday of each 
Month
 
El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible 

Study – Christian Singles 
ages 30 to 65 from across 
El Paso meet at 6:00 pm for 
Potluck meal, Bible study 
and fellowship. No child 
care available. The group 
also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location 
of meetings call Frances at 
(915) 525-3179.

Sunday, January 29th

The GOSPEL Mix – Hilton 
Garden Inn, 6650 Gateway 
Blvd. East, El Paso, 3:00 pm 
– 7:00 pm. An event filled 
with music, fun & fellowship 
for the whole family. Network 
with the local Gospel music 
community. Share your talent 
ministry of song, dance, 
poetry and more. Tickets are 
$15 OR $10 plus 3 canned 
good items. For more info 
call (972) 302-6253.

Sunday, February 19th

Mercy Me Texas Takeover – 
Abraham Chavez Theatre, 1 
Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Experience the 
Texas Takeover Tour with 
Mercy Me and special guest 
Micah Tyler in this one night 
only performance. For tickets 
or more info call (915) 534-
0600.

Thursday, March 23rd

Rock & Worship Roadshow 
– Pan American Center, 1810 

E. University Ave. #284, Las 
Cruces, 7:00 pm. The 2017 
show features Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Rend Collective, 
Francesca Battistelli, 
Passion, Family force Five, 
and Jordan Feliz. Just $10 
at the door with VIP tickets 
also available to purchase.
Friday, March 24th

Newsboys in Concert – 
El Paso County Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Christian rock 
pop band, the Newsboys 
continue to sell out venues 
across the country and El 
Paso is next! The band has 

33 number one hits and 
multiple Dove Awards. For 
more info and tickets call 
(915) 533-9899.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship 
Night in America – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory 
Road, El Paso, 7:00 pm. A 
night of worship featuring 
Chris Tomlin and special 
guests Big Daddy Weave, 
Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C 
and guest speaker Jason 
Barton. For more info call 
(915) 747-5481.

The Father’s 
Business
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